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HIS MOST CHRISTIAN MAJESTY, 

CHARLES 


KING OF MMCE AOT) NAVAME. 


SlBE, 

Yotjb Majesty’s most gracious acceptance of a copy of the 
Works of Mr. Burke, and your condescension in permitting 
tins last Yolume* of those Works to be inscribed with your 
Majesty’s name, would alone amply remunerate the editor for 
all his pains and labours in preparing them for the press ; but 
he is confident that your Majesty will concede to him, that 
the greatest gratification he can derive from his laboins is to 
be found in the reflection, that mankiad will be benefited by 
the publication of sentiments, religious, moral, and political, 
which wiU tend to enlighten both princes and subjects upon 
their respective duties. 


In presenting -to your Majesty this work, may I presume to 
point out, in a few words, its six principal features. — 1st, 
American Taxation — 2nd, A system of Economy in the Public 
Expenditure, combined with additional security for the Inde- 
pendence of Parliament — 3rd, East Indian Delinquency — 4th; 
Prench Eevolution — 6th, Emancipation of Boman Catholic 
Subjects of this Kingdom— 6th, Abolition of Negro Slavery. 

• VoL viii. 4to Edition. 
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DEIklCATlOir 


VThilMt jonr Majettj sdmtrea the iffotiaed Mr Barle*« 
geixiof, both in rtfutlng UwleM powe r vid in correcting 
pcpnlar erron, you will recognSie and adore the goodneu ol 
that Dirine Prondence, which {•» perlnpa, in no retpect mote 
eoniplcuona than in ginng exutenee, as occaaion may require, 
to human talenta, and to other inftnmenta adeqoite to the 
purpotcs of lU myitmoua dispencUiont. 

Of there initromenU the Tirtoea of pnncet are among the 
moit noble. May tboee of your htajeety and of your CunDy 
ho the hletslng of yotir people "IVTien, after the close of a 
reign which I pray Ood may bo long and prnaperoua, your 
Maject/i fubjcct* thall bare reaped the frniU of yonr >ta* 
jrtlj’a erpenence, and loflexiblo adherence to the pnnmplci 
to dearly dereJoped and to ably enforced by thlt great 
amter, the menU of the aage and of the pnneo wDl be juatly 
appreeuted. 

Deign, Sire, to accept the homage of my moat perfect re^ 
apect, and the ajwmnce of my ferrent vow* for the welfar* 
of yoorbUjcfty, and of yonr moat augnit {amQy ^ and permit 
IM to sobicnbe myaeU^ 

Bus, 

Tour 3f*J<wty*« ovrat obedient, 

and mo«t ranUc eerrant, 

^V'ax.csa Hocsimar 



SPEECHES 


ra TELE niPEAOmiEKT 01 

WARREN HASTINGS. 


TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 

THE LOED YiaCOHNT MILTON, 

ONE or THE REPRESENTATIVES IN THE COMMONS HOUSE OF 

parliament roR the countt or tore. 

Mt deae Loed, 

I AM persuaded that your lordsliip mil not le displeased 
to see your name inscribed at the beginning of an introduc- 
tion to the fourth volume of Mr. Burke’s posthumous works. 
The hereditary interest which you possess in whatever re- 
gards the public labours of that great man and distinguished 
statesman will form, I trust, hut a small part of your claim 
to such a distinction. Tour father, and your great-uncle, the 
late Marquess of Rockingham, in addition to the happiness 
which they enjoyed of his personal intimacy and Mendship, 
had also the gratification of being in a high degree instru- 
mental in the direction of those labours to the service of their 
country. I well remember that Mr. Burke manifested no 
ordinary sensation of joy at your birth — an event which he 
considered to he intimately connected with the essential in- 
terests of the nation. The heir to a title conveying the right 
to a seat in the legislative councils of the nation, and to a 
landed property among thg first in value and amplitude, — the 
future head of a family whose alliances and .coimeiionfl 
spread its influence through a wide range of social and politi- 

VOlU VH. 3 B 
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ai intcrcourtc, and pare it a oentillo and pcmancnt t 
in oil matten of atalc, could not be rTgardcd bj bim njth 
indifllTcnce Kor tnll this appear extraordmary, irten it i« 
conJidcred that the prmaple* of the porty of which bo 
kikCK you would oJmoat ncccMariJy become o dirtinpiubcd 
mcmbCT, and probflhlyan eminent fupport— ■pnnoplc* fotmded 
upon tlie baiu of political bbcrty,and cmculatcd in thcir 

C rtictd application to promote itj lecunty in thu nation^ 
been moro ph3o*oplitcaUr dcrcloped and more accu* 
rauJy defined, moro syttcmatically arranged and applied 
•f ilh moro profound wisdom to tlmr praetK^ object, by lum 
tlian by any other person, — pnnciplef, too, not !«» warmly 
clierwhod in hi< heart than firmly embnw^ by hu ondi r- 
ftnndinn Dumtcrcsted potnotiim, ho knew, you would 
imbibe from tbo lessoaa of your Tirtuous oarmU, and a M’hip 
(■wlnot alono was to bo cipcctcd from tho bouso of Went- 
rtorlh- '^\’hcft bo was taken from us, you had not attained 
an ago that enabled too to profit, as your imnKiliate prede- 
cessors had done, by nis fneodship in pmrato and coCpi ration 
m tmbUc lifa Uut hereditary TCocratKrn fur In cWacter 
and the studwuj peruaal of his wmtinp hare In a grral dv- 
gn'O aappUod that kaa. Had ho lin^ to know firoily 
an*l ti-oloualr yon are attached to the principles which ho 
Itad iDTarably mainlamed, and bow atradily and manfully 
you cotno fonrnrd upon all occasions to their support, hi 
would Haro denred from that knowlcibre, in tlio prrsi nl lu- 
aufpicious stair of public alliur#, aomr ctm^olation, at lea^l, 
jxTiJip* some hi pi' of better times , notaith'tandin:; the tri- 
ompKant enrrer « hieh lie* open to tJ»o tncmirs of hfpidrai, 
in cnni''ipirBCP « f dinikma within »l«ir, and the apathy of tho 
people frvrtn wilhouL 

In llko cund of >rr Hurke, mhtieal pnanplci were not 
cbj*<ts of larrm speculation i\'i*d iro in himwaiaWava 
profticak ^Vb^ll:Ter hli ttnl**r»tanihng adoptid as trQl\ 
its way to his heart, nod sunk dren into il j and hi# 
■n!rnt and srtxed with pronptitu'e and 

eo^rnif-i^ ercry occasion of applying it Id the u-eof mirv 
kifKi How largr a portion ol an actirr and Uf>in nu bfi 
wM iluii imployriL will be seen m our future bi»t«Ky nt ii 
■\Vl,rTe (kail weCmi recorded eirftions of tt.nitetenrrid.'frfe, 
at oon #«j nurotrvus. so ranrd.wcd so Jmpcftant, cj« by 
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one Iran ? Amongst these, the redress of -wrongs and the 
protection of weakness from the oppression of po-wer -were 
most conspicuous ; and of this kind, the Impeachment of Mr. 
Hastings -vvas considered by Mr. Burke as beyond all com* 
parison the most in-teresting and momentous. 

The volume -whieli is now inscribed to your lordship re- 
lates to that proceeding, — a proceeding which that virtuous 
and enlightened representative held to bo the most important 
of his parliamentary labours. 

The assumption of arbitrary power, in whatever shape it 
appeared, whether under the veil of legitimacy, or skulking 
in the disguise of state necessity, or presenting the shameless 
front of usurpation, — whether the prescriptive claim of as- 
cendency, or the brief career of official authority, or the newly- 
acquired dominion of a mob,* — was the sure object of his 
detestation and hostility. His endeavours to stifle it in its 
birth, or to obstruct its march and impede its progress, or to 
redress its oppressions, -will be found to have occupied in va- 
rious instances, as I have already said, no small portion of his 
life. The scale upon which oppressions of this kind had 
been exercised in our East-Indian possessions, was of such a 
magnitude that it required a mind like his to grapple with 
them. His ardent zeal and unwearied perseverance were, 
not more than equal to the task. He well knew that the 
■impunity of Indian delinquency was demanded by interest 
too weighty and extensive, and was secured by influence 
and protection too powerful to be resisted. The event, ac- 
cordingly, did not correspond with his wishes : but the eclat 
of a triumph was neither necessary to his fame, nor the tri- 
umph itself to the satisfaction of his o-wti mind. The real 
cause which he advocated did not depend upon the decision 
of the court of judicature before which the impeachment was 
tried. From the moment it was voted by the House of Com- 
mons, the attainment of its main object was placed out of the 
power of his opponents to -wrest from him. — The existence 
of the enormities, -with the commission of which the governor- 
general was-Tcharged, how much soever the managers might 
fail in the technical proof? of his guilt, required only to be 

' This is not a fanciful enumeration of possible cases. The reader -will 
find i^ these volumes examples oS Mr. Burke’s exertions, referrible to each 
particular case.— Edit 

B ‘i 
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LETItn TO Til* tOB» TllCOm MILTOB. 


kticnnu md Mr Botke voa finnlj pentiadt^ tKat bj tbf 
mrwlimtioa of the effaJr* of that gtrrOTtoent rrmltmc from 
(ho trial, and by the public citKWaro of tbo cntnw which had 
been perpetrated, ho bad not only dacharped n paert^ and 
uoperatiTo duty, but at thesamo time had interpOPed a row. 
erful check to ttio cotnmitnon in iUturo ofpuch enormiiitt 
It was from tUa new of tbo aubject that be had, a abort 
time before bia last iickneaa, beron to prepare tnatcnali few 
a eompleto biatory of tho iropeacbment. Ha tubfciiuent ma* 
bility to proceed m it waa, I tnow, most pctaibly felt by bitn j 
and it wa^ among tho U*treqQcata he made me, that 1 would 
ooUoOt and arrange those matcHalu, and publuh to much of 
them as I might judge fit for pubbeaUem, 

With this drairo of my moat drar end bonoured fnend I 
am endearounng to comply Tbe cultiratora of hteroturo 
will for erer lament tho want of hU hniibinj* hand. 1 tmit, 
however, tlat tlio lubitancc of the whole of the pmctcdmgi 
mil bo found m iheec rolumca, and that ibe pbDiwopWand 
the itatetmao will not be uaenitble of their ralue Thia 
xoloroo containi the nweebe* whtth he made at tbe cIpk of 
the impeachmeDt, and mhicb were centinued fur mne days 
Id a aul M'ournt rolumo an esray «U1 be made lo«aiu a 
liUtorr of bu Lf«., eompneinc luch part of hi» eotTrspondenee, 
and other fuptire compotiitona. aa may be judgrd fit for pub. 
lie peruiab Tbu rolume, tbe termination of my labour* and 
of our joint trust oi editing 0«o poptlmmoas work* of Mr. 
Burke, 1 purpose dcdicntmp lotboeorb your TrnrtaHe father. 
Bui r* it may not be tlie Dinne wiU that I ihoold live to 
aecotnpliih my intention, you wlU Dot, I hope, my dear lord. 
refuiT pennJ'*]on to tny arailiog mya^’if of Ihi* present cprot. 
tunitv of tilling the »orlJ bow greatly 2 lore him, and tow 
highly 1 Looour him 

after rar first aetjualnlaDfr Kith him, he »ueertde«l 
to the splendid poip^sum* of Kis uncle, tbo Manpess cf 
lioekmgham, my rerered master ami jiatroti t and, togrtber 
With tbctn, perhaps 1 tnay be perroitli'd to ray, to tie puN 
diaaship nf tl o Whig cause in IlngUnJ and Irclarul } rvKo 
(hit time hU politick eondoet 1$ rWl known to hli emntrri 
for courtly or in erDecalcrxnt, I may n-nfibmtly a**crt. i* 
lu done n^tllng Tu hi* rountTy» ll J mxr rafrly Imr* 
Ibe judgment of lUt conjact. Jiu j<obtial li,LcmWgi*,aiJ 
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his nbilit)" for tho adiuinistration of public affairs, are known 
to tbose who have cither sat in council or have held cor- 
respondence ^Yith him \ipoii political subjects. His oflicial 
services, indeed, during tho late long reign will not appear 
frequent in the historic page, nor his name prominently con- 
spicuous in tho annals of part)' ; but in the silent operation 
of those causes which have hitherto transmitted to us the 
constitution, if not unimpaired, perhaps without essential 
deterioration, through the Vicissitudes of that eventful period, 
and which have rescued it from frequent and imminent dan- 
gers, the politician who looks below tho surface of things 
■will discover abundant proofs of his iunuencc. Ever keeping 
steadily in his view tiic essential equipoises of our consti- 
tution, he conceived it to be his paramount duty, however 
painful tho performance of it iniglit be, to endeavour to main- 
tain that balance between its constituent parts which is 
necessary to tho ver}- existence of the constitution itself. 

If at one time he abdicated, as it were, the high rank 
which he held as a leader of the old '\\nng party, by concur- 
ring^ in such a formation of a new part}’, as to the jealous 
eye of the public appeared tinged witli a factious pursuit of 
power, and which excited suspicions of a dereliction of prin- 
ciples, it was because he well knew that no such dereliction 
had taken place, and that there were no other means of com- 
bating with effect that favourite system which, from the be- 
ginning of the lato reign, was directed in all its operations 
to the very extinction of Whiggism. 

in an alarming exigency, when all constituted authority 
was threatened with subversion, he submitted* to the painlul 
necessity of acting in separation from men for whom he 
entertained the highest esteem, aud ^vith whom he had lived 
in habits of the most intimate friendship, and in concert 
with tbose of whose political conduct he had before generally 
di.sapproved, it was lor the purpose of discouraging the pro- 
jects of innovation which had been avowedly espoused by 
those who were then called the New Whigs : it was for tho 
purpose of preventing, by strengthening the legitimate opera- 
tions of government, tlipse inroads upon the constitution, to 

* The coalition v-ith.Lord North, in 1783. 

• The coalition with Mr. Pitt, in 1794, and the formation of Lord Grcn- 
Tillc’s administration, in 1805. 
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uhlch the cxccotire ndminUtritlmi, Trhtn weakly formed, U 
often dnTen tn popalar disturbance* to hare rccourso ; tnd 
particularly it was with a wdl-groondcd expectation of pro* 
curing tbewy tbo occompluhiiymt of a great act of national 
justice, br the restoration of ourBoman Catholic folkrr*mb- 
ject* to their political rights. This fupport of tho ciecuttro 

-r., . — ... i \y . . 

• • i I • • ■ 

rucanurc* of salutary reform, of prudent Tctrenchmenta of 
expense, and of necewary ceonomy On the part of Lord 
litzmlliam, this separation was marked with a moderatum 
which disarmed thu ammosity of the fnonds be had qaitted 
and left open the arennes to reunion with tlicro, while at tho 
lamo time it indicated tbe terms and rxtent of the new iUi. 
ance, and was a pledge to the pt^plc that tlw security of 
their rights and of tite constitution was with bun tbe solo 
uhjc'Ct of that aUiaoet 

Afterwards, when the hidependcDce of Europe was mdan- 
pered by an orersbelaung forre, which nothing but the re- 
sources of this country appearx'd able to he ooilcd hla 

eiuleaToura with tboM of stateamen of the highest character 
ami reputation, to call forth those rewmrec* in the support of 
a war, which, whaUrrer might hate been hu opmwo of its 
j*o|iey at its commenccracDt, he then coDcchcd to he a mea* 
sun. of unaroidable nrcctsity 

I^tly, «]>m in tho discharge of these duties to hi* 
country be was cxpowsl to the eflirct* of political (nlngues, 
ho horr the citnvqucDces’ with that dir^nity which naturally 
Irt loogato consoott* ment, when drpmed of any mean* w 
King urefuL 

WhiUl I apptal *»lh confiJracc to the people for their 
Judgtrrci upon hi* public fondact, to tlK*»o are most 
mtiti Hely srquiioted with bU pnsmte ifr I may with equal 
rfufilenw spii-al, and a»k, Ily what rntate rlri'ie it ru't 
rtammtlT dutinguuhcd F 1* thu adu^ion? Itisadisncrd 

• Tt 1 4 tn-wV Q tt tl« twi *»ttlt*rr m | N t »- 1 1 ' • 

i >u« tf l>4 \Vl X f4*4 »»r 

J»*r i t » m rwiil a tX ti# UH*lwsUa4i<» t f |fy »--l. | J liiV***- 
t rw > «f lie Jt* la l‘</T | aH I arJ I 

ts£ lat (rvai Ua mt m 1*17. 
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Egc and mine, ns fhey remove from mo almost all tempta- 
tion to be a flatterer, may well exempt mo from sueb nn 
imputation. INlay yon, my dear lord, ever escape its poison- 
ous arts. !May your labours in tbc service of your country 
procure for you. togotlicr witli its praise, its confidenco ; and 
may that conrulcncc, wliilst it is your reward, become in 
your liands one of tlic means of promoting and securing its 
most valuable interests and general prosperit}'. "Witb these 
and every other good wisii, and with the emcorest regard, I 
remain, 

M3' dear Lord, 

Tour most obedient bumble Servant, 

W. Eocuesteb. 


P. S. — Some apology seems necessary for Ibe insertion of 
so much matter extraneous to the immediate design of this 
introduction. I have no other to offer, but the natural gnr- 
rulit}', one of the many infirmities, of old age. — If age cannot 
screen me from the severity of criticism, I must demand 
from the public the indulgence which I may require, for 
the venial gratification of private and personal feelings, as 
no unreasonable compensation for the labour and pains be- 
ctowed in preparing these poathumoua works for its perUEoL 



Tmi OF VAJIREN HASTINGS, ESQUIRE 


THIRD DAT, lit* FEDBDABT, 178S. 


(Mtt. BTmCE.) 

Mt liOurs.—The genlleiota vho han) it hi eomm&nd ta 
■npport the impeachinent ft«un*t Mr DftiUng*, hare 
mo to open the cim*o intn a general new of the growldf^ 
upon vbach the Cotmnon* baro proct t dcd In tlim charg^ 
agamit him. The^ bare directed mo to accompany thu with 
anotber general now of tho extent, Iho magnitude, tbe na- 
ture, the tendency, and tbe effect of the enroea whlcfa they 
allege to hare been by him committed. Ibey bate alro dn 
rcetod me to giro an expUoatioD (with tbeir aid I may bo 
csubled to giro it) of aueb cirmisitAncca pw«re d ing the 
Crimea cKarned on Mr llaetinp, or eoDComiUnt with them, 
aa may tend to eluadato whaterer may bo found obreure In 
the artielca u they aland. To tfacoo tbey wuhod me to add 
a few niaatratire rcmsrka on tbe Iowa, cnatocaa,crpin{on«, and 
mannera of tho people concrrued, and who ere tbe ohjecta of 
the enmea wo cWgti on Mr lla^ting-u 
Tho acTcral article*, a* tbey appear before yon, wiU bo 
opened by other gentlemen with more particularity, with 
more dirtiDeta«% and, wilboot doubt, with luBnitely tnoro 
abUite, when thfT’ eome to apply tbe enJeneo which natur- 
ally f*floDga to each article of thu aecutation. Tbli, my 
liwda, la the pUn which we mean to puraue on the great 
charge which la now to abide your judgment 

My lord*, 1 muft lo<ih opon it ai an autpinou* ctreum- 
•tance to thia caure, In which the^henoor of the llngdceo 
and the fate of many natima are inrolrc^t, that, frrrtn th-** 
Tri* eummeacement of our rarljameotarr pnve** to ll>l» the 
hour of ailemn Irud, not Ibe aoalWt dmcrtnco of opiidvo 
baa anaen between the two Kouaea. 
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My lords, there are persons who, looking rather upon 
what was to he found in our records and histories than what 
was to be expected from the public justice, had fcmned 
hopes consolatory to themselves and dishonourable to us. 
They flattered themselves that the corruptions of India 
would escape amidst the dissensions of parliament. They 
are disappointed. , They will he disappointed in aU the rest 
of their expectations, which they have formed upon every- 
thing except the merits of their cause. The Commons will 
not have the melancholy unsocial glory of having acted a 
solitary part in a noble but imperfect work. What the 
greatest inquest of the nation has begun, its highest tribunal 
will accomplish. At length justice will be done to India. 
It is true that your lordships will have your full share in 
this great achievement ; hut the Commons have always con- 
sidered, that whatever honour is divided with you is doubled 
on themselves. 

My lords, I must confess, that amidst these encouraging 
prospects the Commons do not approach your bar without 
awe and anxiety. The magnitude of the interests which 
we have in charge will reconcile some degree of solicitude 
for the event with the undoubtmg confidence with which 
we repose ourselves upon your lordships’ justice. Por we 
are men, my lords ; and men are so made, that it is not only 
the greatness of danger, hut the value of the adventure, 
which measures the degree of our concern in every under- 
taking. I solemnly assure your lordships, that no standard 
is sufficient to estimate the value which the Commons set 
upon the event of the cause they now bring before you. 
My lords, the business of this day is not the business of this 
man — it is not solely whether the prisoner at the bar he 
found innocent or guilty ; hut whether millions of mankind 
shall be made miserable or happy. 

Tour lordships wiD. see in the progress of this cause, that 
there is not only a long-connected, systematic series of mis- 
demeanotus, hut an equally connected system of maxims and 
principles invented to justify them. Upon both of these 
you must judge. According to the judgment that you shall 
^ve upon the past transactions in India, inseparably con- 
nected as they are with the principles which support them, 
the^ whole character of vdur future government in that dis- 
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Bracn 15 Tnr ncnicmtrTT or 


tani empire n to be xmi^tcniblr dedded. It ttHI taVc it» 
jjerpettnJ tencmr.it erill receive iti final Imprcn Ion, from tbe 
itanjp of of thU rcty boor. 

It IS not only tbo interest of India, now tbe most consider* 
able part of tbe BntUh empire, which n conccnictl, but the' 
credit and honour of tho Bntiib nation rtwilfwiH be decided 
by thu deosion- Wc are to decido by this judgment, 
whether the cnmei of indmdaoU are to bo turned into pub- 
lic guilt and national ignominy i or whether this nation will 
Dinvert the very offences which haro thrown a transient 
■hade upon its gorernmeot, into something that will rrflecl 
a permanent lustre upon tho honour, justice, and humanity of 
this kingdom 

lly lords, there is another eonsideration, which aogmenti 
the solicitudo of tbo Commons, equal to those other two 
great interests I hare stated, thowi of our empire and our 
national chancier, something that, If possible, comes more 
homo to tho hearts and feelings of errry rn^luhmant I 
mean, the interests ofourconstiiutlcm itself, which is deeply 
larolved lo the crent of this cause Tho future uso, and 
tho whole effect, if not tbo rery csutcnce, of tho prwis of 
•n impcachncnt of high enmei and mbdemcariourt bifore 
tho peers of this kiogdom, upon the rhargo of the Com- 
mon*, aiU scry much bo decided by your judgment In this 
causv Thu tribunal w3l bo found (I hope it will aUati 
bo found) too grret for petty causes; if it should at tho 
same time be found laeom^tcnt to ooo of the greatest,— that 
is, if bltle oflVnere, Crotn tbcir mloulenes*, escape you. and 

■* ' ’ * * --•■■I ’ it U Im- 

jhisF .1 * s rnd, Tsninh 

« ■ ■ •ourvItTsi 

wliatci 

if the ■ ■ * ren (n 

form b ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ • priteJ 

ofmrrj ■ • ■ • roceu 

i* tlie mnent which Linda the whole togctlter i tl m U lb* 
iadi'iuluatmg principle, that makes Br-hnd wlat 
iv In iLti court it i*, that no m d> port «if the rm| 

p rr, can fail ofmmpctcnt and propcrtietixf ju**i<vi Jktw 

It t« that we prmidc for Ihsl wttc^ is the subitauUil cifrl- 
lenre of our consUtutlou t 1 mean, tha great ciecuialkm of 
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ponsibility, by wbicb (excepting tbe supreme power) no 
1 , in no circumstance, can escape tbe account ^Yhicb bo 
js to the laws of his country. It is by this process tliat 
pstracy, which tries and controls all other things, is itself 
d and controlled. Other constitutions are satisOcd with 
ting good subjects ; this is a security for good governors, 
s by this tribunal that statesmen who abuse thoir power, 
accused by statesmen, and tried by statesmen, not upon 
niceties of a narrow jurisprudence, but upon the enlarged 
. solid principles of state morality. It is here that those 
) by the abuse of power have violated the spirit of law, 
never hope for protection from any of its forms : — it is 
e that those who have refused to conform themselves to 
perfections, can never hope to escape through any of its 
sets. It ought, therefore, my lords, to become our corn* 
a care to guard this your precious deposit, rare in its use, 
i powerful in its effect, with a religious vigilance, and never 
suffer it to be either discredited or antiquated. For this 
at end your lordships are invested witls great and plenary 
eers : but you do not suspend, you do not supersede, you 
not annihilate, any subordinate jurisdiction ; on tlio con- • 
ry, you are auxiliary and supplemental to them all. 
iViiether it is owing to the felicity of our times, less fer- 
in great offences than those which liave gone before 
or whether it is from a sluggish apathy winch lias dulled 
[ enervated the public justice, I am not called upon to 
ermine ; but, whatever may be the cause, it is now sixty- 
ee years since any impeachment, grounded upon abuse of 
hority and misdemeanour in office, has come before this 
)imal. The last is that of Lord hlacclesficld, which hn])- 
jed in the year 1725. So that tho oldest process known 
the constitution of this country has, upon its revival, soino 
learance of novelty. At this time, when all Fiirope is 
a state of, perhaps, contagious fermentation, — when un- 
uity haslo^ all its reverence and all its effect on the minds 
men, at tbe same time that novelty is still attended with 
3 suspicions that always will be attached to whatever is 
\v, — ^we have been anxii^usly careful, in a business which 
Jms to combine the objections both to what is antiquated 
d what is novel, so to conduct ourselves that nothing in 
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tbe mirol of Ihii great jarUamentary p oce ta ihaH afford a 
pretext for lU futnro diauae. 

Mj lord*, alrongiy impraned a* they are Tith thew aenti- 
tsCDta, tbe Commonf have coiuhietcd themeelroi tntU tiopi* 
lar care acd caution. 'Without lonng the fpmt aiiil zeal of a 
public proee c utKm, they bare comported tbctrewlTca with 
tuch UKMcratiQU, temper, and deeonna, u uould not bare tU 
become tbo final judgment* if with them rcitcd the Pnat judg- 
mentj of thia mat cauae. 

^Vlth TCty icir intennrtfioM, tbo allaiia of India bate con* 
ftanllj engaged the attentaon of the Commons for mom than 
fimrtmi yearn Wo may safely affirm, we hare tried emy 
mode of legulabre pronsion, bcfoTC wo had recourae to any* 
thing of penal process. It was in the year 1774 wo framed 
an act of parliament for remedy to tbo then existing dtsordert 
In India, such as tbo then information beforo la enabled ua 
to enact Finding that the act of parliament did not an* 
aver all the ends tiiat wero expected fnwn it, wa bad, in the 
rear 1782, rccourao to a body of monitory rcfolutions. 
Nttther bad wo the expected fruit from them. MTicn, thcfo* 
fore, we found that our incrairjcs and our reporU, our Uwa 
and our admonitloni, were uiko despised y that cDonniUes {q. 
creared in proportioo as they were forbidden, detected, and 
exposed ; when wc found that gu3l stalked a ith an met and 
upnght front, and that legal autbonty seemed to skulk and 
hide Hi head like outlawed guflt , wb« wo found that some 
of tboeo my perrons who wero sppomted by parliammt to 
ai^rrt tbo aoinorrty of the Iswi of this kingdom, were the 
most forward, the' most bold, and tbo most artire In the 
conspxraCT for their dostmctionj then it imw fir the 
iuitice of !bo nation to recollrct iticVt To bate forborne 
longerwould not hare been patience, but collusion \ It would 
hare been pajtin|«tion with guilt, itaouM hare Utu to 
make ourseirrs secompbees with the enmiiui 

IVe found it mes irnpostihio to c\sdr puifful dutr witbool 
Ijotraying a sacntl trust Haring, tber»fi>er, n *-ificd Upon 
J.Ve last and nnl/ msnnnrva prmsl peji-ecuttirti, n mir 
next businesA to art In a manner worthy of our long dcti* 
beratiCFfi. In all f^untswe proceeded * ith H-!retu<i Ws 
hire chosen (ao tmn it will so ap^’W to jou** lordships) 
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roch R cnme, and such a crimiual, nud such a body .f evi* 
deuce, nud such a mode of process, as Avoiild liave recom- 
mended this course of justice to posterity, even if it liad not 
been supported by an example in the practice of our fore- 
fathers. 

First, to speak of the process : vro are to inform yo\ir lord- 
ships, that, besides that long pre^^ouB deliberation of fourteen 
years, vre examined, as a preliminary to this proceeding, every 
circumstance which could prove favourable to parties appa- 
rently delinquent, before we finally resolved to prosecute. 
There was no precedent to be found in the journals, favour- 
able to persons in Mr. Hastings’s circumstances, that was not 
applied to. Many measures utterly unknown to former par- 
liamentary proceedings, and which, indeed, seemed in some 
degree to enfeeble them, but which were all to the advan- 
tage of those that were to be prosecuted, were adopted, for 
the first time, upon this occasion. — In an early stage of the 
proceeding, the criminal desired to be heard. He was heard ; 
and he produced before the bar of the House that insolent 
and unbecoming paper which lies upon our table. It was de- 
liberately given in by his own hand, and signed with his own 
name. The Commons, however, passed by everything offen- , 
sive in that paper with a magnanimity that became them. 
They considered nothing in it but the facts that the defend- 
ant alleged, and the principles he maintained ; and after a de- 
bbcration, not short of judicial, we proceeded with confidence 
to your bar. 

So far as to the process ; which, though I mentioned last 
in the line and order in which I stated the objects of oar 
selection, I thought it best to despatch first. 

As to the crime which we chose, we first considered well 
what it was in its nature, under aU the circumstances which 
attended it. We weighed it with aU its extenuations, and 
with all its aggravations. On that review we are warranted 
to assert, that the crimes with which we charge the prisoner 
at the bar are substantial crimes ; that they are no errors or 
mistakes, such as wise and good men might possibly fall into ; 
which may even prodiipe very pernicious effecte, without 
* being in fact great offences. The Commons are too liberal 
not to allow for the difl5.culties of a great and arduous public 
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rituihtm, 111105 lojoir too «eD tbfl domlncifnng nrcciiitws 
^•Uoh freqacnllj occur m nit gn‘at olTairt, They Jojow tho 
eiigencj- of t pn?»ing occwioo, which In i(* procipifato 
career boar* ererTthing donim before it, which doc* not pre 
time to tbo mind to recollect lU tacultio*, to rviuforw lU 
rcawn, and to Haro recourro to faed pnociplc*, but, by com* 
peDing an instant and tumultuous doms]on,foo ofl^n obligee 
men to dccido In a manner that calm judgment mmld cei* 
tamly have rqecW. "NVe Lnow, m wc are to bo KTved by 
men, that the peraons who aerre ui must bo (nod a* min, 
and with a rcry largo allowance indeed to human inllniiity 
and hunum error T^U, mv lords, wo knew, and wo weighed 
before wo camo brforo you. But tho enme* which w* 
charge in thcao artidc*, aro not laprrs, defect*, ennrs, of com* 
mon human frailty, which, as we kiHiw and fol, wo can 
allow for AVo charge this offi-ndcr with no enmea that 
hare not triscofrom pwloni which it u cnmimltoharbour; 
with no offences that hare not their root in avanee rapaotr, 
pride, insolence, ferocity, trcacberr, cruiUy, malfgnitT of 
temper { in ihort, in nothing that Joes not argue a total rx* 
tmction of all moral pnnnpie, that diwe not manifist an ir>. 
ntcrtto blacknees of heart di^ in gram with malwc, Minted, 
oorruptiHl, pangrened to the very eore If we do not plant 
hU cnmei m those rices which tho breast of man Is made 
to abhor, and the »pmt of oil law* human and JiTinc to 
.«,erdict, we desire no longer to be heard upon tbb occasion. 
Let ererTtlimg that can bo pleaded 00 the ground of surpnv 
or error, upon tbo«j grounds be plctdod wdh sacfi'*if we 
gire up tho whole nf tho»o predieanimU Wr un^ no 
enmro that were not cntnes of forethought. We charge 
him with nothing that he did not commit upon Jclil-eratinni 
that Im did not commit sgatnst adiiee, •opjlieninn. and 
^^Bon*tpanl^o; that he did not eomnit agatnd iIm’ direct 
c\mimaii I €jf lawful outhonty , that he did n < rarfn’mt ofU-r 
ri:mn>jf and repnmsml, the trpnvtf and rrpmiand cf If 
who arc nuth 'Tired br iHc Uw* !o rrproic on I rrpnmnJ 
him. Tho criwro of Nlr Ilstting* aro mmro tu \ only 10 
tlMrmaclTrt, but aggraiatM by Ung entne* of c rritur-jw-y ^ 
Tlwy wen? cnoes not f 'ttn', tnt agiin»t i’ o*-* 

cal U«s of jiuiKr, which ara oar ruh> snd oar i. 
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His onencL-s arc, not in fonnal, fochmcal]ang\ingo. but in re- 
ality, in sul'Mnnee, .and cfloct, hi^h criinos and liigb m^do- 
lueanours. 

So far as to tbo criincs. Aa to the criminal, we have 
ebosen him on tbo same principle on wbicb we selected the 
critnes. We have not chosen to bring before you a j'oor, 
puny, trembling delimpicnt, misled, perhaps, by those who 
ought to have laimbt him better, btit who have afterwards 
oppressed him by tlieir power, ns Ibcv bad first oorriipted him 
by their oxamjde. iustanocs there luive been many, wherein 
the punishment of minor oflcncos, in inferior persons, baa 
been made the means of screening crimes of a liigb order, 
and in men of high description. Our course is dilierout. 
We have not brought before you an obscure otleuder, who, 
when his iusigniiioaucc and wc.akncss areweiglicd against the 
power of the prosecution, gives even to jiublic justice some- 
thing of t he njipcarancc of oppression ; no, my lords, we have 
brought before you the first m.nn of India in rank, aiilliority, 
and station. AVc b.avc brought before you the chief of tbo 
tribe, the bead of tbo whole body of eastern ofiendci“s ; n 
captnin-gencr.il of iniquity, under whom all the fi-and, all tbo 
])eculatiou, all the tyranny, in India, arc embodied, discijiliuod^ 
I’.rrnyed, and paid. This is the person, my lords, that wo 
bring before you. We have brought before you such .a per- 
son, that, if you strike at him with the firm and decided arm 
of justice, you ■will not have uced of a great mauy more e.v- 
nmplcs. You strike at the whole corjis, if you strike at the 
head. 

So far as to the crime : so far ns to the criminal. Now, 
my lords, I shall say a few words relative to the endcnco 
which we have brought to support such a charge, and which 
ought to be equal in weight to the charge itself. It is chiefly 
e^^derlce of record, ofllcinlly signed by the criminal himself 
in many instances. We have brought before you his own 
letters, authentic.ated by his own hand. On these we chiefly 
rely. But we shall hkewise bring before you Imng wit- 
nesses, competent to speak to the points to which they are 
brought. , 

• When you consider the late enormous power of the pris- 
oner ; when you considir his criminal, indefatigable assidu- 
.ily^in the destruction of j all recorded evidence; when you 
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coTtftder the inflaencc te t« orw tlmort til hnnc 
nj , wbra jou conytdcr tbo distance of the scene of action,— 
1 bcliere roar lonblup*, tad I bclicm the world, wiH b* 
ai'tonuhcd that so muen, to dear, to solid, and so concltuire 
erWence of all kicdt hai been obtained apunst him, 1 hate 
no doubt that m nine htriaacea in ten the endener Is such 
as would aatufjr the narrow prceuion supposed to prorail, 
end to a degree nphtlj* to prrrail, in all subordinate power 
and delegated jon^ctiom But ronr lordships will mamltin, 
what we tss^ and claim u the nght of the suljocts of 
Onat llntam,— that joa are not bound br enj rules of cn. 
dcacc, or anj- other rules whalercr, cicep^ Ihoeo of natural, 
immutable, and substantial jnstiee 

Qod forbid the Commons should dealrn that tnrtWng 
should be rrceited ts proof from Ihto, which U not tr tlv 
tare adapted to prore too thing In qaesbon. If thep rliould 
make such a rrqueat, they would aim at ortriumlnp the 
Tvty rnncTplcs of that justico to which they rT-*OTt They 
would pte the nation an eiil eiample, Ihat’wonU rebound 
l-a^k on tbemsdres, and bnog destruction opoa their own 
beads, and on tho*c of all their postcnljr 
On the ether hand, 1 hate too much confidence in the 
leanunj with which you wiU be adnred, and Iho liberality 
and ftohlfficsj of the rcnlunrnla with wluch you arc born, 
to su*peet that you would, be any abuse r>f the f wm*. on 1 
a techntral courw of procrWiog, deny (u»tlcr to so a 
part < f the world that clalcti U at your nandj Tour lord* 
thipi always ha I an ample powrr.and slmfwl unlimited pm*, 
dietion; you hare now a lymndless oln-ct. It b not from 
thU d itnct, or frvwn that |ian»b, nrt m ra this cilr, nr the 
othrr jTonnee, that rebrf b cow applied fort railed and 
un lone pnnors rilen»rse iribr', sutTmag nalKiru. hi'lnite 
drsenptKnti cf men, ddf-rent In langu-ige In tnaftnrrt and 
in ntr"— men, sep-aratcrlby errry larrbrcf nature fren you, 
\t |1 r. pforitii-twe of floJ are blended lo efte enmevm enuw, 
a^ 1 *rT rv w Iwvorte rjppHant* at your bar liiell.e torjuir 
eft* » natkn.m ti&lmtr-iof this mystemtu j-nnilrtre, 
Itl it I** Vn-vsn that du rule f •r-ie.J epm riuTH-ipal ciitr-t 
<if anr to S rtui») will pmrni the rmrie of ilsi 
IT»pi-r-il Juiltet ytrt ewr t*l lie peto-’e ihlt ca 1 Irt 

you fnww all part* cf a prmi d-*j »ited*ctli. )'cr,*itcU«d 
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ii3 this kingdom is, an object, Ibnnk God, of envy to the rest 
of the nations ; its conduct in tliat high mid elevated situation 
will ■undoubtedly be scrutinized willi a severity ns great as 
its power is invidious. 

It is well Icno'wn, that enormous wealth has poured into 
this country from India through a thousand channels, public 
and concealed ; and it is no particular derogation from our 
honour to suppose a possibility of being eomiptcd by that 
by which other empires have been corrupted, and asacin- 
blies almost as respectable and venerable ns your lordships 
have been directly or indirectly vitiated. Forty millions of 
money at least have within our memory been brought from 
India into England. In this case the most sacred judicature 
ought to look to its reputation. Without olTence we may 
venture to suggest, that tiie best way to secure reputation is 
not by a proud defiance of public opinion, but by guiding 
our actions in such a manner ns that public opinion may in 
the end be securely defied by having been prcNiously re- 
spected and dreaded. IS^o direct false judgment is appre- 
hended from the tribunals of this country. But it is feared 
that partiality may lurk and nestle in the abuse of our forms 
of proceeding. It is necessarj', therefore, that nothing in 
that proceeding should appear to mark the slightest trace, 
should betr.ay the faintest odour, of chicane. God forbid that 
when you try the most serious of all causes, that when you 
try the cause of Asia in the presence of Europe, there should 
be the least suspicion th.at a narrow partiality utterly de- 
structive of justice should so guide us, that a British subject 
in power should appear in substance to possess rights which 
are denied to the humble allies, to the attached dependants 
of this kingdom, who by their distance have a double demand 
upon your protection, and who by an implicit (I hope not a 
weak and useless) trust in you have stripped themselves of 
every other resource under heaven. 

I do not say this from any fear, doubt, or hesitation, con- 
cerning what your lordships will finally do — none in the 
world ; but I cannot shut my ears to the rumours which you 
all know to be disseminated, abroad. The- abusers of power 
may have a chance to cover themselves by those fences and 
intrenchments which were made to secure the liberties of 
the people against men of-^that very description. But God 

TOL. ■ra *0 
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forbid it ibonld be bruited from Pckia to thM tbe Uvi 
of EngUnd are for tbe neh and tbe poe-erfol, but to the 
poor. Uio mitcrable, and defenceless they afford no resource 
it all God forbid it ibonU be «aub no nation b equal to 
tho Eogbib m n&rfeA/Mf nolence and m Jorpial JubUcc,*— 
that m thii kingdom we fee! onrrelTes competent to confer 
the most cxtraTigint and inordinate power* upon public mm- 
liter*, but that we aro deficient, TX>or, hclplese, lame, and 1»* 
potent in the mean* of calling them to accoiint for tbnr t»o 
of them. As opinion baa been insidiouiljarcnlatcd through 
tbia kingdom, and through foreign nations too, that In order 
to corer our partiapation in guilt, and our common lotercft 
in the plunder of tne Cast, wo hare inrcntcd a act of acho* 
Uitic dutmctlonf, abhorrent to the eommoa eeo*e and ua- 
propitloui to tho common neee**itic* of mankind, bj which 
we are to deny ourtelm the knowledge of what the rest o( 
tbe world kiKiwa, and what ao great a part of tbe world both 
know* and fcela. I do not deprecate ai^ appearuire whid 
may pro eounlcttance to thi* aspemcm from luipicion that 
any corrupt ootire can laflaeoee thl* court ; I depnrate it 
from knowing that hitherto we bare moTcd within tbe nar- 
row circle of municipal joatice 1 am afraid that, from the 
hahili acquired by oonng within a eimimKriWd rphere, 
we mar be induced rather to endeaTeur at fjmng nature 
into that mnninpal circle, than to enlarge tbe circle fif 
national Ju^tirc to tbe neceniitica of tbe empire wc bare 
obtained. 

Thii la tbe only thing wbleh doe* rreaie any doubt or 
difficoUr in the mind* of •ober peejplc Ilut there are Ihoee 
who will not judge ao equitably kSTiere two ntiHim, 
Dtnther of them pmcctW juitifiable, may I-* aligned, tbe 
wor*t ba* tbe ebance ct being pref'TTC'L If. frum aay ap* 
pearonce of cblcwne in tbe etwri. juilire Bboul 1 fall, all men 
wtU »aT,Wtier il,ere were notnbimal* at all Jnmj humlU 
orinl''ci, it woul 1 be better a tbiKi*an I time* to giro all ewfc 
rl» QViti the tbort aaiwer tb'* Ih-y of Al.n<’™ ra»c a 
bnti«b *ml>t«nd3r repreaeotlnc certain (meraniw* •ufTref.l 
hr the Ilntnh r&erehant*,—- *• My fnen 1 " far l{*e ittry ia 
rclite.1 ly I>r BViwe), “danot you know tkal my 
arw a b*nl of ml'-a*, and that 1 am their cirtaiof'*— Mter 
it b* a tboimnd luce*, and a tlocusd tboo'an 1 tune* 
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more manly, tlian a hypocritical process, which, ■under a 
pretended reverence to punctilious ceremonies and observ- 
ances of law, abandons mankmd, "without help and resource, 
to all the desolating consequences of arbitrary power. The 
conduct and event of this cause will put an end to such 
doubts, wherever they may be entertained. Tour lordships 
■will exercise the great plenary powers mth which you are 
invested in a manner that "will do honour to the pro"tectmg 
justice of this kingdom, that will completely avenge the 
great people who are subjected to it. xou -will not suffer 
your proceedings to be squared by any rules, but by their 
necessities, and by that law of a common nature which 
cements them to us and us to them. The reports to the 
contrary have been spread abroad with uncommon industry, 
but they wiU. be speedy refuted by the humanity, simplicity, 
di^ty, and nobleness of your lor^hips’ justice. 

Bhivihg said aU that I am instructed to say concerning 
the process which the House of Commons has used, concern- 
ing "the crimes which they have chosen, concerning the crim- 
inal upon whom they attach the crimes, and concerning the 
e^vidence which they mean to produce, I am now to proceed 
to open that part of the business which faUs to my share. It 
is rather an explanation of the circumstances than an enforce- 
ment of the crimes. 

Tour lordships of course vsdll be apprized, that this cause 
is not what occurs every day in the or^ary roimd of muni- 
cipal affairs ; that it has a relation to many things, that it 
■touches many points in many places, which are wholly re- 
moved from the ordinary beaten orbit of our English affairs. 
In other affairs every allusion immediately meets its point of 
reference ; nothing can be started that does not immediately 
awaken to your atten^tion something in your o"wn laws and 
usages which you meet ■with every day in the ordinary ■trana- 
actions of life. But here you are caught as it were m"to an- 
other world ; you are to have the way pioneered before you. 
As the subject is new, it must be explained ; as it is intricate 
as well as new, that explanation can be only comparatively 
short : and therefore, knowing your lordships to be possessea, 
along "with all other judicial virtues, of the fiist and founda- 
tion. of them all, judicial patience, I hope that you "will not 
grudge a few hours to the explanation of that winch has cost 
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tbd Oommcms foarteon j'ean' UMidnona appUcation to 
qum ; — th&i your lordtiupa viQ not disd&in to grant a few 
^on to wtiat hu coct ttie peo^ of India npwatdi of thir^ 
jmn of that innate, inToternto, hereditary patience toeadura 
IXy lordi, the paren which Mr Haefangs la charged with 
baTing ahuicd, are the mwctb dciegated to him W the Ewt- 
India Company The Eaat-India Company lUdl acta unte 
two Toy diMunflar aorta of poiren, demed from two aonrcca 

f rerj remote from each other The first aonree of iti powe r 
It under charters which the Grown of Orest Britain wsa aa< 
thonxed by act of pariisment to grant; the other u from 
aereral charters denred from the emperor of the Mognla, the 
person m whose dominions they were chiefiy eonreraantt 
partictilgriy that great charter by which, m toe year 1700, 
they eoqnired the nigh itewardahfp of the kinmioma of Ben* 
gal, Bahar, and Onaaa, Under those two bodies of chlrte^^ 
the Bast*India Company and all their emanta are antbomed 
to cot. 

Aa to those of the firtt deecnpbon^ it is from the Britiab 
diarten that they denre tbs capsoty by whxh they are 
conaidersd as a public body, or si all capable of any pnblie 
function. It IS from thence they acquire the espeoty to tahe 
from 01 ^ power whataoerer any other ehnrter, to scq^oireany 
other officea> or to bold any other poiBeniona. bcu>g 
the root and origin of thoir power^ renders them responsible 
to the party from whom all tbmr immediate and conaoqnen* 
tial powers are derired. As they bare emanated from the 
lupreme jpower of this kzngdom, the whole body and the 
whole tram of thnr serranta^ the corporate body as a cerpo* 
rate body, indindoals aa inoindoala, ore responaibis to the 
high jiiroeo of this kingdom- In delegating great power to 
the £aft'India Company thb kingdom has not released its 
s o r erei g nt y; on the contrsry the reaMnifbihty of the Com- 
pany is increased by the greatness and saeredfleca of the pow- 
ers that hare been intrusted to it. Attempts bare been made 
abroad to mreolste s soUoa that the acts of the EasUlndia 
Company and thsir semnb are not c^ini^able here I hope 
on tbit occattoo your lordships fwiU show that this natlra 
nerer did giro a power, witbont annexing to It a proportiOD- 
able degree of responiibilvty. 

As to thgif othtf powers, ths Company denrea then from 
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Ibe IMogul empire by various clmrtcra from that c^o^vn, and 
from the great magistrfjlcs of that crown, and particularly by 
the Mogul charter of 1765, by which they obtained the Du- 
anni, that is, the oflicc of Lord High Steward of the king- 
doms of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa. By tliat charter tlioy 
bound themselves (and bound inclusively all their acr\"unts) 
to perform all the duties belonging to timt new office, and to 
beheld bv-all the ties belonging to that new relation. Jf 
the Mogul empire had c.visted in its vigour, they would have 
been bound under that responsibility to obsen'o the laws, 
rights, usages, and customs of the natives, and to pursue 
their benelit in all things. For this duty was inherent in 
the nature, institution, and purpose of the office which they 
received. If the power of the sovereign, from whom they 
derived those powers, should by nnv revolution in human 
affairs be annihilated or suspended, tlieir duty to the people 
below them, which was created under the Mogul charter, is 
not annihilated, is not even suspended; and for tlieir respon- 
sibility in tbo performance of that duty they arc thrown 
hack upon that country (thank God, not annihilated) from 
whence their original power and nil subsequent derivative 
powers have flowed. When the Company acquired that high 
office in India, an English corporation became an integral 
part of the Mogul empire. AVhen Great Britain virtually 
assented to tbnt gr.ant of office, .and afterwards took advan- 
tage of it, Groat Britain guaranteed the performance of all 
its duties. Great Brilain entered into a virtual act of union 
■with that country, by which we bound ourselves as securities 
to preserve the people in all the rights, la-ws, and liberties 
which their natural original sovereign was hound to support, 
if he and been in condition to support them. By the dis- 
position of events the two duties, flowing from two different 
sources, are now united in one. The people of India there- 
fore come, in the name of the Commons of Great Britain, but 
in their own right, to the bar of this House, before the su- 
preme royal justice of this kingdom, from whence originally all 
the powers under which they have suffered were derived. 

It may be a little neoessary, when we are stating the 
powers the Company have derived from their charter, and 
which we state Mr. Hastings to have abused, to state in aa 
khori; and as comprehensive words as I can (for the matter is 
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largo indeed) what the consfahitlon of that Oomptn/ b ; 1 
caean^ chieflj, ^hat it is in reference to its Indian semc^ the 
great theatre of the abuse Tour lordships will naturslljr 
oonceiTtip that it ii not to mfora yon, but to renre arcnitt- 
itances in your memory, that 1 enter mto this drtalL 
You will therefore reoohcct, that the East-India Company 
had its ormn about the latter end of the reign of EliraSeth, 
a period ofprmecta, when all sorti of commercial a di en tur e a , 
comumies, and monopolies were in fashion. At that time 
the Company waa constrtnted, with eitensiT® powur# for in- 
creasing the commerce and the honoor of this conntiy , be- 
cause increasing its commerce without increasiog itshononr 
»nd reputation would hare beem tho^bt at that tune, and 
will bo thought now, a bad bargain lor the co u n tr y The 
powers of the Company wore^ under that charter, mermr com- 
merciaL By degrees, as the theatre of opcratioai was dmantt 
as its iater«mrso was with many great, some barbarous, and 
all of them armed natvons^naticms m which not only the 
sorereiga but the sutgccts were aimed } it was found neeee* 
tarj to enlarge tbmr powers The first power they obtained 
was a p o w er of naral dJaapUne m tbeir ship*— a power wbieh 
has bees nnee dropped ) the nest was a power of law mar- 
tial { tho neit was a power of qtII an^ to a degree, of 
cnminal juntdiction within their own Cietone*, upon their 
own people and their own serrants t the nest was— and here 
was a stndo indeed— the power of peace and war Those 
high and almost lacocnmurucshle prcrogatirei of soTerelgntr, 
which wero hardly orcr known mJoto to be parted witn to 
any subjcfcti, and which, in seroral states, were not wholly 
Intrusted to tho prince or bead of tho commonwealth himself 
were giren to the East India Compaar That Company ac- 
quired these powers about tho end of the iwipt of Charles IT j 
and they were afterwards moto fully as woU as more legally 
pren by parliament after tho Rcr^utiom From thb time 
the East-Indu Company was no longer merely a mereantilo 
company, formed for the extension of the Bntiih commerce { 
ft more nearly r«cmbU*d a delegation of tbo whole power 
and soremgntT of this kingdooi, sent into tbo East, From 
ihti iifiappa®/ iwffbt in Iw rwssjdrrrd 

nsto sorereigu power ; ll«t is, soremgn with regard to the 
cbecU whiei it touched, subordinate with regard tc‘ tbs 
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power from whence its great trust was derived. Under these 
successive arrangements things took a course very different 
from their usual order. A new disposition took place, not 
dreamt of in the theories of speculative politicians, and of 
which few examples in the least resembling it have been 
seen in the modem world, none at all in the ancient. In 
other instances a political body, that acts as a commonwealth, 
was first settled, and trade followed as a consequence of the 
protection obtained by political power ; but here the course 
of affairs was reversed. The constitution of the Company 
began in commerce, and ended in empire. Indeed, wherever 
the sovereign powers of peace and war are given, there wants 
but time and circumstance to make these powers supersede 
' every other. The affairs of commerce will fall at last into 
their proper rank and situation. However primary in their 
original intention, they will become secondary. The pos- 
session, therefore, and the power of assertion of these great 
authorities coinciding with the improved state of Europe, 
with the improved state of arts in Europe, vdth the improved 
state of laws, and, what is much more material, the improved 
state of military discipline, more and more perfected every 
day with us, — universal improvement in Europe coinciding 
with the general decay of Asia (for the proud day of Asia is 
passed), — this improvement coinciding with the relaxation 
and dissolution of the Mogul government, with the decline 
of its warlike spirit, with the total disuse of the ancient strict- 
ness of the military discipline established by Tamerlane, — 
the India Company came to be what it is — a great empire, 
carrying on subordinately a great commerce ; it became that 
thing which was supposed by the Eoman law irreconcilabJe 
to reason and propriety — eimdem negofiatorem et dominv/m, : 
the same power became the general trader, the same power 
became the supreme lord. 

In this exalted situation the India Company, however, still 
! preserves traces of its original mercantile character. The 
; whole exterior order of its political service is carried on upon 
j a mercantile plan and mercantile principles. In fact the 
! East-India Company j-n^A-sia is a state in the disguise of a 
.■* merchant. Its whole service is a system of public ofiicea 
in the disguise of a counting-house. Accordingly, the whole 
eitemal order and series of the service, as I observed, is com- 
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mcTcul} tlie prmap*!, tho £znrud, the real, n «TmnTt •!>. 
tir^ p^bcaL 

Thiw fjBtem of &e OompanVi Mrriee, Iti CFrder diad> 
plme, ii ae co a sai y to be explained to jonr lardibipa, tbit 
Yun see m what manner the abnaea bare effect^ it. 
In the first place, all tbe penoni who to abroad in tbe 
Companj'i ciril seiTice enter as clerbs in tbe coimting-bonae, 
and are called br a name to cones pund to H, rri/cr? In 
that condibon tnej are obliged to serre fire jean. Tbe 
Koond step ii that of a factory in wbub tbej are obbged to 
serre three jean. Tbe third step tbej tue u that of a 
sMTcitfjU, m winch they are obliged to serre three 
jean more. At that period tbej become tontor merdauUy 
whtoh la tbe highest stage of adnmce m the CompanT^a ter- 
nee } a rank bj which tnej had preteBsicmi, before the jear 
1774, to tbe conndl, to tbe soecaaion of tbe p ml dencj, and 
to wbaterer other hoaonn tbe Companj baa to bestow 

Tbe Companj had, tn ita oarij tnnes, estabbabed factories 
in certain placea, which factories bj degrees grow to tbe 
name of presidenciai and emmeO, in proptTtKm as the power 
and infioenee ot the Companj inmnaed, and u the pobttcal 
began first to stroggle witb and at length to predammsto 
orer the mereantils. In tins form it contmned tbo jear 
1778 j when tbe legbUtnre broke m, for proper r eas ons urg- 
ing them to it, npon that order of tbe sernco, and appointed 
to the superior (bpartment persona who bad no title to that 
place nnoei the ordmorj onro of tbe serrice Idr Haatiags 
and hlr Barwell, whatew edber titles thej might bare 
held solelj under the act of parliament nominating them to 
that authontj ; but In all other respeetj, except where the 
act and other aubseonont acts bare not broken m npon it, 
whole course ol the acmee remaina upon the anoent 
footing, that la, the commercial footmg as to the gradation 
and order of aemce. 

Tour lordahips aee hero a regular senes of grsdatioti, 
which requires eleren jears before snj persona can amre 
at tho hipest tmsta and situations, lou will tbereforo be 
sstonubed, when so kmg a prohatiooaij sernco was required, 
that efleets Terr different from tbcle to be expected from . 
long probation bara happened { and that in a much ahortrf 
tn pfi elcTcn jcajs joo hare teen perso n s returniag 
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into this T\ing<lom ^vilh nfilucnt, with overhcnring fortunes. 
It will be n great part of your inquiry, •when we como before 
your lordships to substantiate evidence ngninst !Mr. Hastings, 
to discover how that order came to bo so completely broken 
down and erased that scarce a trace of it for any good pur. 
pose remains. Though I will not deny that that order, or 
that any order in a state, may be superseded by the ruling 
power wlicn great talents upon pressing oxigcnciea are to bo 
called forth, vet I must .‘j.ay the order itself was formed 
upon wise principles. It furnished the persons who were 
put in that cour.se of probation with an opportunity (if cir- 
cumst.ances enabled them) of acquiring experience in busi- 
ness of revenue, trade, and policy. It gave to those who 
watched them a constant inspection of their conduct through 
all their progre.-js. On the expectant.*! of ofilce it imposed 
the necessity of acquiring a character in proportion to their 
standing, in order that all which they had gained by the 
good hebaviour of years should not be lost by tlie misconduct 
of an liour. It was a great eubstantial rcgulaliou. But 
scarce a trace of the tnic spirit of it remains to he discovered 
in jMt. U.nslings’s government ; for Mr. Hastings cstahlishcd 
offices, nav, whole systems of offices, and especially a system 
of offices m 17S1, which being altogether new, nono of tho 
rules of gradation applied to them ; and he filled those offices 
in such a manner as suited best, not tho constitution nor 
y the spirit of the scnicc, hut his own particular views and 
\purposes. The consequence has been, that persons in the 
ii’ost immature stages of life have been appointed to conduct 
affairs wliich required tho greatest maturity of judgment, 
the greatest possible temper and moderation. Effects natur- 
ally consequent have followed upon it. — I shall not trouble 
your lordsiiips with any further observations on this system 
of gradation, 

- 1 must however remark, before I go further, that there is 
something in the representation of the East-Lidia Company, 

; in their oriental territory, different from that, perhaps, of any 
’ other nation that has ever transported any part of its power 
from one country to nnothor. The East-India Company, in 
, India, is not properly a branch of tho British nation, it is 
1 only a deputation of mdividuals. "Wlien the Tartars entered 
\ into China, when the Arabs and Tartars ouccessively entered 
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iBto HindofUn, ‘when tbe Gotfat and Ykndab pesetnte^ isto 
Buropfj '%htnx. th« Nomana Ibreed tlidr \rt17 into England, 
indeed m all eonijncstt, migrations, wttlementi, and oolonixa- 
tions, the new pe«jple came as the offiirt _,of_ftlnation. The 
Companyui InulTHoalios fiUrtas a national colon j- In effect 
and iubstanMijnobodj can go thither that does not go in its 
semce. The Engluh in India an nothing bat a seminal^ 
for the fuccettian of officers. Thev aro a nation of placoinen j 
— they aw a commonwealth without a people , they an a 
state made np wholly of magtstratea. There 23 n^hing to be 
in p rop rie ty called pwplfi, to watch, to iMpCct* to adinc© 
igaiiat the power 01 omoe. Tho power of so fkr as the 
ifiigUsh nation It coaecmed. la tho sole power in the coontir 
Tho eonseqaence of which it, that being a kingdom of mag» 
trates, wh^ is commonly called the r^nJ da corps a strong 
in it. This apmt of the body predominates equally m ail its 
parts] by wmch the members muft consider thmielTOs as 
mring a eonuson interest, and that eommem interest sepai> 
ated oo\h (rom that of the country which sent them ont, and 
irom that of tho country in which they act. Ko control imon 
them exists i none, I mean, in persons who tmdentand t&cir 
language, who understood their manners, or can apply their 
eondaet to the laws. Therefore, lo a body so constitotod eoc> 
fcderscy is easy, and has been rroeraL Tcmr lordibipa are 
not to expect that that should toppen m such a body whldv 
nerer happened in any body or corporatjcm, that is, that 
they aboufd in any laitancobo a proper check and control 
upon themscim. It is not in ttm natow of (hiu^ The 
fundamental principle of the whole of the East-Inaia Com* 
V pony's sytrlcm is monopoly to some eenae or other Tho tame 
pnadple predominates in tho semeo abroad and the sendee 
at home) and both systems aw mUted info one, animated 
with the same sjnnt, that is, with the eo^rate spirit. The 
whole, taken togeth^, Is to^ as has not been seen in the ex* 
aapies of the hloort, the Portugnrse. the Spaniards, the Jlo- 
mana j in no old, in no recent examples The Dutch may re- 
semble itibuttheyhare not aaemptre properiysodenoiomitcd. 
Br means of this pecahar carumVtaaeo it has not been dijl* 
cult for >I> Hailings to embody abuse, and to put bimaolf 
a* the of a regular system of corraptlon. « 

iUKrthcT circujnsttnce in thaf semeo b dcsemag of no* 
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tice. Except in the liigliest parts of all, tlie emoluments of 
office do not in any degree correspond mth tlie trust, nor the 
nature of the office ■with its name. In other official systems 
the style, in general, is above the function ; here is it the 
reverse. Under the name of junior merchant, senior mer- 
chant, -writer, and other petty appellations of the counting- 
house, you have magistrates of High dignity, you have ad- 
ministrators of revenues truly royal ; — you have judges civil, 
and in some respects criminal, -who pass judgment upon the 
greatest properties of a great country. The legal puhHc 
emoluments that belong to them are very often so inadequate 
to the real dignity of the character, that it is impossible, al- 
most absolutely impossible, for the subordinate parts of it, 
which though subordinate are stations of power, to exist as 
Englishmen who look at a fortune to be enjoyed at home as 
them ultimate object, and to exist in a state of perfect incor- 
ruption inbhat service. 

In some parts of Europe it is true that the greatest situa- 
tions are often attended with but little emolument ; yet still 
they are fiUed. "Why ? Because reputation, glory, fame, the 
esteem, the love, the tears of joy which flow from happy 
sensibility, the honest applauses of a grateful country, some- 
times pay the cares, anxieties, and toils which wait on great 
situations in the commonwealth : and in these, they pay in 
money what cannot be paid in fame and reputation. It is 
the reverse in the service of the India Company. Ulory is 
not the lot of subordinated merit ; and all the subordinate 
parts of the grada-tion are officers who, in comparison -with 
the offices and duties intrusted with them, are miserably 
provided for; whereas the chief of each great presidency 
has emoluments securing him agabast every mode of tempta^ 
tion. But if this has not secured the bead, we may easily 
judge how the members are -to be coerced. Mr. Hastings 
at the head of the service, with high legal emoluments, has 
fouled his hands and sullied his government -with bribes. He 
has substituted oppression and ■fyranny in the place of legal 
government, ^ith all that unbounded, licentious power 
which he has assumed ovot the public revenues, instead of 
ehdeavouring to find a series of gradual, progressive, honour* 
able, and adequate rewards for the persons who serve the 
public in the subordinates but powerful situations, he has 
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left them to pre/^ upon tbe people 'witbmtt the imillMt de> 
gree of comt^ In de&nlt ot boneit emolument, there tt 
the unbounded license of power , and (u one of tbe hai>e9t> 
est end ablest eerranti oi the Companj to me in cou> 
TOTWtion) the aril aemce of tbe Oompany resembled the 
military temce of the Uabrattaa — little pay, but unbounded 
license to plunder I do not say that some of tbe mJsnf 
giren in India would not sound well hero ) but when you 
consider the nature of tbe trusts, tbe dignity of the sitostioii, 
whaterer the name of them may be, the powers that are 
granted, the hopes that ereiy nwi has of establishing himself 
at home^ — ^I repeat it b a aoorre of jnflnite grierance — of in* 
finite abuM i of whKdi source of corrupt power ws diaruo 
Ur Hastings ^th haring amllod h<iTi>#<if in fiUmp xip too 
Yoid of direct pay, by flnWfng out and coumtenanemg erery 
brnd of obliquo and umast emolmnent, tbough it must he 
confea^ thuheisiarirom bemg solely miil^ of IhisofieDce. 

Another mrcumftsnoe which distingoWics tUo Eatt'Indls 
Company U the youth of thepersoDs who are employed m 
the sTstem of that sarriee 0 !m sterrants hare almost oni« 
rertally been sent out to benn their promss and career ^ 
Bctrre oeenpatmn, and in the exercise of high authon^, at 
ttet period of life which in all other places has been em- 
ploye m the eooree of a ngid educab^ To put tho mat- 
ter m a few words, they are transferred from slippery youth 
to perilous independence, &om periloas indcpcnacnco to ii>- 
oram&tc expectations, from loorouiale expcctatioiis to bound- 
lets power School-boys without tutors, mmors without 
gutroisni, the worid is let loose upon thorn, with all its tempt- 
ilions; they are let loose upon tbe worid, with til the 
powers that des p o tis m inroUes. 

It is farther remarkable^ these serrants exercise, whst 
your lordships are now exercising, high judicial powers { and 
th^ exer cis e them without the smallest study of any law 
eit^ general or mnninpal. It is made a sort of rule in the 
semce, a rule eonfirmed eren W the attempts tint were 
made to correct it (I mean, confirmed by Sir El^sh impey, 
when under the auspices of Air Vsstlngt he undertook to 
b* frgisisfor for India), that tbe judicial character, the Uat ix 
tEie order of legs! progreea, tw to which sU proTrsdocal 
meo look up as tho crown of th^ Isbours, tw oltldisto 
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Iiopo of men grovai grey in profcBsionnl prncticc, ib among 
the first crperinicntal situnlionsofn Company’s servant. It 
is expressly said in that body of rcgnlntiona to which I al- 
lude, that the ofiice and sitn.ation of a judge of the dewnnny 
courts of adawlct is to be filled by tho_;:/7jior 6cr\'nnt8 of the 
Ooinnany ; and ns tlic judicial emolument is not substantially 
cq^unl to that of other situatip'^s, the ofiicc of a judge is to bo 
taken, as it were in frnusifu, fw a passage to other ofliccs not 
of a judicial nature. As soon therefore ns a young man has 
supplied the defects of his education by the advantage of somo 
experience, be is immediately translated to a totally different 
oflico; and another young man is substituted to loam, at the 
expense of the property of Indio, to fill a situation which 
when he m.ay be qualified to fill ho is no longer to hold. 

It is in a great measure the same wth regard to tho other 
situations. Tliey arc tho situations of groat statesmen, 
which, according to the practice of the world, require, to fill 
properly, rather a largo converse with men and much inter- 
course in life, than deep study of books; though that too has 
its eminent service, wo know that in the habits of civilized 
life in cultivated society there is imbibed by men a good deal 
of tho solid practice of government, of the true maxims of 
state, and everything that enables a roan to servo hie coimtry. 
But these men arc sent over to exercise functions at which 
a statesman here would tremble, without any theoretical study, 
and without any of that sort of experience which in mixed 
societies of business and converse form men gradually and 
insensibly to great affairs. Low cunning, intrigue, and stra- 
tagem are soon acquired ; but manly, durable policy, which 
never sacrifices the general interest to a partial or momentary 
advantage, is not so cheaplv formed in the human under- 
standing. 

Mr. Hastings, in his defence before the House of Commons 
and in the defences he has made before your lordships, has 
lamented his own situation in this particular. It was much 
to be lamented indeed. How far it will furnish justification, 
extenuation, or palliation of bis conduct, when we come to 
examine that conduct, will be seen. 

These circumstances in the system have in a great degree 
vitiated and perverted what is in reality — and many things are 
in reality — excellent in ih They have rendered the applies- 
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tiOL of all coTTcctiTee and remediea to abuae at bat precart. 
ooa m thenr opcrahoru The lawi that wb hare made, 
coTGumla wluch the Corapany hai obH^ ita aman^ to 
enter mto, tlie occaaioiial o^en that harel>eea girai at lean 
oatensfbly good, oil hare prored noxjoua to the country, in. 
itead of beneficial. To ulnatrate thia point I beg leare to 
obserre to your lordtlupa, that the aerranta of the Company 
are obhged to enter mto that aemce not only irith an m- 
pr ea con of the general duty which ettachee npem all aer ranta, 
out are obliged to engage in a apeofio cormant with their 
maaten to perform all the daba deacribed m that corenant 
(which are aH tbo dotia of thar relatioiO under heary pe. 
Tultif*- Th^ are bound toarepebtion of tboe comanta at 
OTcry atep ol their progreaa, from wntcr to factor, from fketor 
to jumor merchant, and from junior merchant to aenior mer- 
chant. Hey ought, aocordmg to tbo rul^to renew the»o 
corenanta at theae timea by aomething (I apeak without 
offenoe) which may be aaid to raemblo conOnnabco in tie 
church. Hey are obhgod to renew tbeir obbgabon in par- 
ticular to recelre no glft^ gntmtiea, cr preaenta whataoerer 
Xhia acbeme of coreninta would hare been wiao and proper 
if it had belong to a judiaoua order and rational eouautent 
ach^e of diamplino. The ordan of lie Company hare foN 
bidden their aerranta to take any extemeoua emolmnenta. 
He act of paiiiAment hai fulminated against them Clear 
pofitire lawi and clear poaihre pnrate engagementa hare no 
exception of circumstances in them, no diflerence qitoed 
et auitvr, but erery one who olTenu againit the law n liable 
to the law The conaequcnco is this j — be who baa deriated 
but an inch from tbo itralght line, be who baa taken but one 
penny of unlawfhl emolument,— and all bare taken many 
pennlea ^ unlawful emolument,— doa not dare to compUm 
of the moat alwuidoned extortion and cruel opprctaioo in any 
of bii fellow-aerrant*. He who baa taken a tnfle perhapi aa 
the reward of a good action is obliged to be aOent when be 
sees whole nation* desolated around him The great crimi- 
nal at the bead of the terrice has the laws m bts hand { he is 
always able to prore tbo amafl offaoce, and enuh the p^raon 
who Ml committrf it This fa ono grand aourco of Sir Uut- 
bgt’i power After he bad got the better of the parlutncoU 
My eommiulon, no coopdaint fro® any part of tii# amwa 



TTJXJiVAX/XA X XXI a j 




appeared against Mr. Hastings. He is bold enough to 
te it as one presumption of bis merit, that there has been 
such complaint. Ho such complaint indeed can exist. 

3 spirit of the corps ■would of itself almost forbid it ; to 
ich spirit an informer is the most odious and detestable of 
characters, and is hunted down, and has always been 
ited down, as a common enemy. But here is a new secur- 
. "Who can complain, or dares to accuse ? The whole ser- 
B is irregular : nobody is free from small offences ; and, as 
lave said, the great offender can always crush the small one. 
you examine the correspondence of Mr. Hastings, you 
uld imagine, from many expressions very deliberately used 
him, that the Companjr’s service was made out of the 
•y filth and dregs of human corruption ; but if you examine 
conduct towards the corrupt body he describes, you would 
agine he had lived in the speculative schemes of visionary 
ration. 

He was fourteen years at the head of that service ; and 
ire is not an instance, no, not one single instance, in which 
endeavoured to detect corruption, — or that he ever in any 
e single instance attempted to punish it ; but the whole 
•vice, with that whole mass of enormity which he attributes 
it, slept as it were at once under his terror and bis pro- 
jtion ; — under his protection if they did not dare to move 
ainst him ; under terror firom his power to pluck out indi- 
iuals, and make a pubhc example of them whenever he 
ought fit. And therefore that service, under his guidance 
d influence, was, beyond even what its o^vn nature disposed ^ 
to, a service of confederacy, a service of connivance, a ser- 
2 e composed of various systems of guilt, of which Mr. Hast- 
gs was the head and the protector. But this general con- 
vance he did not think sufficient to secure to him the general 
pport of the Indian interest. He went further. We- shall 
'ove to your lordships that when the Company were driven 
r shame, not by inclination, to order several prosecutions 
;ainst delinquents in their service, Mr. Hastmgs, direct- 
contrary to the duty of his office, — directly contrary 
i the express and positive law of the court of directors, 
hich law parliament had bound upon him as his rule of action, 
-not satiffied -with his long tacit connivance, venlured before 
3 left his government, and»among his last acts, to pass a gen- 
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enl vA of pudoa tnd indemm^, tnd fit onco prdgtcJ tbo 
wboI« bodj of tho proKcoticns turectcd hj hk mattcn, tbo 
Compenj, to be diMbirged^ 

Uanug had fourteen jeari* Iran of coimlrtaice to beitoir, 
and gmng&t the end a general nleAie ofall tuitaandfictuma, 
ho noir puta btmfiolf at tlrt bead of a raat body etmched by 
hu bonntka, connxranoea, fiod mdemndtitJ, and eopects tbo 
fupport of thon vbom bo had tbni foDf rewarded and dio- 
chtrged from the porvmt of the lawi. xou will find in tbo 
courte of thut bunnco that when oharge* hare boon hroti^ht 
a^ninit hhn of any bribeiy, corr u p tb o, or other malnraafaen, 
hu eonm haa bcm to ancwor litUo or nothing to that apoci* 
fic bribery, eorruptwn, or malTcraaik«i; hia way haa been to 
call on this cottrt of dcrectom to inquire of erery acrrant who 
cornea to Eoropo, and to tsf whether there was an^ one man 
in it that v£U mre him an m word. He baa pot huniclf into 
a aitnatinn m wWh he may alwaya aafcly call to his charaeter, 
and wfii alwaya find himaelf utterlT incawhW of justdyiog 
hia eoaduct. So Car I hare trouhlra your Wdahipa with the 
ayttem of eonfederaey and eonmranee which under bla 
toapicea wai the rital pnnesple of almost the whole irmea. 

There ia ouo member of toe temce wbkdi I hare omitted | 
but whether I ought tohare out it fint or, fit 1 do now, last, 
1 must coufeas 1 am at some loas i heeansr. though It ap^n 
to be the loweet (if any regular) part of tno aerrice, it is by 
{»x the most eonndetaDle and the moat dEemt ) without a 
fUU consideration and ezptanalioo of which hardly any part 
of tbo eondaert of Mr Kaslio^ and of many others that may 
be in his aituatkm, can be fully understood 

I bate gireti your lonUbipa an amnint of wnters, betora, 
raerchants, who exercise the oSce ofjudeca, lord chancellors, 
chanccUora of the exchequer. mlnUtera of state, and managers 
of great rcsenoca. But there ia another dcacription of 
iseo of more importance than them all, a deaenpuon you 
hare often heard oli but which haa not been suOioenlJy «• 
piainrdj I mean the banyan. ^Vhen the Company’s senieo 
waa no more thin mereantde, and the serranta were geoer* 
ally unacquainted with the eoun/ry, they used the mterren- 
tKm Ckf eertam factors among the r^rca, which were calk'd 
banyans j we cnHed them so because they were of the tribe 
or (a*t4 ^ the banyans or rocrchants, the Jpdjscs bein^ gen* 
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ally distributed into trades according to tlieir tnbes, Tbe 
.me still continues when tbe functions of tbe banyans are 
bally altered. The banyan is known by other appellations, 
e is called dewan or steward ; and, indeed, this is a term 
ith more propriety applied to him in several of his func- 
ins. He is, by his name of office, the steward of the 
•usehold of the European gentleman : he has the manage- 
ent of his affairs, and the ordering of his servants. He is 
mself a domestic servant, and generally chosen out of that 
iss of natives who by being habituated to misery and sub- 
ction can submit to any orders, and are fit for any of the 
Lsest services. Trained under oppression (it is 'the true 
lucation), .they are fit to oppress others. They serve an 
)prenticeship of servitude, to qualify them for the trade of 
Tanny. They know all the de\'ice 8 , all the little frauds, all 
le artifices and contrivances, the whole panoply of the de- 
nsive armour by which ingenious slavery secures itself 
jainst the violence of power. They know all the lurking 
lies, aU the winding recesses, of the unfortunate ; and they 
ant out. distress and misery even to their last retreats, 
hey have suffered themselves ; but far from being taught by 
lose sufferings to abstain from rigour, they have only learned 
le methods of afflicting their fellow slaves. They have the 
28t intelligence of what is done in England. The moment 
Company’s servant arrives in India, and his English con- 
exions are known to be powerful, some of that class of 
Bople immediately take possession of him as if he were their 
iheritance. They have knowledge of the country and its 
[fairs ; they have money, they have the arts of making 
loney. The gentleman who comes from England has none 
E" these ; he enters into that world as he enters into the 
orld at large, naked. His portion is great simplicity, great 
idigence, and a strong disposition to relieve himself. The 
onyan, once in possession, employs his tyraimy, not only 
ver the native people of his country, but often over the 
laster himself, who hasTittle other share in the proceedings 
f his servant but in giving him the ticket of his name, to 
lark that he is connected ^th and supported by an Euru- 
ean, who is himself well connected and supported at home, 
bis a commission which nothing can resist. Erom that 
loment forward it is not the Englishman, it is the black 

VOL. VU. T) 
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DaiiTtB ttat t* the maiter Tbo Dominnl maiter ofum IKw 
from bu hand. VTo knew bow yotmg men aro sent out of 
thh country t wtJ know bow bapjiy we are to hrar soon that 
they arc no longer a burtben to tbeir fnenda and parantj 
Tbo banyan knowt it too. He tnppltes tbo young aerrant 
with money He baa him under bn power , flrrt, from tbo 
neceoity of employing •neb a man; and noit (and tbu b 
tbo more important of the two), he baa that dreadful power 
OTcr hla mairter which erery creditor has orcr bn debtor 
Actiona tbo moat abhorrent to hia naturo be muat aco 
demo before hta (aco t and thousanda and tbouaands wor«e 
are done tn bis absence, and bo dare not complain. The ban* 
yan eitorta, roba, plunders, and then piTca bun juat what 
proportion of tho apcnl ho pleases. It the maatcr should 
murmur, tho rery power that was aent orer to protect tho 
people of India from tbeoe rcry abuse* (tbo beat tbraga 
Dcing pQ'T crt ed when applied to unknown obiecta, and put 
into un'nntablo aitnationa)— tbo tery law* of Enpland, ty 
TnakuiR tho re c orery of debta more «ay, infinitely inercaw 
tbo poser of tho banyan orer hia maatcr Ibna tho anpreme 
eourtof ju*itwe,tbo i-wtuied eorreetor of aH obuaea, becomeo 
a collateral security for that abofrunablo ttranny eiennaod by 
tho momed banraai otct Eurc^icaiu aa well as tho nat iTCa. Ho 
that while ve are here baaatinc of tho Bnttab power in tlio 
Eaat, wo are in perhaps more than half our someo nolhiag 
but the inferior miserable Inatmmcnta of tho tyranny wbicb 
tho lowest part of tho natirc* of India ricrew, to tho dla* 
grace of tbo Tlntiah authority, and to the rum of all that is 
respi^clahlp among their own countrymen. They hate aob. 
tertoJ the Oral house* totally mined and nndone the country, 
cheated and deCraoded the retenue; thn mailer a silent, 
soTBsUmea a melancholy, spectator, until some oflice of high 
ctnoluioml baa ctnancipatcd him Thu has often been tbo 
true reavm that the Orninanr'i aerranta m India, m onlcp 
to free thcciaclTca from toia horrid and atrooona •emlnde, 
are obliged to bccoroo instrument* of anruber tyranny, and 
mull pro'titnto tbcm*elTt-» to men m pnacr, in enter to ol>. 
tain some oIEco that msv cnabln them to c»ope the. •cttL. 
tude* bcltnr, and enable them to par their debt* And Unca 
many hare bccoroo the hiitnimcma of Mr Hoatinp 
Tbcae banyans or dewanu Ter* ongmalty among tho Mr*i.x 
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castes in the country. But now it is true that, after seeing 
the power and profits of these men, — that there is neither 
power, profession, nor occupation to be had, which a reput- 
able person can exercise, but through that channel, — ^men of 
higher castes, and bom to better things, have thrown them- 
selves into that disgraceful servitude, have become menial 
servants to Englishmen, that they might rise by their de- 
gradation. But whoever they are, or of whatever birth, they 
have equally prostituted their integrity, they have equally 
lost their character ; and once entered into that course of 
life, there is no difference between the best castes and the 
worst. That system hlr. Hastings confirmed, established, 
increased, and made the instrument of the most austere ty- 
ranny, of the basest peculations, and the most scandalous 
and iniquitous extortions. 

In the description I have given of banyans a distinction 
is to be made. Your lordships must distinguish the banyans 
of the British servants in subordinate situations, and tho 
banyans who are such to persons in higher authority. In the 
latter case the banyan’ is in strict subordination, because he 
may always be ruined by his superior ; whereas in the former 
it is always in his power to rum his nominal superior. It 
was not through fear but voluntarily, and not for the ban- 
yan’s purposes but his own, Mr. Hastings has brought for- 
ward his banyan. He seated him in the houses of the prin- 
cipal nobility, and invested him with farms of the revenue ; 
he has given him enormous jobs ; he has put him over the 
heads of a i obility which for their grandeur, antiquity, and 
dignity noight almost be matched with your lordships. He 
has made him supreme ecclesiastical judge, judge even of 
the very castes, in the preservation of the separate rules and 
separate privileges of which that people exists. He who has 
dominion over the caste, has an absolute power over some- 
thing more thau life and fortune. 

Such is that first or last (I know not which to call it) order 
in the Company’s 8er^dce c^led a banyan. The mutseddies 
clerks, accountants, of Calcutta, generally fall under this de- 
scription. Tour lordships' will see hereafter the necessity 
of giving you, in the opening of the CAse, an idea of the situa- 
tion of a banyan. You will see, as no Englishman, properly, 
spea&ng, acts by himself, that he must be made responsible 
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for tbit perKFii ctlled Ub banjnn, for tho pcmer h© wtEer 
met tmdcr him, or the pcnrer he ha© acqrared orer hfan. The 
banjui eecnpet, m the night of hla oomplonon and tttoahcm, 
the mqmiT that a xhite man cannot rtflnd before m thii 
cotmtTT trough the banyan© or other black natircB a bad 
■errant of the C^pany reccirta hU bribe©. Through them 
be decidei fa)»clr agaiiut the btlet of btigonU m t^ court 
of coitcf, or m the offieei of public regwtiT Through them 
Mr Haitmgi hai eiendood oppreamona which, I wiD reuturo 
to uy, in ha own name, m hu own character, daring ai he b 
(and he la the mott danog crmnnal that crer earned^, he 
nerer would dare to praetiaa. Many, if not moat, of the miguH 
ties of hu intenor bad adaiimatmtion hare been perpetrated 
through theao bonyana or other narireagenta andconOdanUi 
and we ihtll ehow you that he ia not aotiaBcd with one o( 
them \ confiding few of hia accreta to Europcana, and hardly 
any of hii uatromentf, either natiro or European, knowing 
tbo Bccreta of each otW Thi* u the ayatem of baoyflnujo 
and of concealment which Mr Ilaalin^ inatead of enuheni* 
ing out of tho aerriee, hat propagated by example and by 
mpport, and enlarged hr conrerUng eren Enropeana mto 
that da^ and loitdioux cooraetcr 
I bare explained or endearounpd to explain to yrour lord- 
ahips these arcumitaneci of the true ©pint, gcnloa, and 
character, more than tbo o«teuaiblo inatitutrona, of tho Com. 
pany’i eemec- I now ■hall beg leoro to bnng before you 
one inititution, taken Irom the mercanfilo conatHuticFix of 
the Company »o ciccJknt that I will rtralure to ray that 
human wiadom haa nerer exceeded it. In thta excellent in. 
etilutKin the counting hottro garo Irteona to tho rtate The 
actlre, ar^ened, and enlightened pnnciplo of kK Inlewal 
will proTide a better ayitcm for tho gawd of that ititeiT*t, 
than the cold, drow^ wiKlom of thoae who prorldo for a 
good out of thcmrcltTa erer eontnrrd for the public. The 
plana ■ketched by pnrato prudence for jiriratc Intcrrtt, tl»o 
ngulation* by mercantile men for thrir mwantllc porpo*e*, 
when tb^ can br appli>d to the ^•Hnplinc and order of the 
■Ute, produce a di*cipliac and order which no ■tate *11011)11 
be aaKamed to copy The Company'a meirantfle regulation* 
are admlmhly fitted f»r the gntjrTiTprnt « f a mnoto, iirn^, 
du, canted empva. Aa merehanta haiiug Cuion abroad in 



ff-AXEEN HASTIKQS. EBQ. 


37 


distaut parts of the ■world, they liave obliged them to a tai- 
nuteness and strictness of register, and to a reguiainty of 
correspondence, which no state has ever used in the samu 
degree with regard to its public ministers. The Company 
has made it a fundamental part of their constitution, that 
almost their whole government shall be a written govern- 
ment. Tour lordships ^viIl observe, in the course of the pro- 
ceeding, the propriety of opening fully to you this circum- 
stance in the government of India ; that is, that the Company’s 
government is a government of writing, — a government of 
record. The strictest court of justice, in its proceeding, is 
not more, perhaps not so much, a court of record as the ludi.a 
Company’s executive serNuce is, or ought to he, in all its pro- 
ceedings. 

In the first place, they oblige their servants to keep a 
journal, or diary, of aU their transactions, public and private : 
they are bound* to do this by an express covenant. They 
oblige them, as a corrective upon that diary, to keep a letter- 
boo^ in which all their letters are to be regularly entered. 
And they are bound, by the s.ame covenant, to produce' all 
those books upon reg^uisition, although they should be mixed 
with affairs concerning their own private negotiations and 
transactions of commerce, or their closest and most retired 
concerns in private life. But, as the great corrective of all, 
they have contrived that every proceeding in public council 
shall be written; — no debates merely verbal. The argu- 
ments, first or last, are to be in writing and recorded. All 
other bodies, the Houses of Lords, Commons, Pri'vy Council, 
Cabinet Councils for secret state deliberations, enter only 
resolves, decisions, and final resolutions of affairs ; the argu- 
ment, the discussion, the dissent, does very rarely, if at all, 
appear. But the Company has proceeded much farther, and 
done much more wisely, because they proceeded upon mer- 
cantile principles ; and they have provided, either by orders 
or course of office, that all shall be -written — the proposition, 
the argument, the dissent. This is not confined to their 
great council ; but this order ought to be observed, as I con- 
ceive, and I see considerable traces of it in practice, in every 
provincial council, whilst the provincial councils existed, and 
even do-wn to the minutest ramification of their service. 
Thefte books, in a progression from the lowest councils to the 



88 


■racn ur tujs nirRACinrarr or 


hij5hett tJTecidenoy, are ordered to be trenBinitted, dnpllcite 
tnpucate, hj ererj ibip that flaiU to Europe. On thii 
•jBtem an able Berrant of the Company, and nigh in tbeir 
aemce, haa recorded ha opinion, ana etrongly expretaed hia 
wntnnenta ’Writing to ^ court of dniectora, he Bays, ” It 
ooght to be rememband that the baais upon Trfdch you rose 
to poirer, and have been able to etand the abock of repeated 
conTuisxona, haa been the accuracy and aimplicity of roercan- 
tile method, ifhioh makea ortry tnmiaction in your aemce, 
and ereiy expenditure, a matter of record.'’ 

ITy lords, thia method not only mnrt prodnee to them, if 
atneUy obserred, a more aoeuraie ides of the nature of their 
affairt, and the nature of their expenditures, bnt it must 
afford them no tnnal oppartuinty and meana rf Iniowing the 
true characters of their aemmtB, their capacities, their tt^s 
of tbmVmg, the turn and bias of their lumda If well em- 
ployed, and but a httle nuproTod, the Kast India Company 
powesaed an adrant^ unknown before to the chief of a 
remote goroniment «i the most remote parta of tho world, 
and in the minutest parts of a remote aemce, cr ei y t hing 
came before the pnnci^. withadonestio accnrscy and load 
Uouh^tT It was m the power of a direetCT, aittic^ m 
London, to form an accurate judMent of ercry mcidenttbat 
happened upon the Ganges and tbe Gogrt. 

Tne use of this recorded system did not consist onW in 
the laalitT of dacoreruig what the nsturo of tbmr afuura 
and tbe cKaracter and capacity of thcir Bcrranta were, but 
it furmabed the roeana ol detecting Ibelr mwcondnet j fre- 
quently of pronng it, too, and of producing the eridence to 
it judiasBy under their own hands. For your lordships 
bare obserred that it is rsr© indeed, that m s eootinned 
course of eril practices any uiuform method of proccodmg 
will srrro tbe purposes of the ddinqnent. Innocence « 
plain, direct, and simnlo g^t b a crooked, intricate, incon- 
stant, and Tanous thmg The iniquitous of to-dar may 
be corered by tpoaous reasons , but when the mb of iniquity 
of to-morrow tucooods, tbe roasona that hare coloured tho first 
crime may expose the eecoud n-alrcriatiOTi. ‘ITte msu of 
fraud falls into contradictioo, pnnsncatioti, coofudoo. Thfi* 
baatens, thn fsdllUtcs, connctiQU. Dcsidrs, time b oot 
alijsrod for corruptiDg th* recunh. They are Sown odi of 
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their hnuds ; tlicy iirt; i)i Europe ; tlie}' nrc tafo in tlie regis- 
ters of the Cotnpany ; perhaps tlicy are vmcler the eye of par- 
linmout, before tlic writers of them have lime to invent an 
excuse for a direct contrary conduct to that to which their 
former pretended principles ajiplicd. This is a great, a ma- 
terial pari of the constitution of the Company, Jly lords, I 
do not think it to be imicli apologir.cd for, if I repeat that 
this is the fundamental regulation of their service, and which, 
if preserved in the first inslaneo, ns it ought to be, in ofiicial 
practice in India, and then used as it ouglit to be in England, 
would afibrd such a mode of governing a great, foreign, dis- 
persed empire, ns I will venture to say few countries ever 
possessed even in governing the most limited and narrow 
jurisdiction. 

It was the great business of !Mr. Hastings’s policy to sub- 
Tert this great political edifice. His first mode of subverting 
it was by commanding the public ministers, paid by the Com- 
pany, to deliver tlicir correspondence ujion tiic most critical 
and momentous affairs to him, in order to be suppressed and 
dostroved at his pleasure. To support him in tiiis plan of 
spoliniiou, bo lias made a misebievous distinction in public 
business, between public and private corrcsjiondcncc. Tiio 
Company’s orders and covenants made none. There are, 
readily I admit, thousands of occasions in which it is not 
proper to divulge promiscuously a private correspondence, 
though on public atlhirs, to the world ; but there is no occa- 
sion in w’hioli it is not a necessary dut)', on requisition, to 
communicate your corrcspoudence to those who form the 
paramount government, on whose interests, and on whose 
concerns, and under whose authority, this correspondence 
has been carried on. The very same reasons Avliich require 
secrecy with regard to others, demand the freest communica- 
tion to them. But Mr. Hastings has established principles 
of confidence and secrecy towards himself, which have cut off 
all confidence between the directors and their ministers, and 
effectually kept them at least out of the secret of their own 
affairs, 

"Without entering into all the practices by which he has 
^ attempted to maim the Company’s records, I shall state one 
•more to your lordships ; that is, his avowed appointment ol 
spies and under-agents., who shall carry co. the real state 
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tmr JiCM, while there arc pobbe and oeteneihle agenti who 
are not m the aeoret Tte correejxmdeace of thoee pnrato 
ageoti he holda m hu own cominmuoatea as be tVimt* 

proper, but meet cotnmonljwithboldi. There remams nothing 
ibr the directors bnt tho shell and husk of a drr, formal, 
official o oi reapondanca, which neither mwwTv anjtning, nor 
was intended to mean anjthmg 

These are some of the methods which he has d«f!eated 
the pnipoaea of the excellent mstitution of a recorded Hilmin 
utration, But there are cases to be brought before this 
court m whidi be has laid the axe at onoe to the root ; which 
was, xjj delegatma out of his own hands a great denoiroent 
of the powers of tne Company, which he was himself bonnd 
to execute, to a board which was not bound to reco r d thdr 
daliberaticiQs with the same atnetneas as be hunself was 
bound. He appointed of his own usurped suthon^ a board 
for the admrnistration of the rerenue, t^ memben of whidi 


were oipresilj dispensed from recojdmg tbeir dueunts, untO 
they chose it , and m that office, as m a great gQK a most 
important part of the Company*# transacticms has been boned. 

JfotWTtnstioding lus unwenned pains m the work of ipo» 
Hat ion, some preenms fragments are loft, which we ought m> 
fimtelr to raloe, by wm^ we may and lament the 
loss oi what ha has de str oyed. If it were not for those in> 
estimable fragments and wrecks of the recorded goremment, 
which bare been sared from the deatruotion wbira 2Ir Hast- 
ings mtended for them all, the most shamofal cnonmties 
that hare eror dtsgraeed a gorernmeut or harassed a people 
would only be kno^ in this country by secret whispen and 
unauthenticated anecdotes; the disgracers of goreniment, 
the taxer s and affiioters of mankind, instead of being brought 
before an awful pubbo tribunal, mi^t bate been nonour^ 
with tbe highest end rewards tbeir country has 

to bestow , and sordid bribery, base peeulatlou, iron handed 
extortion, fierce, unrelentiog tyranny, might thotowlTcs hare 
been inrosted with those saci^ rob<» of justice^ before which 
this day they hare cause to tmnhie. 

Mr llsstiDgs, sensible of what he sufiers from this rtigis* 
ter of acts tmI opuiious, has cDdearcrunKl to dkeredit and * 
ruin what remains of it. He refuses, in his defence to tbe 
House of Commons, in letten to the court of directon,*ui 
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various vrritings and decl.nrations, lie refuses to lie tried l^y 
his own recorded declarations ; he refuses to bo bound by 
his own opinions, delivered under his o-wn baud. lie knows 
that he and the record cannot exist together. He laiows 
that what remains of the witten constitution, wliich he has 
not destroyed, is enongli to destroy liitn. lie claims a prin- 
legc of systematic inconstancy ; a privilege of prevarication ; 
a prudlcgc of contradiction ; a privilege of not only changing 
his conduct, but the principles of his conduct, whenever it 
suits his occasions. But I hope your lordships will show the 
destroyers of that wise constitution, and the destroyers of 
those records, which are to bo the securities against malversa- 
tion in office, the discoverers and avengers of it, that whoever 
destroys the discoverer establishes the iniquitj'^ ; that, there- 
fore, your lordships will bind him to his oivn declaraiionSt 
given on record under his own hand ; that you will say to 
this unfaithful servant of the Compau}', what was said to 
another imfaithful person, upon a far less occasion, by a far 
greater authority, “ Out of thy own mouth •vs'ill I judge thee, 
thou wicked servant.” 

Having gone through what I have been instructed might 
be necessary to state to your lordships co'nceming the Com- 
pany’s constitution, — I mean the real inside, and not the shell, 
of its constitution ; having stated the abuses that existed in 
it ; having stated how Mr. Hastings endeavoured to perpe- 
tuate, and to increase, and to profit of the abuse, and how he 
has systematically endeavoured to destroy, aud has in some 
instances in fact destroyed, many things truly excellent in 
that constitution ; if I have not wasted your time in explana- 
tion of matters that you are already weU acquainted with, I 
shah, next beg leave to state to you the abuse in some parti- 
culars of the other part of the public authority, which the Com- 
pany acquired over the natives of India in virtue of the royal 
charter of the present Mogul emperor, in the year 1766. 

My lords, that you may the better judge of the abuse 
Mr. Hastings has made of the powers vested in him, it will be 
expedient to consider a little who the people are, to whoso 
prejudice he has abused these powers. I shall explain this 
point with as much brevity as is consistent "with the distinct- 
ness with which I mean to bring the whole before your lord- 
ilnps and I bog to observe to you, that ;his prevnius dis. 
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conm, raiber explanatory tban ac«itatoml (if I mi^ xm 
the expression), u meant rather to elaadate the nature of the 
matter to come before yon m regular ctorgea, than as prooJ 
of the charges themeelTea. 

I know a good deal of latitiulo u cdlowed to adrocatee, 
whan opening a cause m a pnrato coort to mdolge them 
■elTet m their muratTvea leaamg to the cuarpee they mtemj 
to brtng They are not always called to the etnetest account 
for such prefatory matter, b^uao the court, when it coma 
to ^dge^ Eifta and diatmgmshes it from the points to be 
stnctly proved, and on wh^ merits the esnae rmiea. 

But 1 wish your lordships to know, that, with the high 
opimoc 1 hare of year ginnty (and it is unpowoble for a 
man to oonceire a higher), and semihle of the weight of those 
1 l epreae n t at this place, namely, the Commons of Great 
Bntom, I shoold be sorry that any one substantial fact, 
eren m this explanatory opening, or oren the oolour of the 
fact, sbonld be alleged, which, when called upon, I should 
xtot be ready to make gi^ to you by proo^l mean, by prod 
adapted to tU nature , pnblio opimon by endenee of pabUe 
opinioQ } by record that to which recoiil U appheahle ; by 
oral testimony things to which oral testuaemy alone enn bo 
produced { and last of all, that which u matter of histone 
proof ly histone ondence. This I hop© to do with the usual 
allowance to errors and mistakes which is the claim of hu- 


man infinnity 

• Then, my lords, two distmet people inhabit India. Two 
sorts of people mhabit the same country, aa totally distinct 
from each otner m ohancten, livee, opinions, prfgodices, and 
cumnen, as the mhabitants of countnes moet remote from 
ecch other For both of these desenptiemr hir Hastings 
was bound to pnrnde ei^ually, agreeable to tliC terms of the 
charter which the Company received from tbo lawful gorera- 
ing power of that country, — a charter received at its own 
soueitatioii,— a charter not forced npon ui by a superior 
power, but given st the immediate sohatation of the pnnei- 
pal servants belonging to tho Company , — a charter solemnly 
accepted by tho Ownpony, and by them, I am verr sorry to 
say, iitde ng&rded, or, at ibast, ufCfo rc^irdW iyfacir pn’a- 
apal servants 

my lorda, tbs first detenpUo* of Dvonle who are subjected 
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virtually i-c tlie British ciupire through those luodiums which 
3 have described lo you, are the original inhabitants of Ilin- 
dostan, who have in all time, and beyond all the eras which 
we use (I mean always the t-wo grand eras excepted), been 
theaboriginal i)ihabitantsandproj)rietors of that country; with 
manners, religion, customs, and usages appropriated to them- 
Bolves, and little resembling those of the rest of mankind. 
This description of men is commonly called Gentoos. The 
system and ])rinciplc of that government is localit}'. Their 
laws, their manners, their religion, are all local. 

Tlicir legislator, wliocver ho was (for who ho was is a 
matter lost in the midst of a most obscure antiquity), had it 
as a great leading principle of his policy to connect the peo- 
ple with their soil. Accordingly, by one of those anomalies 
which a larger acquaintance with our species daily discovers, 
and which perhaps an attentive reflection might explain in 
the nature of man, this aboriginal people of India, who are 
the softest in their manners of any of our race, approaching 
almost to feminine tenderness, who arc formed constitution- 
ally benevolent, and in many particulars made to fill a larger 
circle of benevolence than our morals take in, who extend 
their goodwill to the whole animal creation, — these people 
are,’ of all nations, the most unalliable to au}’’ other part of 
mankind. They cannot — the highest orders of them, at least, 
cannot — come into contact noth any other. That bond which 
is one of the chief instruments of society, and which, support- 
ing the individual, connects the species, can have no existence 
with them — I mean the convivial bond. That race can be 
held to no other by that great link of life. IS’o Hindoo can 
mix at meals even with those on whom he depends for the 
meat he eats. This circumstance renders it difficult for us to 
enter with due sympathy into their concerns, or for them to 
enter into ours, even when we meet on the same ground. 
But there are other circumstances which render our inter- 
course, in our mutual relation, very full of difficulty. The sea 
is between us. The mass of that element which, by appear- 
ing to disconnect, unites mankind, is to them a forbidden 
road. Tt is a great gulf fixed, between you and them — not so 
much that elementary gulf, but that gulf which manners, 
opinions, and laws have radicated in the very nature of the 
peoplfe. Hone of their high c^tes, without great danger to hia 
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ctoxtiQii, rolxmcm, rack, cad cctimnfaQii, can eror pen the 
eec ; and tim lorbidi, far etver^jJl direct commimication b©- 
tveen that country aiid this, lhat matenal and affecting or* 
eomitance, my lorda, makes it ten tunes more neces&iry. 
since they cannot oome to ns, to keep a stnct eye upon all 
persons co tu them It imposee upon ui a stricter du^ 
u goard, mu a firm and powerful Tyilance, those whose 
pimaplee of conscience ireakentbeir pnndples of self-defaice, 

I lf we undertake to govern the inhaDitants of sneh a eonn^, 
we most govern them upon tbmr own pnnaples and mmima, 
and not upon ours, we most not to force them mto 
the narrow curie of our ideas ) we mnst extend onrs to tako 
m their system of opinions and ntes, andtbeneccaihes which 
result £ram both t aH change on their part is absolutely im* 
practicable. Wo have more versatility of character and man* 
\ neri, and it n we who most conform. We know what the 
empire of opinion is in human nature I bad almost said 
that^be law of opinion was homan nature itself. It u, bow* 
over, the strung e st principle m the composition of the frame 
of t^ hutaac mind ; and more of the happmcee Bird imhappv 
n«u of mankind rendee in that inward pnnoplc than in all 
external mreomstanoes pot together Bot if sneh la the em* 
pire of opuuon eren amongst us, it has a pure, unnwtmincd, 
complete, and despotic penrer amongst them The variety of 
balanced opinions m our minds weuens the font of each ] 
for m Borope, aometunea, the laws of religion difler ■from the 
laws of the land , sometimei; the laws of the land differfrom 
OUT laws of boaour, oar laws of honoor are full of caprice, 
differing from those other laws, and sometunes differing from 
themae^ws : but there tfao laws of redigion, the laws of the 
land, and the laws of honour, are all united and oocsoUdated 
la one invariable system, ana bind mon br etoreal and in* 
durable bends to the roles of wbat, amongst them, is called 
hlf cat/*. 


^ It may be necessary joit to state to your lordships what a 
cotftf is. Qontoo people from the oldest hme hare been 
dtstriboted into various o:deri,all of thorn bered.tarT: these 
fruttllyoidcrtarecall^easteti tbeaccastesarotbofundamental 
part of the constitution of tne Gentoo commonwealth, holb 
u their ehurdi and m them state. 

Yonr lordships are boro tobe^pdiUrr bonoors In tWAW 
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of your houses. The rest mix \vith the people. With the 
Grentoos, they who are horn noble can never fall into any 
second rank. They are divided into four orders ; the Brah- 
mins, the Chittexy, the Bice, and the Soodur, •with many 
Bubdi^^sions in each. An eternal barrier is placed between 
them. The higher cannot pass into the lower; the lower 
cannot rise into the higher. They have all their appropriated 
rank, place, and situation, and their appropriated religion too 
which is essentially different in its rites and ceremonies, 
sometimes in its object, in each of those castes. A man who 
is born in the highest caste, which at once imites what would 
be tantamoiint in this country 'to the dignity of the peerage 
and the ennobled sanctity of the episcopal character, the 
Brahmin, who sustains these characters, if he loses liis caste, 
does not fall into an inferior order, the Chittery, the Bice, 
or the Soodur, but he is thro'wn at once out of all ranks of 
society. He is precipitated from the proudest elevation of 
respect and honour to a bottomless abyss of contempt, from 
glory to .infamy, from purity to pollution, from sanctity to 
profanation. No honest occupation is open to h i m. His 
children are no longer his children. Their parent loses that 
■name. The conjugal bond is dissolved. Pew survive this 
most terrible of all calamities. To speak to an Indian of his 
caste is to speak to him of his all. 

But the rule of caste has, with them, given one power more 
■fco fortune than the manners of any other nation were ever 
known to do. Por it is singular, the caste may be lost, not 
only by certain voluntary crimes, but by certain involuntary 
sufferings, disgraces, and pollutions, that are utterly out of 
their power to prevent. Those who have patiently sub- 
mitted to imprisonment — those who have not flinched from 
the scourge — ^those who have been as unmoved as marble 
under torture — those who have laughed at the menaces of 
death itself — have instantly given way when it has been at- 
tempted to subject them to any of those pollutions by which 
they lose caste. To this caste they are bound by all laws of 
all descriptions, human an^ di'vine ; and inveterate usage has 
radica'ted it in them to a depth and vrith an adhesion with 
which no other known prejudice has been kno\vn to exist. 
Tynmny is, therefore, armed against them with a greater 
Variety ol veapons than aife found in its ordinary stores. 
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Tliu, amongst a tfaotnand other conoideratumt, ipeahs to 
tu in rvTj GuthontotiTe longnoge, inth irhat cure and cfr* 
mmipection sre ought to han^ people so delicate. In the 
ocrune of tim truil your lordaiupa will tee with horror the 
use whidi Mr Haetmga made, through aeToral of hia wicked 
and ebonunablo inetnimenta, choeon from the natiTea them- 
Belrts, of tboM inperodded meona of oppresoum. I shnll 
prore, m the coune of thu tml, that he hoa put hiB own 
menifll domeetio terraat — a wretch totallj dependant — a 
wretch grooily ignornnt — the common mitniment of hia 
bribery and pocuJAtion ; — he ha» enthroned him, I oay, on 
the flirt seat of eccleeuLoticol jonodiclaon, which wu to d^ 
ode npon the eutei of oil tboae people, inolndmg thetr rank, 
their lamily, their lionour, and theor hoppmeta here, and, m 
their judgment, thoir oalration bernofiep Under the awe 
of thu power, no ttit* dared to breathe a moriDur against 
hu tyranny Fortified in Una eeconty, ^ gayi, \7ho com* 
plomi of me P — No, none of a dare complain of ycm, tays 
the trembhng Gentoo No I tout menuJ larmit baa my 
cute m bi4 power 1 ihoU not trouble your lordihipe witn 
mentuming other*] it was enoogh that Oonto Beboo and 
Gu^ Gomd Smg, namea to which yoiir lordshipt are to 
be famflianied hereafter,*— it u enongb that thoee penom 
had the cute and character of all the people of Bmigal in 
their hando. Through them be ha* taken effectual occunty 
against aQ oomplomt Xoor lordabtp* will heoco dioocfn 
hiw Tety neceorary it li become that some other porwnage 
thould mterrene, ohould take upon him their reprcoonta* 
tion, and by freedom and hu power ahoold supply the 
defe^ anting from their semtn^ and tbcnr impotence. 
The Commona of Great Britain charge thcmselm with thu 
duracter 

v/ Jly lords, these Gentoo people ire the original people of 
Fnnilfwtan_ ThcT oro itul beyond componson tbo most 
tiumerouo. Fanlu tbu noboo m^ bare, bat God forbid we 
should pase judgment upon people who framed their laws 
and instituttona pnor to our insect origin of yesterday 
"With all the &alU of tbcir notnni, and error* of thmr instau- 
tioDS, tbcir institutions, which act so powerfully on their tt*. 
tures, hare two materiid characteristics which entitle 
to respect t — first, great fiireo and stahQity | and next, lucoi* 
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lent moral and civL effects. Their stability has been proved 
by their holding on an uniform tenor for a duration com.' 
mensurate to all the empires with which history has made 
us acquainted ; and they still exist in a green old age, with 
all the reverence of antiquity, and with all the passion that 
people have to novelty and change. They have stood firm 
on their ancient base — they have cast their roots deep in 
their native soil; perhaps because they have never spread 
them anywhere else than in their native soil. Their blood, 
their opinions, and the soil of their country, make one con- 
sistent piece; admitting no mixture, no adulteration, no 
improvement : accordingly, their religion has made no con- 
verts ; their dominion has made no conquests ; but in pro- 
portion as their laws and opinions were concentred within 
themselves, and hindered from spreading abroad, they have 
doubled their force at home. They have existed in spite of 
Mahomedan and Portuguese bigotry, in spite of Tartarian 
and Arabian tjuanny, in spite of all the fury of successive 
foreign conquest, in spite of a more formidable foe — the ava- 
rice of the English dominion. 

I have spoken now, my lords, of what their principles are ; 
— their laws and religious institutions, in point of force and 
stability : I have given instances of their force in the very 
circumstance in which all the institutions of mankind in other 
- respects show their weakness. They have existed when the 
coimtry has been otherwise subdued. This alone furnishes 
full proof that there must be some powerful influence result- 
ing from them beyond aU our little fashionable theories upon 
such subjects. 

The second consideration in the Gentoo institutions is their 
beneficial effects, moral and civil. The policy, civil or reli- 
gious, or, as theirs is, composed of both, that makes a people 
happy, and a state flourishing (iputting further and higher 
considerations out of the way, which are not now before us), 
must undoubtedly, so far as human considerations prevail, be 
a policy wisely conceived in any scheme of govemment.,.It is 
confirmed by all observation, that where the Hindoo religion 
-has been established, that cduntry has been flourishing. We 
have seen some patterns remaining to this day. The very 
coimlj'y which is to be the subject of your lordships’ judicial 
inquiry is an instance, by aiP entire change of government, of 
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tie difiorent effecta reraltm^ &om tbe npuit/ uf a forti^ 
hand, and the petemal, lament, protecting arm of a natire 
BOTenimcnt, fomed on the long connexion of p rejndioe and 


power I ehall rive yon Ite atato under the Hmdoo gorem- 
ment from a boot written hy o Tory old aerTant of the Oom- 
peny, whoae anthonty la of the groafor weight as the Yery 
oestmction of all this achome of gorenunent u the great 
oHect of the aathor 


The author, Mr Holwtfl, dmdea the country of Bengal 
into iti difiercnt prortncea. He aimpoaee what they then 
paid to the anpreme goremnient, M luppoaca what the 
country u capaole of yielding , and hia project ii to change 
entirely the apphcation of tlw rerenoot of the country, a^ 
to lecure the whole into the handa of goremiDeBt. In enu- 
merating theae proriucei, at laat be ootnea to the prtmnco of 
Burdwan. 


“ In truth (aays tiua anthor), it wcwld he almoat cmdty 
to mokit thta h^py people , for m this dlitriet are the only 
Teth^ of tho braaty, punty, piety, regularity, Wity, and 
atrietoesB of the anacnt Umdoetan gorenment ‘Here the 
property as well os the Uber^ of the people an Inriolate. 

Here no robbenea aro heara of^ either pabbo or pnrate. 

The trareller, either with or without merciandije, becomea 
the immediate care of the goTernment, which tulots him 
guarda, withont any expenaa, to eondoct bun from stage to 
■tage ) and theae are accountable for the aafety and accom* ( 

mention of his poreon and offccta. At the end of the flnt ( 

stage be is delirmsd orep, with certain beneitJcnt formahtlea, J 

to the guards of the noit, who, after tntcTT o gahng the . 

trateller as to the uaage he had roenred in hia joumoy, dis- j 

lain the first guard with o written ccrtificato of their beha« \ 

nour, and a receipt for the traToller and hia effects ; which > 

certificate and receipt aro letornahki to the commanding 
officer of tho first sta^who regiatcTS the same, and regularly * 
reporta it to the lujah.” j 

•* In this form tho trardlcr is passed through tho country I 1 
and if be only paiva, ho is not sufiered to be at ai^ eipenso 
for food, accommodation, or cartlago for hts merchandise or 
Osgeage f but It ta othct w U e if be is permitted to nrahe iny 
residence In one place aborc three days, uqIcm occasioned 
SKkneaf, or aar atta~Didable aemdroit. If anything a lost 
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in tins district, for instance, a bag of money or\^ 
ables, the person who finds it hangs it upon the n, 
gives Eotice to the nearest cbowkey, or placo of g. 
he officer of which orders immediate publication of the sa^ 
beat of tomtom, or drum.” 

hesejmy lords, are the effects universally produced by the 
■)o polity throughout that vast region, before it was dia- 
md put out of frame by the barbarism of foreign con- 
Some choice reserved spots continued to flourish 
the year 1766. Some remained till Mr. Hastings 
obtained the means of utterly defacing them Such was the 
prospect of Benares under the happy government of Bulwaut 
Sing. Such was the happy state of the same Benares in the 
happy days of Cheit Sing, until in the year 1781 Mr. Hast- 
ings introduced 7ih reform into that country. 

Having stated the general outline of the manners of the 
original people of Hindostan, having stated the general 
principles of their policy, which either prohibit connexion, 
pr oblige us to a connexion very different from what w6 have 
hitherto used towards them, I shall leave it to your lordships’ 
judgment whether you will suffer such fair monuments of 
wisdom and benevolence to be defaced by the rapacity of 
your governors. I hope I have not gone out of my way to 
bring before you ^y circumstance relative to the Gentoo 
rehgion and manners, further than as they relate to the spirit 
of our government over them ; for though there never was 
such food for the curiosity of the human mind as is found 
in the manners of this people, I pass it totally over. 

. I wish to divide this prelimmary view into six periods ; 
and ^our lordships will consider that of the Hindoos, which 
I ha'^e now mentioned, as the first era. 

T ^ second era is an era of great misfortune to that coun- 
try,^ud to the world in general ; I mean, the time of the 
prn'|jet Mahomed. The enthusiasm which animated his 
ujj-^^oUowers, the despotic power which religion obtained 
tlg^o^h that enthusiasm, and the advantages derived from 
all enen'ated gre^ empires and broken, disunited 

world, extended the influence of 
that^^°^^ domineering sect from the banks of the 
ciuer^ to the banks of the Loire. 

" ' , second period is the era of the Arabs. These people 

u. « 
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vrth tha Mo^:nl goTcnnacnt, earned tlie endant i ark* tfl 
thu free condition in a noble independency of romt "Witlun 
their orm dietncU the anthonty of mmj ofihem eceiDed 
entire "We are often led into miatake* concerning the giv 
Tcmment of Hindottan, hj comnarmg it mth those corem* 
menti irhere the pnnee i» annen mth a faD, ■peoalaore, en- 
tire anthon^ , and where the great people hare, with great 
titlea, no pnrilegei at all, or.^Ting pnvileget, hare ttioee 
pnrilegei onlr aa anbjecta. Bat m Hindoatan the modem, 
degreea, the grcnoittaneee of aabjection. eaned infliritclT 
In aome placet hardlr a trace at all of anbjection waa to be 
diBcemed, m acmie the raiaha were almott awcwora of the 
throne, aa m thu case of tSe Rajah Chert Bing Theee or- 
cmnatroicea mark, that Tamerlan©, howerer be maj be mdi- 
caled by the od»^ namoa of Tartar and conqueror, wai no 
barbarian/— that the people, who tubmttted to him, did not 
robmit with the ab^ auIraueaioQ of alaTea to the ©word of 
a conqueror, but admitted a great, fupreme emperor, who 
wu Just, prudent and politie, mrtead of the feroooua, op> 
preenre lei*er hisbomedao aorertiigna, who bad before farced 
• their way by the eword into the countTT 

That country rwnabled moro a republio of pnneef with a 

C k cluef at tbeor head, than a terntorr m abeolute, uni- 
L mtematio aabjection from one enu to the other j m 
whicn light Wr Hjutmga and otbne of late hare 
projicr to conilder it. According to them, if a auboru^ 
pnnee like Cheit Bing wea not iwy to pay any exorb^^ittjit 
turn on Inttant demano, or robmit to any extent of fine w^y^h 
ahouU bo inflicted upon him by the mere wfll of the pf ’Jj** 
who called roWciy a^nc.and who took the meaauro o ^ttat 
fine without cithw eormdmnc the mcana of paying, t the 
degree of deUnquency that JuaUfled it, their property, ij{b(r- 
tiea,and Urea were instantly forfeit^ The raiabi o: P'thst 
country were armed ; — they had fcirtieiae* for their aem. ^tr f 

—they had troops In the receipt of both their own an\j th© 

impcml rorenue, their lecuritle* Car luslice were m their omt* 
hands: but the policy of the Ifopul pnncea tcry rarely led 
them to push that people to auch estrcmity aa It U auppoeed 
that on erery slight occasion we hare a r^ht to push tboM 
who are the lubj^s of oar pretended eonquert. • 
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Mr. Holwell throws -much light on this pj>licy, which be- 
came the standing law of the empire, — 

“ In the nnfortunate wars which followed the death of 
Manz O’Din Sevajee, Cheit Sing (the great rajah we have 
just mentioned) with a select body of Bhajapoots, by a well- 
conducted retreat, recovered Agra ; and was soon after recon- 
ciled to the king (the Mogul) and admitted to his favour ; 
conformable to the steady policy of this government in keep- 
ing a good understanding with the principal rajahs, and more 
especially with the head of this house, who is ever capable 
of raising and fomenting a very formidable party upon any in 
tended revolution in this despotic and precarious monarchy.” 

Ton see that it was the monarchy that was precarious, not 
the rights of the subordinate chiefs. Tour lordships see that, 
notwithstanding our ideas of oriental despotism, under the 
successors of Tamerlane these principal rajahs, instead of be- 
ing called wetches, and treated as such, as Mr. Hastings has 
thought it becoming to call and treat them, when they were 
in arms against their sovereign were regarded with respect, 
and were admitted to easy reconciliations ; because in reality, 
in their occasional hostilities, they were not properly rebelli- 
ous subjects, but princes, often asserting their natural rights 
and the just constitution of the country. 

This view of the policy which prevailed during the dynasty 
of Tamerlane naturally conducts me to the next, which is the 
fourth era in this history — I mean the era of the emperor 
Akber. He was the first of the successors of Tamerlane 
who obtained possession of Bengal. It is easy to show of 
what nature his conquest was. It was over the last Maho- 
medan dynasty. He too, like his predecessor Tamerlane, 
conquered the prince, not the country. It is a certain mark 
that it was not a conquered country in the sense in which 
we commonly call a country conquered, — that the natives, 
great men and land-holders, continued in every part in the 
possession of their estates, and of the jurisdictions annexed 
to them. It is true that in the several wars for the succes- 
sion to the Mogul empire, and in other of their internal wars, 
severe revenges were takefi, which bore resemblance to those 
taken in the war of the Boses in this country, where it was 
the qommon course, in the heat of blood. — " Off with his head, 
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to mucTa for BackmgKftm.** — ^Tet, irbere tbo country ag*m re- 
coTored iti fonn and Bettlemant, it recorered the Bpint of ft 
mfld WTernment, ^7^lateTc^ ngcrar ttqs n»cd with rccird to 
the tiahomedftn ftdrrotureift from Pertia, Turkey, end other 
port*, who filled the placw of eemle grandeur in the Mogul 
court, the Hindoo* wore % CiTouitd, protected, gently treated 
pe^le 

Ine next, which i* the fifth erft, U a tronbled and Teifltiom 
penod— the era of the independent eouhafci of BengaL 
J?iT 0 of tbete •onbahft.oTTiccrojijgOTemedCr^ about theyear 
1717, or thereibouta. "niey grow into mdependence ptully 
by the cftlaontieft and concoMions of that empire, which hap* 
pened during the dispate* for the nocewon of Tamerlane; 
and partly, and indeed prmmpally, bv the ahock which 
the empire recoited when Thamaa Kouli i3iln broke into 
that country, carried off it* rerenne*, orertomed the throne, 
and masaacred not only many of the chief oobihiy, but almoat 
all the mbabitanta of ^ capital aty Tbs rude ihockj wbeh 
that empire waa nerer able to rteortr, enabled the neeroy* 
to become ladependent t but their independence led to thOT 
rum. Thoae who bad uiurped upon their masters, bad serr- 
ants who usurped upon them ADarcrdT Khin murdered 
bis maater. and opened a way mto Bengal for a body of fo- 
reign inTadoT*, the Jlahrattai, who omally harowed the coun- 
try for soTcral year*. Ihdr retreat was at length purchased, 
and by a sum which b supposed to amount to 115,000,000 
aterimg By thia purthaaebe aocuted the exhausted remama 
of an exhausted kingdom, and left il to hia grandton, Surajah 
w Dowlah, m peace and porerty On tho fall of Burajah w 
Bowlah, m IToO, eommenced the last, which is the luth,— 
the era of tho British empire. 

On the fifth dynasty i bare only to remark to your lord- 
•Jilps, that at it* cloae the Hindoo chiefs were almost etei^- 
where found in postcMion of tho country ; that though Alla- 
rerdy K^n was a cruel tyrant, though he waa an untiiJcd 
CfurpcT, though bo raAeu and tormented tho people under 
hia gorermnent, urged, howercr ,by an apparent neceselty 
from an friTading army of one hundred thousand hoeae in hi* 
dominion* I yet under him the raiaht still preserred (heir 
nnk, their dignity, their castlea, tnair bousea, thetr seignl- 
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oricB, all tlie insignia of their situation, and always the righl 
Bometimes also the means, of protecting their' suhordinato^ 
people, till the last and unfortunate era of 1756. 

Through the whole of this sketch of history I wish to im- 
press hut one great and important truth upon your minds; 
namely, that through all these revolutions in government, 
and changes in power, an Hindoo polity, and the spirit of an 
Hindoo government, did more or les.s exist in that province, 
■with wliich he was concerned, until it was finally to be de- 
stroyed by hlr. Hastings. 

My lords, I have gone through all the eras precedent to 
those of the British power in India, and am come to the first 
of those eras. Jlr. Hastings existed in India, and was a serv- 
ant of the Com])an 3 -, before that era, and had his education 
between both. He is an antediluvian with regard to the Brit- 
ish dominion in Bengal. He was coexistent with all the 
acts and monuments of that revolution, and had no small share 
in all the abuses of that abusive period which preceded his 
actual government. But, ns it was during that transit from 
eastern to western power that most of the abuses had their 
origin, it -will not be perfectly easy for your lerdshi ])8 tho- 
roughly to enter into the nature and circumstances of them, 
^vithout an explanation of the principal events that happened 
from the year 1756, until the commencement of Mr. Hast* 
ings’s government ; during a good part of which time we do 
not often lose sight of him. If I lind it agreeable to your 
lordships ; if I find that you wish to know these aunals of 
Indian suffering and British delinquency 5 if you desire that 
I should unfold the series of the transactions from 1766 to 
the period of Mr. Hastings’s government in 1771 ; — that you 
may know how far he promoted what Avas good ; how far he 
rectified what was evil ; how far he abstained from innovation 
in tyranny, and contented himself with the old stock of abuse; 
— ^your lordships •will have the goodness to consult the 
strength which, from late indisposition, begins almost to fail 
me. And if you think the explanation is not time lost in 
this new world, and in this new business, I shall venture to 
sketch out, as briefly and'^with as much perspicuity as I can 
give them, the leading events of that obscure and perplexed 
period which intervened between the British settlement in 
1767 and Mr. Hastings’ff government. If I should be so 
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bflppT (u to locceed in that attempt, jour lordihipa* mtmti 
mil DO prepared for beanng this caoBo, Then jour lordahipa 
irill hare a clear tioit of tM ongm and nature of the abusn 
vhich prerailed in that goremment betbre Hartmgi oh* 
tajnedhis greatoat power, and ainca that timo} and then we 
ihall he aHe to entW fuBj and exphmt^ into the nature of 
the came , and I ihoold hope that it will pare the waj, and 
make ere^hing eaiy for your aubeefjuent jmtwe. 

1 therd^ With to stop at this period, m winch Mr Haft> 
mgi hocame actire in the aemce, pretty near the tune when 
be began hit pobtical career ;~and beres mj lords, I pome, 
wishi^ your indulgence at fueh time u wul suit your coo* 
temence for punuing the rest of this erentM history 


TRIAL. 
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(Jin. BtTBKX.) 

JIt LottiJs, — In what I had the honour of la^g before 
your lordships yesterday, and in what 1 may further trouble 
you with to^j, I wish to obserre a distinction, which if I 
did not lay down so perfectly as I ought, 1 hope 1 shall now 
be able to mark it out with soffieknt exactness and perspi* 
cu^ 

First, I beg leare to obserre that what I shall think necea- 
tMij to state as matter of pTeltminary eiplaoatkm, in order to 
eire your lordships a true idea of the scene of actioo~of the 
uistrumenU which Mr Hastings employed— and the etTccti 
which they produced — all this I wish to bo dutingmihed 
from matter brought to mmioato Eren tho matter as 
slated by mo, which may bo hereafter brought to enroinste, 
K far as it UU to my share at ytresent, is only to be con* 
sldcrcd, in this stage of the bannesa, as merely niustratlra 
Tour lordships are toeipect,asimdoQbtedlTyou wlllrc<jnfre, 
substantial matter of cruninaUo^ to be laid open for ^bat 
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purpose, at tlie uioment wlien tlio evidence to each charge in \ 
ready to be produced to you. Thus your lordships will easily 
separate historical illustration from criminal opening. For 
instance, if I stated yesterday to your lordships, ns I did, 
the tyranny and cruelty of one of the usurping viceroys, 
whoso usurpation and whoso \\ccs led the way to the destruc- 
tion of his countr}', and the introduction of a foreign power 
— I do not mean to charge Mr. Hastings with any part of 
that guilt. "What hears upon Mr. Hastings is, his liaving 
avowedly looked to such a tyrant and such a usurper ns his 
model, and followed that pernicious example with a servile 
fidelity. 

"When I have endeavoured to lay open to your lordships 
anything abusive, or leading to abuse, from defects or errors 
in the constitution of the Company’s sendee — I did not mean 
to criminate Mr. Hastings on any part of those defects and 
errors. I state them to show, that he took advantage of the 
imperfections of the institution to let in bis abuse of the 
power with which he was intrusted. H, for a further in- 
stance, I have stated that in general the service of the India 
Company was insufficient in legal pay or emolument, and 
abundant in the means of illegal profit, I do not state that 
defect ns owing to Mr. Hastings. But I state it ns a fact, to 
show in what manner and on w'hat pretences he did, fraudu- 
lently, corruptly, and for the purposes of his own ambition, 
take advantage of that defect ; and, under colour of reforma- 
tion, make an. illegal, partial, corrupt rise of emoluments to 
certain favoured persons, without regard to the interests of the 
service at large : increasing rather than lessening the means 
of illicit emolument, as well as loading the Company with 
many heavy and ruinous expenses in avowed salaries and 
allowances. 

Having requested your lordships to keep in mind — which I 
trust you would do even without my taking the liberty of 
suggesting it to you — ^these necessary distinctions, I shall 
revert to the period at which I closed yesterday — that great 
and memorable period which has remotely given occasion to 
the trial of this day. ® 

My lords, to obtain empire is common ; to govern it well 
has been rare indeed. To chastise the guilt of those who 
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bsTe been uuitnimenti of impenil orer other nabaa, 
b^ the high tapenntendmtf joetiee of the eorereign itate, bw 
not manj stnlbnn exxmpTce tmon^ anr people. HHberto 
we hire not fumiitiodotir oontingent to tte recordi of honocr 
TTo hare been confounded with the herd of oontjuarort. 
Oar dommon has been a Tolgur tiling Bat we be^ to 
emern { ^d I hope that a seTeie inspection of ound^ree, a 
pimflCTtKm of our own odenoes, a Insmtion of the exorbit- 
ances of OUT own power, it a glorr referred to this tune, to 
this nation, and to this angort tnWial. 

The jear 17A6 is a memorable era m the hlstoiT' of the 
world— it introduced a new nation from the remotest rerge of 
the r o it er ii world^ with new mannen, new enstoma new in- 
stitutions new dpouons, new laws, mto the heart of Asia. 

Uj lords, if m that part of Ana whose natire regular 
goremment was then broken op t i^ at the moment when it 
had fallen into darkness and amiatiact, from haring become 
tbe pre^ and almost the sport of the ambibon of its borne* 
born erendaos j \£, in that gloomy aeeson, a star bad naen 
from vest, that would progoostuate a better geoenktoiv 
and would shM down tbe sweet influences of oroer, peace, 
science, and seeanty to tbs natirea of thdt med and ha- 
rassed eotmtty j wo should hare been eo r er ed with genuine 
honour It would hare been a beautiful and noble spectacle 
to mankind. 

Indeed something might hare been expected of tbe kind, 
when a now dominion emanated from a learned and enl^t- 
eoed part of tbe world m the most cnlirfateoed penod or its 
existence. BtlU more might It bare boon expected, when 
that dominion was found to issue from tbe boMm of a free 
eount77, that it would hsre enmed with it the full bmeflt 
of the ntal pnnctplo of the Bntkh liberty and constitution, 
though its muniapol forma were not communicible, or at 
least the advantage of tbe liberty and spirit of tbe Sridih 
constitatioDu Uu this been the caso (alas I it was not), 
you would bare been eared (be trouble of (bis day It 
might have been expected too, that in that enlightened atato 
erf the world, influenced by tW best religion and from an 
im p ro TTsf a’esenp^on of thtt Ifnt trflgmi,—! etean tbe Cbritt- 
Un reformed rrligion,— that ws aho^ hare done bosour to 
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Europe, to letters, to luAiTa, to religion ; done honour to all 
the circviinBtnnccs of vrlnch in this island we hoast ouiboIycb 
at the great and critical moment of tliat revolution. 

IMy lords, it has happened otherwise. It is now left for us 
to repair our former errors. Eesuming the history where I 
broke oft' yesterday b_v ycur indulgence to iny weakness, — 
Surajah liowla was the adopted grandson of Ally Yerdy 
Ca\vn, a cruel and ferocious tyr.ant ; the manner of whoso 
acquisition of power I have already stated. He camo too 
young and unexperienced to that throne of usurjiation. It 
was a usurpation yet green in the country, and the country 
felt uneasy under it. It had not the advantage of that pre- 
scriptive usage, that inveterate habit, that traditionary opin- 
ion, which a long continuance of any system of government 
secures to it. The only real security which Sur.ajah Dowla’s 
government could possess, was the security of an army. But 
the great aim of this prince and his predecessor was to sup- 
ply the weakness of his government by the strength of his 
purse; he therefore amassed treasures by all ways and on all 
hands. But, as the Indian princes in general are as un- 
wisely tenacious of their treasure as they are rapacious in 
getting it, the more money he amassed, the more he felt the 
effects of povert}'. The consequence was, that their armies 
were unpaid, and being unpaid, or irregularly paid, were un- 
disciplined, disorderly, unfaithful. In this situation, a young 
prince, confiding more in the appearances than examining 
into the reality of things, undertoolt (from motives which tlie 
House of Commons with all their industry to discover the 
circumstances have found it difficult to make out) to attack 
a little miserable trading fort that w'e had erected at Calcutta. 
He succeeded in that attempt, only because success in that 
attempt was easy. A close imprisonment of the whole set- 
tlement followed ; not owing, I believe, to the direct wiU of 
the prince, but, what will always happen when the will of the 
prince is but too much the law, to a gross abuse of his power 
by his lowest servants ; by which one hundred and twenty or 
more of our countrymen perished miserably in a dungeon by 
a fate too tragical for me t6 be desirous to relate, and too 
well knovTi to stand in need of it. 

. At J;he time that this event happened, there was at the 
same time a concurrence of •other events, fvhich, from tliia 
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urtial Olid momentuy weakziee*, dzxpUjcd the ibrogth d 
Great Bnt*jn m Asm, For Kune yeti» brfore, tb© KcDcb 
and Englub troope begin, on the ecw of Ooromtndel, to ex* 
hlbit t£e pcKcr, force, and efficacj of Baropean dnaplme, 
Ai ire looked for a war intb Prance, our aet^menta 
on that oout were m aome decree armed. Ijord Pigot, tV n 
eoTcnior of lladrta, — Lord Pigot, the pre aer rer, and toe tio* 
nm, of tbe Bntuh doomion in Am.-^etacboa aoeh of the 
Companjr'i force aa could be coQectea and iparcd, an<l tncb of 
hit ibjpe a« were on that vtation, to asautance 

of CalcuttiL And to haaten Uui bixtorT to Ita concloaioi], — 
the daring and commanding gonma of Ciire, — the pattent and 
firm abflity of "Wataon, — the treachery of ^feer JafBer,— and 
the battle of Flaaaey, gaie na at once the patronage of a 
kingdom and the command of aQ lU trcaaurca. We iieg<^ 
tiatra with hfeer Jaffier for the nee*royal throne of hU maa- 
ter On that throne we aeated him. And we obUined, on 
our part; iromenae amna of money Wo obUined £1,0(X^(XX> 
fterlmg for tbe Company) npwarda of £14X>0>000 for indi* 
viduaU 1 b the whole a awn a about £2,2^000 for rarioo* 
purpoaes from the pniKe whom we had art op. We obbun- 
ed too the town of Calcutta, more eomplrtrty than we had 
before poaacaaed it, and tbe twenty>fonr dialneia ■djoimng' 
Thia waa tbe firrt amall aeminal pnnaple of the immonae ter» 
ntcQial ac^olritioiu we bare ainro made b India. 

hlany orcumataneea of thIa acqahitkm 1 pan by. There 
U a aacred leil to be drawn oror the begbninga of all go* 
TenuDcnta Oura, b India, had an ongin like thoae which 
tune haa aanctiSed by obacnnty Time, b tbe origb of 
moat gorernmenU, has thrown this mystenous red orer themt 
prodroce and diamtion make it necea aa jy to throw some* 
thing of the same drapery orer more recent foondatloni. 
in wmch otherwise the fortune, the genius, the talents, and 
mfiitary tirtue of Ibia nation nerer shone more conspien* 
Ottsly. But, whaterer necessity might hide, or excuse, or 
palhate b the acqawition of power, a wise nation, when rt 
baa once made a rcrrolutioa opc>* .ta o« n prinaplca and for 
its own ends, rcats there. Tnif first step to empire is rero* 
iotion, In which power t» confirnvd j the next it good iawa, 
good orders, good bstitatiotu, to gire that power st^hflity. 

I am sorry to aay, that the vnerM of thia policy waa tba 
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principle on wHch tlie gentlemen in Indin acted. It waa 
Buch as tended to make the new government as unstable as 
the old. By the vast sums of money acquired by individuals 
Upon this occasion, by the immense sudden prodigies of 
fortune, it was discovered that a revolution in Bengal waa 
a mine much more easily worked, and infinitely more pro- 
ductive, than the mines of Potosi and Mexico. It was found, 
that the worlc was not only very lucrative, but not at all 
difficult. Where Clive forded a deep water upon an unknown 
bottom, he left a bridge for his successors, over which the 
lame could hobble, and the blind might grope their way. 
There was not at that time a knot of clerks in a counting- 
house ; there waa not a captain of a band of ragged topasses, 
that looked for anything less than the deposition of soubahs 
and the sale of kingdoms. Accordingly, this revolution, 
which ought to have precluded other revolutions, unfortun- 
ately became fruitful of them; and when Lord Olive re- 
turned to Europe to enjoy his fame and fortune in his own 
country, there arose another description of men, who thought 
that a revolution might be made upon his revolution, and as 
lucrative to them as his was to the first projectors. Scarcely 
was Meer Jaffier, Lord Clive’s nabob, seated on his musnud, 
than they immediately, or in a short time, projected an(»i.her 
revolution — a revolution which was to unsettle aU the former 
had settled — a revolution to make way for new disturbances 
and new wars, and which led to that long chain of peculation 
which ever since has afflicted and oppressed Bengffl. 

If ever there was a time when Bengal should have had 
respite from internal revolutions, it was this. The governor 
forced upon the natives was now upon the throne. AH the 
great lords of the country, both Gentoos and Mahomedans, 
were uneasy, discontented, and disobedient ; and some abso- 
- lately in arms, and refusing to recognise the prince we had 
set up. An imminent invasion of the Mahrattas, an actual 
invasion headed by the son of the Mogul, the revenues, on 
account of the late shock, very ill collected, even where the 
country -was in some apparent quiet, a hungry treasury at 
Calcutta, an emply treasui^ at Moorshedabad, — everything 
demanded tranquillity, and with it order and economy. In 
this situation it was resolved to make a new and entirely 
mercenary revolution, and to set up to sole the government, 
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tccured to iti prefcoit poMcttor bj erery be iif pubJft ilntlj, 
gold erery laared obligation •whicb could bmd or influence 
mankiniL This aecond reroliibon fbnne that penod in the 
Bengal hutorj wbicb had the moat direct influence upon all 
the eubieqnent trnnaftctioua. It introduces some of tM pcr- 
(tona irbo vere most acbve m the mcceeding scenes, and 
from that bme to this has giren Its tone and eharartw to the 
British aflairs and ^oremment. It marks and speaflea the 
origin and true pnnapla of all the abuses Thich Ur Hast- 
ings Kas afterward! appointed to correct, and which the 
Commons charge that m contmned and eggnTated— namely, 
the renal deposibona and renal eialtabons of the eount^ 
powers, — the taking of bribe* and corrupt present! from all 
mrties m those ounges } tho ritaabng and m<uTn<ng the 
Ownpany's records | the suppression of pubbo co n ierooed- 
ence) corrupt combmatians and conspiracies, pcrfluy in 
ncgotiabon ostabliibed mto pnneiple { aota of tho most atro- 
ctoia wickedoeu jastifled upon pontr of Jutaatjon f mock 
trials and eoIlajRTe oc^ttals among the partie* in common 
gqQL— and in the eno, the court of directors supporting the 
seandakius breadi of tbar own orders. 1 ahul state the 
partieokrs of this second rerolulion moro at largo. 

Soon after the reroluboa which had seated n^Ieer Ja£cr 
on the nce>royil throne, the ^Int of the hlognl empire 
gan. as it were, to make one Imnt ttmggle Mfoae it Anally 
expired. The then heir to that throne, escaping from the 
hands of those who had held his father prisoner, had pat 
himself at the head of sercral ehiefr, eolWted under the 
standard of his house, and appeared m force on tho frontiers 
of the provinces of Bengal and Bahar, i^n both which be 
mide some impression- This alarmed the now powers, the 
Kabob Meet Jafller and the presidency of Calcutta i and os 
in a common cause, and by the terms of their mutual alh- 
ance, ther took tbo field a^nst him Tho htboVs eldest 
son, and bcu'i^ipparent, commanded in chkC Major Csbiaad 
commanded the Encbth forces under the gOTernment ot LaU 
cutU, Mr Ilolwcll wis in the temporary pOMcsiitm of the 
presidency 3Ir ^ ansiriart wa hourly expected to super- 
sede him. Mr Warren Hasllnp a young gcntletnan ab<iut 
twenSr-serm toots of a«, was rraijeot for the Commnr at 
the durbar, or court, of Mecr JiSIcr, our new-created Ks\cb 
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of "Bongnl, nllicd to this country hy the most solemn trentica 
thnt can hind men, for which Ircalics ho hnd paid, and vras 
then pnyinc, immense snma of money. Mr. Wnvren Hnst- 
iixgfi was tl\e pledge in lus hands for tlm honour of the 
British nation, and their fidelity to thoir engagements. 

In this sit\intion, T^Ir. Ilolwcll, whom the terrible example 
of the black hole at Calcutta had not cured of ambition, 
thought on hour was not to he lost in accomplishing a revo- 
lution, and selling the reigning Kahoh, 

My lords, there was in the house of Mcer .Tafilcr, in his 
court, and in his family, a man of an intriguing, crafty, subtile, 
and at the same time bold, daring, desperate, bloody, and 
ferocious character, called Cpssim Ally Cawn. 31c was the 
son-in-law of I\Icor .Tafilor ; and he made no other use of 
this afimity than to find some means to dethrone and to 
murder him. Tins was the pewon in whose school of poli- 
tics Mr. ITastings made his first studies, and whose conduct 
he quotes as his example, and for ^Yhoso friends, agents, and 
favourites he has always shown a marked predilection. This 
dangerous man was not long without finding persons who 
observed his talents •with admbratiou, and 'U’ho thought fit to 
employ him. 

The council at Calcutta was di\nded into two departments -, 
one, the council in general, the other, a select committee, 
which they had arranged for the better carrying on their 
political affairs. But the select committee l)ad no power of 
acting wholly "without the council at large, at least finally 
and conclusively. The select committee thought otherwise. 
Between these litigant parties for power I shall not deter- 
mine on the merits ; thinking of nothing but the use that was 
made of the power, to whomsoever it belonged. Tins secret 
committee, then, •without coinmunicnting with the rest of the 
council, formed the plan for a second revolution. But the 
concurrence of Major Calliaud, who commanded the Bri'tish 
troops, was essential to the purpose, as it could not he accom- 
plished without force. Mr. Hastings’s assistance was neces- 
sary, as it could not he accomplished "without treachery. 

These are the parties concerned in the intended revolution. 
Mr, Holwell, who considered himself in possession only of 
temposary power, was urged to precipitate the business ; for 
if Mr. Vansittart 'should arrh»e before his plot coxild he fi nally 
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put mto execution, bo Tronld huTo oil tbo koding odrintagei 
of it, and Mr 'ntmid bo conaiderod onlT u a aoeoixJ- 

ary initnimcnt But TThflat Mr Holrdl, ■who ongiittlly 
emieoived tbjj rfot, urged fonrard tbo eiecatjon of It, m 
order that tbo ^ef abare of tbo profit! ralebt fiifl to him, 
tbo Major, and iK*ajblT the rendent, held tack, tffl they 
might rooeiTO the sanctum of the permanent ^oremor, 
icaa hooriy erpoctod, with arhom cme of thorn rnu connected, 
and who was to carry mth hnn the whole wetght of tbo 
authority of this kingdom. This differmeo produced diacav 
STOOt. Holwellend»Tcmred by hia coTTcapondence to itfann- 
lato Calhaud to thii onterDnse, which without him amid 
not be ondertaken at aH Bat ^lajor Oalltaod had dificrcnt 
Times. He ooncurred inwardly, as ho tells us himscU^ in all 
tho pnnaples of this mtended rerolntion, In tbo pr^riety 
and necessity of it. Ho only wuhod delay But ho goto 
such powcrml, solid, and caCulactory reasons, not agamst tbo 
delay, but tbo rery menta of the deti^ itself ezposio^ the 
Injustice sad the danger of it, and the impoesiHlity of 
neading by it their condition in emy respect, ai muit bare 
damned it m tho mind of all rational mm. At least it ought 
to hare damned it fv erer In ha own But yon wOl see 
that HolveU pereorered in his plan , and that Major Calbaud 
thought two thuiw Doceas a ry flat, not wholly to destroy 
tho scheme, which ho tells us he always spprored, but to 

^ 00 the execution t and, la tho mean tune, to delude 
tbob by tbo most atrooj^ dncct, end aangnme 8 s*ar> 
ances of friendship and protection that it waa potiiblo to 
giro to man. 

"Whilst tho prelected rcTolation stood suspended; whilst 
Mr UolweD urged it forward, and Mr TansUtart was es» 
pocted cTory day to giro it ^cct; whilst Major Oafliand 
with this deiigu of mining tho Nabob lodj^ m Ms breast, 
aospended in execution, and condexnned m pnaeiple, kept 
the ikirect and the moat eoufidenHsl isterriewa with 
that unforlunate pnneo and hts ton— as tho operotkmi of tho 
campaign idaied, tho army drew near to Moorthedabad, tho 
copital — when a truly etbrnordinary scene happened, soeb T 
am sure thoEogbsh annals before that time had furnished no 
example o!^ nor will, I trust, in future. I shall state it as on« 
piece l^com beginning to md-^Tterriog tbo erents whicl 
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jitcrvencd ; bocanBe, na I do not produce any part of this 
f erica for the gratiCcatiou of historical curiosity, the contex- 
ture is ncccssnrv to demonstrate to your lordships the spirit of 
our Bengal politics, and the necessity of some other sort of 
judicial inquiries than those which that goveniment institute 
for themselves. The transaction so manifestly marks the 
character of the whole proceeding, that I hope 1 shall not be 
blamed for suspending for a moment the narrative of the 
steps taken towards the revolution, that you may see the 
whole of this episode together ; that by it you may judge of 
the causes which led progressively to the sialc in wliich the 
Company’s affairs stood when Mr. Hastings was sent for the 
fxnrcss purpose of reforming it. 

The business I am going to enter into is commonly known 
by the name of the story of the three seals; it is to be found 
in the appendix, No. 10, to the first report of the state and 
condition of the East-India Company, made in 1773. The 
word report, my lords, is sometimes a little equivoc.al ; and 
may signify sometimes, not what is made known, but what 
remains in obscurity ; the detail and candcncc of many facts 
referred to in the report being usually thrown into the ap- 
pendix. Many people, and I among the rest (I take shame 
to myself for it), may not have fully examined that appen- 
dix. I was not a member of cither of the India committees 
of 1773. It is not, indeed, till within this year, that I have 
been thoroughly acquainted "with that memorable history of 
the three sems. , 

The history is this : in the year 1760 the allies were in 
the course of operations against the son of the Mogul, now 
the present Mogul, who, as I have already stated, had made 
an irruption into the kingdom of Bahar, in order to reduce 
the lower provinces to his obedience. The parties opposing 
him were the Nabob of Bengal and the Company’s troops 
under Major Calliaud. It was whilst they faced the common 
enemy as one body, this negotiation for the destruction of 
the Nabob of Bengal by his faithful allies of the Company 
was going on with dibgence.^ At that time the Nabob’s son 
Meeran, a youth in the flower of his age, bold, vigorous, 
active ; full of the politics in which those who are versed in 
asurpation are never wanting ; commanded the army under 
his father; but was, in reality, the efficient penon in all 
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thing*. About tbe fifterotb of Apifl, 1760, as I hare it from 
2Iajar CoSiand t Irttcr of that date, the ^ahoh came mto hU 
tent I and, mtb looks of the ntmcst embarmsme^ big with 
aoiM de*:^ which swelled his boaom, lometbmg that was 
too Uiw and hardensomo to conceal, and jet too cnbcol tc 
be tcdd, appeared to be m a state of great dittroetKm. The 
JlqoT, seeing him In thu condibon, kindlj, gentlj, like a 
frst a^ sure friend, cmplojed (to use bis own eaprcssian) 
toma of ikote ettttrcnce* tlUt ttnd io mabe mtn fttily opom 
rta£r ktsrit { and accordinglj, fortiSed by bn assurances, 
and wQling to disburden hims^ of the soesvt that ^^pressed 
him, ha opens h)i heart to tbo copimaading officer oi hu sew 
friends. aUiea, and protoetora. The Nabob, thus otsored, did 
open himself^ and informed Major Calitaod that he bod joit 
reedred ameaBige from tbo pnnee, or hu principal minuter, 
inforzning him, that the pnneo now the Mogul, had an 
mtenbon (as indeed be nUmnaUj ought, suppociug that we 
wero as well disposed to bun sa we showed oureelres altcr- 
wards) to surrender himaelf into the hands ofbxm, the Nabob t 
but at the tame time wubed, os a guarantee, that tho com* 
DBnder*ia<bief of tho Englub forces shoDldjgiro him eccuidtj 
for bk life and bis honour, when bo ihoola m that manner 
gurrcnder himself to the Nabob 1 do not mean, roj lords, 
by f ur r end e i 'itig, that it was supposed bo intended to lor- 
reuder himself pntouer of wart ^ * sorereigu, dubims 

of the fidolity of those about bun, would put blmraf Into tho 
hands of bu faithful subjects, of those who clsimod to dencB 
all tbeir power, as both we aud tlie Nabob did, under hli 
authority Tbo Nabob stated to the Engbsb generaJ, (bat, 
without this Engluh security, the pnnee would not ddirer 
himself mto bis bands. Here be ronfrased he found a diffi* 
culty For the giring this frith, if it were kept, would defeat 
hts oltvmale new, which sras, when fbe prmco bad dehrered 
bimsclf into Bh hands in pUm terms, to murder hint. This 
grand act could not be accomplished without tho Fngltsb 
pcTieral. In the first pfree, the prince, without tbo Hoglish 
eccurrty, would not dehTer Hmseif mto the Kahoh’s hands j 
and ancfwsrds, without the Eliglisb roDcurrrnce, he could 
not bo murdrrecL These a r r e diiScuittcs that prusod upon 
tbe mind of the Nabob. ^ 

Tbe EngUfb commander heard (hi* astouiihmg proposUtoo 
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nny npjinn’nt (‘inotioji. Bciiip n ninn liiiliitunlod to 
prx'.nt fin'iir>. von-ed in n’Vidnlioii«, nml with n mind fnrlificd 
Biininf-t t'jLtnmrdiiinry e\cntH, ho tnnrd it nnd nnpwcri-d it 
wthoul Bliov.iiip nny of aMu-m iun- ov dclci-tntion; nt 

the ^nmc time ^\ith n J^rot^■^•tntion Hint in.' \MMild 
t-(Tv‘o him, tV,o Nnhoh, hnt it ^lumld ho njn-n Mirh terinn in 
honour and jui-lico could BupjX'rt ; iiifomiin;: liiin, that an 
m-ynninco for the princch'- ^nfc^y could not he ;;i\cn hy him 
\intil he had con*-uUcd Mr. lloKn ll, who w.n-. j.’ovcrnor, and 
lii.-' !-up(rior. 'Jiim com cn*.at ion j>n>'‘od in the morniiu.', (Jn 
that very morniiu:. and whiKt tin' tnui^ai-tion \va? hot, Major 
CalHaud writoK to !Mr. llohvcll an account of it. In Iub 
letter he inform,''' Idm that he made an ituiuiry, without etat- 
inu from whom, hut that he did imjuin' tlo' jtrohahilily of the 
Nahoh'f cettin^ j'Os'^e.'-eion iif the priiu t' from lome perhour, 
who a,«.‘'tired him that there was no pnd>ahility f>r the prince'a 
imetition to deliver hitmelf to the jSnholu>n any teriua. Be 
that n,« it may, it i.o impo.->ible no! to reni.ark that tlie whole 
traiJsaolion of the morninc tif the IGth of Aj'ril w.aB itol Nery 
ditcourapdiifi to the Knbidi ; not Bueh n- would iuduee him tii 
contider thii- mn.''l delehtnlde of all pnjeeti. as a thinp titterly 
iuifer>ihle, ami as such to ah.andon it. The evening e.ime on 
without aiiythiup to alter his ojdiiion. Major Calliaud that 
evening came to the Isahoh's tent to arrange some matlers 
relative to the nppro.ncliing campaign. 'J’he business soon 
ended with regard to the campaign; but tbe jiroposal of the 
moniing to !Major Calliaud, as nngbt be expected to happen, 
wa-siu ofleet renewed. Indeed tbe form was a little dill’erenL, 
but the substantial p.art remained tbe same. Yo\ir lordships 
will see wbat these alterations were. 

Id tbe evening scene the persons were more numerous. 
On tbo part of the Company, i^lnjor Calliaud, ^Tr. Lusliing- 
lon, Mr. Knox, and tbe ambassador nt the Kabob’s court, !Mr. 
'Warren Hastings. On the part of the Moorish government, 
tbe Kabob himself, bis son ilceran, n Persian secretary, and 
tbe Knbub’s head spy, an otliccr well known in that part of 
tbe world, and of some rank. These were the persons of the 
drama in the evening scene. The Nabob and bis son did not 
wait for the prince’s committing himself to their faith, which, 
it Be(vno, Major Calliand did not think likely to happen : so 
tliat one act of treachery is Vaved ; but another pened of aa 
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extrtiirdiiury a nature. Intent and eager on t2ie fflcecutMO, 
and the more certain of theor deaign, they eocepted ti» pl a n 
of a wicked wretch, prmapel eemnt of the th<tn prune mm- 
later to the Mogul, or tiHanaelres anggeatod it to him A 
person called Conery, dewan or prmnipai atewnrd to Oir^g ai* 
thin, a great dnef m tbo semce of the abih aadda, oi 
pnneo (now the Great Mogul, the aoTBreign under whom the 
Company hoidi their charter), had, it leema, made a pro 
poaal to the Nabob, that if a conaiderahle territory, then held 
Dj hit maater waa aaaured to hnn, and a reward of a lack o{ 
rupeoB, £10000 or £12,000. aecured to him, he would for 
that conaideration deliver the pnnce, the eldest aon of tbo 
Mogul, alive into the handa of the Nabob, or, If that could not 
bo effected, he engaged to marder him for the aame reward. 
But ai the aaiaiam eoold not rely on the Nabob and hi* son 
for hu reward for thi* mentorMnu action, and thought better 
ef Boghah honour and fidelity in auch delicate case*, he ro> 
qmreu that Major Oiihand ahonfd act tna aeaj to the agree- 
ment Thu proposition was mode to an Bogluh commander , 
what duooorse happened upon it la uscertam. Mr Hastmci 
IS stated by some endeneeto hare acted as mterpreter m this 
memorahle eongreca. But Marar Calluud agreed to it with* 
oat any diffieufty Accord mpy an inatroinent wai drawn, 
an indantupo tripartite preparw by tbo Persian lecrctoir, ae- 
curmg to the I*r^ the reward of this mfiuDoti*, perfljfiotu, 
mnrdBTcrus act. Pint, the Nabob put hit own seal to the 
jntzrder The Nabob’s son Meeran afilred hj aeah A tbird 
seal, the mort important of oU, was yet wanting A pause 
ensnedi hlajorOalluiadsaealwasnotathandi but Mr Lusb- 
ington was sent near half a miletobnngit it was brought, 
at length ] and the instrument of bloM and treachery was 
conyilrteJy executed. Three aeala were set to it, 

Tms businets of tho three aeala, by some means not qidte 
folly eiplained, but (as auspooted by tbe parties) by means 
of the information Mr Holwell, who soon after came 
home, was convoyed to tbo ear* of tbe conrt of director*, 
^e court of dueetors wrote out, under date of the 7tb ol 
October, 170L within a little nlore than a year after this 
extraordinary transaction, to thia effect t— that, m coiyun^ 
tlon with tim Nabob, Major CalUand hod ai^ed a juper, 
offering a reward of a lack of nipeea, or some auch tum, to 
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rcteral black persons for Uie assassination of the abab zadda, 
or prince bcir^apjiarcnt ; ■which paper was oflcrctl to ibo 
then chief of Patna to sign, but winch ho refused, on ac- 
count of the uifainy of the measure. As it appeared in tho 
same light to them, the directors, they ordered a strict in- 
quiry into it. Tlie India Company, who here did their duty 
Avith nj)parent manliness and vigour, were resolved, however 
to do it with gentleness, and to ])rococd in a manner thu 
could not produce any serious mischief to tho ])arf ies charged ; 
for they directed the commission of inquiry' to the very clan 
and set of people who, from a participation in their common 
oftcnces, stood in awe of one another; inefiect, to the partie*; 
in the transaction. Wit bout a pro'^ecutor. without an impar- 
tial director of the inquiry, they left it substjintially to those 
persons to try one another for their common acts. Hero 1 
come upon the principle which I wish most strongl}* to mark 
to your lordships ; 1 mean collusive trials, and collusive ac- 
quittals. 'When this matter came to be examined, according 
to the orders of the court, which'was on the dlh of October, 
17G2, the council consisted of Peter itlaguire, AVarren Hast- 
ings, and Hugh ''i\’'atts. Mr. Hastings had by thi.s time ac- 
complished the business of resident xvith the Xabob, and had 
taken the scat, to which his seniority entitled him, in council. 
Here a difficulty arose in limine. Mr. Hastings was repn-- 
sented to have acted as interpreter in this business ; ho \\a'», 
therefore, himself an object of the inquisition ; he was doubt- 
ful as evidence; he was disqu.alificd as n judge. It lilccwi'-o 
appeared that there might be .^ome objection to others, wlio-c 
evidence was wanting, but who were themselvoa concerned 
in the guilt. Mr. Lushingfon’s evidence would be uscfid, 
but there were tTwo circumstances rather unlucky. Pirat. he 
had put the seal to the instrument of murder ; and secondly, 
and what was most matori.al, he had made an affidavit at 
Patna, whilst the affair xvas green and recent, tliat he had 
done so, and in the same aflidavit lind deposed that AVarren 
Hastings was interpreter in that transaction. Here were dif- 
ficulties both on him and Mr. Hasting.^. The question w.a^, 
how to get Air. Hastings, Hie interpreter, out of his interpret' 
ation, and to put him upon tlie scat of judgment. 
effcijted, however, and the manner in which it was 
■was something curious. Mr. Lushington, who by tbit 
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vitb irvoT upland, and bj argnTnenU and reaiona him 
deUrmit^ he Yaa j>eniiadra to onia^ hu wretriDg, and to 
doclire that he hehored that the affidant which he ^ 
l*atna, and while the traaaacticn waa lec en L or nearij re- 
cent, meat bo a nuatake , that he itUesed (what u amamg 
inde^ for anr belief) that not hlr Haatmga, but be, lufiwijl, 
Lnter|iretod. hlr Laihingtan compL?tel^ lo^ hia own mem- 
ory, and he acoepta an oSemh a gixen metno^, a tnunory 
aupphed to him ^ a party m tne traniaeticsiu By this opera- 
tion all diffieulhea are remored, hfr Hastinea ta at once 
put into the canocaty of a jod^ H e la declared by Mr Luah 
infton not to ham been an mtarpreter in the tnnaaotioiu 
Alterthia,Mr Haatioga U huDself exammed. Yonrlordahipa 
will look it the tranaaebon at your kunm, and 1 think yon 
will connder it aa a pattern for inqumca of thia kmd. 
Haatinn u examined he doea not mooUech Hb memory 
alao fam on a boameaa in ifhieh it u not eaiy to rnppoee a 
man could be doobtfol whether he wai preset or not s he 
thinka be wu not there , for that, if be had been there, and 
acted u mterpreter, he ocFuld not ham iorgot it. 

1 think it ta pretty nearly aa 1 atate it , If I ham fallen 
into any error or maeeuracy, it ta eoafly rectifled , fox hero ia 
the auto of the tranaacbon giten hrtJie partioa thoma^ea 
On thia maocurate memory m Mr Baatinga, not Tentnnng, 
howerer, to say poarUmly thit he wna not tea interpreter, or 
that be waa not present, he u dnAarged freon being an ac- 
complice , he 18 remored from the bar, and leepa nnon the 
•eat of Jnatioe. The court that completed, Mi\}or Oalhand 
cornea manfully forwurd to make hu defence. Mr lAiahliigton 
11 taken off hia hook in the tmtitibt we ham teen, andno one 
person remains but Oaptmo Knox. Kow,if Captain Knox was 
there and aasentnig, hie n on accompheo too Captain Knox 
aaaerts, that, at the conmltation about the mnrder, ho aald, 
it was a pity to cot off ao fine a Tonns fellow m inch a man- 
ner, meaning that fine yoimg fellow tw pnace, the deteend- 
ant of TameiiaDe, the present mgmng hlogul, from whom 
the Company denm their ureaetit charter The pntpoae 
to bo terred by this dedaniuon. If it had any purpose, was, 
that Captain Knox did not aaaent to the muraer, amytbat 
thef t for a hta eridence might be mhd. 
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The defence set up hy Major Calliaud was to this effect. 
He was apprehensive, he said, that theNaboh was alarmed at 
the violent designs that were formed against him by Mr, 
Holwell ; and that therefore to quiet his mind (to quiet it 
by a proposition compounded of murder and ti-eason ; an odd 
kind of mind he had, that was to be quieted by such means !), 
but to quiet his mind, and to show that the English were 
willing to go aU lengths Avith him, to sell body and soul to 
him, he did put his seal to this extraordinary agreement, he 

E ut his seal to this wonderful paper. He likewise stated, that 
e was of opinion at the time that nothing at all sinister 
could happen from it, that no such murder was likely to take 
place, whatever might be the intention of the parties. In fact 
he had very luckily said, in a letter of his Avritten a day after 
the setting the seal, “ I think nothing will come of this matter, 
but it is no harm to try.” This experimental treachery, 
and these essays of conditional murder, appeared to him good 
enough to make a trial of; but at the same time he was afraid 
nothing would come of it. In general, the whole gist of his 
defence comes to one point, in which he persists, — that, what- 
ever the act might be, his mind is clear — “my hands are 
guilty, but my heart is free.” He conceived that it would 
be very improper, undoubtedly, to do such an act, if he sus- 
pected anything could happen from it ; he, however, let the 
thing out of his own hands; he put it into the hands of 
others ; he put the commission into the hands of a murderer. 
The fact was not denied — ^it was fully before these severe 
judges. The extenuation was the purity of his heart, and the 
bad situation of the Company’s affairs (the perpetual plea, 
which your lordships will hear of forever, and which if it will 
jvistify evil actions, they will take good care that the most ne- 
farious of their deeds shall never want a sufficient justifica- 
tion). But then he calls upon his life and his character to 
oppose to his seal ; and though he has declared that Mr. 
-Holwell had intended ill to the Nabob, and that he approved 
of those measures, and only postponed them, yet he thought 
it necessary, he says, to quiet the fears of the Nabob ; and 
from this motive he did ad act abhorrent to his nature, and 
which, he says, he expressed bis abhorrence of the morning 
after^he signed it: not that he did so ; but if he had, I believe 
it would only have made the thing so many degrees worse. 
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Tcmr lordahipa will ob»erre» iliai m this confermcr, ostated 
by hitnaelf, tbe»e Teaataii did tpologiei for it did not »pp«r. 
HOT did thcT appearTn th« letter, nor anjrrberc else, till next 
year when he came upro hu truL 51ien it was xmmeduitdy 
recollected, that llr Holwefl’a deaaims irere to wicked, they 


recollected, that llr Holwell’B detagnt were to wicked, they 
certauilT mutt be known to the Nabob, though be norer tQei>> 
tioned them in the conferenoo of the mortnug or the erenuig 


tioned them in tne conferenoo of the mornmg or the erenuig 
of the 16th , yet tuch wu now the vmght and preralence oi 
them upon the Maior’i mxnd, that he omm npon Mr Hathngt 
to know whether the Nabob wat not infonned of theee detigiii 
tf llr Holwell against him. 2llr Hastm^'e memory was 
hot quite correct upon the oocasion. He doe* not recollect 
anything of the matter Ho oertamly teems not to think 
that he erer menhooed it to the Nabob, or the Nabob to him ; 
bat he does recoQact, he thinka, speaking something to tome 
of the Nabob*! attendants upon and i^ber this deponent 
aayeth not. On this state of things, namely, the ponty of 
intenhoD, the neccssitieB of the Company, tlie propriety of 
keeping the Nabob in perfeet good bnmonr, acd remonog 
suspiaons from his mm^ which sutpioont be bad nerer ex- 
pressed, they came to the reeolntum I BhiU hare the bunour 
to read to you t ** That the re^resentatum, gnen in tbe said 
defence, of^tbe state of the aflim of tbe country et that tune 

E j, about tbe month of April, 1700) u true and yust 
I, the bad state of tbe oo nnir y, wbieb we tball emtmder 
er] , that, m such areumstances, tbe Nabob’s urgent 
account of his own distresses, tbe ctdcmeri desire of maJ^g 
him easy [for hero is a rocapitulatura of tbe whole dcfenceX 
as the tirn thuig neceseary mrtbegood oftbe semce, and the 
roddennecs of uw thing propose^ might depnre him for a 
moment of his rocoUectaon, anid surprise him into a measure 
which, as to the measure itael^ be could not approte. That 
such only were the motiTOa which did or could mfluencc 
Colonel UsUiaud to aseeit to tbe proposal, u fully ennced 


by the edposition of Captain Knox and Mr jCuahin^oti, that 
hu (Co/fmuTs) coiueifMe*, of (i0 nwr rrp r o ^ eJ iim 
xcUJt a l*d d«»{^ ” 

Tour lordships hare beard of the testimony of a person to 
his own eoDscienee, bat tbe toitlmony of snotbcr nun to 
soy one’s eensaecce^hia is the first time, I bcliere. it 
appeared In a judieisl prr^cecdiD^ It is natnral to say,' ** my 
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oonscicncc acquits me of it ; ” but they declare that “ his con- 
science never reproached him with a bad design, and there- 
fore, upon the whole, they arc satisGcd that his intention was 
good, though he erred in the measure.” 

I beg leave to state one thing that escaped me, that the 
Nabob, who was one of the parties to the design, was, at the 
time of the inquiry, a sort of prisoner or an exile at Calcutta; 
that his moonshce was there, or might have been had ; and 
that his sp5' was likewise there : and that they, though parties 
to this transaction, were never c.alled to account for it in any 
sense or in an}' degree, or to show how far it was necessary 
to quiet the Nabob’s mind. 

, The accomplices, by acquitting bim upon iheir testimony 
to his conscience, did their business nobly. But the good 
court of directors, who were so easily satisfied, so ready to 
condemn at the first proposition, and so ready afterwards to 
acquit, put the last finishing hand of a master to it. For the 
accomplices acquit him of e\'il intentions, and excuse his act. 
The court of directors, disapproving indeed the measure, but 
receiving the testimony of his conscience in justification of 
his conduct, and taking up the whole ground, honourably ac- 
quit him, and commend this action as an instance of heroic 
zeal in their sendee. 

The great ehd and purpose for which I produce this to 
your lordships is to show you the necessity there is for other 
inquiries, other trials, other acquittals of parties, than those 
made by a collusive clan abroad, or by the directors at home, 
who had required the parties to inqmre of themselves, and to 
take the testimony of the judges at second-hand, as to the con- 
science of the party accused, respecting acts which neither 
they nor any man living can look upon but with horror. 

I have troubled your lordships with the story of the tliree 
seals, as a specimen of the then state of the service, and the 
politics of the servants, civil and military, in the horrid 
abuses which then prevailed, and which render at length the 
most rigorous reformation necessary. 

I close this episode to resume the proceedings at the second 
revolution. This affair of the three seals was, we have seen, 
to quiet the fears of the Nabob. His fears it was, indeed, 
necessary to quiet; for your lordships will see, that the mau 
whose'fears were to he set asleep by Major Calliaud’s offering 
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him in • Bchfima for nrardemig his ■oreragn, an odd tort ol 
opiate, made op of blood and fzeaaon, 'vu ncnr in a £iir wij 
ot being mordered himself bjtbe maefabiatjcizis of him whose 
s£«l WM set to hii murdenmi eeoont/ of peace^ and bj tboee 
hu acoomphoea, Holw^ and TTawtan^ , at least thej nsohed 
to put him m a sitnabon m which his morder was m a man* 
ner inentable, as yon win see in the set^nelofibe tranaaoticiTi. 

ow the plan proceeds. The parties contmoedm the oampt 
but there was another roman. To mnore a nabob, and to 


create a rerolution, is not easy ; bonee* are strong, who hare 
Bona grown up with ngour and fltaesa for the ocnuoand of 
anniee. Hiey are not easity overt umed by removing the 
pnompal, xnuem the eecondaiT la got nd of and if this 
remora could bo removei everything was going on m a happy 
way in the bnamesa. This plan, which now (that a, about 
the month of Joly) began to get into greet ripenea and for* 
wardnen, hXr HmweH orged forward, Mr Tansittart being 
hourly expected 

I do not kmow whether I am gomg to stsde a thing, though 
it u upon the records, which ww imt have too theatneal an 
appearance lor the grave state in which we are. But here 
It u — tlM di£oatty, the kno^ and the solahoi), as recorded by 
the parties thenu^ves. It was the of Uut bold, dee* 
perate. detigmng man, Oocdoi Ally Cawn, who aimed at 
ererTtoiDg and who eorupled not to do anything m attaining 
whas be aimed at, to be appointed the lieotmiant of the Kabob 
Jaffier AHy, and thos to get posseeakoi cd his office donng 
his lifetune imdar that Dsme,inth a dcngn of nrorderinghim] 
for that office, according to manv of that country, to- 

tally supersedes the authority of the flii^ magistrate, renden 
him a cypher in bis band, gives the administratiOQ ^ his af 
fain and command of hu ^oops to the lieutenant. It was a 
port of hb plan, that he wai, after his apporntment to the 
Iieateraox^, to be named to the iuceesawn of the Nabob, 
who had aeiisal other children ) but the eldest son stood in 


the way 

But as things hastened to a crisb, this diffieolty was re* 
moved in the moat extraordinary and providential nnbeord'of 
manner, by the most extraordinary event that, I believe, is 
recorded m history Just in zbo nick of time, in the 
moment of pfo^eetkm, on tbp Srd of July^ this ^prince 
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Meeran, in the flower of hie age, bold, active, enterprising, 
lying asleep in bis tent, is suddenly, without any one’s 
knowing it, without any alarm or menace in the heavens, 
that ever was heard of or mentioned, without any one what- 
ever being hurt or even alarmed in the camp, killed with a 
flash of lightning. My lords, thus was the G-ordian knot cut. 
This prince dies of a flash of lightning, and Mr. Lushington 
(of whom you have heard) comes in the morning with his 
hair standing erect, comes frightened into the presence of 
Major Calliaud, and, with the utmost alarm, teUs him of a 
circumstance that was afterwards to give them so much 
pleasure. The alarm was immediately communicated to the 
Major, who was seized with a fright ; and fearing lest the 
army should mutiny upon the death of their chief, it was 
contrived, in a manner that I believe was most difficult to 
contrive, that what might have excited a general mutiny was 
concealed by the ability, the good conduct, and dexterity of 
Major Calliaud for seven days together, till he led the army 
out of the place of danger. Thus a judgment feU upon one 
of the (innocent) murderers in the scene of the three seals. 
This man, who was probably guilty in his conscience as well 
as in act, thus fell by that most lucky, providential, and most 
useful flash of lightning. 

There were at that time, it seems, in Calcutta a wicked 
sceptical set of people, who somehow or other believed that 
Tiumian agency was concerned in this electric flash, which 
came so very opportunely, and which was a favour so thank- 
fully acknowledged. These wicked ill-natured sceptics dis- 
seminated reports (which I am sure I do not mean to charge 
or prove, leaving the effect of them to you) very dishonour- 
able, I believe, to Cossim Ally Cawn in the busmess, and to 
some Englishmen who were concerned. 

The difficulty of getting rid of Meeran being thus removed, 
Mr. Yansittart comes upon the scene. I verily believe he 
was a man of good intentions, and rather debauched by 
that amazing flood of iniquity which prevailed at that time, 
or hurried and carried away with it. In a few days he sent 
for Major Calliaud. All his objections vanish in an instant ; 
like that flash of lightning, everything is instant. The Major 
agrees to perform his part. They send for Cossim Ally 
Cawn ^d Mr. Hastings, they open a trealy and conclude it 
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mth him, Ififtnng the nuMgement of it to two wnsKm, 3ff 
Holwell lod another person, whom we hare beard an 
Aimenian, called Goja Petrnae, who aftenrardB played hh 
part m another illuatnon# •ceno. Bj thu Petruie and Hr 
tiolweil the matter u aettled. The moment Mr HolwcD u 
reiaed to he a aecretarv <rf rtate, the TerohrtKm ii accom- 
pliabed- By it Coaaim idly Oawn is to hare the bentenancy 
at present, and the aucoesaiain Krerything u pat into hia 
hands, and be ta to mahe for it large concewnona, whieh yon 
win hear of aftenrerdi, to the Compeiry Cotahn Ally Cawn 
proposed to Mr Holwell, what wmnd nato been no had ai^ 
plement to the flash of bghtnmg; the mordor of the Nabob ; 
bat Mr Holwell was a man of loo much honour and coti- 
saence to lu^er that He inatontly flew out at it, and declared 
the whole baameaa ahoald step, nnlesa the aflair of the mar* 
dar waa giren op Accordingly, thing* were to fettled- But, 
if he gars the Nabob otbt to an Intending murderer, and 
debrered ha person, trenniiA and erriTthing into hu hauda, 
Ooaiim Ally Cawn mi^ bare had no great reason to com* 
plam. of besm left to toe execntion of hii own proyects m hts 
own way troa^ waa made, and anoanted to Ibie, that 
the Company woa to recaire tbr^ greet pronnee* \ for here, 
u we proceed, yon wiE hare an oppartunlty of obaemng, 
With the p i ogre ta of theeo plots, one thing which has con« 
atantty tmd imifonnly perraded the whole of these project*, 
itnd which the persona coneenied m them bare arowed as a 
pnnaple of their actions — that they were firrt to take care 
of the Company’s interest, then of their own ; that h, first to 
secoro to the Company an enoTmoui bribo, and under the 
shadow of that bnbe to take all the little emolumenti they 
ooold to tbemselTes, Three great nch southern pronneet, 
maritime, or neeriy manbme, Burdwan, hndnapore, and 
Chittagong, were to be dlaserered from tbo aoubah and to 
be ceded to the Company Ibero were other minor stipula- 
tions, wbldi it Is not necesaary at present to trouble you 
with, signed, sealed, and executed at Calcutta, between tbese 
partiea with the greatest poatible secrecy Iho lieutenancy 
and the succesnoa were securod to Cossun AHr, and be was 
likewise to gire somewhere about the sum of £200,000 to 
tbo gentlemen who were conromed, as a roword for 
him so eflectaally, and for ^rrmg their country W welL 
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Accordingly these stipnlationB, actual or understood (for 
they were eventually carried into effect), being settled, a 
commission of delegation, consisting chiefly of Mr. Yansittart 
and Major CaUiau^ was sent up to Moorshedahad ; the new 
governor taking this opportunity of pajong the usual visit of 
respect to the Nabob, and in a manner which a new governor 
coming into place would do, with the detail of which it is not 
necessary to trouble you. Mr. Hastings was at this time at 
the durbar ; and having everything prepared, and the ground 
smoothed, they first endeavoured to persuade the Nabob to 
deliver over the power negotiated for into the hands of their 
friend Cossim Ally Cawn. But when the old man, fright- 
ened out of his wits, asked, “ What is it he has bid for me ?” 
and added, “I will give half as much again to save myself; 
pray let me know what my price is he entreated in vain. 
They were true, firm, and faithful to their word and their 
engagement. "WTien he saw they were resolved that he 
should be delivered into the hands of Cossim. Ally Cawn, he 
at once surrenders the whole to him. They instantly grasp 
it. He throws himself into a boat, and will not remain at 
home an hour, but hurries down to Calcutta to leave his 
blood at our door, if we should have a mind to take it. But 
the life of the Nabob was too great a stake, partly as a 
Eecnrity for the good behaviour of Cossim Ally Ca^\T3, and 
BtiU more for the future use that might be made of him, to 
he thrown away, or left in the hands of a man who would 
certainly murder him, and who was very angry at being re- 
fused the murder of his father-in-law. The price of this 
second revolution was, according to their shares in it ^ 
believe I have it here), somewhere about £200,000. This 
bttle efiusion to private interest settled the zaa tfe^ and 
here ended the second revolution in the countiw; effected 
indeed without bloodshed, but vrith infinite treach^, ^:^^ 
mfimte mischief consequent to the dism^i^ ernreui. Oi. 
country, and which had nearly become cal 

cerns there, likp everything else in whicn —lt. - 
ony share. „ . - - _ 

This prince, Cossim Ally Cawn, tne cz ^ 
suew t'^t those who could give wnic 
lie scarcelv got upon the throne, w- 
public spirit and his otra iniquimss. m 
instantly to fortifj hinueif a'?. 


1 
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agtUtft tlio*e who w ere or eoold be the donon of euth fiitAl 
He begin with the natlrei who were m their liiterefL 
and cruellj put to death, under the eje of Mr Hoetingi and 
hi* elan, aH thoee who, by their monied weelth orfiiDded 
ooniKleiiriaoiii, could pre any effect to tbeir dupoeitiaM in 
fkTonr of thoM embitione etrangeTm. He rejnorod from 
Moorahedahad higher up into the country, to Jlonghir, m 
order to be more out of our now He kept hdi word pr^y 
well, but not altogether fiuthftiUy, with the gentlemen { and 
though be had no money, for hia trefiaury was empty, he gam 
obh^tiaiia, which are known by the name of — ^tthe 

Indian roeabulary will by degrees become famOtar to your 
lordahipa, aa we deredope tbe modes and customa of the coui>> 
try) Aa %oon u be had done thia he began to rack and 
tear the prormcee that were left to bun, to get aa much from 
them aa should oompensate him for the rareonos of those 
great prtmneas be had lost, and accordingly he began a 
foene of extortion, bomTife, ne&nous, without precedent or 
example, upon almost all the landed intenst of mt connlry, 
I mention this, becanae he is one of tboee peraoui vboee 
goremmenti hlr Haatinga. m a F*pcr called bia defence 
aebrered £a to the Home of Commons, has nrodneed as pre 
eedeota and axomples, vhieh he has tbou^t fit to follow, 
and which he thought would justify him in the conduct he 
has puraued. 'Hua Cosaim Ally Oawn, after be had aeted tbe 
tyrant on the landed mterest, feO upon the raoniod interest 
tn that country there was a pereon called Juggut Bert. 
There were sereral of tbe £unfly, who were bankers to tneh a 
magmtude as was nerer beard of in the world. HoceireTS of 
the public rerenue, thar co r i es p oiidence extended all otbt 
Ana , and there are those who are of opunou that the bouso 
of Juggut Beit, indadiDg all its branch^ was not worth lets 
than m or aeren roilUoM aterlinn This bouse became tie 
prey of Cosaim ABy Cawn; but Mr Holwell had predicted 
that it tlwtJi is ds/irered orer to Saiun to lo hj^eied ^hia 
own pious expTeaaKiD) He predicted the miiforttmcs trat 
should befall them j and we chose a Baton to buffet them, 
and who did »o buffet them by tbe murder of the pTincipal 
of thfl fcyviat, and. by aoihhui% them, of aum* o( 

tbeir wealth, tbU I baliere cuefaaiceco of nefanous tyrsuur, 
destroying and cutting up the* root of public credit in that 
country, was icarce crer uown. In tbe mean tune Coasire 
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■was extending liis tyranny over all "who were obnorions to 
him; and the persona he first sought -were those traitors 
v'ho had been Mends to the English. Several of the prin- 
cipal of these he murdered. There was in the province of 
Bahar a man named Earaarain ; he had got the most positive 
assurances of English faith ; but Mr. Maeguire, a member of 
the council, on the receipt of 6000 gold .mohors, or some- 
thing more than £8000 sterling, delivered him up to be first 
imprisoned, then tortured, then robbed in consequence of 
the torture, and finally murdered by Cossim Ally Cawn. In 
this -way Cossim Ally Cawn acted, while our govenunent 
looked on. I hardly choose to mention to you the fate of a 
certain native in consequence of a dispute with Mr. Mott, a 
friend of Mr. Hastings, which is in the Company’s records 
— ^records which are ^most buried by their own magnitude 
fi’om the knowledge of this country. In a contest with this 
native for his house and property, some scuffle having hap- 
pened between the parties, the one attempting to seize, and 
the other to defend, the latter made a complaint to the Na- 
bob, who was in an entire subjection at that time to the 
English ; and who ordered this unfortimate man, on account 
of this very scuffle arising from defending his property, to be 
blown off from the mouth of a cannon. In ^ort, I am not 
able to teU your lordships of all the nefarious transactions of 
this man, whom the intrigues of Mr. HolweU and Mr. Hast- 
ings had act upon the throne of Bengal But there is a cir- 
cumstance in this business that comes across here, and will 
tend to show another grievance that vexed that country, 
which vexed it long, and is one of the causes of its chief dis- 
asters, and which, I fear, is not so perfectly extirpated hut 
that some part of its roots may remain in the ground at this 
moment. 

-Commerce, which enriches every other country in the 
world, was bringing Bengal to total ruin. The Company, in 
former times, when it -had no sovereignty or power in the 
country, had large privileges under their dusbuck or permit; 
their goods passed without paying duties through the country. 
. The servants of the Compafiy made use of this dustuck for 
their own private trade, which, while it was used with modera- 
tion, tjie native government winked at in some degree ; but 
when it got wholly into private hands, it was more like rob- 
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berr tban trade. Tbeee trader* appeared eTwyTrlieTT j tbej 
►da at tbcir own pncoe, and fon^ the people to aril to 
them at their own pncea also It appeand more like an 
irmj going to pflla^ the people, under pretence of «mi» 
merce, than anjtluog elaa. In rain the pwple daimod the 
protection of tbeir own oonntij court*, uhi* Englith imnj 
of trader*, in their march, raraged worae than * IkrtariaE 
conqueror The trade they cam« on, and which more retem- 
blea robbci 7 than oommerce, anticipated the l eao mt att of the 
tyrant, and threatened to leare him no znaterula for uspoai' 
tion or condacabon Thai thi* auenble coontrr waa tom 
to piece* by the hoirflile rapaaouanc** of s doable tyranny 
Thii appealed to be ao etrout a caaoL that a depatabon waa 
sent to mm at hia new capital, Mongbir, to form a tre a ^ for 
the purpoee of ginng aoma rdliaf againat thi* omel, coraed, 
wnd oppreanre trade, which waa woT»e eren than the tyrtmiy 
of the aorereign. Thu trade Mr Vannttart, the preaidcrLt 
aboot thu tune, that u, in 1768, who ancoeeded to Hr Hob 
1 ^ 1 , a^ was in ebee union of intemts with tba tyrant, 
Cotfim Allr Cswa, by a feea^ known by the name of the 
treaty of Hcngblr, agreed rery much to aupnre«a and to eon* 
floe withm aomeUung like reaaanablo boonoa. Then never 
waa a doubt on the face of that treetr, that it waa a juat, 
proper, fair tranaaction. Bat aa nobooy in Bcogal did then 
Dchere Cl»t rapine waa oTerforhome, bat mferoor of bribery, 
the peraoni who loat ever y advantage by the treatr of ifon- 
ghir, when they thought they aaw e u mipt nettobation cany- 
ing away the pnxea ca onlswibl eomineTce, and were likely to 
see their trade crippled by Comm Ally Cawn, fell into a roort 
violent fury at thu trea^ , end ea the treaty wsa made with* 
out the ooneurrence of the rest of the counc^ the Compeny’a 
aerranta grew divided, one part were the advoentea of the 
treaty, the other of the trade. The latter were univemlly 
of opinion that tho treaty waa bought for r great aum of 
moner The endenee we hare on our recorda of the auma of 
money that are etated to have bees paid on thn ocean on, baa 
never been inreatigatcd to the bottom. Bot wa have it on 
rec or d that a great aum (£70100) waa paid to persona con- 
cemed in that negotiation. The reat were oiccedingly wroth 
to aw ^Aaaaaffar mrf- prutf^rg’ Artto afgoihiAra, Awrag* 
the trade, or hkely to m exclodpo from ft | and they nWe tho 
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more so because, as we have it upon our journals, during all 
that time the trade of the negotiators was not proscribed, 
but a perwannah was issued by Cossim Ally Cawn, that the 
trade of his friends, Mr. Vansittart and Mr. Hastings, should 
not be subject to the general regulations. This filled the 
whole settlement with ill blood ; but in the regulation itself 
(I put the motive and the secret history out of the case) un- 
doubtedly' Mr. Hastings and Mr. Vansittart were on the 
right side. They had sliown to a demonstration the mischief 
of this trade. However, as the other party were strong, and 
did not readily let go their hold of this great advantage, first, 
dissensions, murmurs, various kinds of complaints, and ill 
blood arose. Cossim Ally was driven to the wall ; and, hav- 
ing at the same time made what he* thought ^ood prepara- 
tions, a war broke out at last. And how did it break out ? 
This Cossim Ally Cawn signalized his first acts of hostility 
by an atrocity committed against the faith of treaties, against 
the rules of war, against every principle of honour. This 
intended murderer of his father-in-law, whom Mr. Hastings 
had assisted to raise to the throne of Bengal, well knowing 
his character and his disposition, and well knowing what such 
a man was capable of doing, this man massacred the English 
wherever he met them. There were two hundred or there- 
abouts of the Company’s servants, or their dependants, 
slaughtered at Patna, with every circumstance of -the most 
abominable cruelty. Their limbs were cut to pieces. The 
tyrant whom Mr. Hastings set up, cut and hacked the limbs 
of British subjects in the most cruel and perfidious manner ; 
threw them into wells, and polluted the waters of the country 
with British blood. Immediately Avar is declared against 
him in form. That war sets the whole country in a blaze ; 
and then other parties begin to appear upon the scene, whose 
transactions you will find yourselves deeply concerned in 
hereafter. 

As soon as war was declared against Cossim, it was neces- 
sary to resolve to put up another nabob, and to have another 
revolution ; and Avhere do they resort but to the man, Avhom, 
for his alleged tyranny, for his incapacity, for the numberless 
iniquities he was said to have committed, and for his total 
unfitness and disinclination to aU the duties of government, 
thov had dethroned. This vqry man they take up again to 
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place oa the throoe, from which they had about two jean 
Deforo remoTod turn, and for the efieotmg of which thej had 
committed so manj Inigmtiea. Eten tin* roTolufcum inii not 
•nado without beum jpaid for Accccdiim to the tmial order 
of proceacon, in aiuch the yoimgoat wait finrt — Krat comes 
the Company , and the Company had aeonred to it m perpe* 
ti^ity thoee pronncea which Ooaaim Ally Oawn had ce<md, u 
it was thon^t, rather in the way of mortgage thftn any- 
thing else. Then, under the name of oompenaabon for aaf- 
fermgs to the people concerned m tl^ trade, and m the name 
of doiutioa to an army and a nary, which had little to do 
m this affinr, they tax hun, what turn do you thmk 1 
tax that empty and undone troasniy of that ndierahle and 
undone country, £500,000 for a ontate eroolnmwrt to them- 
ael rea , far the compeoaatioa for uum mjqintooa trade ; for the 
compensation for anoaea, of which he was neither the anthor 
Dcr the abettor , they tiuc thia miaerable prmoe £50(1000, 
That sum waa ^ren to mdindnalj Now oomca the Com- 
uny at home, on hcarmg thia news, wma all inflamed, 
dnacton were on Are. Ther were ahoeked at it, and 
parhculariy at this donation to ue army and nary They 
reaolred they would giro it no eountenance and vnn^rt In 
the mean tune tbo gentlemen did not trouble theur beads upon 
that mbject, but meant to exact and get their £500,090 ai 
they could. 

Here wu a third rerolation bought at this amacog sum, 
and this poor moerable prince flrat dragged from hfooiucda- 
bad to Oalontta, then dragged back from Calcutta to 3Ioor- 
•hedabad, the aport of fortune, and Iho plaything of ararlcc. 
Thu poor man is again aot op, but la left with no authority { 
his troops limited, his perao o eTerfthing about him. in a 
mauner aubjugated, o Bntiah reaideat the master of bis 
court) be IS act up as a pageant on this throne, with no 
other authority but what woi^ be iniHcicnt to giro a conn- 
leuanee to presocta, gifts, and donations. That authority 
was always ut^ when all the rest was taken away One 
would bare thought that this isolation might bare mtisfied 
these gantieQieQ,and that the money gained by it woidd hare 
been sufBcfouL Na *1110 pariiaans of Cosaim Ally wanted 
another rerolation. The ptisans of the other SKte. wished 
to hare someihiug more dom» m tha present. H ey one 
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begnn to think, that to depose Cossim inatantl}*, and to sell 
him to another, was loo much at one time; especially as 
Cossim Ally was a man of vigour and resolution, carrying on 
a fierce war against them. But what do you think they did ? 
They began to see, from the c.vample of Cossim Ally, that 
the lieutenancy, the ministry of the king, was a good thing 
to be sold, and the sale of that might turn out as good a 
thing as the sale of the prince. For this ofiico there were 
two rival c.andidnlcs, persons of great consideration in Ben- 
gal ; one, a principal ^lahomcd.an c.allcd ^lahomed Beza 
Cawn, a man of high .anthority, — great piety in his own re- 
ligion, — great learning in the law, — of the very first class of 
Mahomedan nobility: but at the same time, on all those ac- 
counts, he was abhorred and dreaded by the Nabob, who 
necessarily feared that a man of Mahomed Eeza Cawn’s 
description would be considered as better entitled and fitter 
for his seat, as Nabob of the p^o^'inces. 

To balance him, there was another man, known by the 
name of the Great — Bniah Nundcomar: this man was ac- 
counted the highest of his caste, and held the same rank 
among the Gentoos that ]\Inhomed Heza Ca^vn obtained 
among the l^Iahomedans. The prince on the throne had no 
jealousy of Nundcomar, because he knew that, as a Gen too, 
he coidd not aspire to the office of soubnhdar. For that 
reason he was firmly attached to him ; he might depend 
completely on his sendees ; he was 7ns against Mahomed 
Beza Cawn, and against the whole world. There was, how'- 
ever, a flaw in the Nabob’s title, which it was necessary 
should be hid. And perhaps it lay against Mahomed Eeza 
Cawn as well as him. But it was a source of apprehension 
to the Nabob, and contributed to make him wish to keep all 
Mahomedan influence at a distance. For he was a syed, that 
is to say, a descendant of jMahomed, and as such, though of 
the only acknowdedged nobility among Mussulmen, wnuTd bo 
by that circumstance excluded by the known laws of the 
^logul empire from being soubahdar in any of the Mogul 
provinces, in case the rerival of the constitution of that em- 
pire should ever again take place. 

, An auction was now opened before the English council at 
Calcutta. Mahomed Beza Cawn bid largely; Nundcomar 
bid largely. The circumstan'jes of these two rivals at the 
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Isatob court ircre etjtully CiTOurnblfi to-the pretaMWii# at 
wcfa But tho prepond matui g mentfl of MiJioined £cz» 
Cawn, aiuaaj from tbo fubjoctim m 'wbui he irai like!/ to 
keep the Nabob, and mateliim fitter for the purpew of cod- 
tvnued exaetions, induced the council to take hf» moner, 
which amoantod to about £320 000. Be the sum paid what it 
may, it woi certainly a large one In conswuenco ol wbidi 
the oouncil attempted to inxeat Mahomed Eeia Cawn with 
tbo offloe ofnaib aoubah, or depuW Ticeroy Aa to Nundcomar, 
they fell upon him with a tengeml fury t he fought hi* battle 
aa well ai he could , be oppoaed bribe to bri^ eagle to eagle { 
but at length he waa dnren to the walL Some receired hn 
money, but did him no aemce in return otbers, more con- 
aeientiotLa, refused to rcociTO it i and m thia battle of bribe* 
he waa Tanquithed. A deputation waa aent from Calcutta to 
the nuaerable h abob, to tear Nundcomar, bii only aupport, 
from hia aide and to put the object of hia te r rora, Ma« 
homed Bexa Caao, m hia place 
ITuu be^ a new dimioa, that apht the pnaddency into 
nolent fiicbona, bat the faetxm which adhem to NuodeO' 
mar waa undoubtedlr the weakeat. Ibat moat ndaerable of 
mem Ue«r JaSer Ally Cawo, dingmg, aa to the lost piDar, 
to Nundcomar, trembuog at Meb^ed Bexa Oawn, died in 
the atroggle. a miaerable riohm to all the rerolntioua, to bH 
the aneoeat^e oKangea and TeraatOe politics at Calcutta. 
Xike all the reat of the great persoooge* whom we hare do* 
graded and brutalized ^ inault and oppresaioci, ho betook 
Hmmelf to the uaual dcitructlTe reaoureea of unprincipled 
mtaeiy — ■on* polity, opimn, and wine Hh gigantie frame 
of oonxtitutloD soon gare way under tho opprexrion of thia 
relld^ and be died, leanng children and CTand-chndran by 
WTTex and concubinea. Ou tbo old Nabob^ dmtb Mahomed 
Bexa Cawn was acknow lodged deputy nabob, the money paid, 
and thia roTolution eompIeuKL 

Here, my lords, opened a new eource of plunder, pecala* 
tkm, and ^"bery, which was not neglcctci ReTOUtioua 
were no looger necessary, succeaskm supplied their pkceai 
and well the object agreod with the policy Hoka of sue* 
efesaion could not be well ascertained to an office bke 
fK at of the Nabob, which waa bereditaTT onl^ by tho pppofet- 
moit of the MoguL Tba iaaoe by lawful with uouid natnr* 
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ally be preferred by those who meant the quiet of the country. 
But a more doubtful title was preferred, as better adapted to 
the purposes of extortion and peculation. This miserable 
succession was sold, and the eldest of the issue of Munny Be- 
gum, an harlot, brought in to pollute the haram of the seraglio, 
of whom you will hear much hereafter, was chosen. He 
soon succeeded to the grave. Another son of the same pro- 
stitute succeeded to the same unhappy throne, and followed 
to the same untimely grave. Every succession was sold ; and 
between venal successions and venal revolutions, in a very 
few years seven princes and six sales were seen successively 
in Bengal. The last was a minor, the issue of a legitimate 
wife, admitted to succeed because a minor, and because there 
was none illegitimate left. He was instantly stripped of the 
allowance of his progenitors, and reduced to a pension of 
160,000 a year. He stUl exists, and continued to the end of 
Mr. Hastings’s government to furnish constant sources of 
bribery and plunder to him and his creatures. 

The offspring of Munny Begum clinging, as his father did, 
to Nundcomar, they tore Nundcomar from his side, as they 
had done from the side of his father, and carried him down 
as a sort of prisoner to Calcutta; where, having had the 
weakness to become the first informer, he was made the first 
example. This person, pushed to the wall, and knowing 
that the man he had to deal with was desperate and cruel in 
his resentment, resolves on the first blow, and enters before 
the council a regular information in writing of bribery against; 
Mr. Hastings. In his preface to that charge he excuses him- 
self for what is considered to be aa act equally insane and 
wicked, and as the one inexpiable crime of an Indian — the 
discovery of the money he gives ; — ^tbat Mr. Hastings had de- 
claredly determined on his ruin, and to accomplish it had 
newly associated himself with one Mohun Persaud, a name 
I wish your lordships to remember, a bitter enemy of his, an 
infamous person, whom IMr. Hastings knew to be such, and 
as such had turned him out of his house ; that Mir. Hastings 
had lately recalled and held frequent communications with 
this Mohun Persaud, the subject of which he had no doubt 
was his ruin. In the year 1775 he was hanged by those in- 
corrupt English jiidges, who were sent to India by parliament 
to protect the natives from oppression. 
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Tmir .ordilupf will obierre th*t this new ale of tho office 
of tninM tftTB succeeded to the ale of that of oabobs. AH 
these Tsned sod suoceesiTe sales shook the country to peeet 
A* if tboee miftersble exhxaeted jnxmnccs were to be cored 
of mamtian W phlebotomy — while Cosann Ally was moking 
It flbore, tbe Company were drawing off atl its natnment be- 
low A dreadful, end extcnsiTev^d chargeable war fol- 
lowed. Half the noitbern force of India poured down Hko a 
torrent on Bengal, endangered onr exutrace, end dhamted 
all onr resourcea. The war was the frnit of Mr Hastings's 
cabala. Its termmaticKi, as nsoal, was the respU of the imH- 
taiy roent and the farttmo of tins nation. Oosann AHr, 
after banng been defeated by the nuhtary g enius and 
of Engisnd (for the Adamses, Mcmces, others of that 
period, I behere, showed as mooh skQI brarery as any of 
their predaeeason), In hw d^t swept away tbore three mil- 
iums in mooiey, jewels, or enecta, out of a connt^ which be 
had plntkderad and exhausted hj his nnbcardwn exactions. 
Howerer. he fought his war like a rehnog lion, tnnung Us 
face to hie pursuen. He still foo^ht along his frontier His 
ability and ha money drew to ha eaoao the Soobahdar of 
Ouda, the famous Bhiga ul Bowla. The Mogul estered Into 
these wars, and penetrated mto the lower pnmnees on one 
side, whilst Bulwant Bing, the Bajah of Benajca, entered them 
on another Afler rarums changes of party; and changes of 
fortune, the lost, whidi began m the Ircneoery of the erril 
semce, wasy as I hare before remarked, redeemed by militaxy 
ment Many examples of the same sort hare since been 
teen 

Whilst those things ware tiunaaeted in India, the court of 
directors in London, hearing of so many changes, hearing of 
such an incredible mass of perfidy and rcmalitj, knoinng 
that there was a general markot made of the country and oi 
the Company t Umt the flame of war spread from pronnee 
to nroTinoe , that in p f op or ti an as it nrrend, the Are dowed 
wjtn augmented flercfmeai f and that too rapacity which Ofi- 
ginally gare me to it was following it in all its progreu j the 
Company, my lords, alarmed not only for their acqnuiUont 
tmt (mreziftesKC, and jlw^se.Var fUfifSff krwcrjtsd 

lower by erery nctory they obtained, thoogbt it neeesfary at 
Irugth to come to tome systemvind some fcttli-mcnt. Afurf 
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composing their (lilTerenccs \vith Lord Clive, they sent him 
out to that country, about the year 17G5, in order, by his 
name, weight, authority, and vigour of mind, to give some sort 
of form and stability to government, and to rectify the innu- 
mer.able abuses which prevailed there ; ond particularly that 
great source of disorders, that fundamental abuse — presents : 
for the bribes, by which all these revolutions were bought, 
had not the name of conditions, stipulations, or rewards; they 
even had the free and gratuitous style of presents. The re- 
ceivers contended, that thej' were mere gratuities given for 
sen-ice done, or mere tokens of aflectiou and gratitude to tlie 
parties. They may give them what names they please, and 
your lordships will think of them what you please. Lut they 
were the donations of misery to power, the gifts of suflcrers 
-to the oppressors ; and consequently, whpre they prevailed, 
they left no certain property or fixed situation to any man in 
India, from the highest to the lowest. 

The court of directors sent out orders to enlarge the serv- 
ants’ covenants, a\-ith new and severe clauses, strongly pro- 
hibiting the practice of receiving presents. Lord Clive him- 
self had been a large receiver of tliem. Yet, ns it was in the 
moment of a revolution, which gave them all they possessed, 
the Company would hear no more of it. They sent him out 
to reform — whether they chose well or ill, does not signify. 
I think upon the whole they chose well ; because his name 
and authority could do much. Tliey sent him out to redress 
the grievances of that country, and it was necessary he shoidd 
be well armed for that service. Tliey sent him out -with such 
powers as no servant of the Company ever held before. I 
would not be understood here in my oivn character, much 
less in the delegated character in which I stand, to contend 
for any man in the totality of his conduct. Perhaps in some 
of liis measures he was mistaken, and in some of his acts re- 
prehensible: but justice obliges me to say, that the plan 
which he formed, and the course which he pursued, were in 
general great and well imagined ; that he laid great founda- 
tions, if they had been properly built upon. Por, in the first 
place, he composed all th’e neighbouring countries, tom to 
pieces by the wars of Cossim Ally, and quieted the apprehen- 
sions raised bv the opinion of the boundless ambition of Eng 
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land. He took ctrong meoaorce to put on end to a groet 
manr of tbe abosea th^ prenuled m the eountiy vah^oci to 
the Gompanj He then proceeded to the apper pronnceai 
and fonned a plan whiA, for a mflitniy boa ^reat anl 
and polrbail ment. He pot a bound to tbe aipinng spirit 
of the Companj^a serranta , be limited its oonqoeeta , he pr^ 
Kcnbed bounde to its ombthau. First (aajt he) qmet the 
nundi of tbe country , uhst you harB obtained, regulate ; 
make it known to Jndta, that you reaolre to acquire no more. 
On this Bohd plan be died ereiy pnnco, that was concerned 
In the preceding wars, on tbe one nde and on the other, in a 
happy and easy settlement. He reatcrred Shi^a ul X>owla, 
who hod been driTen firom hia dominions by the mihtsTy 
arm of Groat Britain, to tbe rank of ricer, and^ to tbe domm* 
ion of the temtoncs of Oude. "With a generosity that 
astonished all Asia, he remstatod this eipeUM tmemy of his 
nation peaceably upon his throne. Ana this act oi politio 
generosity did more towards quieting tho minds of the people 
of than all the terror, grcnt os it was, of tho Irngiub 
anna. At tbe aame time Ziord Chre, generous to all, took 
pecchar care of our fnesds and allie*. He took earo of Bul> 
want Smg, the great Ba^ of Benarca, who had taken our 
part m tlm war He secured hun from tho rorenge of Shuja 
ul Dowli Iho Mogul had granted os the suponority orer 
Eulwant Sing Lora Olrre reotahhsbed him in a secure, 
easy independency He coaflnnod him, under the British 
guarantee, ta the nci prinanahty wbwb he held. 

Tbe Mogul, the head of teo Muanilnum religion in India, 
and of the T^dinn empire, a bead bcmoiircd and esteemed 
oren in its rums, ho procured to be recognised ^ all the 
persona t^t were connected with bts empire; Im rents, 
that ought to ho paid to tbe Tiner of tbe empire, be gore to 
*he Tiierat Thus our alliancoawero cemented \ our enemies 
were reconciled ; all Ana was eonnliated by our settlement 
with the king 

To that unhappy fugitiro king, driTOn from plaeo to place, 
the sport of fortune, now an esoperor, and now a prisoner, 
prayed for in ercty moaquo, m which hla authority was ecu* 
sjNW dsy £>fpo0€!d ^ tho coin itrusi in his 

iiane, aim the other day sold for it,— to this descendant of 
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Tamerlane lie allotted, with a decent sliarc of royal dignity, 
an honourable faxed rcsidoiicc, where he might be useful, and 
conld not he dangerous. 

As to the Bengal pronnees, he did not take for the Com- 
pany the vice-royalty, as Mr. Holwcll would liave persuaded, 
almost forced, the Company to do ; hut, to satisfy the preju- 
dices of the IMahomedaus, the countr}' was loft in the hands 
nominally of the souhah or viceroy, who was to administer 
the criminal justice and the exterior forms of royalty. He 
obtained from the sovereign thedewannee. This is the great 
act of the constitutional entrance of the Company into the 
body politic of India. It gave to the settlement of Bengal 
a fixed constitutional form, with n legal title acknowledged 
and recognised now for the first time by all the natural 
powers of the country, because it arose from the charter of 
the imdoubted sovereign. The dewannee, or high-steward- 
ship, gave to the Coinpau}' the collection and mnnagenient 
of the revenue ; aud iu this modest and civil character they 
Mpeared not the oppressors but the protectors of the jieoplc. 
This scheme had all the real power, without any iundious 
appearance of it; it gave them the revenue, without the 
parade of sovereignty. On this double foundation the go- 
vernment was happily settled. The minds of the natives 
were quieted. The Company’s territories and views were 
circumscribed. The arm of force was put out of sight. The 
imperial name covered ever}"thing. The power of the purse 
was in the hand' of the Company. The power of the sword 
was in effect so, as they contracted for the maintenance of 
• the army. The Company had a revenue of a million and a 
half. Tile Nabob had indeed fallen from any real and ef- 
fective power, yet the dignity of the court was maintained ; 
the prejudices and interests of the Mahomedans, and parti- 
cularly of their nobility, who had suffered more by this great 
revolution even than the old inhabitants of the country, 
were consulted : for by this plan a revenue of £500,000 was 
settled on the idce-royalty, which was thus enabled to pro- 
vdde in some measure for those great families. The Company 
likewise, by this plan, in order to enjoy their revenues se- 
curely, and to avoid envy and murmur, put them into the 
hands '^f Mahomed Beza Cawn, whom Lord Clive found io 
tne management of affairs, and did not displace ; and be wac 
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ucm inide depotf tteward to tbe Compjciv, at ho had bcfc 
before lieutenant-Ticen^ to the Nabob A Britiah resident 
at Moortbedabad wu ertnbUahed &a a eontroL Tbe Cornpenj 
exeroaod their po^^ orer the rerenue ia the first tnftaDce 
throagh tbe naaree, but the Bntuh resident inj m reahtj 
tbe ercti morer 

If erer tlui nation atood m a aitnntion of gloij thronghout 
Aam. it irti m that Tnomeok Bat, aa X hare amd, some ma- 
terkl e ii o i a and miatakea wore committed. After tbe fonno' 


tion of thi# plan. Lord OUra mifortiiaatel^ did not rtnf long 
enough m the connti^ to giro eoncsteiiCT to tbe me miu ea of 
reformation be had undertaken, bat rapldljr retnmed to ling- 
land { and after hii departore tM gOTemment that continaod 
had not ngonr or antnontr to support the aettleniOTt tba 
made I and considenblo aSnsee began to pr gT a fl m er e r j ' 
quarter Another csprtol penod m onr hutoiy hero com- 
mencea. Ihoeo who succeeded (though I bellere one of tham 
WSJ one of the bonestest men that erer smed the Oompanj, 
I mean Goremor Vemlit) bad not imght enough to poise 
tbe sTVtem of tbe aerriee, end ecmsequentl^ manj abases 
and g^eranoes again prerailed. — Sopemsors were appoint^ 
to ererj district, as a check on the natire eoUecton, and to 
report erery aboao as it sfaoaid anse But they, who were 
appointed to redress gnerances, wore tbeniaelvcs scctiacd of 
bwng gufl^ of them. Ho w er e r, tbe diaordor* wore not of 
that nolant Jdnd which preceded Hr Hastings’s departoro, 
nor aueh as followed bis return— no mercetiary wars, no mer- 
cenary reredotiona, no extir pation of nalrona, no riolent cod- 
mlnons m the r er en oa, no sobrersion of tmeumt houses, no 
general sales of anj desariptiona of men — none of these, but 
certainly such gnerancee aa made It necetww for tbe Com- 
pany to send out another eommUsi/m m 1700, mth instnie- 
tions pointing out the chief abuaea. It was corapoe^ of Mr 
Vannttart,Mr Ford, and Mr Bcraflon- Ihe imlortunate end 
of that eommujion ia known to all tbe world but I mention it 


in order to state, that tho receipt of presents was considered 
as one of the gnorancea wbkb then prorailcil in India ^ and 
that the auperrison tinder thA commUston wero or d ered 
npon DO account whaterer to tako presents. Upon tbe nn- 
foftuaate catastrophe which b^pwiod, the Comp^^r w*» 
preparing to send out anotbep tho rectificatiun or these 
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grievances, wlien parliament tliouglit it necessary to supersede 
ttiat commission — to take the matter into their own hands, 
and to. appoint another commission in a parliamentary way 
(of which !Mr. Hastings was one) for the better government 
of that country. Mr. Hastings, ns I must mention to your 
lordships, soon after the deposition and restoration of Jaffier 
Ally Cawu, and before Lord Clive arrived, quitted for a while 
the scene in which he had heen so mischievously employed, 
and retui’iied to England to strengthen himself % those ca- 
bals which again sent him out with new authority to pursue 
the courses which were tlie natural sequel to his former pro- 
ceedings. He returned to India with great power indeed ; 
first to a seat in council at Eort St. George, and from thence 
to succeed to the presidency of Eort 'William. On him the 
Company placed their chief reliance. Happy had it heen for 
them, happy for India, and for England, it his conduct had 
heen such as to spare your lordships and the Commons the 
exhibition of this day. 

When this government, with Mr. Hastings at the head of 
it, was settled, Moorshedahad did still continue the seat of 
the native government, and of aU the collections. Here the 
Company was not satisfied with placing a resident* at the 
Durbar, which was the first step to our assuming the govern- 
ment in that country. These steps must he traced by your 
lordships, for I shoidd never have given you this trouble, if 
it was not necessary to possess you clearly of the several pro- 
gressive steps by which the Company’s government came to 
he established, and to supersede the native. The next step 
was the appointment of supervisors in every province, to over- 
see the native collector. The third was to establish a general 
council of revenue at Moorshedahad, to superintend the great 
steward, Mahomed Heza Cawn. In 1772, that council by 
hlr. Hastings was overturned, and the whole management of ' 
the revenue brought to Calcutta. Mahomed Eeza Cawn, by 
orders of the Company, was turned out of all his offices, and 
turned out for reasons and principles which your lordships 
will hereafter see; and at last the dewannee was entirely 
taken out of the native hands, and settled in the supreme 
council and presidency itself in Calcutta ; and so it remained 
until t^e year 1781, when Mr. Hastings made another revo- 
lution, took it out of the hapds of the supreme council, in 
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whioli the order* of tbe Componr, en act of parliament, ond 
their own act had rested it, and put it into a subordinate 
council — that i*, rt waa entirely Tested in hunflelf 

Kow yooT lordshM aee the whole of the lerolutlona. I 
hare itated them, I trust, with perapicinty — ata^ the 
grounds and pnnaple* upon which they were made — stated 
the abuaea that grew upon them — and that er er y rerolutKin 
produced ita abuse. You saw the native ^oreniment ranish 
Dy degrees, until it was redaced to a situation fit for nothing 
but to become a pniTito perquisite, as it has been to Ur 
Haatiogi, and to m gninled to whom he pleojod. The 
Eogliah goremment succeeded, at the head of which 3Ir 
Hartmga was placed by an act of parliament, banng before 
held the office of prctKhmt of the oooncil— the express object 
of both these appomtmenta being to redress grimaces ) and 
within these two penods of hit power, as president and 
goremof*ffenaml, were those emnes committed of which be 
now stan.fls aecosed. All thia buto^ u merely by way ol 
Qlaitratioa— hia cnramation b^ns Imid bis nomination to 
the president , and we are to conndor bow he comported 
hinumf in that rtatum, and m hu office orgoTenior>gencnL 
The first thing m coufidenng the merits or dnr^tt oi 
any goremor, is to hare some t«t by which they are to be 
trwd. And hero, my lords, we concoire, that when a British 
goTcmor la scut abroad, be la sent to pursne tho good of the 
people aa much aa poe^le in the spirit of the laws of this 
country, which in all respects intend tbmr conserration, their 
happmesa, and their protpen^ This is the pnnaple upon 
which Ur Hastinga was bound to govem, and upon which 
he is to aceount fur bis eonduct here. 

TTIa rule was, what a Bntisb goromor, intmited with tho 
power of this country, was boona to do, or to forbear If ho 
has perfarmed, and if he baa ahstainod, aa ho ought, dumb* 
him honourably acquitted from your bar , otherwiso eon* 
demn him Ho may resort to other principle* and to other 
roaiiniSj^but tbu oountiy wQl force him to be tried by Ita 
law*. The law of this coimt^ recognues that well known 
crime, called mlseooduct in office j it is a head of the law ot 
Eagiand, on^ so fara* fofenor eoart# arc competent to try /t, 
may bo tried m tbem. Ilero your lordihins* compctfoce U 
plenary 1 you arc full? conpeUnt both to Inquire into mod 
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to p inisli the offence. And, first, I am to state to your lord- 
ships, by the direction of those ivhom I am bound to obey, 
the principles on which Mr. Hastings declares he has con- 
ducted his government ; principles, ^Yhich he has avowed — 
first, in several letters •written to the East-India Company — 
next, in a paper of defence delivered to the House of Com- 
mons, explicitly j and more explicitly in his defence before 
your lordships. Nothing in Mr. Hastings’s proceedings is 
so curious as his several defences ; and nothing in the de- 
fences is so singular as the principles upon •which he pro- 
ceeds. Tour lordships •will have to decide not only upon a 
large, connected, systematic train of misdemeanours, but an 
equally conneoted system of principles and maxims of gov- 
ernment invented to justify those misdemeanours. He has 
brought them forwarA and avowed them in the face of day. 
He has boldly and insultingly thrown them in the face of 
the representatives of a free people, and we cannot pass them 
by •without adopting them. 

I am directed to protest against those grounds and princi- 
ples upon which he frames his defence ; for, if those grounds 
are good and valid, they carry off a great deal at least, if not 
entirely the foundation, of our charge. My lords, we con- 
tend that Mr. Hastings, as a British governor, ought to 
govern on British principles : not by British forms — God for- 
bid ; for, if ever there was a case in which the letter Mils 
and the spirit gives life, it would be an attempt ■to introduce 
British forms and the substance of despotic principles together 
into any coun^fcry. No. We call for that spirit of equity, 
that spirit of justice, that spirit of protection, that spirit of 
lenity, which ought to characterize every British subject in 
power ; and on these, and these principles only, he •vml be 
tried. 

But he has told your lordships, in his defence, that actions 
in Asia do not bear the same moral qualities which the same 
actions would bear in Europe. 

My lords, we positively deny that principle. I am au- 
thorized and called upon to deny it. And having stated at 
large what he means by saying that the same actions have not 
the same quahties in Asia and in Europe, we are to let your 
lordqjiips know, that these gentlemen have formed a phin of 
geographical moralitg^ by wjiich the duties of men, in public 
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end in pnrat© srtuation*, are not to be governed bj tbejr 
Ubon to the great Governor of the mureree, or by their rel». 
tion to mmiEnd, bat by clmiatefc degree* of longitude, ps> 
mDeU not of life bnt of latitudes] u ^vben jon nare 
croued tlie eqainoctad, «n the rirtnes die, u they uy tome 
inaectf die when they cro« the Ime , « if there were a kmd 
of baptum, Kke that practised by Beamen, by •ffinch they 
baptixe tbemselTea of all that they learned in Enrope, and 
after which a new order and ayrtcm of thing* coronieiM^ 
'Hua geographical morali^ we do prot«t againit Mr 
Hastmgs al^ not aoreen htmaelf under it , andonthiipomt 
I hope and troat many words will not benecesacuj to tatsfy 
your lordthipt. Bnt we thmk it neeoaary, m jwtiflcatKin of 
oorselrea, to declare, that the laws of z&onhty are the uoto 
everywhere , and that there u no action, which would pats 
for an act of extortion, of pecnlatHin, of bribery, and of o ppTO * 
eon m England, that u not an act of extortKan of pocukrioii, 
of hnbew, and oppreiaeon in Europe, Asia, Airica, and all 
the world orer T^Ioantozid for,oot m thetednucal/orins 
of it, bat I eontond for it m the aohstanee;. 

hir Hastings eomos before tout lordabipa not as a British 
gOTornor answenng ro a Bntuui tribunal, rat asasonl^bdar, 
as a bashaw of threo tadi. He aays, “ 1 had an arbitrary 
power to eaeraset I exercised ft. SUret I foondlho people) 
■kves they are, they are so tbofr eonstitntkm j and if th^ 
are, 1 did not make it for them. I was unToTtinutely bound 
to eierdse this arbitrary power, and accordingly I did eier> 
eise it. It was disagreeable to me^ bat 1 did esercuieit, and 
no other power can bo exercised in tbit country ” Tbit, if 
it be tree, is a jdea m bar But I trust and hope your lord* 
•hips will not judge by laws and institutions which you do 
not know, against those laws and institutions which you do 
know, and under whoee power and autbority Jtr Ilutings 
went out to India. Can your lordships patirotlv hear what 
tee ^To heard with indignstkm cnoughj and wkat. If there 
were nothmg else, would call these prinaples, as well as 
•etjoos whi« are justified oa auch nnnopJo#, to your Jord- 
ships’ bar) that rt may be known whetber the Peers ofhng* 
land do not armpethixe with tbs Commons in their delerta* 
bon of tu^ doctnno? Ibink of an English corenwr^trlctl 
before yon as a Bntlsh lub^ee^ and y^ dealing that be 
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governed on the principles of arbitrary power. His plea is, 
that he did govern there on arbitrary and despotic and, as lie 
supposes, oriental principles. And as this plea -is boldly 
avowed and maintained, and as, no doubt, all his conduct 
was perfectly correspondent to these principles, the principles 
aud the conduct must be tried together. 

If your lordships will now permit me, I \\t 11 state one of 
the many places in which he has avowed these principles as 
the basis and foundation of all his conduct. “The sove- 
reignty which they assumed it fell to my lot, very unexpect- 
edly, to exert ; and whether or not such power, or powers of 
that nature, Avere delegated to me by any provisions of any 
act of parliament, I confess myself too little of a lawyer to 
pronoimce. I only know that the acceptance of tlie sove- 
reignty of Benares, &c., is not acknowledged or admitted by 
any act of parliament ; and yet, by the particular inter- 
ference of the majority of the council, the Company is clearly 
and indisputably seised of that sovereignty.” So that this 
gentleman, because he is not a lawyer, nor clothed with those 
robes which distinguish and well distinguish the learning of 
this' country, is not to know an 3 i;hing of his duty ; and 
whether he was bound by any or what act of parliament, is 
a thing he is not lawyer enough to know. Now, if your 
lordships will suffer the laws to be broken by those who are 
not of the long robe, I am afraid those of the long robe will 
have none to punish but those of their own profession. He 
therefore goes to a law he is better acquainted with ; that is, 
the law of arbitrary power and force, if it deserves to be 
called by the name of law. “If, therefore,” says he, “the 
sovereignty of Benares, ns ceded to us by the vizier, have any 
rights whatever annexed to it (and be not a mere empty 
word-without meaning), those rights must be such as are 
held, countenanced, and established by the law, custom, and 
usage of the Mogul empire, and not by the provisions of any 
British act of parliament hitherto enacted. Those rights, 
and none other, I have been the involuntary instrument of 
enforcing. And if any future act of parliament shall posi- 
tively, or by implication, tend to annihilate those very rights, 
or their exertion, as I have exerted them, I much fear that 
the boosted sovereignty of Benares, which was held up as an 
Bcquisition almost obtruded gn the Company against my con* 
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tent »nd opiniaci (for 1 acknowledge that eren then I fore* 
uw many diCElcaltic* and moonrenWcea in rti future eier* 
aae) j I fear, I tay, that thia ■cnrcreignty will bo found a 
burden hiftead of a beneBt, a heoTy clog rather than a pre* 
aoos gem to tU preaent po MOti ora ; I memi, nnlen the whole 
of our temtor/ in that quarter ahall bo ronndod and made 
on nnifonn compact body one grand and ayatematio ar* 
rangement i auch an arrangement aa ahall do away aH the 
muidnefa, doubta, and inconmnlencee Qxithto the goremort 
and the goremed) arwing 6rom the rmnety of tennr^ rigbta, 
■nd daimi in all caaea of landed proper^ and feudal jumdiO' 
tion m India, from the mfonnality, mrnllm^, and inatahibfy of 
all engagementa in oo dmded and onaettled a atate of aociefy, 
and from the noartidable anarchy and confimon of diderent 
lawi, rebgiona, and prqodlcoa, mcnh aril, and poliHeal, bQ 
jumbled togetherln one uimatumlanddiaccPTdantmaaa. ETCiy 
port of Btindoatan baa been conatantlr eipowd to theae and 
•unilar dstadrantogea erer aince the Mabomcdan eongueita.** 
“The Hindooa, who new incorpowted with their con- 
QUCTon, were kept in orderonlyly tMatrong hand of power 
Ihe couttant nceetaity of aimiltr cxerbona would inetcaae at 
once their energy and extent, «o that robethon haelf ia the 
parent and promoter of desp<rtum. Sorcreignty in India uq- 
pbea nothing d*e For I know not bow we can form an catl- 
mato of Ita poweri but from iU riaible rlTccta, and tboae are 
everywhere the aame from Cabotd to Awinu Tbo whole 
bUtory of Aam » nothing more than precedent! to pro v e the 
inranable ejcroae of arbitreiy power To all this 1 •trongly 
Blinded in the minutct 1 dehrered Id council, when the treaty 
with the new nxwr aaa oo foot m 1770 1 imd I wnhctl to 
make Cbmt Sing Lndepentlent, becauao m India dependence 
included a thouMnd erllf, manT of which I emunerated at 
that time, and tliey aro entered m tbo ninth clauwj of the 
firat aeetion of thia ehirgo. I knew the pow na with which 
an Indian aovemgnty ia armed, and tbo dangen to which 
tributarica aro cipo«^ I knew that, from tM history of 
Asia and from the rery naturo of manl^d, the lubjecta of a 
deapotic emptro aro alwayi ngitant for tbo moment to rebel, 
and the WTcr elg o ia orer jcoloua of rehelltoua inleotKina A 
temindar ia an Indian lufiject, and, aa auch, expoeed,to tt>e 
cuemnoa lot of lua frUowt. Tif mfon ojuf Jepro^ gt^ qfg, 
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;:i'nin(Iar is tlu’roforo tliis vorv dependence nbovc-nieu- 
(iened on a despotic covennnent, tfji's very proncncj^s to plinko 
ofThis nllegianco, nun tin's very exposjiro locontiinial danger 
from his sovereign’s ionlousy, winch are consequent on the 
political state of llindostanic governments. Bnlwant Sing, 
if he had boon, and Choit Sing, ns long ns ho w.as, a zemindar, 
stood exactly in Ihi.s menu atuJ drpmvni ffafr by the consti- 
tution of his count c}*. 1 did not in.ake it for him, but would 

have secured him from it. Those wlio made him a zemindar 
entailed upon him the consequences of so mean and depraved 
n tenure. Ally Verdy Cawn and Cossim Ally fined all their 
zemindars on the ncc<'s‘:itie.s of war, and on every pretence 
either of court necessity or court oxtmv.agancc.” 

My lords, you have now heard the principles on which Mr. 
Hastings governs the part of Asia subjected to the British 
empire. You have heard his opinion of the mean and dc- 

f iraved state of those who are subject to it. You have heard 
ns lecture upon arbitrary power, which he states to be the 
constitution of Asia. You hear the application ho makes of 
it ; atid you hear the practices which he emjiloys to justify it, 
and who the persons wero on whose authority ho relics, and 
whose example he professes to follow. In the first place, your 
lordships will bo astonished at the audacit}' ivith whicb ho 
ppo.aks of his ovsti administration, ns if he was reading a spe- 
culative lecture on the cm'Is attcnd.ant upon some vicious 
system of foreign government, in which he had no .sort of con- 
cern whatsoever. And then, when in this speculative way ho 
has established, or thinks ho has, the vices of the government, 
he conceives he has found a sufficient apolog)' for his own 
crimes. And if he violates the most solemn engagements, 
if he oppresses, extorts, and robs, if he imprisons, confiscates, 
banishes at his sole will and pleasure, when we accuse him 
for his ill treatment of the people committed to him as a sacred 
trust, his defence is, — to be robbed, violated, oppressed is thoir 
privilege; let the constitution of their country answer for it. 
— I did not make it for them. Slaves I found them, -and as 
slaves I have treated them. I was a despotic prince ; despotic 
governments are jealous, and the subjects prone to rebellion. 
This very proneness of the subject to shalie off his allegiance 
exposes him to continual danger from his sovereign’s jealousy ; 
and this is conseouent on the political state of Hiudostanic gov* 
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enimtfiit*. He lajB it down u a rule^ that deepotum b tb* 
genome oonsbtotiOD of India } tiiat a dispoctlan to relM^loa 
m the tuhjeetf or dependent pitnce, u tbe betxtsarj effect of 
thij deepotum ; and that jealoosj and iti oonaeqoeaaceenattiT- 
all 5 ame on the part of the aoretwm j — that the gOTermpent 
10 ereiTthing, and the aubtect nothiDg { thai the greet Und'> 
ed man are m a mean and depniTed atate, and anbjeot to many 
erda. 

Sneh a atate of thmga, if tme, would warrant eonclosioni 
^directlr oppemta to thoaa which Hr Hotting maana to draw 
from them, both argumentatardy and praetwally, fint to in- 
dnance hu conduct, and then to bottom his defence of it 

PertapB you will nuagme, that the man iriiQ arowa tbc*o 
prindplea of arbitrary garemment, and pJeadi them as the 
juthfication of acta which nothing eUa can joitiiy. u of 
opinion that they are, on tha whole, good for tbepeople orer 
whom they are eicrciaad. The rery rerene. lie mention* 
them aa harribla thioA tendjng to ludrat on the people a 
tbouMnd eriU, and to Ving on »a ruler a ooottimaj tram of 
dasgan. Tet ha atatea, Omt your aequttiUon* m India wi}) 
be a detriment imrtead of an advasu^ if you destroy arbt* 
trajy power, unleu you can reduce all the rebgunis eatabbah. 
manta, all crril Inatitutiona, and tenure* of land, into one 
noifoTm maea , that ta, nnlaa* by acta of arbitrary power you 
extduguUh all the lawa, nghts, and roliruma principles of the 
people, and force them to an amforraity , and on that uni* 
fcinmty build a ayitein of arbitrary power 

But nothing u more (al*e than that doapotum ia the con- 
rtitution of any country in Ana that we aro acquainted with 
It i» certainlT not true of any ilahomcdan conrtitntim. But 
If it wCTt^ do your lordships lesUy think that the nation 
would bear, that a^ human creature wouH bemy to bear an 
Eogb*b rtneroor defend himaclf on »uch principles P or, if 
he can oefeud himself on such pnnaples, n it pouible to 
deny the condemoa, that no man in India ha* a secunty for 
anything, but by being totally independent of the British 
goremment t llere he ha* declaren bis opinion, that he i« 
a dffpotie pnneo, that be is to use arbitrary power and of 
course all bis acta are eorrerd with that shieti " J tner," 
ssTs be, "tie eoju/i/u^icii ^ Ano esfeynm tU 
^Vlll yoor lordship* submit to bear tic cnrruDt pM-tiecs of 
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tnantnnd made tlie principles of government? — No;. it vrill 
be your pride and glory.to teach men intrusted wth power, 
that, in their use of it, they are to conform to principles, and 
not to draw their principles from the corrupt practice of any 
man whatever. Was there ever heard, or could it be con- 
ceived, that a governor would dare to heap up all the enl 
practices, aUthe cruelties, oppressions, extortions, corruptions, 
briberies, of all the ferocious usurpers, desperate robbers, 
thieves, cheats, and jugglers, that ever had office fr:om one 
end of Asia to another, and consolidating all this mass of the 
crimes and absurdities of barbarous domination into one code, 
establish it as the whole duty of an English governor ? I 
believe, that tiU this time so audacious a thing was never 
attempted by man. — 

-He have arbitrary power 1 My lords, the East-India 
Company have not arbitrary power to give him ; the king 
has no arbitrary power to give him ; your lordships have 
not ; nor the Commons ; nor the whole legislature. We 
have no arbitrary power to give, because arbitrary power 
is a thing which neither any man can hold nor any man can 
give. No man can la^vfuIly govern himself accortog to his 
own will, much less can one person be governed by the will 
of another. We are aU bom in subjection, aU bom equally, 
high and low, governors and governed, in subjection to one 
great, immutable, preexistent law, prior to all our devices, 
and prior to all our contrivances, paramount to all our ideas 
and all our sensations, antecedent to our very existence, by 
which we are knit and connected in the eternal firame of the 
universe, out of which we cannot stir. 

'This great law does not arise from our conventions or 
compacts ; on the contrary, it gives to our conventions and 
compacts all the force and sanction they can have ; — it does 
not arise from our vain institutions. Every good gift is of 
Gk)d ; aU power is of God ; — and He, who has given the 
power, and from whom alone it originates, will never suffer 
the exercise of it to be practised upon any less solid founda- 
tion than the power itself. If then all dominion of man over 
man is the effect of the Divine disposition, it is bound by the 
eternal laws of Him that gave it, with which no human 
puthonty can dispense neither he, that exercises it, noi 
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cren tbow who tro vabjoct io Ut and, if ther were t"* 4 
enoogb to make tn apron compftot, that iWold releaae tbnr 
magurtrate firom hn dotj^azMl ahcmld declare their brea^Hber- 
tiea, and yropntm dependent upon, not min and lean, but 
htf mere ca^aooi arilX that eoaenairt would be roid. IV 
accepter of it baa not hii aotbon^ inoTaaed, but he baa bb 
cnmo doubled. Therefore can it bo imafuied. if tbfa be 


true, that He ariH loffer tina groat gift of gormnment, the 
greatoat, the beat, that wna orer gircn hr God to mankind, 
u be the pla^hnig and the aport of the Ueble will of a man 
who. bj a biaapbemoua, abaiml, and petulant ntnrpation, 
wnnid plane hia own feeble, contemptible, ridwnloua will in 
th^lace of the Ihrme wtadom and juatiw f 

Tne title of oonqneat makea no (hnerence at alL No eon> 


quect can giro anch a right ; for conqoeat, that is force, can* 
not cQ i iTpfe ita own ii^oatioe into a juat title, bjr which ft 
Toaj rule otben at its pleaacre. Br conquest which fa a 
more Immediate deaignation of ibe nand of God, the con- 
queror anoceeda to all the pamful datfn Ktid nhordmaticm 
to the power of God, whiefa belonged to the KrTereisn 
whom he haa dniplaeod, jnai aa if be had come m br tV 
poaitiTe law of aome deecent or acane eleoticm. To t^ at 
femat he n atnclljr bound— he ought to got er n them aa be 
gorema hw own aubjecta. But eierr wipe conqueror haa 

f ine TDueb further than be waa bound to go. It has been 
f* ambition and bla PoIk^ toreoonciletberanqnnbed to hit 
fortune, to abow that tb^ bad gained bj the change, to 
eourert tben* momeatai^ tiering into a long benefit, and to 
draw from the htuniliaUoa of ha enemies an aocemon to bis 
own glorj This has been »o conatant a practfee, that it is 
to repeat the hifti»tes of all politio eonoueron in all nations 
and m all tunes { and 1 will not so mneo distruit joor lord* 
ships' enlightened and dtscnraiDating studies and c or reet 
memonea, aa to allude to one of them. I will onij abow 
jou, that the court of directors, under whom he smed, has 
adopted that Idea, that thej constanllj incukated ft to him 
and to all the serranta, tmU they mn a parallel between 
their own and the satire goremment, and supposing it to be 
rery eril, ^ not bold it up aa an example to be followed, 
but as an abuse to be Dcne^ed } that they nerer ipads it a 
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(jiicstioii, wlic-tlicr India is lo be iin])rovt'il by lingllsii )a\v 
and liberty, or 1‘aiglisli law* And liberty vitiated by liuliim 
comiption. 

]S'o, niv lords, Ibis arbitrary power is not to be bad by con 
quest, i^or can any Povoreign Imve it bv succession, ibr no 
man can succeed to fraud, rapine, and \aolcnce ; ncitlicr by 
compact, covenant, or subnussion, — for men cannot covenant 
ibcmsclvcs out of tbeir rights and tlieir duties; nor by any 
other nmans can arbitrary power be conveyed to any man. 
Those who give to others such rights, perform acta that nro 
void as they arc given, good indeed and valid only ns tending 
to subject tbcmselvos and those who net with ibem to tbo 
Bi\*ine displeasure ; because morally liicro can be no such 
power. Those wlio give and (lioso wlio receive arbitrary 
power are alike criminal ; and there is no man but is bound 
to resist it to tbo best of bia power, wherever it shall show 
its face to the world. It is n crime to bear it, wlicn it can 
be rationally shaken off. Nothing Imt absolute impotence can 
justify men in not re.sisting it to the utmost of tbeir ability. 

Law and arbitrary power are in eternal enmity. Name 
me a magistrate, and 1 will name property ; name me power, 
and I will name protection. It is a contradiction in terms, 
it is blasphemy m religion, it is wickedness in politics, to 
say that anv man can have nrbitr.iry pow’cr. In every 
patent of oflice the duty is included. For what else does n 
magistrate exist ? To suppose for power is an absurdity in 
idea. Judges are guided and governed by the eternal laws 
of justice, to which we are all subject. We may bite our 
chains if we will, but wo shall bo made to know ourselves, 
and be taught that man is born to be governed by law ; and 
be that vvill substitute xcill in the place of it is an enemy 
to God. 

Despotism does not in the smallest degree abrogate, alter, 
or lessen any one duty of any one relation of life, or w*eakea 
the force or obligation of any one engagement or contract 
whatsoever. Despotism, if it means anything that is at all 
defensible, means a mode of government bound by no writ- 
ten rules, and coerced by no controlling magistracies or well- 
settled orders in the state. But if it has ao written law, 
it neidier does nor can cancel the primeval, indefeasible, 
unalterable law of nature and of nations ; and if no magia* 
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traaei control it» eiertionB.tlioee eiertioiumuitderhotlKir 
limitation and direotian ertW from the eqmtr and 
bon of the nder, or from dconinAt reroltoc tbe^oftie 
riHoct bj rebethon, dirertrf of sll it» ctih^ 

The momont s lOTereign remort* tbo idm of 
proteetioii from hn lobjeoti, ond declare* tbit be li ’my 
thmg, tnd tier nolhiog, when he doclaie* thri no 
hTiSikM with them can or onght to bmd him, he ^ ^ 

dare* war upon them* He la no longer aoTorcign , boy 

no longer auDjeota, , , -n-* 

No mm, therefore, haa a right to arWrary pow« 
the thonght, which ii enggort^ hj the w 

bnngi ibforward, i. aupported hr a gro- “S! 

■ni^ pnnaplea, which jour Iordan^ wtD 

cem and aeparato. It la manifeat, that in the 
manta, and the western, end in all F’Tommenta, 
power m the state cannot, whOrt that 
de^ cnminaUT reaponaiblfi for ito acbow ; but 

would not be the anpreme power It « ... i rif i D 

the acttoni do not change tb^ nature hj loaing th« r«po 
aibflitT He arbitrsrr acia which are unpum^ ^ 
the Icaa riaoua, thooM none hot God, the cwadcnee* 
the opmkmi of mankSid take cogniznnce of them- 
It 11 not merelr to In this or that b|” 

countnea. The tmg In this country la ij 

countahle for hia aehori*. The Hooa© of I^ffda, ii j ^ 
erer eierdto (God fothld I abould autpoct it woula 
what it haa nerer done), bat if it ahould erer ahuM «• J 
oal power, and riro aa^ a jadgment aa it ought P ’ 

whether from ftar of po^ar clarocmr on the one 

predDecbon to the pmoner on the other,— if they abo*® , 

jadgmenti there la no calling tht»m to an account for it- 
to u the Oommona thould abuse their power,— nay» “ *“2 
ahould bare been to greatly deUnqaent at not to 
cuted thn offender, they could not bo accountable for * » 
there it no punbhing them for thoir acta, becaote we ei 
dee a part of the aupremo power But are they 
leas rebelllffut against the Dirme Majesty f *ro ti®y 
l^efal te man, wboae opinions they ought to * 

at they are just f No. TDl society Into a ttate w mj- 
toIaiiDn th^ cannot be aecountabie for their acta. Jw* 
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is from confounding (he nnnccouritnhlc chnrnctor inherent 
in (ho supremo power with arbitrary power that nil this 
confusion of ideas has arisen. 

Kven upon a supjKtsiiion that nrbitrarv power can exist 
anywhere, which we deny totally, and which your lordships 
will be the first and proudest to denv, still absolute, supremo 
dominion was never conferred or tfelegaled by you ; nnicb 
loss arbitrary power, which never did in any case, nor cA'cr 
will in any ease, time, or country, produce any' one of the 
ends of just government. 

It is true (hat the supreme power in every constitution of 
povernment must be absolute; and this may bo corrujited 
into the arbitrary, lint all good constitutions have established 
ctrlain fixed rules for the exercise of their functions, which 
they rarely or ever depart from, and which rules form the 
sccunly against (hat worst of evils, the government of will 
aud force instead of wisdom and justice. 

But though the supreme power is in a. situation rcscinhling 
arhitran', yet never was there heard of in the history of the 
world, (hat is, in that mixed clinos of human wisdom and 
folly, such a thing ns an micrmrdiatc arbitrary jiower, — that 
is, of an ofTiccr of government, who is to exert authority over 
the people without any law at all, and who is to have the 
benefit of all laws, and all forms of law, when he is called to 
an account. For that is to let a wild beast (for such is a 
man without law) loose upon the people to prey on them at 
his pleasure; whilst all the laws, which ouglit to secure the 
people against the abuse of power, are employed to screen 
that abuse against the cries of the pcojde. 

This is dc facto the state of our Indian government. liut 
to establish it so in right ns well ns in fact, is a thing left for 
us to begin with, — the first of mankind. 

For a subordinate arbitrary or even despotic power never 
was beard of in right, claim, or autborized practice. Least 
of all has it been beard of in the eastern governments, - 
where all the instances of severity and cruelty fall vipon 
governors and persons intrusted witli power. This would be 
a gross contradiction. Before Mr. Hastings none ever canio 
before bis superiors to claim it ; because, if any such thing 
could^exist, he claims the very power cf that sovereign who 
callfl him to account. 

j 
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But gappow a maa to oome b«for« ut, danjing tQ tbs 
neOta of uw to the people under hirp, — and jet, vhen Eie ta 
called to aocoont, to claim all the benefits of that law, whtcfa 
was made to screen mankind ih»n the exoeeeee of porrer 
■nch a daim, I will Tentnre to aaj, u a monster, nerer 
existed exoe^ in the wild imagination of some theor^ It 
cannot be admitted, because it is a p cr TWi on of the fimdv 
mental pniKaple, that ercrT power, giren for the protection 
of the people below, abonld m responsible to the power abore 
It b to suppoee, that the people shall hare no laws with re- 
gard to At»,Tet when ks cornea to be tried, be shall dalm the 
protection m those lows, which were made to seenre the peo- 
ple &om his naleneet that be shall claim a fair trial, an 
cqmtBble hearing, ererj advantage of oonnsel (God forbid he 
should not hare them), jet that the people under him shall 
have none of those advantages. The reverse b the prinmi^ 
of every lost and rational procedure. For the people, who 
have notnmg to use bat th^ natnxtd fitcoltics, oiignt to be 
nntlj dealt with , hot those who are intnuted with an artw 
Icisl and instituted anthontj have In their hands a great 
deal of the fbree of other people} and as their tanptabons to 
ndostiee are gpreatcr, so tnebr means are infinrtelj more 
enectual for imachief bj turning the powers given for the 
preservation of sooetj to its destructhm } so th^ if an arfai- 
traiy procedure be lostifiablev v strong oue 1 am sure is, it is 
when used againat those who pretend to use it against otbers 

Mj lords, I wiU venture toasj of the goTemmenttofAiia, 
that none of them ever had an arhitmj power} and if any 
govemaents had an arbitrary power, tbejesonot delecste it 
to any persons under them , thst is, they cannot so delegate 
it to otners as not to leave them accountule cm the pnndplet 
upon which it was given. As this is a contradiction in terms, 
a groM absurdity as weU as a monstrema wickodoess, let me 
SIT, for the honour of human nature, that although ondoobt' 
etUy we may spnk it with the pnde of Engltmd, that we 
have better insUtutious for the preservatioa m the nghts of 
men than any other country In too world} yet I will venture 
to say, that no country has wholly meant, or ever meant, te 
give this power. 

As it cannot exist in tight oo any ratwnal and solid pno* 
oples of goTcmatmt, so nrather dews it exm in the coaslitu* 
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tion. ot oriental governments, and I do insist npon it that 
oriental governments know nothing of arbitrary power. I 
have taken as much pains as I could to examine into the 
constitutions of them. I have been endeavouring to inform 
myself at all times on this subject ; of late, my duty has led 
me to a more minute inspection of them, and I do challenge 
the whole race of man to show me any of the oriental gov- 
ernors claiming to themselves a right to act by arbitrary 
will. 

The greatest part of Asia is imder Mohamedan govern- 
ments. To name a Mohamedan government is to name 
a government by law. It is a law enforced by stronger 
sanctions than any law that can bind a Christian sovereign. 
Their law is believed to be given by God, and it has the 
double sanction of law and of religion, with which the prince 
is no more authorized to dispense than any one else. And, 
if any man will produce the Eloran to me, and will but show 
me one text in it that authorizes in any degree an arbitrary 
power in the government, I will confess that I have read 
that book, and been conversant in the affairs of Asia, in vain. 
There is not such, a syUabl'e in it ; but, on the contrary, 
against oppressors by name every letter of that law is ful- 
minated. There are interpreters established throughout all 
Asia to explain that law, an order of priesthood whom they 
call mm of the law. , These men are conservators of -tlie 
law ; and, to enable them to preserve it in its perfection, 
they are secured from the resentment of the sovereign, for 
he cannot touch them. Even their kings are not always 
vested with a real supreme power ; but the government is 
in some degree republican. 

To bring this point a little nearer home, since we are 
challenged thus, since we are led into Asia, since we are, 
called upon to make good our charge on the principles of the 
governments there, rather than on those of our own countiy 
(which I trust your lordships will oblige him finally to be 
governed by, puffed up as he is vnth the insolence of Asia), 
the nearest to us of the governments he appeals to is that 
of the .Grand Seignior, the emperor of the Turks. — Sie an 
arbitrary power ! Why he has not the supreme power of his 
own country. Every one knows that the Grand Seignior 
is exalted high in titlesy as our prerogative lawyers exalt an 
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abrtTQct •orereign, and h« cannot be exalted high-»r m oat 
bocda, I »7 he u destitafe of the flrrt cbanictei of aore- 
ragn power He cannot lay a tax upon hn people. 

Tbe next part m whidi ne mines of a aoTemgn power 
h, that bo cannot d»poee of the Ufe^ of tbe propcrtr, or of 
the bber^ of any of hia itU>)ecti, but what u called the 
or aentence of the law He cannot declare pcece or 
war without the same sentence of tbe law) ao much a le, 
more than Eoropean aororeigns, a aubrect of itriet law, that 
"be cannot deelaiw war or peace witooct it. Then, if be 
can neither touch life nor proper^, if he cannot lay a tax 
on bii subjects, or declare peace or war, I leare it to your 
lordships’ jadgment whether he can bo caDod, according to 
the pnnaplet of that constitution, an arbitral power A 
Turtasb eorereign, if he should he judged hr tfco body of 
that law to hare acted against its pnnaplet (unless he nap* 
pens to bo secured by a faction of the soldieiyV U liable to 
oe deposed on tbe sentence of that law, and u succrasor 
comes m onder the stnet lumtatKms of tbe ancient law of 
that country 1 neither oan be hold bis place, dispose of his 
tQceasson, or take any one step whafcrcr, wifLout being 
bound by law Thus toueh may bo said, when centlemcu 
talk of afiahw of Ana, as to tbe neorett of Aiaho soie* 
reigna ; and he Is more Anatio than European, he it a 
bfabomedan soreretrn 1 and no Blahomeilan is born who 
con exercise any arbitrary’ power at all consistently with 
their eonstitutjQn j insomuch that thu chief msgistrate, who 
is tbe highest executiro power among them, is the rery per- 
son who, by the coniUtation of the country, is the most fet- 
tered by law 

Cormption is (ho true cause of the loss of all the beneilts 
of tho constitution of that conntry The prar/ife tf Asia, 
as tho gentleman at your bar has thought fit to tay, is what 
he hol^ to, tho constitution he away from. The 
question U, whether you will take tho conrtitution of tbe 
ecrantry as your rule, or the baeo practices of tbow* cn u rpc r \ 
robbers and trrsnts, who haro subiertid it, Undoubiedly 
much blood, murder, false impruonmeni, much peenUtron, 
eruflty, and robbery, are to be found in Asia j ana ff, instead 
of f^ug to tbe samd laws of the einintry be cb^^ to 
resort to tbe iniqu.tous practices of lU and orkctiers author- 
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izea only by public tumult, contention, H’ar, and rict, he 
may indeed lind as clear an acquittal in the practices as ho 
•would find condemnation in the institutions of it. He has 
rejected the la-w of England. Tour lordships \\uU not suffer 
it. God forbid ! Eor my part I should have no sort of ob- 
jection to let him choose his law — Mohamedan, Tartarean, 
Gentoo. But if he disputes, as he does, the authority of an 
act of parliament, let him state to me that law to which he 
means to be subject, or any law, which he knows, that wih 
justify his actions. I am not authorized to say that I shall, 
even in that case, give up what is not in me to give up, be- 
cause I represent an authority of which I must stand in 
awe ; but, for myself, I shall confess that I am brought tc 
public shame, and am not fit to manage the great interests 
committed to my charge. I therefore again repeat of that 
Asiatic government ivith which we are best acquainted, 
which has been constituted more in obedience to the laws 
of Mahomed than any other, — that the sovereign cannot, 
agreeably to that constitution, exercise any arbitrary power 
whatever. 

The next point for us to consider is, whether or no the 
Mahomedan constitution of India authorizes that power. 
The gentleman at your lordships’ bar has thought proper to 
say, that it will be happy for India (though soon after he 
tells you it is a happiness they can never enjoy) “when 
the despotic Institutes of Ge'nghiz KhSn or Tamerlane shall 
give place to the liberal spirit of a British legislature ; and,” 
says he, “ I shall be amply satisfied in my present prosecution, 
if it shall tend to hasten the approach of an event so benefi- 
cial to the great interests of mankind.” 

My lords, you have seen what he says about an act of par- 
liament. Ho you not now think it rather an extraordinary 
thing, that any British subject should, in -vindication of the 
authority which he has exercised, here quote the names and 
institutes, as he calls them, of fierce conquerors, of men who 
were the scourges of manlrind, whose power was a power 
which they held by force only ? 

As to the Institutes of Genghiz KhSn, which he calls ar- 
bitrary institutes, I never saw them. If he has that book, 
he wSl oblige the public by producing it. I have seen a 
book existing, called Tassa of Genghiz Elhffn ; the other I 
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noTBT Biw If there be anj part of it to justify stblbsiy 
power, bo will prodoco h. Bot, if we majr judge bj thoso 
ten precepts of Genghis Kbin which we hste, there is j>ot 
a shadow of arbitraij power to be focad in snjr one of thenu 
Institiitei of srbitPMj power! Whj, if there is srbitisij 
power, there can be no institates. 

Ab to the Inititntet of Tsmerlane, here thej are m tbeir 
ongmal, and here is a translation. 1 hsre carefolfy read 
ereiT part of these Institatea , and if anj one ahowi me cns 
word m them m which the prmce claims m bunsdf arbitrary 
power, 1 again repeat, that I shall for mj own part confess 
that I hare bronght mjself to great shame, ^cre is no 
book in the worl^ I belwre, which contains nobler, more 
just, more manly, more pions pnnmplea of goremment than 
this book, called the Institutions of Immerkne. Kor U there 
one word of arbitn^ power in it, much less of that arbitrary 
power which hir Hwtings anpposea himself Joslifled byt 
namely, a delegated, subordinate, arbitrary power So ur 
was great pnnee from permitting thia gross, rioleot, in* 
tensediata arbicrmir power, that 1 renhire to ny, the 
chief thing by wbics he has recommended himself to poster- 
ity wu a most direct dadaratloo of sQ the wrath and indig- 
nation of the supreme goreniment against it. liut here is 
the book. It oontams the Institntes of the fbnnder of the 
ilognl empire, left as ■ eaered legacw to his posterity, ss a 
rule for tbeir conduct, and as a means of presemng tbeir power 

*‘BE it known to my fortonsto sons, the conquerors of 
Idngdonii, to my mighty deeceodants, the lords of the earth, 
that, since I hare iMpe In Almighty God that many of my 
children, descondanta, and postenfy ahall sit npon the throne 
of power and regal authemtyt npon this account, hmmg 
establiibed laws and regnlatm^ for the well goremm^ of 
my domlniona, I hate collected together those regulations 
and laws as a model for othersi to the end that erery one 
of my children, descendants, ano poatenW acting agrwsblT 
thereto, my power and empire, which 1 acquired ihrougn 
hardships, and difUcultW, and penis, snd bloodshed, by tM 
Pinne farour and by the ioflueace of the holy religion of 
htahnmed (God's ^eace be npoo him) aon with the a^iUt- 
anee of the powerful deseenduts and lUustnoui (bUowurs of 
that prophet, may bo by them preserred. 
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“ And let tLem malce tliese regulations the rule of their 
conduct in the affairs of their empire, that the fortxme and 
the power which shah descend from me to them may be safe 
from discord and dissolution. 

“ Now therefore be it known to my sons, the fortunate and 
the illustrious, to my descendants, the mighty subduers of 
kingdoms, that in like manner as I by twelve maxims, which 
I established as the rule of my conduct, attained to regal dig- 
nity, and with the assistance of these maxims conquered and 
governed kingdoms, and decorated and adorned the throne of 
my empire, let them also act according to these regulations, 
and preserve the splendour of mine and their dominions. 

“ And among the rules which I established for the sup- 
port of my glory and empire, the Mrst was this — That 1 
■promoted the worship of Almighty God, and propagated the 
religion of the sacred Mahomed throughout the world ; and 
at all times and in all places supported the true faith. 

“ Secondly : With the people of the twelve classes and 
tijbes I conquered and governed kingdoms ; and with them I 
strengthened the pillars of my fortune, and from them I 
formed my assembly. 

“ Thirdly : By consultation, and deliberation, and pro- 
vident measures, by caution, and by vigilance, I vanquished 
armies, and I reduced kingdoms to my authority. And I 
carried on the business of my empire by complying with 
times and occasions, and by generosity, and by patience, and 
by policy ; and I acted with courteousness toward my friends 
and towards my enemies. 

“ fourthly : By order and by discipline I regulated the 
concerns of my government ; and by mscipline and by order 
I so firmly established my authority, that the ameers, and 
the^ viziers, and. the soldiers, and the subjects, could not 
aspire beyond their respective degrees; and every one of 
them was the keeper of nis own station. 

‘^Fifthly: I gave encouragement to my ameers and to 
my soldiers, and with money and with jewels I made them 
glad of heart ; and I permitted them to come into the ban- 
quet ; and in the field of blood they hazarded their lives. 
And I withheld not from them my gold nor my silver. And 
I educated and trained them to arms ; and to alleviate then 
tuffeiings I myself shared in their labours and in their hard- 
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■hip«, until TiUi the am of fortrtiide and reaolotfan, and 
with the unanimity of my cluefi, ond my gonernla, and my 
wamori, by the edge of wo tword I obtained pcaicaaion of 
the throne* of soTon and twenty kinra j and become the king 
and tie ruler of the kmgdoma nf &acen and of Tooranni 
and of Eoom, and of ifnntmb, and of Shaiun • and of JIi»* 
■ur, and of Erank-a-Arrub, and of Ajjinnj and of Matmn- 
doraun, and of KyUunaut | and of Shurrannaut, and of Ai- 
lorbiugaan, ana of Fauna, and of Cborauiaun ) and of tie 
Doiht of Jitteh, and the Ihiaht of Ejpehaok , and of Eban* 
mim, and of Khuttnn, and of Eanhooliitaun , and of Hin- 
doataon, and of Baokbtur Zemecm 

" And when I clothed mwlf m the robe of emp ir e , I ihut 
my eyei to aofety, and to tM repoae which u found on tho 
bwl ^ ease. And from the twelfth year of my a^ I tratcl* 
led orer coantnea, and combated diJDccltlct, and forcied en« 
terpnaea, and ranquiahed armiea } and eipenmcod matiniea 
amongrt myofflcere and my addieT»,and was f^Diariied to the 
lai^a^ of dctobedieoee . and I o ppoeed ihna with pcli^ 
asa with fortitude, and I htxarded mr pev$cra is the hour 
of danger t until in the end I ranquiahed kingdoma and eow 
plrea, and eitabUihed the gloi^ of my name. 

“ Si^Vy t Br jMtice aM equity I gamed the affcctimu 
of the people oi God i aud X extended my domeney to the 
guHwMnidl aa to the Innocent ; and 1 paaaed that tentcnce 
which truth required i and by benorolcDcc I gained a plaeo 
in the beert* of menj and by rowarda and punahment* I 
kept both my troop* and toy aubiectj didded between hopo 
and fear And I compaaswnaleu tio l o wer renii of my peo- 
ple, and thoao who wore dlitireaed. And I gare gifla to the 
aoldiera, 

“ And I drilrered the oppreeted from tho hand of the cm. 
preatori and, after proof of Ibe oppreawon, whether on the 
property or the neraon, tha deoaion which I pawed between 
them waa agrtetDlo to the aacred law And I did not caoM 
any one peraon to iuffer for the guilt of another 

^Tho*e who had done me injimea, who bad attacked my 
perron m battle, and bad counteracted my tcheoie* and en- 
terprise*, when they threw themaelrea on my merw, I re* 
ectred them with Idndaeii | I conferred on them addilemal 
honour*, and I drew tha pea of obUrioc crer their erQ ac» 
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tious. Ai\d I trontcd them in such sort, that if suspicion re- 
miiiued in their hoiu'is, it w-as pinched out entirely. 

“ Scvcnfhlt/ : I selected out, and treated with esteem and 
Teucration, tlie posterity of the Proplict, and tho theologians, 
and the teachers of the true faith, a7id the philosophers, and 
the historians. And I loved men of courage and valour ; for 
God Almighty loveth tho brave. And I associated with good 
and learued men ; and I gained their aflcctions, and 1 en- 
treated their support, and 1 sought success from their holy 
prayers. And 1 loved the dendshes and the poor ; and I op- 
pressed them not ; neither did I exclude them from my fa- 
vour. And I permitted not tho evil and the malevolent to 
enter into my council ; aiid I acted not by their advice ; and 
I listened not to their insinuations to the prcjudico of 
others. 

“Eighthly : I acted with resolution; and on whatever un- 
dertaking I resolved, I made that undertaking the only ob- 
ject of my attention ; and I withdrew not my hand from that 
enterprise, until I had brought it to a conclusion. And I 
acted according to that which I said. And I dealt not with 
severity towards any one, and I was not oppressive in any 
of my actions ; that God Almight}' might not deal severely 
towards me, nor render my own actions oppresshc unto me. 

“ And I inquired of learned men into the laws mid regu- 
lations of ancient princes from the days of Adam to those of 
the Prophet, and from the days of the Prophet do^vn to this 
time. And I weighed their institutions, and their actions, 
and their opinions, one by one. And from their approved 
manners, and their good qualities, I selected models. And 
I UK^red into the causes of the subversion of their power, 
and I shunned those actions which tend to the destructidn 
and overthrow of regal autliority. And from cruelty and 
from oppression, w’bich are the destroyers of posterity, and 
the hringers of famine and of plagues, I found it was good 
to abstain. 

“Ninthly: The situation of my people was known unto 
me. And those who were great among them I considered 
as Triy brethren ; and I regarded the poor as ray children. 
And I made myself acquainted with the tempers and the dis- 
positions of the people of every country and of every city. 
And I contracted intimacies Tith the citizens, and the chiefa, 
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«nd tb® noblci j tnd I »ppomted orer them gDremon adapted 
to theor mannen, and their dnpodtiona, and tbair viuri. 
And I knew the dremnitancea of the inhabrtanta of erery 
pronnce. And in eTM 7 kui^dosi I appmntod wnlei* of in- 
tellmenoe, men of truth and integntj, that ther might tend 
me mformation of the oonduct, and t^ behiTionr, and the 
actkms, and the mannera, of the tnMpa and of the Inbabt* 
anta, and of eroij oceo r re n ce that might come to um 
emongtt them. And if I dncorered aoght contrary to taeir 
mformatiotif I mflieted punuhment on & mtelligencer , *and 
erery arcnmttance of cnielty and op pi e aa km m the gOT un ior»r 
and m the tinopa, and m tbe inhabitant!, vhich readied my 
oara, 1 ohaatiaea agreeably to joatiee and equity 

“ 3Vati^/ 'Wha te rer tribe and whaterer horde, vhctber 
Toorkj or ihocheek, or Armb, or Ajjom, come m onto ma, 
I reoeired then* ehi^ with diitoetion and rcepect, and thew 
foUowera 1 honoured aeeordrag to them degn>ea and thmr ata* 
tiont, and to the good among them 1 did good, and the eril 
I ddiTwrod oter to thdr otQ aobona. 

** And whoerer attached himadf onto id«s I f o r g ot not the 
merit of hu attachment, and I acted toward him with kind- 
seal end g c u cr oai ty } and wboerer had rendered a>e aerricea, 
I rroaid the raloe of thoae a ertieea unto him. And vboerer 
had been my enemy, and waa aahamed thereof^ and flying to 
me for protection humbled blmMlf before me, I forgot hia 
enmity, and I porchaaed him with liberality and landocta 
"In audi manner Share Behnuno, tbo chief of a tribe, 
Tas along with me. And He left me hi the hour of action : 
and be united with the enemy, and be drew forth hli nrord 
against me. And at length, my Belt, wfakh he bad eaten, 
•eized upon him { and be agria fled to me for refuge, ana 
bumbled himself before me As he waa a man of fllostnous 
deseent, and of brarery, and of eipcrience, I core r ed mj 
eyes from bis eril actionst and I magnified him, and I tx* 
alted him to a tupenor rank, and I pvdoned bis disloyalty 
in consideration of his Talour ^ 

“ ElettntVif t My children, and my relations, and my as- 
sedates, and my ne^bours, and aneb as hid bem eonneeted 
with roe, all these I^tingmsbed m the days of my Ibrtoaa 
and pTOspen^, and 1 peid nnlo them tbnr due And with 
respect to my lamUy. 1 rent not asunder th« bands af coo* 
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Bougmnity and mercy ; and I issued not commands to slay 
them or to bind them with chains. 

“ And -I dealt witli every man, whatever the judgment 1 
had formed of him, according to my own .opinion of his 
worth. As I had seen much of prosperity and adversity, and 
had acquired knowledge and experience, I conducted myself 
with caution and with policy towards my ftiends and to- 
wards my enemies. 

“ Tioelftlily : Soldiers, whether associates or adversaries, 
I' held in esteem; those who sell their permanent happiness 
to perishable honour, and throw themselves into the field of 
slaughter and battle, and hazard their lives in the hour of 
danger. 

“And the man who drew his sword on the side of my 
enemy, and committed hostilities against me, and preserved 
his fidelity to his master, him I greatly honoiwed : and when 
such a man came unto me, knowing his worth, I classed him 
with my faithful associates ; and I respected and valued his 
fidelity and his attachment. 

“ And the soldier who forgot his duty and his honour, and 
in the hour of action turned his face from his master, and 
came in unto me, I considered as the most detestable of men. 

“And in the war between Touktummish Khaun, his 
ameers forgot their duty to Touktummish, who was their 
Blaster and my foe, and sent proposals and wrote letters unto 
me. A^id I' uttered execrations upon them, because, un- 
mindful of that which they owed their lord, they had thrown 
aside their honour and their duty, and came in unto me. I 
said unto myself, what fidelity have they observed to their 
liege lord ? what fidelity will they show unto me ? 

“ And, behold, it was known unto me by experience, that 
every empire which is not established in morality and re- 
ligion, nor strengthened by regulations and laws, from that 
empire all order, grandeur, and power shhU pass away. And 
that empire may be likened unto a naked man, who, when ex- 
posed to view, commandeth the eye of modesty to be covered ; 
amf it is hke unto a house which hath neither roof^ nor gates, 
nor defences, into which whoever willeth may enter un- 
molested. 

“ Thebeeoee, I established the foundation of my empire 
the morality and the rehgion of Islaum ; and by regula* 
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tunu STtd Uvi 1 gBT« tt itabHitj And loin tnd hj 
regulations I executed erwy butme** and emy trawoctioa 
tiut came before mo m tbe co m ae of mj gorerntnent.''— - 

I need not reed any farther, or I nnrft »bow yonr kmi* 
thipe the noble pnnaplet, the grand, bold, and manJ^ TnHT^ma^ 
tbe reeolabon to abftain fitan opprcsnon bunaeUl and to 
cnuh it in the gtrmmon under him, to be found in tnla book, 
arhlch Mr HaatmCT haa thought proper to rea oi t to u con* 
tiuning irbat he odla arbitrary pn^ples. 

Bat it u not in tbu only that I mmt do justice 

to the But. I assert that tbeir moraHty is equal to oanu 
in •wbatemr recarda the dotiea of gortroors. fathers, and 
aupeiionj andl challenge the world to thow,^ anr mcHlem 
Buropeon book, more true morah^ and wisdom tnan is to 
be found in the wnhi^ of Ajiabc men in hi^h trust, and 
who hare been eounaeflora to pnncei. If this bo the true 
morality of Asia, as 1 afhrm aM can prore that it is, the 
plea foooded on Hr IlafttDga^s geograpueal morality is an* 
sibilated. 

1 Utile regard the theoriee of trertUm where they do sot 
relate tbe bda on whld they are founded. I hare two in* 
stances of facta, attested by ’ihretnler, a trareUer of power 
and consequence, whi^ nr« rery material to bo mentioned 
here, because Uior show that in some of the mstances ro* 
corded, m which the pnnees of tbs countw hare used any of 
those CTuri and '^barema oieeutkma which make us exe- 
crate them, it has been upon g orersoTt who hare abused their 
trust, and that this retr oHcntal authoritTj to which Bfr 
Hastings appeals, would ham condemned him to a dreadful 
punishment. I thank God, and 1 say it from my heart, 
fhub eren for hu enormous offeneea there neither is, nor can 
be, anything like such punishiDenU. Qod forbid that we 
should not as much ^test out-of the-way, mad, forioua, and 
unequal punuhmenta, as we detcat enormous ai^ abomittahle 
enmes i because a aorcte and cruel penalty for a crime of a 
light nature is as bad and iniquitous as tne crime which It 
pretends to punish. As the Inidanres I allude toarerurioua, 
and as they go to the pnndpka of >tr Hastings’s defence, I 
shall bee to quote them. 

The first is upoa a gorertwr, who did, whst Mr ITaftlnffa 
tays ho has a power dd^t^ to him to do j ho fined a 
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tax without the consent of his master. “ Some years after 
my departure from Com (says Tavernier'), the governor had, 
of his own accord, and without any communication with 
the king, laid a small impost upon every pannier of fruit 
brought into the city, for me purpose of making some neces- 
sary reparations in the walls and bridges of the town. It 
was towards the end of the year 1632 that the event I am 
going to relate happened. The king, being informed of the 
impost which the governor had laid upon the fruit, ordered 
him to be brought in chains to court. The king ordered 
him to be exposed to the people at one of the gates of the 
palace ; then he commanded the son to pluck off the musta- 
chios of his father, to cut off his nose and ears, to put out 
his eyes, and then cut off his head. The king then told 
the son to go and take possession of the government of his 
father, saying, See, that you govern better than this deceased 
dog, or thy doom shall he a death more esguisitely torme^xt- 
ingr 

My lords, you are struck with horror, I am struck with 
horror, at this punishment. I do not relate it to approve of 
such a barbarous act ; but to prove to your lordships, that 
whatever power the princes of that country have, they are 
jealous of it to such a degree, that, if any of their governors 
should levy a tax, even the most insignificant, and for the 
best purposes, he meets with a cruel punishment. I do not 
justify the punishment ; but the severity of it shows how 
little of their power the princes of that country mean to 
delegate to their servants, tho whole of which the gentleman 
it your bar says was delegated to him. 

There is another case, a very strong one, and that is the 
case of presents, which I understand is a custom admitted 
throughout Asia in all their governments. It was of a per- 
son who was raised to a high office ; no business was suf- 
fered to come before him without a previous present. “ One 
morning, the king being at this time on a hunting party, the 
nazar came to the tent of the king, but was denied entrance 
by the meter, or master of the wardrobe. About the same 
tune the king came forth, and, seeing the naziir, commanded 
his officers to take off the bonnet from the head of that 
' dog, that took gifts from his people ; and that he should sii 
three ^VB bareheaded in the heat of the sun, and as many 
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jnjiliti in the air Aftermods be aimed him to be cbained 
•bout tbe neck and oiqb, and condemned bhn to perpctoil 
impmonment, mtb • mamond^ a daj^ for Im mamtenaoce ) 
bat be died gnaf fntbm eight daj* after bo intt pot in 
pmom” 

Do I Tiiean, by wading tbli to yocr lordibipe, to exp r o w 
or intonate an approbatiaQ either of the crnelty « tbe pan* 
ishment or of the coarae barhanam of the langnage f neither 
one nor tbe other I prodooe it to yonr krrdimp* to pfore 
to yon from thia drendfhi example the horror ■whisi that 
goT emm ent felt when any pemm inbject to it unaned to 
bimaelf a prtril^ to receiTe p i ea aita. Ibe enieUy and »e> 
Ton^ exemsed m tbeae pnncea is not lereUed at the poor 
unfortunate people who complain at their gates, but, to nae 
their own bttbumia exprcanon, te dM tiat tatpoia fam 
end takt jfrrtmit -^iod forbid 1 ahouM use that langnage 
Tbe people, when they complain, are not called dogs and 
lent away, btrt the gorenKBra, who do these things againat 
the people : they aw called dogi, and treated in that miel 
tnsniw I (jaati them to ah^, that no goTerooTS zn tbe 
Eatk Qptni any pnnople of their ccnsbtnboa, or any good 
practice of tbcir goremment, can ky arbitrary impoata or 
toetdre preeenta. when they escape it is tnrobabW by bribe* 
ly, by corrnpbon, by aoatmg frefaons for IbemaelTca in the 
ecra^o, in the oountiy. m the army, in the dnan. Bat how 
they escape aacb panuomenta k not my buimeM to {nqoire ] 
it k enough for me. that the cemtitation dkarows them, 
that the princes of the country disarow thetaj that they re- 
T^o them with tbe most borrible expressioua, and inflict 
dreadful punishmenU on them, when they are called to an* 
awTT for these offcocea. 

Thos much coceernmg the Mohamedan kwa of Asia. 
That the people of Asm We no laws, rights, or liberty, k 
a doctrine that wickedly la to be dksetninated through tala 
country. But I again aa»CTt,eTeTy Jrahomedan gOTcrnmcot 
is by its prlndples a eoTcrament of law 

I shall no* atate, from what U known of the g o w inaicot 
etJadin, tW it do« not and cannot delegate (aa iff Ifsst- 
ings haa frtuaenUy dedared) the whole of its powers and 
aathonly to him- If they *» absolute, a* they must bo io 
the aup T V oe power, Iher oufht to be arbitrary in ncm* \ thsy 
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were, however, never absolute in any of their subordinate 
parts, and I will prove it by the kuoAvn provincial constitu 
tions of Hindostan, which are all Mohamedan, the laws ot 
which are as clear, as explicit, and as learned as ours. 

The first foundation of their law is the Koran. The next 
part is the Fetfa, or adjudged cases by proper authority, well 
known there. The next, the written mterpretations of the 
principles of jurisprudence ; and their booKS are as numer- 
ous upon the principles of jurisprudence as in any country 
in Europe. The ne^ part of their law is what they call the 
Kanon, that is, a positive rule equivalent to acts of parlia- 
ment, the law of the several powers of the country, taken 
from the Q-reek word KANliN, which was brought into 
their country, and is well known. The next is the Bnge ul 
Mulk, or common law and custom of the kingdom, equiva- 
lent to our common law. Therefore they have la'ws from 
more sources than we have, exactly in the same order, groimd- 
ed upon the same authority, fundamentally fixed to be ad- 
ministered to the people upon these principles. 

The next thing is to show, that in India there is a partition 
of the powers of the government, which proves that there is 
no absolute power delegated. 

In every province the first person is the eoubahdar or na- 
zim, or inceroy : he has the power of the sword, and the 
administration of criminal justice only. Then there is the 
dewan, or high steward ; he has the revenue, and all ex- 
chequer causes under him, to be governed according to the 
law, and custom, and institutions of the kingdom. 

The law of inheritances, successions, and everything that 
relates to them, is under the cadi, in whose court these mat- 
ters are tried. But this too was subdivided. The cidi could 
not judge, but by the advice of his assessors. Properly in 
the 'Mahomedan law there is no appeal, only a removal of 
the cause ; but when there is no judgment, as none can bo 
when the court is not unanimous, it goes to tho general as-, 
sembly of all the men of the law. 

There are, I will venture to say, other divisions and sub- 
divisions ; for there are the kanongoes, who hold their places 
for life, to be the conservators of the canons, customs, and 
good usages of the country ; all these, as well as the c^ 
and th5 mufti, hold their places and situations, not dunng 
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tbe wanton rfeamro of tbo pnace, bat on pennaacnt end 
flxfd termc, ibr hfo. AH tbeM pow en of nogutner, TeT9> 

n md iW, are aH different, conaemieiitlj' not doraUd 
0 whole to tnj- one peraon- Tha u tboprorindiloon- 
atitotioii, end tfaefo the Icwi, of Bengal, wb^ mxttm, if 
there were no other proofi by t'to diraum of the lanctioM 
and antbontief, that the enpeme power of the atate in the 
Mognl empire did by no tneane delegate to any of ita oiS 
oera the t u pr em e power ia ita ftilneaa. Whether or no wo 
hare delegated to Itr Haatmgi the eupreme power of king 
end perbament, that he aho^ act with the pletutnde ot 
anthmity of the Brituh Icgialatnro, yon are to judge. 

hir llaathigi haa no renigo here. Iiet htm nm from law 
to law ] let him dy from the common law and the tacred 
inatituHonf of the eoontiy in whidi he was bom, let hrm 
£y from acti of paritament, from which hk p o w er ongia- 
aM , let him plead bia ignonoee of them, or fly in the uea 
<jt them. Will be fly to tbo hlahoacdan law F— tliat ecn- 
demna him W31 he fly to the hich magtatracy of Aaia to 
de&sd taking of p c ae n ta? Ba d oh i aad the mltan woold 
condemn him to a emel death. WID ho fly to the aophiat to 
tfao lawa of Fena, or to the praetiee of th^ monarru t 1 
cannot otter tbe poioa, the tortnrra, that wo^d he inflicied 
on him, if be were to goT mi them aa he haj done in a BHU 
iah pr o na ee I Let h^ fly where bo wiD, from law to law i 
— bw (I thank God) meela him ererywheTe, and enforerd 
too by tbe nraclKO of the meat uopimia trrffita, which ha 
quote# aa it it wotdd juatify hi* eonoDei. J would aa wilb 
ingly hare him tried the law of the Koran, or the InitU 
tutea of TamerUne, oa on the common law or itatnU law 
of this kingdom 

The next qneftlon I#, whether the Omtoo law* jwtify or* 
bitranr power j and, if be find* any *aactuaiy there, kt him 
take ft, with the cow, in the partida. Tbe Grntoo* hare a 
law, which poaithelT nroaciibea m magiftratc* any idea of 
will, — a law with whi^ or rather with citraeta of it, that 
gentleman hhn»elf haa ftxnihbcd u*. Thcie people in many 
jwmta am gorerned by tbehr own an ci e n t wrtlten law, railed 
tbe Slasifr Ita interpTetera and judge# are the fuaJitt 
Thli law ia cotnprehftmro, eitending to aH the eooeeriu of 
Lfr, aflbrdlng pnaople*, and maalnt, and legal theonra, ap- 
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plicable to all cases, dra'ma from the sources of natural equity, 
modified by their institutions, full of refinement and suhtilty 
of distinction, equal to that of any other law, and has the 
grand test of idl law, that, wherever it has prevailed, the 
country has been populous, flourishing, and happy. 

Upon the whole, then, follow him where you will, — let 
him have eastern or western law, you find everywhere ar- 
-hitrary power and peculation of governors proscribed and 
horribly ptmished : — more so than I should ever wish to pun- 
ish any, the most guilty, human creature. And if this bo 
the case, as I hope and trust it has been proved to your lord- 
ships, that there is law in these countries, that there is no 
delegation of power which exempts a governor from the 
law, then I say at any rate a British governor is to answer 
for his conduct, and cannot be justified by wicked examples 
and profligate practices. 

But another thing which he says is, that he was left to 
himself to govern himself by his own practice ; that is to 
say, when he had taken one bribe, he might take another ; — 
when he hafi robbed one man of his property, he might rob 
another ; when he had imprisoned one man arbitrarily, and 
extorted money from him, he might do so by another. He 
resorts at first to the practice of barbarians and usurpers ; at 
last he comes to his own. How, if your lordships will try 
him by such maxims and principles, he is certainly clear ; for 
there is no manner of doubt, that there is nothing he has 
practised once which he has not practised again ; and then 
the repetition of crimes becomes the means of his indemnity. 

The next pleas he urges are not so much in bar of the 
impeachment, as in extenuation. The first are to be laid by 
fts claims to be made on motion for arrest of judgment, the 
others as an extenuation or mitigation of his fine. He says, 
and with a kind of triumph, the ministry of this country 
have great legal assistance ; commercial bghts of the greatest 
commercial city in the world ; the greatest generals and offi- 
cers to guide and direct them in military affairs : whereas I, 
poor man, was sent almost a school-boy from England, or Jit 
least little better; — sent to find my way in that new world 
as well as I could. I had no men of the law, no legal as- 
sistance, to supply my deficiencies. At Spliingem Jiabehaji 
domi. Had he not the chief justice, the tamed and domesti- 
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c*ted chief itxitlee, Trarted on iom Kk© a fttmTIw ■jrtnt, 
frbom he taie* from pronnoe to prormce, hh axoanonuts at 
home, hia poctQlion and ndin^ ei i pr ew abroad ? 

Such a declaration ironld in aome meaauro nnt penou 
irho had acted much othennae than Jlr Harbnga. ‘When 
a man pleads Ignoranoe m inatafication of hii conduct, it 
ooght to be an humble, mooeat, unpreemiditg ignorance,-— 
an Ignorance which ma^ hare made him lax und timid m 
the axerciae of hii dutj \ — bnt an aaanmmg, imh, preromp- 
tnona, oonddent, danng, deepcsato, and disobedient ignonmce 
heightens erery cnme that it ecoompanies. Mr Hartinga, 
if tiirongh ignorance he left aome of the Companj’i ordera 
nneieoured because he did not nndrrstand them, might well 
taj, I teas n t^tuynati siaa. s»d ti*** liut^ tetrt eicrs my 
cofmeiiw But when be understands them, and when be 
darea ne will not obey them pomtirelj and dogmatically,— 
when he says, as be ^ said, and we shall prore it, tkmi h* 
Rcarr moetidt h€tUr tltsm nlim lt» *cU t« «a riftr i^^anc* 

thou ori^, and seta at nou^t the laws of ha conntry, — 
I beliere thn will not be thought the lanruage of an 
nmt m&iL But 1 beg ytmr Urahipa* pardetn { it ia tbo tan* 
goa^ of an igrtorsnt man , Ihr no man, who was not foil of 
a bold, determined, proflig^ ignorance, could erer Ihmk of 
such a system of ^enoe. lie quitted 'Westminster School 
almost a boy We bare reason to regret that be did not 
finish bu education in that noble setmoaiy, which has gbm 
ao many lominanes to the choreb, and omamonU to tho state. 
Greatly it is to be lamented, that he did not go to those 
tmirersities [where arbitrary power will, I hope, perer bo 
heard ofj but the true principles of religion, of liberty, and 
law, wQl erer be inculcated], instead of studying in the school 
of Oonim AI^ Cawn. 

If be bad ftred with os, be would bare quoted the exam* 
pies of Cicero in hu coTemment t he sroold hare quoted 
seterj of the sacred aifi holy prophets, and made i\tm his 
example, HH want of learning profane aa well as sacred, 
reduces him to the necessity of appealing to ercr y name and 
authority of barbarism. tynnoT, and usurpation that are to 
bo femno I and from the** he iaj*,yVDw /As pnct\«* 
pert of Atxa or oilier I isrs tai^ mj rule But jonr 
lordships wQI show bun, that in Asia, as well aa la Curup(\ 
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tlze Paine laxr of nations prevails; tlie panic principles are 
continually resorted to ; and the same maxims sacredly held 
and Etrenuously maintained; and, however disobeyed, no 
man snfiers from the breach of them, who docs not Icnow how 
and where to complain' of that breach ; — that Asia is on* 
ligiitcncd in that respect ns well ns Europe ; but, if it were 
totally blinded, that England would send out governors to 
teach them better ; and that he mnst justil)’ himself to tho 
pietj’, tho truth, the faith of England; and not by having 
recourse to the crimes and criminals of otlier countries, to 
the barbarous tyranny of Asia, or any other part of tho world. 

I ■will go further with l\Ir. Hastings, and admit, that if 
there be a boy in tlic fourth form of AVestminster School, or 
any school in England, who docs not Iniow, wlicn these arti- 
cles are read to him, 'that he has been guilty of gross and 
enormous crimes, he may have the sbclter of liis present 
plea, ns far as it will sen’c him. There arc none of ns, thank 
God, so uninstmeted, wlio have learned onr catechisms or 
the first elements of Christianity, who docs not know that 
suck conduct is not to be justified, and least of nil by ex- 
amples. 

There is another topic he takes np more seriously, and ns 
a general rebutter to the charge ; — says be, “ After a great 
many of these practices with which I am charged, parh’nment 
appointed mo to my trust, and consequently has acquitted 
me.” Has it, my lords ? I am bold to say, that tho Com- 
mons are wholly guiltless of this charge. I will admit, if 
parliament on a full state of his offences before them, and 
full examination of those offences, had appointed him to the 
government, that then the people of India and England •would 
have just reason to exclaim against so flagitious a proceeding. 
A sense of propriety and decorum might have restrained us 
from prosecuting. They might have been restrained by some 
sort of decorum from pursuing him criminally. But the 
Commons stand before your lordships •without shame. Eirst, 
in their name we solemnly assure your lordships, that we bad 
not in om* parliamentary capacity (and most of ns — myself, 
I can say snrely, beard very little, and that in confused 
rumours) the slightest knowledge of any one of the acts 
charged upon this criminal at either of the -times of his being 
appointed to office ; and that we were not guilty of the no- 
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Cuwai wt of ooHasion and flagitiom breach of trait, inth 
■which be pTeaaiDM obliqcdj to eharOT ni, but from lb* 
momEmt we knew them, wn nei er coaseQ to condemn them hr 
report*, b/ Totea, hr rBaolotMOu, and that we admotihcit 
and decla^ it bo m the daty^ oi the court of directon to 
take meamre* for hia recall , aad when Ihntrated in 'the way 
known to that Court, we then proceeded to an inquiry Tour 
lordahipa know whether yon were hotter mformed. Vfe are, 
therefore, neither goiitT of the precedent onme of eoUoding 
■With the criminal, nor the tnbaeqnent mdecomm of proaecut- 
ing what we had Tntoahy and practicallT approrei 

Beeondly ; •oreralofhiaworat cnroeaiiaTebecnootDinttted 
Bmce the pariiamectaty renewal of hu truat, aa appcart 
by the datea m the (diarge. 

Bat I beheTe,mylonla,tbejadgrt — ^jndgrato otheTa,graTB 
and -weighty catmaoHora and oashtanti to your lordihipe,-^ 
will not oci reference aaaert to your lordihipa, which God for- 
bid, and we cannot cooeelre, or hardly itate in argmoent, if 
but for argument, that if one of the juac^ had receircd bribca 
before hia appointment to a higher judicfary office, he would 
not ftill be open to praeeeutioTL 

So far from admitting it os a plcn m her, we charge, and 
we bopejntir lordahipa will End it an eitrema aggraration 
of hii offertcea, that oo farooc* heaped upon bim could make 
him CTBtefnl, no renewed and repeated troiU could make 
him uithfal and boneitr 

Wo hare now gono throuA moat of the general foplca. 

But,— ho ii trot reaponilbl^ aa bemg thanked by the court 
of dtrectoTv. He hai had the tbanka and approbation of the 
India Company for hii acrrieca. We know too wrell here, I 
troat the world knowa, — and you will alwaya ottcrt, that a 
pardem from the crown it not pleadable here, that it cannot 
^ the impeachment of the Oommotu ; much leu a pardon 
of the Ea»t-Indifl Company, though it may ItiTolre them in 
guilt, which might luoaoe us to punub them for such a 
pardon. If any corporation by eoUamon with critmnali re* 
foae to do their doty m coeremg them, tie magwtrwtce ar* 
answerable. 

It u the use, rirtac, and efficacy of parliamentary judiriaJ 
procedure, that it nuts an end to thii domWoti of Cur^on, lo 
vigno, caImI, and cWidetUne mtelligencet. The acts of oroa 
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are put to tlioir proper test, and tho ■n'orlis of dnrJmcss tried 
in the face of day — ^uot tlio comiplcd opinions of others on 
them, hut their own intrinsic merits. \Vo charge it ns his 
crime, that ho bribed tho court of directors to thank him for 
what they had condemned breaches of his duty. 

Tho East-India Company, it is tnic, have thanked him. 
They ought not to have done it ; and it is n reflection upon 
their ch.aractcr tlint they did it. But tho directors praise 
him in the gross, after ha\*iiig condemned each net in detail. 
His actions arc all, every one, censured one by one ns they 
arise. I do not recollect any one transaction, few there nro 
I am sure, in tho whole body of that succession of crimes 
now brought before you for your judgment, in which the In- 
dia Company liavc not censured liim. Hay, in one instance 
he pleads their censure in bar of this trial ; ' for he says, 
“ In that censure I hare already received my punishment.” 
If, for any otlicr reasons, they come and say, “ Wo thank you. 
Sir, for all your services : ” To that I answer yes | and 1 
would thank him for his services too, if I knew them. But 
I do not ; — perhaps ihey do. Ijot them thank him for those 
services. I am ordered to proscento him for those crimes. 
Here, therefore, we are on a balance with tho India Com- 
pany ; and your lordships may perhaps think it some addition 
to his crimes, that he has found means to obtain tbe thanks 
of the India Company for tho whole of bis conduct, nt tlio 
same time that their records nro full of constant, uniform, 
particular censure and reprobation of every one of those acts 
for which ho now stands accused. 

He says there is the testimony of Indian princes in his 
favour. But do we not know how seals are obtained in that 
country f do we not know how those princes nro imposed 
upon ? do we not know tho subjection and thraldom in which 
they ere held, and that they are obliged to return thanks for 
the sufferings which they have felt ? I believe your lordships 
win think that there is not, with regard to some of these 
princes, a more dreadful thing that can he said of them, than 
that he has obtained their thanks. 

I understand he has obtained the thanks of the miserable 
princesBes of Oude, whom he has cruelly imprisoned, whoso 


’ See Mr. Hastingt'e tmswer to the first charge. 
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tz^tttxire be bu eeued, sod wboee enr mn^a be bat 
tored.^ 

They tbsnk him for gcouff anj Tber bna for 

leaTic^ tbe£Q tbe tmaflMt of their nioaittenee t aad I 
T BO t um to caj, if be iraoted a bimdred dare pmegync*, 
pranded be carer cama a^m among them, he might bare 
thettu I aodentand that blahdajee baa Tnnf?n bia 

panegTne too Mahdqee Semdia hjia not made hu panegjne 
for nothing , for if jonr lordahipa mil nrffcr him to enter 
into anob a jitatimatign., rre aball prom tiat be baa tacnflced 
the dignity of tbia eoimtij, end mte re ata of all ita 
to that prmoe. We appear here neither vnth penegyno nor 
mth aahrei it n for aunatantial oimea ve bring lum before 

a and amongit otben for crueDr naing pervona of the 
oat rank and oocaidaatkm m Inom i and, irben we prore 
lie baa cniellr mjixred them,yoQ wiQ think the panegrnca 
etther groca forgenea or moat mneiable eggrerationi ^ hla 
offencea, amoe tuij abow the abject end drcadfol itate into 
irbkh be baa dnra tboae peo^ For, let it be prored that 
1 bare miellj robbed and maltreated anr penona, if I pro* 
dace a certificate from them of zor goodMbanoiir, vodld it 
not bo a cnrroboiatjre proof of tie teimr into wbWs thoao 
pejwma are thrown bj mv nuacondnct? 

bl/ lofda, tbeae are, I odiOTe, the general c reon da of car 
cbaiTO ;~I bare aow doeed coaopletdj, and 2 hope to ^our 
lordwdpa’ aatiaCmtion, the whole body ^ hiatorr of which I 
withed to pat jenr lordahipa m powenion. 1 ao not meeo, 
that manr of joor lordabipa ms^ not hare known ft more 
perfectlj by jtwr own prenooa oKjulHoej but bnoctng to 
year retDembrance the atate of the dreumetancea of too per* 
pooa with whom be acted, (be peraona and power he baa 
abuaed,-*-! hare gone to the pMciplea he mamtaina, the 
precedenta be quotea, the lawa and authontm which he re* 
fnrea to abide by, and ihote on which be rcHra, and at but 1 
bare refuted aH ibooe pleoa in bar, on w bich be dcpendi, and 
for the efiM of wbidi be prcntDca on the indulgence and 
patience of tbia country, or on the c omi ptioo of aome per* 
aooa in it. And here I doae wbat I bad to nr open tbia 
gnb^ec^i ritiaiffsaJ b<Tpisg tkai whoi I opes Mart yewr 

* A LadB w a trac a . wtitt wu ^oewd bm, boeiine<llal^M^ 
■bwt’hmd wnur £4. 
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lordships the case more particularly, so as to state rather a 
plan of the proceeding, than the direct proof of the crimes, 
your lordships •will hear me 'wdth the same goodness and in- 
dulgence I have hitherto experienced; that you will con- 
sider, if I have detained you long, it "was not -with a view of 
exhausting my own strength, or putting your patience to too 
severe a trial ; hut from the sense I feel, that it is the most 
difficult and the most complicated cause that was ever 
brought before any human tnhunal. Therefore I was re- 
Bolvett to bring the whole substantially before you. And 
now, if your lordships •wiU permit me, I ■wHl state the method 
of my future proceeding, and the future proceeding of the 
gentlemen assisting me. 

I mean first to bring before you the crimes as they are 
classed and are of the same species and genus ; and how they 
mu'tually arose fi:om one another. I shall first show, that 
Mr. Hastings’s crimes had root in that which is the rooriof 
aU evil, I mean avarice ; that avarice and rapacity were the 
groundwork and foundation of all his other vicious system ; 
that he showed it in setting to sale the native government of 
the country ; in setting to sale the whole landed interest of 
the countiy ; in 'setting "to sale the British government and 
his o'wn fellow servants, to the basest and wickedest of man- 
kind. I shall then show your lordships, that when, in con- 
sequence of such a body of corruption and peculation, he 
justly dreaded the indignation of his country, and the venge- 
ance of its laws, in order to raise himself a faction, embodied 
by the same guilt, and rewarded in the same manner, he has 
•with a most abandoned profusion thro'wn away the revenues 
of the country to form such a faction here. 

I shall next show your lordships, that, having exhausted ' 
the resources of the Company, and brought it 'to extreme 
difficulties within, he has looked to his external resources, 
as he calls them. He has gone up into the country. I 
■wiU show, that he has plundered, or attempted 'to nlunder, 
every person dependent upon, connected, or allied with tuis 
country. 

We shall afterwards show what infinite mischief has fol- 
lowed in the case of Benares, upon which he first laid his 
hands ; next, in the case of the Begums of Oude. 

We Shall then lay before you the profligate system by 
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Ueuore he bu e ened , and vlioee eomidit he hu 
tnred.* 

They thank him for goiM sray They thank him for 
leanng them the emaneat trme of their anbai^tetice , and I 
TcntUre to lay, if be iranted a hnndred more panegjnca, 
pTtmded be nerer ramn again among them, he might hare 
them. I undaiatand that Uahdajee Sondm has mafU hn 
panegyno too. Mahdajee Semdia baa not made ba panegjne 
for xiotbmg j Ibr if your lordaiipe rriD fnfler him to enter 
into inch a juatifieation, m ahall more that he baa sacnflced 
the digni^ of this eo nn tiy, and the mteresta of all its ■lit***, 
to that prince AVo appear hen neither with pan^yno nor 
with aatire | it u for tuoatant^ Crimea we bring bofore 
TOO, and amongit othen for cruelly nauig penona of the 
higbeat rank and oonaidention in India ; and, when we p r o re 
lie baa cruelly mjored th em , yon will think the panegync*- 
cither gfota lareona or moat miaenble aggraratunu m bit 
oifencei, nnce thef show the alnect and dreadful state into 
whieb be hu dnrm tboae pecmh^ For, let it be prtwed that 
1 bare erodly robbed and maltreeled any perKnte, if I pro^ 
duce a cctiflate from them of mr good b^noar, woilld it 
not be a corrobcrattre proof of tee terror into which tboee 
peraotu are thrown by my mtacondoct ? 

lly lords, tbeee are, I Wiere, the ccneiel pTronda of onr 
chaige; — I hare sow doaed eomplctdy, and 1 luipe toyonr 
lordahipt’ aatiaCaftion, tbe whole body of hiatorr of which I 
wubed to pat your lordahipa in pottwaicio. 1 do not mean, 
that many of yoor lordihipa may not bare known it more 
perfectly oy your own prenoaa mgidnct ; but bringing to 
your rom e m bnuice the state of the cmcumslancca of tM per- 
sons with whom be acted, tbe persons and power be baa 
abused,-— 'I hare gone to tbe prmaples he maintsina, tbe 
precedents he quotes, tbe laws and authorities which be ra- 
fases to ahicb by, and those on which he rehes, and at hut I 
hare refut^ all those jdeas in bar, on which be depends, and 
for tbe effect of whkh be p re suai et on the indolgenee ami 
patience of thu eountiy, or on tbe corruption of some per- 
sons in it And here I dose vbat I b^ to cay npon this 
cayertf wichhigaiid hoping that when I open be/bre y«>ur 

1 A LatiB •cetfoce, «Uch wu^oaicdhstv, bwUud te(h« stlVs 
sWl-fasad wTUcr iX 
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lordstips tte case more particularly, so as to state rather a 
plan of the proceeding, than the direct proof of the crimes, 
your lordships mil hear me "with the same goodness and in- 
dulgence I have hitherto experienced; that you mil con- 
sider, if I have detained you long, it v?as not with a view of 
exhausting my own stren^h, or putting your patience to too 
severe a trial ; hut from the sense I mel, that it is the most 
difidcult and the moat complicated cause that was ever 
brought before any human tribunal. Therefore I was re- 
solved to bring the whole substantially before you. And 
now, if your lordships will permit me, I will state the method 
of my future proceeding, and the future proceeding of the 
gentlemen assisting me. 

I mean first to bring before you the crimes as they are 
classed and are of the same species and genus ; and how they 
mutually arose from one another. I shall first show, that 
Mr. Hastings’s crimes had root in that which is the rooKof 
aU evil, I mean avarice ; that avarice and rapacity were the 
groundwork and foundation of all his other vicious system ; 
that he showed it in setting to sale the native government of 
the country ; in setting to sale the whole landed interest of 
the country ; in setting to sale the British government and 
his own fellow servants, to the basest and wickedest of man- 
kind. I shall then show your lordships, that when, in con- 
sequence of such a body of corruption and peculation, he 
justly dreaded the indignation of his country, and the venge- 
ance of its laws, in order to raise himself a faction, embodied 
by the same guHt, and rewarded in the same manner, he has 
with a most abandoned profusion thrown away the revenues 
of the country to form such a faction here. 

I shall next show your lordships, that, having exhausted * 
the resources of the Company, and brought it to extreme 
difi&culties within, he has looked to his external resomces, 
as he calls them. He has gone up into the country. I 
will show, that he has plundered, or attempted to nhmder, 
every person dependent upon, connected, or allied with tins 
country. 

We shall afterwards show what infinite mischief has fol- 
lowed in the case of Benares, upon which he first laid his 
hands ; next, in the case of the Begums of Oude. 

We Shall then lay before you the profligate system by 
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^hich he endwTOored to opprew tint ca m i tT y, fint hy rc«- 
dents, Tiprrt by ipia xtnder toe mine of Bntnh , end 

lastly, that, pnitmttg bu "wj Mp to the mountann, he baa 
focsd out one mue^le chief irboie onmet were prot* 
pcntr of his country j that him he eodearottred to torture 
and destroy, — I do not mean m his hody, but by eihanatuig 
the treeaures which be kept for Urn benefit of ha peopk. 

In short, baring ahown your lordships that no nan, who 
is m his power, a safe from ha orbitraiy will, that no man, 
w.tbin or without; friend, eOy, nral, baa bemi from him ( 
hanng brought it to tha pomt — if 1 am not able in my own 
person imuiedately to go np into the country, and show the 
ramiflcationi of the system (I hope and trust 1 shall be spared 
to take my part in pursuing him through both, if I am not), 
I shall go at kut to the root of it , ai^ some other gentle^ 
man, with a thousand times more ability than I possess, will 
take up eodt sopsnte part in its proper order jt^Ibt^ero 
It a proposed oy the managets, one of them shall, as 
soon u possible, begin with the afiair of Bonarts. 

The point I now mean fint to bnng before your lordsbips 
Is the c or niptl oa of ilr Hastings, ba system of peeulatton 
and briboT ; and to show your wrdihips tbe borrible eonse. 
quenoes wnlidi resulted fr^ U j frir, st first sight, bribery 
and pccoUtioa do not seem to be so bomd a mat^ \ they 
may acorn to be only tbe tranafemnjr a bttle mcmoy out uf 
one podust into another } but 1 ihu show, that by such a 
system of bribery the country is undone. 

I shall inform your locdaolps in tbe best manner I can, 
and afterwards submit the whole, aa I do with a checrfai 
heart and with an easy and assured leconCy. to that ju»> 
tiee whkh la the security for ell the .ther jostke in the 
kingdom. 
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TRIAL. 

FIFTH D.\Y, 17Tit FEliKUARY, 17&9 


(^lu. Bonin:.) 

"Mt Loujis, — The gentlemen who nro nppointed hy tho 
Commons to mnimgc this prosecution hnvo clircctocl me to 
inform your lordships, that they have very carefully and at- 
tentively weighed the magnitude of the subject which they 
bring before you, ivith the time which the nature and cir- 
cumstances ofaflhirs allow for their conducting it. 

^ly lords, on that comparison they arc very apprehensive, 
that if I should go very largely into a preliminary explana- 
tion of the several matters in charge, it might be to the pre- 
judice of an early trial of the substantial merits of each article. 
We have weighed and considered this maturely. Wo hnvo 
compared exactly the time with the matter, and we have 
found that we arc obliged to do, as all men must do who 
would manage their afllurs practicably, to make our opinion 
‘ of what miglitbc most advantageous to the business conform 
to the time that is left to perform it in. Wo must, ns all 
men must, submit aflairs to time, and not think of making 
time conform to our ivishcs : and therefore, my lords, I very 
willingly fall in with the inclinations of the gentlemen with 
whom I have the honour to act, to come ns soon as possible 
to close lighting, and to grapple immediately and directly 
with the corruptions of India; to bring before your lordships 
the direct articles ; to apply the evidence to the articles, and 
to bring the matter forward for your lordships’ decision in 
that manner which the confidence we have in the justice of 
our cause demands from the Commons of Great Britain. 

My lords, these are the opinions of those with whom I 
have the honour to act, and in their opinions I readily acqui- 
esce. Bor I am far irom wishing to waste any of your lord- 
ships’ time upon any matter merely through any opinion I 
have of the nature of the business, when at the same time I 
find, that in the opinion of others it might militate against 
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the prodaohon of ita ftiQ, proper, tnd (if 1 maj- to taj) tit 
immediate e&et. 

It wai mj dedgn to cIam tb« enmea of tlie Ule Goremor 
of BeDgal-^ ihcnr tbor mntmil b«nnp»— boir thej were 
muttudlj aided and new end were formed out of eadi otiusr 
I pTopcied flrrt of all to abow your brdahipa, that they hare 
root m that wbkb u tba origin of clU eril, arance and 
TBpoG^— to abow bow that Isi. to prodigali^ of the pubbo 
money— and how prodigality of the pabM money by wart- 
ing the treaaorei of the £aat India CVimpany, fbrniiKd an 
exeuee to tbe Gorernor-General to break ita ^tb, to rloUte 
all its moft adernn engageme n ts, and to iall with a band of 
•tern, ferodoui, and unrelenting rapacity upon all tbe alliea 
and dependoaoeB of the Oomjany But 1 ahall be obliged 
m some meainre to abridge t^ plan) and as your lordiinpa 
already poeacai, from what I bad the honour to itate on ^ 
turdty, a general new of this matter, you will be in a condi* 
tkm to puma it when the aertiral artide* an nrceentod. 

Uy lords, X hare to state to-day tbe root of all tbeae mis* 
demeasoure— namdr, tbe peeuni^ eurruuUcm and tTnioe 
which gate nae and pnmaiy motion to all tbe rest of tbe 
delmqnWiea eharged to be committed by tbo QaTcrDOT> 
Geae^ 

Mt lordij^poctmUiy c or r u p ti on forms not only, aa your 
lordanipa wiU obeerre in tbe diargea before you, an arbcle 
of charmj by itsdi^ but likewise so mtermixes with tba 
wbol^ that it ia ne ce e aai j to gire, in tbe best manner I am 
ablev a Ustory of that corrupt system whid) brought on all 
tbe tnbaequent acts of co m ipti^ I wiU renture to say. 
there is no ono act, In which tyranny, malictL cruelty, and 
oppreaston can be charged, that dees not at toe same tune 
cany eridimt mada of pecuniary coTroption. 

I stated to your lordiUps on Saturoay last tbe pnnciplee 
upon which Ur Hastings goTereed bis conduct in India, and 
upon which be grounds bis defence. 'Ibese may all be re* 
doced to one short word, erW^rsry power Ify lords, if ?tr 
Hastings had contended, as other men bare onen done, tbst 
the system of gorernment wbldi he patronlict, and on which 
be aded, was a system tending on Im whole to the blctstng 
and ben^t of mankind, possibly scmetbing might be said for 
bWi for setting do to wild, ahonrd, irratlooal, and wiAsd a 
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pystcm. Something might he said to qualify the act from 
the intention. ; hut it is singular in this man, that at the time 
he tells you he acted on the principles of arbitrary power, he 
takes care to inform you that he was not blind to the con- 
sequences, hlr. Hastings foresaw, that the consequences of 
this system was corruption. An arbitrary system indeed 
must always he a corrupt one. My lords, there never was a 
rnan who thought he had no law hut his own will, who did 
not soon find that he had no end hut his own profit. Cor- 
ruption and arbitrary power are of natural unequivocal gen- 
eration, necessarily producing one another. Mr. Hastmgs 
foresees the abusive and corrupt consequences, and then he 
justifies his conduct upon the necessities of that system. 
These are things which are new in the world; for there 
never was a man, I believe, who contended for arbitrary 
power (and there have been persons wicked and foolish 
enough to contend for it), that did not pretend, either that 
the system was good in itself, or that by their conduct they 
had mitigated or had purified it ; and that the poison by pass- 
ing through their constitution had acquired salutary proper- 
ties. But if you look at his defence before the House of 
Commons, you will see that that very system upon which 
he governed, and under which he now justifies his actions, 
did appear to himself a system pregnant with a thousand 
evils and a thousand mischiefs. 

The next thing that is remarkable and singular in the 
principles upon which the Qnvernor- General acted, is, that 
when he is engaged in a vicious system, which clearly leads 
to evil consequences, he thinks hunself bound to realize all 
the evil consequences involved in that system. All other 
men have taken a directly contrary course ; they have said, 
I have been engaged in an evil system, that led indeed to 
mischievous consequences, but I have taken care by my 
own virtues to prevent the evils of the system under which 
I acted.- 

We say then, not only that he governed arbitrarily, but 
corruptly, that is to say, that he was a giver ar d receiver of 
bribes, and formed a system for the purpose of giving and 
receiving them. We wish your lordships distinctly to con- 
sider, th^t he did not only give and receive bribes accident- 
ally. as it happened, vdthout any system and design, merely 
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ju the opportunity or momentary temptation of prtit 
him to it, hat that bo haa formed plain and afiteni of ^ 
emment for the reiy parpooo of accumo hhr ig bri bo ™ 
preaenta to himaclf ifea •yatom of Mr. Haitingi’i gweo" 
ment u focb a one, I b^ere, aa tboBritMhuatkioinprtefr 
lar -win diaoim ; for I will Tentnre to eay, that, i fthc^ 
any one thmg which distjugunhea thia natkm 
aboTO another, it la that m rta office* at homo, both ja”™ 
and in the atate, there la ksa anapicion of pecmnaiy 
tion attaehmg to them than to any a^tnilar offieea m “J 
of the globe, or that hare eiiated at any time ; >0 tw 
who would aet np a ejatem of corruption, and attaa p 
juatify it upon the prtneiple of u^ity, that 
not only the nature andcWaoter of office, but tw , 
the pocolmr gloiy of the nfflnUl and jndicW oh ararter 
^hb country j and therefore m thia Houae, whjeb b 
fhe guardian of the parity of tH the offlci* of thb 
]*e ought to be callad emmeaitly and peculiarly to 


®“ke them finghtfol and odioai ; but 

gorenioT of a great empire receinng hn^ 
poor, miaerabla, indigent people, thb ia wbat 
^ •nmont iUolf oaa^ contemptible, and odioua m the ej«* 
™*^*Tnd. r 

*ird«, it b certain that eren tyranny Haelf 

colour, and appear aa more ^ 

UiT peraecution may abcU ij* 

it. l«ldn«. with if o-n Uorrk *^ 

rirtoc^ to Tri ritbn- lb"" “»* ’“ff 

bTJL?;^fS±fTo‘'^>^ 

runf*I^tfintp«t r {”ich Ujibri Or ft wi*e arJ tnc^ 

ruptadmtai»traWiof jttaM-.r bo enbiprl tbe 
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boundaiy ol o\ir govenament ? No ; there are but too strong 
proofs of bis lessening it. But his pretensions to merit are, 
that be squeezed more money out of tbe inhabitants of tbe 
country than other persons could have done, — money got by 
oppression, violence, extortion from the poor, or the heavy 
hand of power upon the rich and great. 

These are his merits. "What we charge as his demerits 
are all of tbe same nature ; for though there is undoubtedly 
oppression, breach of faith, cruelty, perfidy, charged upon 
him, yet the great ruling principle of the whole, and that 
from which you can never have an act free, is money ; it is 
the vice of base avarice, which never is, nor ever appears 
even to the prejudices of mankind to be, anything bke a 
virtue. Our desire of acquiring sovereignty in India un- 
doubtedly originated first in ideas of safety and necessity ; 
its next step was a step of ambition. That ambition, as 
generally happens in conquest, was followed by gains of 
money ; but afterwards there was no mixture at all, — it was, 
during Mr. Hastings’s time, altogether a business of money. 
If he has extirpated a nation, I will not say whether pro- 
perly or improperly, it is because (says he) you have all the 
benefit of conquest without expense, you have got a large sum 
of money from the people, and you m^ leave them to be 
governed by whom and as they will. This is directly ccpi- 
trary to the principles of conquerors. If he has at any time 
taken any money from the dependencies of the Company, he 
does not pretend that it was obtained from their zeal and 
affection to our cause, or that it made their submission more 
complete ; very far from it. He says, they ought to be in- 
dependent, and all that you have to do is to squeeze money 
from them. In short, money is the beginning, the middle, 
and the end of every kind of act done by Mr. Hastings — 
pretend'edly for the Company, but really for himself. 

Having said so much about the origin, the first principle 
both of that which he makes his merit and which we 
charge as his demerit, the next step is, that I should lay 
open to your lordships, as clearly as I can, what the sense 
of his employers, the East-India Company, and what the 
sense of the legislature itself has been upon those merits and 
demerits of money. 

My lords, the Company, knowing that these money tranii 

K 2 



1S3 


tPKECH TV Tin xTcrrLCiuaTr or 


teboDM were likaJj to inbmi that eropire nhtc-h ww flrrt 
establi^ied open them, did, in the jeer 17G5, tend emt » 
bodj of the ttrtragwt «nd meet lolmn coreiumti to tbw 
KTTanfci, that tbe^ ehoold take no precents from the 03001 x 7 
power* ooder an^ name or deecnptkm, eieept thoee thmre 
which were puhbd/ and openl/ taken for the nte of the 
Coinpon 7 , namely, temiorfet or nm qf wttmfy which might 
bo ohtiined hy treaty They difbngrmhed »i*ch prwenta 
a* were taken from any pmema pnrately and unknown to 
theta, end wrthont theu* aaUwn^, aabaidie*, and that 
tUa ii the true natore and oo&etrnetion of their order, 1 ahall 
contend, and explain aftenrarda to jerar lonlahlpa. They 
hare aaid, nothli^ ahall be taken for their pnrate nae , foe 
tbon^ in that and m emy atate there may be anbaramiy 
trrahea, by which eoma of money may be receired, yet th^ 
forbid their aerraota, thnr gortrecra, whalerer application 
they m^t pretend to make of them, to rtceire, under any 
other name or pretence, more than a eertaio ouined aimpM 
wum of money, and thia ncA withcmt the cemaent and prr> 
mfaaian of the preaiden^ to whkh they belong Thia ia tho 
aubataDce, the principle, and the aptnt of the eorenanta. and 
nil show yoor lordahipa bow radicated as erO thia of 
bribery and preaenta was judged to be 

When there eorenanti amred in India, the aerranta re* 
fated at flnt to execute thcmi and ruapended the ezecutios 
of them till they bad ennebed tbrnaelre* with prraenta. 
Sleren months elapaed, and it wm not tOl Lord Chre irachtd 
the place of bta Mtutation that the eorenanta were exc' 
cuted { and they were not exeented then without some de» 
gree of forte Boon aftenrarda the treaty was made with the 
eoontiy powers, by which Shub ul Dowls was rerstablUhed 
in the prorince of Oade, and paid a rum of £500000 to 
Company for it It was a public paymant, and there 
was not a tospiaon that a ringle ahilltng of pnrate emolti- 
ment attended it But wbetn^ ilr llaatinga had the ex* 
aiyile of othera or not, their example conld not fuatify his 
briomaa. lie war sent there to pot an end to all those ex* 
jUDjdesu The Company did exTuraslT rert him with that 
power They declared at that time that the whole of therr 
aem« was totally comipted bybnhes and pirrentij^aad by 
extraragance ana Icunry, whira parti* gare nat to themj 
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Bud t1 igo in (licir turn pnaMcd thorn to pursno tlioao ox- 
ccFscp. I'licv not only ri‘po?od tnint in tlio intoirrity of Jlr. 
llnptings, but roposod' tnint. in bin roniarhnblc fruuality nnd 
order in his nfl’airs, uhioh they conpidcn'd ns tliinj;s that din* 
tiuRTiishcd his character. lint in his di-fenco we have him 
quite in another character, no lumber the fmpnl, attentive 
servant bred to busino.^a, bred to book»he<'pinp, ns all the 
Company’s servants arc ; he now Icnows nothing of his own 
ntTnirs, knows not whelljcr he i.*: rich or poor, knows not 
what he has in tlie world. Nay, people are i>roupht for- 
ward to .say, that they know hotter than he docs what his 
alTairs are. lie is not like a c.an'ful man, bred in a coxmting- 
lionso, and by the directors pul into an oflice of the highest 
trust on account of the regularity of his niVairs ; ho is like 
one buried in the contemplation of the stars, ami knows 
nothing of the things in this world. It was then on account 
of an idea of his great integrity that the ComjMiny put liim 
into this situation. Since that he has thought proper to jus- 
tify himself, not by clearing himself of receiving bribes, hut 
by s.aying that no bad consequences rc.snUcd from it, and 
that, if any sucb evil consequences did nriso from it, they 
arose rather from hie inattention to money than from his de- 
sire of acquiring it, 

I have st.atcd to your lordships the nature of the cove- 
nants which the East-India Company sent out. Afterwards, 
when they found their servants had refused to execute these 
covenants, they not only verj' severoly reprehended even a 
moment’s delay in their e.xccution, and threatened the ex- 
acting the most strict and rigorous ])erfonnnnce of them, but 
they sent a commission to enforce the observance of them 
more strongly ; and that commission had it specially in charge 
never to receive presents. Tliey never sent out a person to 
India without recognising the grievance, and without ordering 
that presents should not be received, ns the main fundamental 
part of their duty, and upon which all the rest depended, ns 
it certainly must; for persons at the head of govermnent 
should not encourage that by example, which they ought by 
precept, authority, and force to restrain in all below them. 
That commission failing, another commission was preparing 
to be sent out with the same instructions, when an act of 
parliarilent took it up ; and that act, which gave Mr. Hast- 
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to^ poirer, did moold m tlio-rerj firtt tttmma of Idi portr 
this pmuaple in irords the moat ektir and forcible that an 
aei of parliamcmt cmld poaaihlj dense npoc U>e sahject. 
And that act was made cot ozdf upon a geoerml koovledge 
of the gnerance, but your lordships wiU see m the irports 
of that time, that penuunent had directly m nev before 
them the wh^e of teat mcmstrous bead of eo rni ptwo ondcr 
the name of presents, and aU the moostroos omaequeocct 
that foUoired it 

Now, my Iceds, erer y office of trust in its rery nstur© 
forbids the receipt of bnbes Bat Mr llastiags was forbid* 
den it first by hli oi&ctal situatioo, next by coronant and 
laiUy by act cf jparlUment'—tkat is to say, all the tblncs 
that bind mankind, or that can bbid them , — nrtt moral obh* 
^;ation inherent in the doty of tbeir office , next, the positiro 
injnnetiona of the legulatare of the country; and lastly, a 
man's own pnrate, p^inilar. Tolontaiy act and corenant 
Tlieae three, the great and omy obltgationa that btod man* 
kind, aQ united in the focus of this nngle point— that they 
should take no presents. 

I am to mark Uyoor lordships, that this law and this eore* 
nant did coosideT mdireet ways of tskiog prctcute— tsklng 
them by others, end such Uke—duectly in the rery same 
light as they coosideTrd takmg them by tbrmselyea. It b 
p^baps 8 much more dangerous way, braoso it adds to the 
enme a false, preraricatmg mode of concealing it, and makes 
it much more mischieroos by admitting others into the Tur* 
tielpstion of it 3Ir IlasUog* has said, and it b cme of the 
gemaal compUiaU of 3Ir llostio;^ that he is made anffwrr* 
able for ttie acts of other men. It is a thing inherrut in the 
nature of hU situatiocu AU tboee who enj^ a greet super* 
mtendlsg trust, which is torrgubte the whole sfTsirs of an 
CTopire, are respo osi bte for the acts and coodnet of other 
men, so far as they bad anything to do with appomtini’ them, 
or bolding them in tbeb placeo, or baring any sort of mspec* 
tiOD into their conduct. 

But when a goremor presumes to retnore from thetr 
litoations those persons whocn the pnbite anibority ami 
sanetkm of the Coenmny hare appoint^ and obtrudes upon 
tbem br rioleoce olaer persons, superseding tbe orders of 
hb maaterv, he becumef ooubly resp^tble furtbeir erod ci. 



'fTA.RREN HISTI-NGS, X8Q. 


135 


If the persons he names should be of notorious evil character 
and evil principles, and if this should be perfectly kno'w'n to 
himself, and of public notoriety to the rest of the world, then 
another strong responsibility attaches on him for the acts of 
those persons. 

Grovemors, we know very well, cannot with their own 
h::ndc be continually receiving bribes ; for then they must 
have as many hands as one of the idols in an Indian temple, 
in order to receive all the bribes which a governor-general 
may receive ; but they have them vicariously. As there are 
many ofices, so he has had various officers, for receiving and 
distributing his bribes ; he has had a great' many, some white 
and some Hack agents. The white men are loose and bceh- 
tious ; they are apt to have resentments, and to be bold in 
revenging them. The black men are very secret and myste- - 
rious ; they are not apt to have very quick resentments ; they 
have not the same liberty and boldness of language whicli 
characterize Europeans ; and they have fears too for them- 
selves, which makes it more likely that they will conceal any- 
thing committf^d to them by Europeans, Therefore Mr, 
Hastings haih tb black agents, not one, two, three, but many, 
disseminqjfcj by ^ugh the country ; no two of them hardly 
appear to bV the secret of any one bribe. He has had 
likewise his white agents — they were necessary — a Mr. 
Larkins and a hlr. Crofts. Mr. Crofts was sub-treasurer, 
and Mr. Larkins accountant-general. These were the last 
persons of aU others that should have had anything to do 
with bribes, yet these were some of his agente in bribery. 
There are few instances in comparison of the whole number 
of bribes, but there are some, where two men are in the secret . 
of the same bribe. Hay, it appears that there was one' bribe 
divided into different payments at different times — that 
one part w'as committed to one black secretary, another part 
to another black secretary. So that it is almost impossible 
to make up a complete body of all his bribery ; you may find 
the scattered limbs, some here and others there ; and while 
you are employed in picking them up, he may escape entirely 
in a prosecution for the whole. 

The first act of his government in Bengal was the most 
bold and extraordinary that I believe ever entered into the 
head of any man, — I say, of any tyrant. It was no more 
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or kM than a craeral (idnovt eicfntlAM) crmfiAoUfin, ia 
tune of profotma peace, of all the Unoed property m Bengal 
upon inort eatrAoniinaiy preteneei. StrangB u tha rtar 
appear, he did eo cotiQ«eate tt; ho put it ap to a pretended 
puoliQ, in reali^ to a prirato corrupt, auction j and tuch 
urooied landhofdon ai came to it were obUned to cooaidcr 
thenMelrei u not any lor^or pn^pnetora of^e eitat«,I,ut 
to recoenue tbemaelrea as fimner* oadgr gorernment , and 
eren tboae few that were permitted to reioain an their 
eetatee had thnr parmeot* raned at bis arbitrary diLcretum ; 
and the rest of the wads were ^ren to Cmmae g^perjd, sp* 
pointed by him and hts comnuttee, at a prke &rei/bj tM 
same arbitrary diacretiofL f / 

It la t^ecetaarr to rafonn your lordships^ that tl^ imnnrt 
of Bengal are mr the moat part terHtona) r^y^^es, 
quit rents ttsuing out of lan^ I shall say 
rt the liature of tixa propearty, of tie rights of/“^ to 
ft, or of the mode of exacting the renta, till me*' 

two of rerenoes, one of the greatest wh>eh^ ^ stall wre 
to lay before yoo, ahall be breoght befoiv Ivdihfra 

partimilarly and tpeciaily as an arttek ^vLt^WTi. I wf 
menbon it now as an exeropllficatjon of 
of coiToptwn whidi guided itr Hastings’s 

Wben the anoent nobibly the grtat p^i^Jfe• (for such I 


may call tbemh a nobOity perhaps uancietit aa of your 

lordships (snd a more tnuy noblo body/ 


idy/nerer eitstei in 


that coaracter), mr lords, when all thejnobOity, some of 
s the 1 ’ » ' - •• •• 


whom hste bonve the rank and port of pnaces, all the centry. 
all the freeholders of the country, had tpolr cstatra m that 
manner eonSseated,that ls,ather gtren tothemselres to hoU 
on the footing of farmers, or totally confiscated i when such 
so set of trraany was done, no d^be sofne good was prr- 
tcoded. confiscatKm was made by ifr ifantings, and 

the lands let to these farmers foe five yrara^ upon an idea 
which always accompanios hts acts of oppression the Idea of 
BtesW wicnt. He adopted this mode of connKnting tbs 
estates, and letting them to farmers, foe the arowed pureort 
of seeing bow much it wu pomible to tale oaf 0 / fSea 
Acrordingly be set tbem up to this wQd and wwked aoction, 


ae It would hare been if it had been a real one— eem)|4 


and treacberoos as it was. 11» set these lands up fur < 
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cuulnn who had ^ most mtorect, the gre«t«*t wealth, 
the beat icnowledm of tbe rereiitie and reaourcea of tb« 
coantrr m ‘wtudi tney liieiL Tbeae would be thought the 
nitoral, proper limnww-general of each dutnrt l?o mcb 
thing, my lord*. They are foond m the body of the people 
whom I hare menticmed to jour lordahipa. They were al> 
moat all let to Calcutta bsi^anB. Calcutta banTBua were 
the farman of alnwrt the whde. They aob-delegated to 
otben, who aometnnei had culKlelegatei under them eJ ta« 
Tba whole formed a ayatem together tbroogb the 
BUOoeMum of blade tyranta eoatterod throogb the country, 
in which you at laat find the Suropesn at the end, aome> 
tunes mdeM not hid rerr deep, not abote one between him 
and the farmer, namely, hu buyan directly, or aome other 
black peraona to re piiVnt him. Bot acme bare to mfltv . 


aged the affiur, that when you nujuire who the farmer i»— 
waa fuoh a one farmer t — No Cantoo Baboo P — No. An- 
other f — No At Uat you find three deep of fictitaoui thren- 
en. and you find the Eoropean genUemen, high m place 
and vitbrntj, the real fiumm of the tottlemect. So that 
the aemlndan were diapcMacMed, tiie countrr racked and 
rained, for the boieflt of an Eurtrpeen, under the name of a 
fiirmer i for you will eaady judge whether tboee gentlemen 
had fallen »o deeply in lore with the benyana, and thought 
ao highly of therr menta and eemcea, u to reward Mm 
with ^ the poatemoTU of the great landed intereat of the 
country Your lordihipa aro too grare, wiae, and diaceming, 
to make It neeeeaary for me to aey more upon that auMect. 
Tell im> tW the banyan* of Eoghah gentlemen, dcpcnmtnti 
on them at Calcutta, were the &rroere throughout, end I be- 
Uere 1 need not tell your lordahipa for wb^ b^ofit they 
were fanneTe. 

But there ts one of thaae, who cornea ao neeHy, indeed ao 
preetaely, witbln thi* obaerration, that it t* impocalble for 
me to paaa htm by Wboerer baa heard of Mr Hutmga'a 
Tifcma 'With any kmwlet^ of Indian ooonexlooa, has board 
of bu banyan Oantoo &boo. This man is well known In 
record* cS ihe* Ckunpan/, a* iis agent tsxerocdrjisg secret 
gifts, confiscations, and presents. You would hare imagined 
that he would at leaat hare kept im out of there, farms- 
in order to giro the measure a colour at least of dmntcr* 
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estedness, and to stow that this whole system of corrujition 
and pecuniary oppression was carried on for the beneht of 
the Company. The Governor-General and council made an 
ostensible order, by which ■ no collector or person concerned 
in the revenue should have any connexion with these farms. 
This order did not include the Governor- General in the words 
of it, but more than included him in the spirit of it ; because 
his power to protect a farmer-general in the person of his 
own servant was infinitely greater than that of any subordi- 
nate person. Mr. Hastings, in breach of this order, gave 
farms to his own banyan. You find him the farmer of great, 
of vast and extensive farms. 

Another regulation that was made on that occasion waSy 
that no farmer should have, except in particular cases, w'hich 
were marked, described, and accurately distinguished, a 
greater farm than what paid £10,000 a year to government. 
Mr. Hastings, who had broken the first regulation by giving 
apy farm at all to his banyan, finding himself bolder, broke 
the second too, and, instead of £10,000, gave him farms pay- 
ing a revenue of £130,000 a year to government. Men un- 
doubtedly have been known to be under the dominion of their 
domestics ; such things have happened to great men ; they 
never have happened justifiably in my opinion. They have 
never happened excusably ; but we are acquainted sufficiently 
with the weakness of human nature to know, that a domestic 
who has served yon in a near office long, and in your opinion 
faithfully, does become -a kind of relation : it brings on a 
great aflection and regard for his interest. How was this the 
case with Mr. Hastings and Cantoo Baboo ? Mr. Hastings 
w as just arrived at his government, and Cantoo Baboo had 
been but a year in his service ; so that he could not in that 
time have contracted any great degree of friendship for him. 
These people do not live in your house ; the Hindoo servants 
never sleep in it ; they cannot eat with your servants ; they 
have no second table, in which they can be continually about 
you, to be domesticated with yourself, a part of your being, 
as people’s servants are to a curtain degree. These persona 
live all abroad ; they come at stated hours upon matters of 
business, and nothing more. But if it had been otherwise, 
Mr. Hastings’s connexion with Cantoo Baboo had been but 
of a year’s standing : he had before served in that capacity 



140 


•pitcH nr THB umucHiDarT or 


llr who Tectnnmnided him to Mr Hotuag*. Yotjr 

iordthipi then art) to judge^ vbetber voch oatrsgeon* rK)U- 
tioQs oi aQ tile pnncipes which Mx. Haitmg* pretended 
to be guided m the eetUemeot of theae &rni« were for the 
benefit of thia old, decayed, efleotionate MiTBiit of one yecr’t 
■tanding ; yotir lordahipe will judge o( that. 

I hsTB here apoken only of the begmmng of a great nobv 
TiooM lytteio Qi comiptz^ which hranehed out to many 
wayi. and into meh a vane^ of obnaca, end haa aSicted 
kmgoom with such bomble eriU from that day to that 
I Tunture to ny it wiQinake one of the greateet,'ireight» 
leat? and moat tnaWtal parta of the eha^e that is now 
before yon i aa I beliere 1 need not teO your lordaiupa, that 
an attesDpt to aet on the whole landed intereat of a Dngdom 
to auction moat be attended, not only m that act but ercry ran* 
eeooentttl act, with most grurruna and terrible eonaequenece. 

My lordi, I will now come to a acene of pectiUtitm of 
another kindi namely, a peculation by the direct aale of offices 
of jxtaUce ) by the dif^ aale of the meceeaicma of fuidbet t 
by the sale of guardisnah)p% and tmati, held zsoat aaereo 
tBKrng the people of India , by tbeialeof thetn,&otaabdbre 
to farmert, not, oa you might imagine, to near relahona of the 
familiea, but a aale of them to the unfiiithfhl a ei r ants of those 
fimnira— their own perfidioua eemnla, who had ruined their 
ectatei, who, if any baknoea had accrued to the garemment, 
had bera the cause of tboae debta. Iboae Tury aerrants were 
put in powerorer their Oitatea, their persona, and their famOiee 
oy Mr Hsstiega for s thazoefrd p ne a . It will be prored to 
your lordaiupa m the coarse of buamett, that Mr Uaat* 
mga baa done thia in another sacred truat, themoet sacred tntat 
a man can hare , that is, in tbecase of thoM rackiela (as they 
call them), agenta or attornies, who had been aent to aaaert 
and ai^p^ the rmhta of timr miserable maaten before tbe 
cooncrf-ffoneiaL It will be prored, that theae rrckiela were 
by Mr Ilaatinga, for a pnee to be paid for it, put in posse*- 
aion of tbe rery power, ntuaboo, and estates of those maaten 
who sent them to Csieotta to defend them from wrong and 
vwlenee. Ibe tolling offices of iustke, the aale of socemKru 
in of guardonahips ana other aaered trosia, the sell* 

UJg maatexa to their aerraata, andprinapala to the ajtemtea 
they empltTcd to defend tbemsehea, were all parts of tbe 
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same system ; and these were the horrid ways m wzich he 
received bribes beyond any common rate. 

"When Mr. Hastings was appointed, in the year 1773, to 
be Q-ovemor- General of BengM, together with Mr. Barwell, 
Qnneral Clavering, Colonel Monson, and Mr. Francis, the 
Company, knowing the former corrupt state of their service 
(but the whole corrupt system of Mr. Hastings at that time 
not being known, or even suspected at home), did order 
them, in discharge of the spirit of the act of parliament, to 
make an inquiry into all manner of corruptions and malver- 
sations in office, without the exception of any persons what- 
ever. Tour lordships are to know, that the act did expressly 
authorize the court of directors to frame a body of instruc- 
tions, and to give orders to their new servants, appointed 
under the act of parliament, lest it should be supposed that 
they, by their appointment under the act, could supersede 
the authority of the directors. 

The directors, sensible of the power left in them over their 
servants by the act of parliament, though their nomination 
was taken from them, did, agreeably to the spirit and power 
of that act, give this order. 

■ The council consisted of two parties 5 Mr. Hastings and 
Mr. Barwell, who were chosen and kept there, upon the 
idea of their local knowledge ; and the other three, who 
were appointed on account of their great parts and known 
integrity. And I will venture to s^, that those three gen- 
tlemen did so execute their duty in India, in all the substan- 
tial parts of it, that they will serve as a shield to cover the hon- 
our of England, whenever this country is upbraided in India. 

They found a rumour running through the country of great 
peculations and oppressions. Soon after, when it was known 
what their instructions were, and that the council was ready, 
as is the first duty of aU governors, even when there is no 
express order, to receive complaints against the oppressions 
and corruptions of government in any part of it — they found 
such a body (and that body shah be produced to your lord- 
ships) of corruption and peculation in every walk, in every 
department, in every situation of hfo, in the sale of the most 
sacred trusts, and on the destructicn of the most ancient 
families of the country, as I believe in so short a time nc , • 
was imveiled since the world began. 
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Tbir lordflura iroald Imugine that ifr Htstmgi vcmld 
tt leaat octennlMj' bare taken •ome pert m endeercnmog io 
bring tboM c dmi ptiopa be/bre the pabUo, or that be would 
at lost bare actea with aome little management in hu oppo> 
ntiom But alail it wae not m h{s power t there wu not 
one, 1 think, bnt I am tnra reiy few, of tbeee general arbchw 
of corruption, m wduch the moat eminent figure m the Cfoini, 
the pnnopal figure ac it were m the piece, was not Blr Hact- 
inga hunaelt There were a great many othera mrohodj for 
all department! were corrapted and ntiated. But you onild 
not open a pam in which yon did not tee Mr Haaboga, or 
m which TOO md not see C^too Baboo. Either the bl^ or 
white aiiie of Mr Haathiga conitantly was ritible to the 
world in erery part of these traoaactuma. 

'With the other gentlemen who were naible too I hare at 
present so dealing Mr Haifa nge, initrod of niing Hy 
management on th^oocanoa, ioatantly ret up bta power aM 
authority diroctlr agaioat the inj;|onty of the ootm^ direct* 
]f tAisit ha eoUea^ies, directly agai^ the axrtbon^ of the 
Eaai>lndia Cocopanr and Ibe aotbocrty of the act of paida* 
xnesit, to pot a stop to all these He broke 

up the eoundl the mom^ tbc^ attempt^ to perform tha 
p^ of tbmr doty As the eridecee moltspdiM upon bun, 
tbedanng ezertuxos of hts power in aiopping bB ingmrie* in* 
creoeed continuallr But m gave e credit and antbonty to 
tbe endcmee by these attempts to suppress it. 

Tour lonUlnps hare bea^ that among tbe body of the 
accnsen of tbu oorrophon there was a pnodpal man in tbe 
country, a man of the first rank and authority in it, called 
b^ondeomar, who had tbe management of rerennea amount* 
ing to £160,000 a year, and wto bad, if really inclintsi to 
play tbe small game with wUeb be bai been cmtrged by hii 
aocQsers, abondut meani to gratify blmsdf in playing great 
ones I but >Ir Hastings has blnwelf oiren him, npon tbe 
records of tbe Company, a character i^ich would at least 
fnatify tbe council in making same inqnuy into chargg made 
oy him. 

First, bo was perfectly competent to make them, because 
be was m tbe manaffement of those afiHra tVocn which Jfr 
Haatmga is aupposM to haeo rece i T cd eotr u pt emolnmeot. 
He a^ bis son were tbe chief managcia in those transact looa. 
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He wfis therefore perfectly competent to it. — Mr. IlnsUnga 
Ins cleared his character ; for though it is true, in the con- 
tradictions in "which Mr. Hastings has entangled himself, lie 
has abused and insulted him, and particularly after his ap- 
pearance as an accuser, yet before this he has given this tes- 
timony of him, that the hatred that Imd been dnuvn upon him, 
and the general obloquy of the Englisli nation, was on account 
of his attachment to his own prince and the liberties of his 
country. Be he what he miglit, I am not disposed nor have 
T the least occasion to defend either liis conduct or his 
memory. 

It is to no purpose for Mr. Hastings to spend time in idle 
objections to the character of Nundcomar. Let him bo as 
bad as Mr. Hastings represents him. I suppose he was a 
caballing, bribing, intriguing politician, like others in that 
country, both black and white. We know, associates in dark 
and evil actions are not generally the best of men ; but bo 
that as it will, it generally happens that they are the best 
of all discoverers. If Mr. Hastings were the accuser of 
Nundcomar, I should think the presumptions equally strong 
aMinst Nundcomar, if he had acted as Mr. Hastings has act- 
ed. He was not only competent, but the most competent of 
all men to be Mr. Hastings’s accuser. But Mr, Hastings 
has himself established both his character and his compe- 
tency, by employing him against Mahomed Beza Kh&n. He 
shall not blow hot and cold. In what respect was Mr. Hast- 
ings better than Mahomed Beza Kh&n, Biat the whole rule, 
principle, and system of accusation and inquiry should bo to- 
tally reversed in general, nay, reversed in the particular in- 
stance, the moment he became accuser against Mr. Hastings ? 
Such was the accuser. He was the man that gave the bribes, 
and, in addition to his own evidence, offers proof by other 
witnesses. 

What was the accusation ? Was the accusation improba- 
ble, either on account of the subject-matter or the actor in it ? 
Does such an appointment as that of Munny Begum, in the 
most barefaced evasion of his orders, appear to your lordships 
a matter that contains no just presumptions of guilt P so that 
when a charge of bribery comes upon it, you are proparcfl in 
reject jt, as if the action were so clear and proper, thatjvo 
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nun ecold sttribnio it to cs improper motmi P m ia 
the mUf t* Mr HastmgB a man B^punst "wham a ebaj^ ci 
bribfay u unpToliable P "Wly, to own* it He la • pro- 
teMOT of it He reduces it into Kteme and sjatem . He 


glanee m it He turuB U to ment, sud deelam it ii the 
Belt way of it^lying tfie engericiee of the Oompeny TVhj 
tbcjtefore itoxiid it be bdd unpiobablo P— -But I caimot meiw 
tiou thu proceeding without eWue and horror 

My loo^ wheel thi* nan &pp««Ttd as the aocuMr of ilr 
HaatmgB, n be was a man of nd ebjowetor, it was a great 
adrante^ to Mr Hastings to be accused by a man of that 
deser^tioa. There was no likcHbood of any great credit 
be’^ giTcn to him. 

This person, who, m one of tboee aalet of which I bare 
alrea^ yon some aceonnt m the history of the last 
penod cu the rercdutkina of Bengal, had been, or tbongbt be 
usd been, cheated of Ida money, made seme dneerrenea. 


and been guilty of that great irresdKible sin in India, the 
disdofore of peeolatiou. ^e afterwards emne with s seeemd 
dasdoaure, and was lik^y to hare o^nm enough upon the 
occasion. Ho directly charged Mr Hasti^ with the re- 
ceipt of bribee amounting together to about sterling, 


ceipt of bribee amounting together to about sterling, 

girtt by faimiall^ on hia own account and that of Sfunny 
Begum. The charge was accompenied with erery partico* 
Isr, whi^ could bcillUte proof or deteetam, time, 
persani, speciea, to whom paid, by whom reared. Here 
was a feir opp ortu nity for Bihr Hastings at once to defeat the 
of his enemies, and to clear his charweter to the world. 
His c otij se was different. He railed much at the accuser, 
hut did not attempt to refbte the accuwtusi. He refusea to 
permit the inquay to go on, attempts to dtssolre the council. 


oommsnds his benyan not to attend. !Ihe cotmol, however, 
goes on, to the bettoen, and resolret that tbe charge 

was pnrred, and that the money ought to go to the Company 
Mr Hastings than broke up the eounol, I will not sar 


whether Icgal^ or fflecalfy The Company’s law oorasf 
thought ho might legally do it \ hut he corruptly did it, an* 


5 it \ hut he corruptly did it, and 


left no room to judge hut that It was done for the 

screening of his own guilt j lor a man may use a legal power 


corruptly, and for Im thamefol aiu detes^(p pur- 
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poses. And tlms matters continued, till lie commenced a 
criminal prosecution affaiust this man — this man, whom ho 
dared not meet as a defendant. 

Mr. Hastings, instead of answering the charge, attacks the 
accuser. Instead of meeting the man in front, he endeav- 
oured to go round, to come upon his flanks and rear, but 
never to meet him in the face upon the ground of his accu- 
sation, as he was bound by the express authority of law and 
the express injunctions of the directors to do. If the bri 
bery is not admitted on the evidence of Nundcomar, yet his 
suppressing it is a crime — a violation of the orders of the 
court of directors. He disobeyed those instructions ; and if 
it be only for disobedience, for rebeUioti against his masters 
(putting the corrupt motive out of the question), I charge 
him for this disobedience, and especially on account of the 
principles upon which he proceeded in it. 

Then he took another step ; he accused Nundcomar of a 
conspiracy, which was a way he then and ever since has 
used whenever means were taken to detect any of bis own 
iniquities. 

And here it becomes necessary to mention another circum- 
stance of history, that the legislature, not trusting entirely 
to the governor-general and council, had sent out a court of 
justice to be a counter-security against these corruptions, 
and to detect and punish any such misdemeanours as might 
appear. And this court, I take for granted, has done great 
services. 

Mr. Hastings flew to this court, which was meant to pro- 
tect in their situations informers against bribery and corrup- 
tion, rather than to protect the accused from any of the pre- 
liminary methods which must indispensably be used for the 
purpose of detecting their guilt; he flew to this court, charg- 
ing this Nundcomar and others with being conspirators. 

A man might be convicted as a conspirator, and yet after- 
wards live ; he might put the matter into other hands, and 
go on with his information; nothing less than stone-dead 
would do the business. An d here happened an odd concur- 
rence of circumstances. Long before Nundcomar preferred 
his charge he knew that Mr. Hastings was plotting his ruin, 
and that for this purpose he had used a man whom he, 
NimdSomar, had turned out of doors, called Mohun Persiaud. 

VOI . VU I. 
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Hr hod soea paper* ptit upon tbo Ixnrd AiTf^g 

him with thi* prenota plot for the deetruction of Ncraaeo* 
mar; •ndthMioeiiticsilperBoii.irohunFerMQd.wbomNani- 
oomar bad Purged 01 Mr Hastingii'itisocuite m ^dotting bu 
nim, wai now again brtmght forward u the principal en- 
deuce agamrt hrm. I wfll not enter (God fortitd I ihoiild) 
into the partioalara of the enbecquent tml of Ncndcomar} 
bot JOB win find the marks and tranters of it to be these 
Ton win find a close oonoectiOD between Mr Hsatuigf and 
the chief juitiee, which we ahall prore, "We shall prore 
that one m the witnease* wbo appeared there was a person 
who had been before, or baa amce been, concerned with }Ir 
Hiitingi m hn nuKt uuqoitous traasactiaiu. Ton will dud, 
what ia Tecj odd, that m this tnal for {orgerT-^ with which 
this man stood charged, forgei7 m a prirate tranaaction, all 
the persons wbo wore witnesses, or parties to it, had bAm, 
before or tiae^ the partumUr friends of Mr Hastings p—in 
short, persona mrm that rshble wi& whom Mr Hasti^ was 
wncmed, both before and smee, is rarions tnnsecbona asd 
MgotiaWis of the most oimioal kind. Bot the law took 
its course. I hare nothing more to sej than that the man 
u goiie~hiiu^ ^ It did so 

happen loeki^ far ilr Hastu^s — it so happened that the 
reW of Mr lUatingi and the justice of the court, and the 
resolattOQ nerer to relax its ngonr, did all concor just at a 
happ/ niok of tune and mocnect } and Mr Hastings accord* 
Inmr had the full benedt of them all. 

ius aceoser wu supposed to be what men mar be, and 
yet re^ competent for oetsisers — nainelj, one of his aceotn* 
pbces in gnil^ actions , one of those persons who mar bare 
a groat deal to mj of bribes. All that 1 contend for that 
he was in the closest fntimaiy with Mr Hastings, was m a 
situation for ^ring bribes j and that Mr Hutmgs was prored 
afrerwards to hare rcoelT^ a sam of moeiojr from him, which 
mar be wall referred to bribes. 

I^is example had its use in the way in wU^ it was in* 
tended to operate, and in whkh alone it could operate. It 
did not discourage fo^enosj th^ went on st tbcir utoal 
rate, nritber more nor lets. Bat it put an end to all acensa* 
twns against aH persons in power for anr corrupt praetket 
Mr Hastiogi obserres that no man in Indcs complaiiu os 
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tim. It is generally true. Tbe voice of all India is stopped. 
All complaint was strangled with the same cord that strangled 
Nundcomar. Tliis murdered not only that accuser, hut all 
future accusation ; and not only defeated but totally viti- 
ated and reversed all the ends for which this country, to its 
eternal and indelible dishonour, had sent out a pompous em- 
bassy of justice to the remotest parts of the globe. 

But though ISTundcomar was put out of the way by the 
means by v^eh he was removed, a part of the charge was 
not strangled with him. Whilst the process against jNund- 
comar was carrjung on before Sir Elijah Impey, the process 
was continuing against Mr. Hastings in other modes ; the 
receipt of a pai’t of those bribes from Munny Begum, to the 
amount of £16,000, was proved against him ; and that a sum, 
to the same amount, was to be paid to his associate, Mr. 
Middleton, as it was proved at Calcutta, so it will be proved 
at your lordships’ bar to your entire satisfaction, by records 
and living testimony now in England. It was indeed ob- 
liquely admitted by Mr. Hastings himself. 

The excuse for this bribe, fabricated by Mr. Hastings, 
and taught to Munny Begum, w'ben he found that she was 
obliged to prove it against him, was, that it was given to him 
for his entertainment, according to some pretended custom, 
at the rate of £200 sterling a day, whilst be remained at 
Mooi-shedabad. My lords, this leads me to a few reflections 
on the apology or defence of this bribe. We shall certainly. 
I hone, render it clear to your lordships that it was not paid 
in this manner as a daily allowance, but given in a gross 
sum. But, take it in his own way, it was no less illegal, 
and no less contrary to his covenant ; but if true under the 
circumstances it was an horrible aggravation of his crime. 
The first thing that strikes is, that visits from Mr. Hastings 
are pretty severe things ; and hospitality at Moorshedabad is 
an expensive vi^e, though for provision it is one of the 
cheapest countries in the universe. No wonder that Mr. 
Hastings lengthened his visit, and made it extend to near three 
mouths. Such hosts and such guests cannot be soon parted. 
£200 a day for a visit 1 it is at the rate of £73,000 a year 
for himself ; and as I find his companion was put on the 
s^e allowance, it will he £146,000 a year for hospitality tc 
two English gentlemen. ^ 

I. 9 



145 


•men IT rer unuemexTr or 


I brim tiat tbew » iKit » primx in Etm^pe ■wbo pv* 
to »uch espewiTe botptah^ of But* that rwj 

car jthige of the true natore of thb hf*j«italitT of correp. 
bem, 1 tanat brin^ befeer rtn the bimnww of tie rmtoe »al 
the condition of boat, m *tatcd br Mr. U**W* himKi^ 
who boat knoira what ho lott doio^. ’ 

He waa then at the rid captcd of Bene*!, at the tiree cf 
thi* orprtwtre catertamment. on a btmtw** ^ teCrcnchaMif, 
and for the eataWahiaent of a meal hanh, tigoToo*, aiid op- 
prcaaive eowkcnr. He wahe* the taak were nwtgpt-i to 
•pmta of a lej* pmtle kmd Br Mr. Haatinpa'^ aeeonat, 
trt waa piTnti; diur and hoortr wound* to hw homanitr m 
depnriae of their •nrtmaaee bnadred* of rvw o at * of the'an- 
ctent noDxlitr of a great fiilen tmedonx. Vet it wa* »n the 
Bidat cf tho galling dotr, it wa* at that tttt njomeat «f hi* 
tender acmibuitT. that the critvted moxael* {dueled 
frvea the fiimwhiM coouth* of buadred* of deeaird. indigcat, 
and atamog noKbtr he goty e d In* raTrnoM maw with 
3^X) a Jar for hia eatmaunnent. In the comae of aH tha 
pnwedias roar lerdaSip* wiD nc* £m 1 to ohaerre, he » new 
corrapt, but he t* cruel t he nercr dine* with weafort, but 
where he la lore to create a Cuaiaei. necetryrd>h*ftoathe 
I locee •uperdmtT of *tandmg greatne** , hedcrouiathefidleu, 
the mdigeot. the oecv*«tou*. Ilia citQrtv,>a t* not like the 
genecem* raj^citr cf the p tmeclT eagle, who anatcite* awar 
the Urtoc atroq^hag prer : he w a Ttdrore^ who ftvd* up^ 
the pTvatrate, the ^og. and the dead. A* hi* erttritr ia 
taow »luwiing than hw ivmiplien. ao hi* hrjvxTwr "ha* 
Kunrthmg oore frightful than Iw* ercritr. For whiht hi* 
Woc^ and rap»eivH» hind «cn» proacnpttv-m*, and cow 
aweera awar the fivd of the widow and the cephaa. ht* e^ 
OTtrflerr with tear*, and he eonrert* tSe healing balra, tW 
bleed* freca wounded hnsanitr, ujto a naccrou* and deaJhr • 
powon to the race of man. 

■\Vril, the-o wa* aa «d to ihi* tragi? mtertaiatBent, thx* 
feart of Taatalua. The frw left on the pest»oa b»t> the 
poor remnant* that had eeoappd, were Iher p^ hr hi* •i' 
jniawtratrix and deputr dCwnr R>pm f Xot a riiniing. 
Xo fewer than fatr-ome prtitK^ ooitlr frvwa tSe w>do« 
ef the rteat«t aal tac*t *p!endid h<w* of Pengiil. ewne 
before the cvtacril* mjiag la the mo*t deplonWe maaee 
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for some sort of relief out of the pittance assigned them.' 
His colleagues, General Clavering, Colonel Monson, and Mr. 
Francis, — men who, when England is reproached for the go- 
vernment of India, wall, I repeat it, as a shield be held up 
between this nation and infamy, — did, in conformity to the 
strict orders of the directors, appoint Mahomed Eeza Khan 
to his old offices, — that is, to the general superintendency of 
the household and the administration of justice, — a person 
who by his authority might keep some order in the ruling 
family and in the state. The court of directors authorised 
them to assure those offices to him, with a salary reduced 
indeed to £30,000 a year, during his good behaviour. But 
Mr. Hastings, as soon as he obtained a majority by the death 
of the two best men ever sent to India, notwithstanding the 
orders of the court of directors, in spite of the public faith 
solemnly pledged to Mahomed Eeza Elhkn, ivithout a shadow 
of complaint, had the audacity to dispossess him of aU his 
offices, and appoint his bribing patroness, the old dancing- 
gjrl, Munny Begum, once more to the vice-royalty and all its 
attendant honours and functions. 

The pretence was more insolent and shameless than the 
act. Modesty does not long survive innocence. He brings 
forward the miserable pageant of the Nabob, as he called 
him, to he the instrument of his own disgrace, and the scan- 
dal of his family and government. He makes him to pass 
by his mother, and to petition us to appoint Munny Begum 
once more to the administration of the vice-royalty. He 
distributed Mahomed Eeza Khdn's salary as a spoil. 

"When the orders of the court to restore Mahomed Eeza 
Khdn, with their opinion on the corrupt cause of his removal, 
and a second time to pledge to him the public faith for his 
continuance, were received, Mr. Hastings, who had been just 
before a pattern of obedience, when the despoiling, oppress- 
ing, imprisoning, and persecuting this man was the objeefy 
yet when the order was of a beneficial nature, and pleasant 
to a well-formed mind, he at once loses all his old principles, 
he grows stubborn and refractory, and refuses obedience. 
And in this sullen, uncomplying mood he continues, until, to 
gratify Mr. Francis in an agreement on spme of their differ- 
ences, he consented to his proposition of obedience to the ap- 
pointment of the court of directors. He grants to his ar- 
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I before that tWe b not » prinee in 'EnriTpQ wbo f^oo* 
to *ucb nxpentiTe boepitahtj of iplenilonr Bat, tiiAt job 
ia»y rodgo of the troe nature of thu boapitality of oorrop- 
tion, I mnit bnntf before jouibe bosmasa of the Ymtor and 
the oondition of »e boat, ea atated Mr Haatmga htrwftlf , 
irho beat knowi nhat he vaa doing 

He iru then, at the edd capital of Bengal, at the tune of 
tbifl enpenfiTe enterttunment, on a bneineae ol retrenehment, 
and for the eatobliahment of a moet hajih, ngorona^ and op* 
preaaiTB eoemomT- He wbbea the task were aangned to 
apmta of a le«a j^tle kmd- By^ Mr Haatuigi a account, 
he wa* gmng dauf and hourly wonnda to hia namanity m 
depnrmg of thor anatenanee hondreda of pCTaona of the an* 
dent Doblltty of a great {alien kingdom. Xet it waa m the 
midst of thu nllmg dotr, rt na at that rery moment of hb 
tender aensibmty, ^t frem tbe ooUccted inonela plocked 
from the funuhM moutha of hondreda of decayed, indigent, 
and atarring nobEity hpe gorged hn rerenoua maw with 
£200 a day m hii entertBinment. In the coune of all tiua 
proceeding yoor lordihipa will not to obaerre, he u nerar 
eorrnpt, but he u cruel ( he nerer dinn with comfort, but 
where he la tore to create a {amine. He nerer roba from the 
looee anperfluiU of itanding greatneea ( be deroara the {alien, 
the mdigent, t^ neceantoua. Hia extorbon u not like the 
generoui rspociW of the prineely eagle, who anatches away 
the hnng atrugAng preyi he u a r^ture, wbo fteda npon 
the proabato, tbo dying, and the dead, Aa hia croelW la 
more ahookiDg than bn comipHon, to hia bypoerby nu 
aomething more fnghtful than nia ernelty For whOit bit 
bloody and reporioua hand airna proeerlptiona, and now 
aweepa away the food of the widow and the orphan, hia ere# 
orernow with team, and ho eonferta tbo healing halm, that 
bleeda from woondM humanity, into a nuicoroua and deadly 
pmaon to the race of mao. 

■Well, there waa an end to thU tragic entertainment, tbU 
feaat of Tantaloj, The few left on the penaJou Ibt, the 
poor remnanta that had eaceped, were they paid by hia ad* 
miniatratrii and deputy Sfanny Begum f Vot a ahiUiof 
I«o fower than fortr nine petitiona, moatly from the widowa 
of the greateat aiul moat aplendid booaea of Ben^gil, came 
before the council, praying m the most deplorable namirr 
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for some sort of relief out of the pittance assigned them.' 
ELia colleagues, General Olavering, Colonel Monson, and Mr. 
Francis, — men who, when England is reproached for the go- 
vernment of India, will, I repeat it, as a shield he held up 
between this nation and infamy, — did, in conformity to the 
strict orders of the directors, appoint Mahomed Eeza Khan 
to his old offices, — that is, to the general superintendency of 
the household and the administration of justice, — a person 
who hy his authority might keep some order in the ruling 
family and in the state. The court of directors authorised 
them to assure those offices to him, with a salary reduced 
indeed to £30,000 a year, during his good behaviour. But 
Mr. Hastings, as soon as he obtamed a majority by the death 
of the two best men ever sent to India, notwithstanding the 
orders of the court of directors, in spite of the public faith 
solemnly pledged to Mahomed Beza Kh&n, Avithout a shadow 
of complamt, had the audacitjr to dispossess him of all his 
offices, and ^point his bribing patroness, the old dancing- 
girl, Munny Begum, once more to the vice-royalty and aU its 
attendant honours and functions. 

The pretence was more insolent and shameless than the 
act. Modesty does not long survive innocence. He brings 
forward the miserable pageant of the Hahoh, as he called 
him, to he the instrument of his own disgrace, and the scan- 
dal of his family and government. He makes him to pass 
by his mother, and to petition us to appoint Munny Begum 
once more to the administration of the vice-royalty. He 
distributed Mahomed Beza Khftffis salary as a spoil. 

"When the orders of the court to restore Mahomed Beza 
Eliffii, with their opinion on the corrupt cause of his removal, 
and a second time to pledge to him the public faith for his 
continuance, were receive^ Mr. Hastings, who had been just 
before a pattern of obedience, when the despoiling, oppress- 
ing, imprisoning, and persecuting this man was the object^ 
yet when the order was of a beneficial nature, and pleasant 
to a well-formed mind, he at once loses all his old principles, 
he grows stubborn and refractory, and refuses obedience. 
And in this sullen, uncomplying mood he continues, until, to 
gratify Mr. Francis in an agreement on spme of their differ- 
ences, he consented to his proposition of obedience to the ap- 
pointment of the court of directors. He grants to his ar- 
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TOBgfinent of conreiorace irlutt he had reftued to bk dntr 
and xrpUcM that magatrate. Sut mark the double charactn 
of the man, nrrer true to an^hmg but fraud and duplta^ 
At the tame time that be pobhdj replace* thn manstrate, 
oretending comphaiK* anth hi* colleague and ohedwioce to 
^ maitert, he £d, in deOance of hts oim anu the public 
lluth, pmatety tend an ewoiance to the ^aboh, that it, to 
ifunny Begum, mfonmng her that he waj compelled by nece** 
tit r to the pretent armi^enient m Jrnmr of nithomed Beta 
Khin , but that on the mat opportunity be irould certainly 
dttplace him agaim And he kept frith inth hit co i r up hon , 
ana to thow Ttmlr any erne loogbt protectrao m the 


TThAn from the bentenancy and coutrullenbjp, leanng him 
onty the ju(&tal department miserably curtailed. 

But does he adhere to hia old pretence of freedom to the 
IS'aboh* jSo SDch thmg Ho i^pomta an aheolute master to 
him under the nante of reaidep^ a creatnr* of bn peraozial 
CsTOur, Sir J DoileT, fruro whom there u imA one r^hlo of 
comepondenoe, an^ not one item of aecoant. fierr gneroos 
this Toke vas to th^ tnmerable captrre ippeart W a papor 
of Me Hastmgt, m vhi^ be admoarled^ that tto l^^aMh 
bad offered, out of the ^60g000 payable to him yearly, to 
gtre up to the Com pa nr nol^thm £40,000 ayear,in order 
to hare tiie free £tpoaal of the rest. Oo this all comment 
IS superflooua. Tour kodships are fomisbed mth a standard 
br uhich too msr estimate bis real reenpt from tha rereone 
assigned to h™ , the nature of the pretended resident, and 
ita prtdaloTy effixts. ItwfllctfefQlleredittowhstirasjgene- 
raDymiDDared and bdirred, that robstantmllT and beoelkssllr 
the Tihob Dcrer recerred £50 out of the £100j000 , which 
win account for ha known porerty and wretchedDeo, and 
that of all ahoot ham. 

Thus br bis cear upt tnffie of bribea with one ecandsloui 
wocian he du vi seed and enfeebled the nstira Mahomedsn 


g mmim eat, captired the person of the sorereign, and 
T T T n#« d ai:d subrerted the Juitiee of the country \Vhat is 
worse, the steps taken for the murder of hnDdeomar, his ae* 
reset, hate eoaStmed and tanctvao. not enW to the 

eoenqjtJCQS tha prae tj cd by tbegoTerDor-general,fcot to aD 
cf whkh be bas tmee been gaSUr Thu will fonuth your 
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lordillips "witli some general idea, whicli will enable y 
judge of the bribe for wbicb be sold the coimtry gc 
ment. 

Under this head you will have produced to you full 
of his sale of a judicial office to a person called Kh&n i 
Khan, and the modes he took to frustrate aU inqmry oi 
subject upon a wicked and false pretence, that accordii 
his religious scruples he could not be sworn. 

The great end and object I have in view is to sho 
criminal tendency, the mischievous nature, of these ci 
and the means taken to elude their discovery. I am 
gi\’ing your lordships that general view, which may ser 
characterize Mr. Hastings’s administration in all the 
parts of it. 

It was not true in fact (as Mr. Hastings gives out] 
there was nothing now against him, and that when h 
got rid of Nundcomar and his charge he got rid of thei 
No such thing. An immense load of charges of bribe 
mained. They were coming afterwards from every p 
the province ; and there was no office in the executi 
justice which he was not accused of ha\'ing sold in the 
flagitious manner. 

After all this thundering the sky grew calm and clea 
Mr. Hastings sat -with recorded peculation, with pecu 
proved upon oath on the minutes of that very counci 
sat at the head of that council and that board whei 
peculations were proved against him. These were 
wards transmitted, and recorded in the registers of his 
ters, as an eternal monument of his corruption, and i 
high disobedience, and flagitious attempts to prevent 
covery of the various peculations of which he had 
guilty, to the disgrace and ruin of the country commit 
his care. 

^Ir. Hastings' after the execution of Nundcomar, 
had intended to make even a decent and commonly se 
use of it, would naturally have said, this man is justly 
away, who has accused me of these crimes ; but as the 
other witnesses, as there are other means of a forth 
quiry, as the man is gone of whose peijuries I might 
reason i-o be afraid, let us now go into the inquiry, I 
he did very iU not *'0 go into the inquiiy when the ma; 
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tHr® , trat be it », tlut b® irM afraid of bun and iraJtod t31 
bo wu remored, wbj not afterwardi go mto eucb anmqmry f 
■Wbj not go mto an mqolry of aH tbo other pooulatiaDa and 
ehai^ea upon bun, wiuoti were umumerable, one of iphich I 
bare jort mentioned m partiaalar, the charge of Munnj 
gum — of baTing rtoeiTcd from her, or her adoptod ton, a bnbo 
of £40,000 P 

li it fit fr» a goremor to eay^will Mr Haatmga 
aa/ before tbu aumirt aa»emb)j,— 1 maj be accuaed in 
a eoort of ^uatice, I am upon mj defence ; ]et all charge* 
remiun againat me, I will not gire an acootmt P Ii 
it fit that a goTeroor thonld ait with recorded bribery 
noon bun at the bead of a pubbo board and the go v ernment 
oi a great kingdom, when it u tn hia power bj inquiry to do 
it awaj P No j the chaatrty of ^laracter of a man m that 
ntuatajra ought to be aa dear to bun aa bu innocence. Nar, 
more depended upon it. Hi* nmocenco regarded hnnaelt j 
hu eharaeter r^arded the pobho jaatiee, regarded b» 
authontj, and tbe respect doe lo the nnglvh m that eomv 
try I charge it upon bun, that not omy did be luppreei 
tbe inquiry to tbe b^ of bte powto’ (and rt ibaQ be proved), 
but be (fid not in any one initance endeaTour to dear off 
that impntafaon and reproadi frrom tbe Eoriiib gorenunemt. 
He went further, be never denied hardly any cf tboae 
charge* at tbe tune. They are *o numertroi that 1 cannot 
be pontive ; eome of them be might meet with aome aort of 
denial, but tbe moat port he did not. 

The flr*t thing a man under auch an accuaatioix owe* to 
tbe world i» to deny the chaiwj next to put it to tbe proof | 
and lajtly to let inquiry freely go on. lie did not permit 
tbu, but stopped it all lo bis power I am to mention som e 
exceptions pmrap* hereafter, which will tend to fortify the 
principle tenfold- 

He promued indeed tbe eoort of director* (to whom b* 
never denied the {arts) a full and liberal explanation of tbe*e 
tmuaetkm* j which full and liberal explanation bo never gave, 
hlany yeart patsed j even paHuunent took noheo of it , and 
he ntrrer rare them a liberal explanation, or any erpUnrtion 
at all, of tnem. A man may asy, I am threatened with a suit 
in a court, and it may bo rety dbadTantageon* to mp if T 
ducloso my defence. Hiat a a proper answer for a man In 
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common life, wlio lias no particular character to sustain j but 
is that a proper answer for a governor accused of bribery ? 
that accusation transmitted to bis masters, and bis masters 
^ving credit to it? Good God! is that a state in which a man 
IS to say, I am upon the defensive ? I am on my guard ? 1 
will give you no satisfaction ? I have promised it, but I have 
already deferred it for seven or eight year” ? Is not this tan- 
tamount to a denial ? 

Mr. Hastings, with this great body of bribery against him, 
was providentially freed from Nundcomar, one of his ac- 
cusers ; and as good events do not come alone (I think there 
is some such proverb), it did so happen that all the rest, or a 
great many ot them, ran away. But, however, the recorded 
evidence of the former charges continued ; so new evidence 
came in ; and Mr, Hastings enjoyed that happy repose which 
branded peculation, fixed and eternized upon the records of 
the Company, must leave upon a mind conscious of its own 
integrity. 

My lords, I will venture to say, there is no man but owes 
something to his character. It Is the grace, undoubtedly, of 
a virtuous, firm mind often to despise common, vulgar ca- 
lumny ; but if ever there is an occasion in which it does be- 
come such a mind to disprove it, it is the case of being 
charged in high office with pecuniary malversation, pecuniary 
corruption. There is no case in which it becomes an honest 
man — much less a great man — to leave upon record specific 
charges against him of corruption in his government, without 
taking any one step whatever to refute them. 

Though Mr. Hastings took no step to refute the charges, 
he took many steps to punish the authors of them ; and 
those miserable people who had the folly to make complaints 
against Mr. Hastings, to make them under the authority of 
an act of parliament, under every sanction of public faith, 
yet in consequence of those charges every person concerned 
in them has been, as your lordships will see, since his resto- 
ration to power, absolutely undone ; brought from the high- 
est situation to the lowest misery ; so that they may have 
good reason to repent they ever trusted an Engbsh council, 
that they ever trusted a court of directors, that they ever 
truate^ an English act of parliament, that they ever dared to 
make their complaints. 
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And horelchnrronponMr H»iting», that bynewliking 
a nDgle etap to wfeat or detect tlM fklaeho^ of tsj (4 
thoao dierge* agamit him, mod bj prnnahiDg tbe autbon of 
them, he w been gniltj of aa^ a eabrenion of all the 
principlea of Bntub gorenunoit aa will deaerre and will, I 
dare mj, meet jonr lordshipa* moat sercre ammadremoa 

In the conne of thii inquiry ve find a tort of pease m 
hit peoulatiana, a aort of gap m the history, aa if pegoa were 
tom out No longer we meet with the same aotiTi^ in 
money that waa before found, not eren a trace of 
complimentaiT preaenti la to be finmd m the recorda darmg 
the time whmE Oenernl Clarering, Oolooel Monaon, ana 
Jlr Franaa formed the mnonty of the coundL Ibero 
•eemi to hare been a kmd of truce with that sort of eocdiiot 
for a while, and h£r Hastinn rested upon his arms. How* 
erer, tbe rery moment Mr Hastings retuTDcd to power, pecu* 
lation began again just at the same instant , the moment we 
fiud him Eree from the compulsion and terror of a majority 
of panw os otherwise dispoecd than bimiel.C we find turn at 
hia peoulatioQ tgam. 

My lords, at uu time rery mHous fuquines had begun m 
the House of Oommoua ooncenunn peculation. They dKl 
not go directly to Bengal, but they began upon the co^ of 
Coromandel, and with tbe pnnapal goremora there There 
waa, boworer, an unirersal opmiOT (and justly fruraded) tlut 
these roqoines would go to far greater lengths, Jlr Hasting* 
was reaolrod then to change the whole course and order of 
his proceeding Nothing could persuade him upon any ac* 
count to lay aside hu system of bribery, that be was re- 
solred to per se r er e in. Tbe pomt waa now to reconoOe it 
with hu aafety Tbe first thing be did waa to attempt to 
conceal it, and accordiaglr we find him depositing rery great 
sums of money In tbe public treasury through the means of 
tbe two persons I wre alremJy mentioned, namely, the 
dspnty-treasnrer and the accomptant, paring them in and 
takiag bonds for them as money of his own, and bearing 
legal interest- 

T)}u was his method of endearouring to eonceal some at 
hi* hfibif* (fi^ I htr^ r/we 

lordihipa to think, that I beliere that these were K*» 
bnbcs, for there u ruaaon to think tbero waa an infinite 
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mimljer besides) ; but it did so bnp^icn tlmt llioj were tlioso 
bribes ^vhicb he (bought might be discorercd, poitiC orwliicli 
he knc^v were discovered, and all of which he knew might 
become the pubjcct of a parliament arj' inquiry. 

]Mr. Hastings said ho might have conccalcti tlicm for ever. 
Every one knows the facility of concealing corrupt tnnisac- 
tions cvcr^-Avlicrc, in India particularly. But this is by him- 
eelf proved not to be universally true, at least not to be true 
in his own opinion. For he tells you in his letter from Chel- 
tenham that he troulJ have concealed the Nabob’s £100,000, 
but that the magnitude rendered it ea.'^y of discovery. He, 
therefore, avows an intention of concealment. 

But it happens here ver)' singularly, that this sum, which 
his fc.ars of discover)' by others obliged him to discover him- 
happens to' be one of those of which no trace wlmtso- 
ever appears, c.vccpt merely from the operation of his own 
apprehensions. There is no collateral testimony; Middle- 
ton knew nothing of it; Anderson knew nothing of it. It 
was not directly communicated to the faithful Larkins or 
the trusty Crofics — which proves indeed the facility of con- 
cealment. The fact is, you find the application always ujion 
the discovery. But concealment or aiscovery is a thing of 
accident. 

The bribes which I have hitherto brought before your 
lordships belong to the first period of his bribery, before he 
thought of the doctrine on which he has since defended it. 

There are many other bribes which we charge him with 
having received during this first period, before an improving 
conversation and close virtuous connection with gre.at lawyers 
had taught him bow to practise bribes in such a manner as 
to defy detection, and instead of punishment to plead merit. 
I am not bound to find order and consistency in guilt ; it ia 
the reign of disorder. The order of the proceeding, ns far 
as I am able to trace such a scene of prevarication, direct 
fraud, falsehood, and falsification of the public accounts, was 
this : — From bribes he knew ho could never abstain ; and his 
then precarious situation made him the more rapacious. He 
knew that a few of his former bribes had been discovered, 
declared, recorded ; that for the moment indeed he was se- 
cure, because all informers had been punished, and all con- 
cealers rewarded. He expected hourly a total change in the 
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emrooH , and that men likft ClaTenng and llcnoaon im^ \» 
again joined to IVincii, that aome great arenger aho^ tnae 
fr^ tbeff aihea,— “ iCronora eh^vu nAtim* es otriitu 
/or,” — and that a more aerero mreatigaticjn and an infinitely 
more full diaplaj would be made of hn robbery than hitherto 
had been time. He therefore began m the agony of hta 
guQt to east about for aome dence by which he might eoo 
tinuo ha aSeaee^ if poaaiblo, with unponity, — and poenbly 
make a merit of it He tl^Bfor© flrrt carefully perused the 
act of pari lament fortTiddmg bribery, and fan dd corenant 
engaging bun not to reoeiTB prestmta. And here he was 
more aoccetafnl than opozi fonser occamona. If erer an act 
wrna atudtonBlT and carefully framed to prerent bribery, it ii 
that law of toe thirteenth of the king; which, be well ob* 
aerrea, admita no latitude of oonatmotion, no aubterfuge, i» 
escape, no eraaiom Yet haa be found a defence of hia cnmea 
eren m the rery pronaiona which were made for their pi^ 
vention and fb^ poniahmant. Bemdea the penai^ wbch 
bekan to er cy inibrmrr, the Boat Indu OompnDT was in< 
▼eaten with a action of properiy m all tueh bribea, m onlrr 
to drag them with more urility oot of tbe eorrupt hondi 
winch held them. The corenant, with an exception of £100. 
and the act of parhament without any exception, declare 
that tiie goreriKrt'-general and cocncfl ahonld receiTe no pre- 
aenta Jbr ikstr ovn «m. He there&re concluded that the 
ayatem of bribery and extortton might he clandeatinely and 
aafely carried on, prcmded (he party taking the bribe* bad on 
inwiM intention and mental reaerTatloo tut they abonld be 
cnrately applied to the Oompacy^a aemce, in any way the 
Dribcr ahonld think Qti and that on many occaviocj thia 
woold prore tbe beat method of anpply for the angennea of 
their aemce 

He accordingly formed, or pretended to form, a pririto 
bribe exchequer. ooHateral with, and independrat of the 
CompmnT’a poblio exchequer, though m aome caaea admin* 
litered by tboae whom for hb purpoaca be had placed m tbe 
regular of&^ department It b no wonder that be baa 
taken to himaelf an extraordinary degree of ment For 
iurely each an intention of finance I benere iierer waa beard 
of , — an exchequer wherem extortion waa the ai*e*coi; fraud 
the earlier, confttaion tbe aceomptant, caDCeolmetit tbe n> 
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porter, and oblivion the remembrancer : in short, sm 
Lelieve no man, but one driven by guilt into pbrenz^ 
ever have dreamed of. 

He treats the oiScial and regular directors ndtb ji 
tempt, as a parcel of mean, mechanical book-keepers, 
an eccentric book-keeper, a Pindaric accomptant. 
beard of “ the poet’s eye in a fine pbrenzy rolling.” 
■was a revenue, exacted from whom he pleased, at whr 
he pleased, in what proportions he pleased, through w 
sons he pleased, by what means he pleased, to bo aci 
for or not at his discretion, and to be applied to what 
he thought proper. I do believe your lordships stnu( 
ished at this scheme ; and indeed I should be ver}' 1 
Venture to state such a scheme at all, however I mig 
credited it myself, to any sober ears, if, in his defence 
the House of Commons and before the Lords, he had 
rectly admitted the fact of taking the bribes or fo 
presents, and had not in those defences, and jnuch me 
in his correspondence with the directors, admitted t 
and justified it upon these very principles. 

As this is a thing so unheard of and unexampled 
world I shall first endeavour to account, as well as 
for his motives to it, which your lordships will receiv 
ject, just as you shall find them tally with the evidenc 
you. I say his motives to it, because I contend tba 
yahd reasons for it he could have none ; and the idea 
ing the corruption of the governor-general a reaourc 
Company never did or could for a moment enter i 
thoughts.— I shall then take notice of the juridical C( 
tions upon which he justifies his acting in this extrac 
manner. — And, lastly, show you the concealments, pr 
tions, and falsehoods, with which he endeavours to c 
Because wherever you find a concealment you mak( 
covery. Accounts of money received and paid ougl 
reguW and official. 

He wrote over to the Court of Directors that the 
certain sxims of money he had received, and which w 
his own, hut that he had received them for their u 
this time his intercourse with gentlemen of the law 
more^considerable than it had been before. "When 


158 


•PEEOH nt THB noTAOHunrr or 


preteaioed to eijthey Ter® fcrpublic purpose* ; bntuponkwk 
ing more mto the ooreiuiib, and probablj mth bep^ legal 
■dnce, he found that no money could be legally receired for 
lue own noe f but u the»e bril^ were directly giren aod re- 
ceired a* for hii crwn xiM, yet (nya he) there iroi on mword 
deetmoticm of them m my own mind to your benefit, and to 
your benefit bore I applied them. 

Now here ia a new oyitem of hribciT, con trar y to law, rery 
ingemoua ra the contrimnce, but, I Mliere, ai unlikely to 
piTOQce ita intended efieet upon the mmd of nian aa any 
pretence that waa erer oaod. Haro Mr Haatmg* ehangra 
hia muncL Before, be waa acenoed aa a peculator; be md 
not deny the fact , he did iMit refond the money , be fought 
it off, be atood apaa the defenaire, and need all tbe mconi 
in bia power to prerent the inquiry Ibat waa the fliot era 
of hia eomiptKta,— « bold, feroooua, plain, downright uae of 
power In tbe aecond, be u grown a htUe more ctuefol and 
fiuardcd, — the efTect of sobtfl^ He appear* no longer aa a 
oafeodanti be bold* hime^np with a firm, digmfled,aM erect 
eoanteoan^ and aayt, I am not here ai^ longer u a delin* 
mieot, s recener oi bribea, to be ptmiabed far what 1 bare 
done wrong, or at leaat to o^er in my cdiaracter for it. Iio, 

I am a great mrenbve geniua, who hare gone out of all the 
ordinary roada of finance, hare made greet diacorenea in the 
imkDown iwioas of tlpit aaciDce, and hare for the fint tune 
eatabllabed ^ co r r upti on of the rupreme magistrate as a 
pnnaple of retource lor goremincnt. 

Thjre are enmea, undoubted^, of groat magnitade, natu- 
rally fitted to create horror, ana that loudly c^ for pmuab* 
nwnt, that bar® yet no idea of ivrptiitdt aancicd to them j 
but unclean handa, bribery, Tenality, and peculation are 
offcDces of turpitude, ouch «a in a goreraor at once debase 
the person and degrade tbe goremment itself^ making it not 
only ItorriUe but tile and contem^Tile in tbe eyei of sJl man- 
idnd. In thia faumOiation and ob^ectseai of guOt he comet 
hen* not as acnramtlon hli defenee, but aaaToat fertile penlur, 
who haa mnAfi ntonkhlng discoveriet In tbe art of gorem- 
joent; — uuiyae, rreouv «Iio inJietm erf**— who, 
by hts ftimfnc aeaf and the profi& ardour and enerCT ot* hit 
nund, ha* boldly dashed out of tbe common path, andfoired 
hii country by new and untrodden way* , and now bo gcoer- 
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oualy commua '.cates, for the benefit of all future governors 
and all futiu’e governments, the grand arcanum of his long 
and toilsome researches. He is the first, but if we do not 
take good care he wiU not be the last, that has established 
the corruption of the supreme magistrate among the settled 
resources of the state ; and he leaves this principle as a bounti- 
ful donation, as the richest deposit that ever was made in the 
treasury of Bengal. He claims glory and ^eno^A^l from that 
by which every other person since the beginning of time has 
been dishonoured and disgraced. It has been said of an 
ambassador, that he is a person employed to tell lies for the 
advantage of the court that sends him. His is patriotic 
bribery and public-spirited corruption. He is a peculator 
for the good of his coxmtry. It has been said that private 
vices are public benefits. He goes the full length of that 
position, and turns his private peculation into a public good. 
This is what you are to thank him for. Tou are to consider 
him as a great inventor upon this occasion. Mr. Hastings 
jnproves on this principle. He is a robber in gross, and a 
thief in detail ; he steals, he filches, he plunders, he oppresses, 
he exhorts — all for the good of the dear East India Company 
—all for the advantage of his honoured masters, the proprie- 
tprs — all in gratitude to the dear perfidious court of direct- 
ors, who have been in a practice to heap “ insults on his per- 
sbn, slanders on his character, and indignities on his station ; 
who never had the confidence in him that they had in the 
meanest of his predecessors.” 

If you sanction this practice, if, after all you have ex- 
acted from the people by your taxes and public imposts, 
you are to let loose your servants upom them to extort by 
bribery and peculation what they can from them, for the 
purpose of applying it to the public service only whenever 
Ithey please, this shocking consequence will follow from it. 
/H vour governor is discovered in taking a bribe, he will say, 
I'Wliat is that to you ? mind your business; I intend it for the 
\ public service. The man who dares to accuse him loses the 
I favour of the governor-general and the India Company. 
I They will say, the governor has been doing a meritorious 
j action, extorting bribes for our benefit, and you have the im- 
j puden^ to think of prosecuting him. So that the moment the 
1 bribe is detected it is instantly turned into a merit ; and we 
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jctia giddy, superficial, scattered, guilty, muious, restless 
id, full of the \realc resources of fraud, craft, and intrigue, 

,t might induce him to make these di^scovcrics, and to make 
m in the manner he has done. Kot mlional and \vell- 
ed for their purposes, I am very read}’’ to admit, hor 
'd forbid that guilt should ba'ct leave a man the free, uiulis- 
bed use of his faculties. Por as guilt iiCYOr rose from a 
le use of our rational faculties, so it is very ireqiiently 
-^aversive of them. Gud forbid that prudence, the tiri'l of 
the Aurtues, as well ns the supreme director of tlicin all, 
ould ever he employed in the service of any of the vices. — 

0 ; it takes the lead, and is never found where justice dor.s 
"it accompany it; and, if ever it is attemjited to bring it into 
' e service of the vices, it immediately subverts their cause, 
tends to their discovery, and, I hope and trust, finally to 
leir utter ruin and destruction. 

|In the first place I am to remark to your lordships, llml 
accounts he has given of one of these sums of money 
totally false and contradictory. Now there is not a 
^onger presumption, nor can one want more reason, to judge 
Qransaction fraudulent, than that the accounts given of it 
t< °°^^dictory ; and he has given three accounts utterly 
|^ 3 concilahle with each other. He is asked, How came 
gi to take bonds for this money if it was not yonr own ? 
^w came you to vitiate and corrupt the state of the Com- 
fy’s records, and to state yourself a lender to the Comjiany, 
m in reality you was their debtor ? His answer was, I 
ly cannot teU ; I have forgot my reasons ; the distance 
time is so great (namely, a time of about two years, 
not so long), I cannot give an account of the matter ; 
raaps I had this motive ; perhaps I had another ; (but 
Mt 18 the most curious) perhaps I had none at all 
now^ recollect, xon shall hear the account 
himself gives, his own fraudulent 
presentafaon of these corrupt transactions. “ Por my mo- 

several receipts from the know- 
council or of the court of directors, and for 
^ of these sums, and paying others into 
deposits on my own account, I have l 
voi "Vn letter to the honourable the court of i • 


ae. 


I 
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any cliaiige^ {ndncod him to make thu. — He thought that i 
ffiomenf f tune wts not to be loet,-— that other coOetigaM nj^t 
come where he might be «jTeipowered by a majonty aguDf 
and not able to muTue hii eoaropt planfi. Therefore be ma 
wedred — ^ronr XordahipB will remaA the whole of thla moat 
Haring ana ayatematio plan of bribeiT and peculation,— he 
resolred to put it out of the power ol hia council in ftiture 
to check or oontrol hnn m any of hii eril practicea. 

The flnt thing he did waa to form an oatenaible eoundl at 
Calcutta for the management of the remnuet, which wta not 


parhameot and the Company a orden, were to be exeroaed 
by the council general , he delegated to four gentlemen, crea* 
turea of hta own, hia own powen, but be laid them out to 
good istereat. It appean odd, that one of the drat acta of a 
eoremor^enanl, ao jealous of ha power aa he ia known to 
bo, aa toon aa he had oil the power in fait own ahould 
be to put aE the rerennfie out of hia own control. upon 
the fiA: new li an extraordlnaxy proceeding Hia next step 
was, without agpnifng the court of chrectora of Mi fptentfcic, 
or without banng giro an ideo of any luch intention to Hi 
coUeaguea whQe alire, either those who died in India or those 
who (oterwarda returned to Burope m one dar, m a moment 
to Bimihilate the whole authority of the provmeial couneila, 
and delegate the whole power to these four gentlnoen. 
These four gentlemen bad for tbcir secrotaiy an agent glren 
them by hH Hastings t a name that you will of^ h^ of 
— a name at the sen^ of which aQ India turua pale— tbe 
moat wicked, the moat otroaoua, the boldeeL w most 
dexterom Tillam that erer the mnk territude of that country 
has produced. My lords, I am speaking with the moat as> 
lured freedom, heomte thw ncrer was a friend of Mr llait- 
ingi, thero norer wu a foe of Mr Haatinga, there nerer w*i 
any human person that erer differed on thli occasion, or ex 
preased any other Idea of Gangs Gorin Siu, the mend of 
Ktr 'Ewi'rags, whom V* kOtruAxrd wVth thn hnpoitJiit 
But you ihall bear from the account giren by thetnselTea 
what the council thought of their fuactioi^ of tlidr sfliclewy 
Cor the charge, and ia whose bands that efflneucy really was. 
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I beg, hope, nnd trust, tlmt your lordships will learn from 
the persons themselves who were appointed to execute the 
office their opinion of the real execution of it, in order that 
you may judge of the plan for which he destroyed the whole 
English administration in India. “ The committee mxist have 
a dewan, or executive officer, call him by what name you 
please. Tliis man in fact has all the revenue paid at the 

E residency at his disposal, nnd can, if he has any nbiliUcn, 
ring all the renters under contribution. It is little advan- 
tage to restrain the committee tbcmsclvcs from bribery or 
corruption, when their executive officer has the jiowcr of 
practising both undetected. 

“ To display the arts employed hy a native on such occa- 
sions would till a Volume, lie discovers the secret resources 
of the zemindars nnd renters, their enemies and competitors ; 
and by the engines of hope nnd fear, raised upon these fo\m- 
dations, he can work them to his purpose. The committee, 
with the best intentions, best abilities, nnd steadiest apjdica- 
tion, must after aU he a tool in the hands of their dewan.” 

Your lordships sec what the opinion of the council was of 
their own constitution. You see for what it was made. You 
see for what purposes the great revenue-trust was taken from 
the council general, from the Bupreme government. You 
see for what purposes the executive power was destroyed. 
You have it from one of the gentlemen of this commission, 
at first four in number, and afterwards five, who was the most 
active efficient member of it. You see it was made for tho 
purpose of being a tool in tho hands of Gunga Govin Sing ; 
that integrity, ability, and vigilance could avail nothing ; that 
the whole country might be laid under contribution by this 
man, and that he could thus practise bribery with impunity. 
Thus, your lordships see, the delegation of all the authority 
of the country, above and below, is given by ]\Ir. Hastings to 
this Gunga Govin Sing. The screen, tho veil spread before 
this transaction, is tom open hy the very people themselves 
■who are the tools in it. They confess they can do nothing ; 
they know they are instruments in tho hands of Gunga 
Qnvin Sing ; and Mr. Hastings uses his name and authorii^ 
to make them such in the hands of the basest, the wickedest, 
the cerruptest, the most audacious and atrocious villain ever 
heard of. It is to him all the English authority ig aacrinoed, 
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and four gentleman are appointed to be hu tools and initT> 
menta — ^Toola and inatmmenti lor xbat P Thej tbemselrta 
state, that, if be has tbe incUoabon, he has the power and 
abih^, to lay the whole conntry under contribntkm j thirt he 
enters into the most nnmite secrets of erery mdlndafll in it, 
gets mto the bottom of their fiunily afiaiTS, and has a poirer 
totallr to enbrert and deetror them , and we sVislI show upon 
that need that he well falBlled the pnrpoaes for which he 
was appointed. Bid Mr Hasting pretend to say, that he 
destroys the prorinotal coundla lor their cormptnees or m- 
inlEcieno^, when bo disaolred them P Ko ; be san he has 
no ol^eotnm to th^ oompetency, no charge to man against 
them conduct, hot that he has desljtTed them for ha new 
arrangement. And what a his new arrangement f Gangs 
Gorm Bing Forty BngtUh gTOtlemen were remored from 
them offices by that chmge. ^Ir Hastings did it, bowerer, 
rery eoononu(^y . lor all these gentlomen were instantly pnt 
upon pennons, and conseauently burdened the estahlahment 
With a new clargo, ‘Well, hot the new cooncO was formed 
and constituted upon a ray economical prinaplo also. Tbeee 
Are gentlemen, yon will Ests it m proH ^th tbo necessaiy 
expenses of them office, were a charge of £C2,000 a Tear upon 
the establnhmenL But for great, emuumt, capital ser ncet, 
£62,000, though a mudi huger sum than what was thought 
fit to be bBoi^ for tho metnbers of tbo ropreme council 
itsell^ mj^ be admitted. 1 will pass it. It shall bo granted 
to Mr ^stings that these petuiona, though they er^ed a 
new burden on the estabUshment, were idl wcU disposed, 
prorlded tho council did them duty But you hare beard 
what they soy themeelTcs — they are not there put to do any 
duty, they can do no dutyi tneir abihtiPi, their integrity 
arau them nothing,— they aro tools in tho hands of Gunga 
Gorin Bing Mr llastines then baa loaded tbo rorenoe 
with £62,w0 a year, to nuuc© Gunga Qonn Sing master of 
tho kingdom of Bet^al, Bohar, and Onssa 'What most the 
thing to bo mored be, when the machmery, when tbe oecewsiy 
tools for Gunga Qonn Smg, hare cost i.02 000 a year to tho 
TompanyP Ihero it b — it is not my renrescntatloo — no* 
tho represontatioD of obserrant strangers, of good and decent 
people, that understand the nature of that scmcc, bat tbs 
opimou of the tools thenoelTea. 
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Now, did Mr. Hastings employ Gunga Goyin Sing with- 
out a knowledge of his character r His character was known 
to Mr. Hastings ; it was recorded long before, when he was 
turned out of another office. During my long residence, 
says he, in this country, this is the first time I heard of the 
character of Gunga Govin Sing being infamous. No in- 
formation I have received, though I have heard many people 
speak ill of him, ever pointed to any particular act of infamy 
committed by Gunga Govin Sing. I have no intimate 
knowledge of Gunga Govin Sing. What I understood of 
his character has been from Europeans as well as natives. 
After — “ He had many enemies at the time he was proposed 
to be employed in the Company’s service, and not one advo- 
cate among the natives who had immediate access to myself. 
I think, therefore, if his character had been such as has been 
described, the knowledge of it could hardly have failed to 
have been ascertained to me by the specific facts. I have 
heard him loaded, as I have many others, with general re- 
proaches, but have never heard any one express a doubt of 
his abilities” Now, if anything in the world should induce 
you to put the whole trust of the revenues of Bengal, both 
above and below, into the hands of a single man, and to 
delegate to him the whole jurisdiction of the country, it must 
be that he either was, or at least was reputed to be, a man of 
integrity. Mr. Hastings does not pretend that he is reputed 
to be a man of integrity. He knew that he was not able to 
contradict the charge brought against him ; and that he had 
been turned out of office by his colleagues, for reasons as- 
signed upon record, and approved by the directors, — for mal- 
versation in office. He had, indeed, crept again into the 
Calcutta committee ; and they were upon the point of turning 
him out for malversation, when Mr. Hastings saved them the 
trouble by turning out the whole committee, consisting of a 
president and five members. So that in aU times, in all cha- 
racters, in all places, he stood as a man of a bad character 
and evil repute, though supposed to be a man of great 
abilities^ 

My lords, permit me for one moment to drop my represent- 
ative character here, and to speak to your lordships only as a 
man 0f some experience in the world, and conversant with the 
afiairs of men, and with the characters of men. 
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I do tl»ii declare my ooiiTietloai, and Ttiib it may atand re- 
corded to portan^, tbiat there dotct irai a led man that had 
ability iatoood wmctf It ia not m the nature of inch menj 
thair mmda are ao diatorted to aelflih purposoB, to knaruh, 
arii6cial, and crofty meant of tnoM 

enda, that, if put to any good aemce, they are poor, doll, 
helpless. Th^ natnral &cnlt{ea norer hare tKjti dirwrtion, 
— tiioy are paralytlo on that aide t — the muadea, if I maynae 
the erproBHon, that ought to more it are oil dead. Ihoy 
knenr nothing, hut hov to portae aelflih enda by wicked 
mdiroct meant. Jfo man eror knowingly enmloycd a bad 
man on accoont of hn anOihea, bnt for erii enda. Mr 
Haatinga knew this man to be bad } all tbo world knew him 
to be ) and how did he employ hnn p In anch a manner 
aa that be might be oontroUea I7 otbert P A great deal 
might be tud for him, if thia had been the caao. Ihere 
might bo drcomttancet in which auch a roan might be used 
in a fubordmate eapaaty. But who orer thought of potting 


both of the com nu tee and ^ oonacO gesiml, and of tbe rrre* 
naea of tbe whole country P 

Aa loon aa wn And Gao^ Oorm Smg hero, wo And him 
employed m the way in which ho was meant to bo employed } 


mittee were ieola in lui hands, be waa a tool m the hand* of 
hlr Haitinga, for ho had, at we ahnll prore, conitant, 
oniform, and doto commimlcatkiiu with hlr Uastingt 
And, Indeed, wo may bo aared a good deal of the trouble of 


proofj for Mr Haitinga bitntolC^ acknowledging him to 
be Ilia briho-hroker, haa pretty well authenticated a aecret 
co mapou dfDce betwoen them. For tbe next great bribe 
aa yet diteomed to be taken br Mr Uaatingi, about the 
timo of hia great operation of 1761, waa tho bribe of £ 10,000, 
which wo coargo to hare been pirrately taken from ono of 
two pcrtoni, bat from which ta not yet aimiained^ but paid 
to him through thu flagitwn* black agent of bn imqaitia*, 
Qunga Qona Smg Tbe d la cor c r y u mado by another 
agent of hfi, willed Mr lairkiaa, one of hia white Iribo coo- 
fidanta, and by him tnaAn accountant-general to the aupteme 
presidency. For thia anm, m claadratinely end eormptly 
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taken, he received a bond to himself, on his oivn account, as 
for money lent to the Company. For, upon the frequent, 
pressing, tender solicitations of the court of directors, always 
insinuated to him in a very delicate manner, Mr. Hastings 
had written to M!r. Larkins to find out, if he could, some of 
his own bribes ; and accordingly ]\Ir. Larkins sent over an 
account of various bribes ; an account which, even before it 
comes directly in evidence before you, it wiU be pleasant to 
your lordships to read. In this account, under the head 
Dinagepore, Wo. 1, I find, “Duplicate copy of the particulars 
ofd^ts, in which the component parts of sundAp sums received 
on the account of the honourable Company ofMei'chants trading 
to the Dast-Indies were received by Mr. hostings, and paid to 
the sub-treasvA'ery We find here, Dinagepore peshcush, four 
lacks of rupees — cdbuleat, that is, an agreement to pay four 
lacks of rupees, of which three were received, and one re- 
mained in balance at the time this account was made out. 
All .that we can learn from this account, after all our re- 
searches, after aU the court of directors could do to squeeze 
it out of him, is — that he received from Dinagepore, at twelve 
monthly payments, -a sum of about three lacks of rupees, 
upon an engagement to pay him four ; — that is, he received 
about £30,000 out of £40,000 which was to be paid him ; 
and we are told that he received this sum through the hands 
of G-unga Govin Sing ; and that he was exceedingly angry 
with Gunga Govin Sing for having kept back or defrauded 
him of the sum of £10,000 out of the £40,000. To keep back 
from him the fourth part of the whole bribe was very repre- 
hensible behaviour in Gunga Govin Sing, certainly very rm- 
worthy of the great and high trust which Mr. Hastings 
reposed in his integrity. My lords, this letter tells us Air. 
Hastings was much irritated at Gunga Giovin Sing. You will 
hereafter see how Mr. Hastings behaves to persons against 
whom he is irritated for their frauds upon him in their joint 
concerns. In the mean time Gunga Govin Sing rests with 
you as a person with whom Mr. Hastings is displeased on 
account of infidelity in the honourable trust of bnbe-under- 
taker and manager. 

My lords, you are not very much enlightened, I believej 
Oy seeing these words Dinagepore peshcush. We find a 
province, we find a sum of money, we find an agent, and 
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ire find a reoeirop The pnvtnee a IDtiuufvcrc the tctjU 
ts CfwMffa Outim Sm, the nm agreed cm is £i0,000, andtho- 
fYcwper of a pert of that ia Jfr £fflrfnw Tha if oil that 
can be seen. "Who it was thwt cave thii gnm of mon^ to 
ilt. Htftmgs m thii maimer dw no in^ appear,— ^ a 
mwrder ^ pmoju vnknom / and thu li the iraj in vhicii 
Mr Htstmgt, after oH the leiUuated of p«hit 

men^ of the Company, and the public, hns left tho account 
of tha bribe. 

Let ni, hoTrerer, now see what was the state of transac- 
bona at Dmageporo at that period- For if Mr Haitlngi, 
m the trantaobona at that period, did anything for that 
ooimirr, it must be profumed mcmcj was giren for tboae 
acta, lor Mr HathngB confhMea it wai a sum of money cor* 
mptly rewired, hot mmevtly applied. It docs not ngm^ 
mudi, at first liew. from whom m receirtd it { it is enounn 
to fix upon htm that he did reccrre iL Bat becaaso 
consetmenoea of his bribes make the main part of what I 
intend to bring before yonr lordah^ 1 shall beg to state to 
you, with your indulgence, what I ^re been able to dis* 
eorer by a rery close mrectigatloQ of the records respectrag 
this buatneaa of Dmagepore. 

Dinagepore, Bungpore, and Edrackpore make a eoantry. I 
beliere, pret^neariy as large as all the northera eounties 
of Yorkshire included t it is no mean country, and 

It has a pnnce of great, anctcnt, illastnouj descent ^ the 
bead of it, called the Bajah of Dinagepore 

I find that, about tho month of July. 1780, the Eojah of 
Dinagepore after a long and Imgenug iIIdws died, leering a 
half frother and an adopted son. A lihgation respecting the 
aucceaiKm instantly arose in the family i and this litigation 
was of coarse referred to, and was finally to be dcadro by, 
the goTcrnor-gcnoral in council, — being the ultimsto au- 
thority to wUch the I’tdsion of all thtao ouettions was to 
be referred. Thu coum came before Jfr llsstings, and I 
find but ho decided the ijucstkin in fsTour of the adopted 
son of the B'lj ah against hia half brother I find that upTU 
that decision a rent was settled, and a pesheuih, or fine, 
Tuld-— So that aU that u in this tnumetum U fair and 
abor^board ) there is a dupate settled ; there u a fins paid | 
then is a rent rea e m d to the Oompanri and the whtde if 
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a fair settlement. But I find along witli it very extraordinary 
acts ; for I find IRIr. Hastings taking part in favour of tlie 
minor, agreeably to the principles of others, and contrary to 
his own. I find that be gave the guardianship of this 
adopted son to tbe brother of- the Bannee, as she is called, 
or the widow of the deceased Bajah ; and though the hear-- 
ing and settling of this business was actually a part of the 
duty of his office, yet I find that, when the steward of the 
province of Dinagepore was coming down to represent this 
case to Mr. Hastings, Mr. Hastings, on pretence that it 
would only tend to increase the family dissensions, so far 
from hearing fully all the parties in this business, not only 
•sent him back, but ordered him to be actually turned out of 
his office. If then the £40,000 be the same -with the money 
taken from the Bajah in 1780, to which account it seems tp 
refer (for it was taken in regular payments, beginning July 
1780, and ending at the same period in 1781), it was a sum 
of money corruptly taken by him as a judge in a litigation 
of _ inheritance between two great parties. So that he re- 
ceived the sum of £40,000 for a judgment; which, whether 
that judgment was right or wrong, true or false, he corruptly 
iSceHed^ 

This sum was received, as your lordships will observe, 
through Gunga Govin Sing. He was the broker of the 
agreement; he was the person who was to receive it by 
monthly instalments, and he was to pay it to Mr. Hastings. 
— His son was in the office of register-general of the whole 
country, who had in his custody all the papers, documents, 
and everything which could tend to settle a litigation among 
the parties. 

If Mr. Hastings took this bribe ifrom the Eajab of Dinage- 
pore, he took a bribe from an infent of five years old through 
the hands of the register. ' That is, the judge receives a 
bribe though the hands of the keeper of the genealogies 
of the family, the records, and other documents, which must 
nave had the principal share in se'ttling the question. 

This history of this Dinagepore peshcush is the public one 
received by the Company, and which is entered upon the 
reMrd but not the private, and probably the true, history of 
this cqjTupt transaction. 

Very soon after this decision, very soon after this peshcneh 
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waj gircn, Tc find all tlieofflcesBof tlwTOTUijf B*j«li,TrboirM 
iDppoaed to hare given it, tamed ootof theireniplc^ttrtlT' 
Gangs Govin flmg, bj the very man who reoerred tne petln 
caah for Itr Hotting*. Wo find them aQ turned oat of their 
cmploymenta i we find them aB accuted, without any appear- 
ance or trace m the recorde of any proof of embenleinent, of 
negleot m the educatum of the minor Hajah, of the tamnan- 
flgement of hlaaSatn, or the allotment of an nnamtable allow- 
enee. And acoordmgly to prerent the reUUona of hti adopted 
mother — to prerent thoee who mdght be roppooed to hare an 
i ID mediate intereat m the iamily — from abuamg the tmat of 
hia edncation, and the troat of thomanageiDeiit of ha fortune, 
Gnnga Gonn Bmg — (for I trust ycair kmiahiT* would not 
snflbr me, if I bod a mind, to ijnote that tool of a thing the 
committee of rerenne, bought at £62,000 a /bct, yon wonld 
not fuffar me to name it, eapemallT when you launr afl the 
aecret agency of bribe* in the hand of Gunga Gorin S{ng)~ 
tMs Gunga Gonn Sing prodnee* eoon after another charac- 
ter, to whom be conaigQ* Che coitody of the whole fiunily end 
the whole proruiee. 

, I wxE lib Mr Haftmg* the juibee to wy, that, if he hod 
” ‘iwn there was another man more aooompliahied fn all mi- 
than Gunga Gonn Bing, bo wonld not hare gtren hun 
“-it p^ce m hii confldence. But there la anrther next 
to hto counbT’, whom you are to bear ofby and by, called 

iiebv peraon. In the nniTenol opmlon of *11 Ben- 

g8j, laranfc^^^^ Gangs Gonn Bing, and, what urery 
wirioua, they rooorded by Mr Haftmga a* riral* in 

the aame nrtoee. 

AjBtiJeiaBJA 
Et ciBtatv. ft j»mL 

Bat Mr Bastiugihaf th^bapniot mode* in the world { those 
rhaU were reconciled oi* thaioccaaion, and Gunga Gorin 
Sing appointa I)ebi Bing, nip«T*eding all the other cffieerB for 
no reason whotcTor upon poa.nL And hecaate like cham- 
pion* th^ ought to go in psui, there i* *n gentle 

man, one Mr GoodLid, whom yon wiH hw of preeenfly. an- 
pomted along with him. Abaolate atrssger* to the BaW* 
tamily, the fiWt act they do u — to cut rfllOOO out «f 1000 
a month from hia aliowanoe. itate (though there rnu 



'SVABEEN HASTIEGS, ESQ. 


173 


& great number of dependants to maintain) that 600 =roul?l 
be enough to maintain him. There appears in the account 
of these proceedings to he such a flutter about the care of the 
Hajah, aild the management of his household ; in short, that 
there never was such a tender guardianship as, always unth 
the knowledge of Mr. Hastings, is exercised over this poor 
Eajah, who had just given, if he did give, £40,000 for Jiis oion 
inheritance, if it was his due, — for tlie inheritance of others, 
if it was not his due. One would think he was entitled to 
some mercy ; hut probably, because the money could not 
otherwise he supphed, his establishment was cut down by 
Dehi Sing and ^Ir. Gnodlad a thousand a month, which is 
just twelve thousand a year. 

When Mr. Hasting had appointed those persons to the 
guardianship, who had an interest in the management of the 
Eajah’s .education and fortune, one should have thought, be- 
fore they were turned out, he would at least have examined 
whether such a step was proper or not. No ; they were 
turned out without any such examination ; and when I come 
to inquire into the proceedings of Gunga Gevin Sing’s com- 
mittee, I do not find that the new guardians have brought 
to account one single shilling they received, appointed as they 
were by that council newly made to superintend all the afiaira 
of the Kajah. 

There is not one word to be found of an account : Dehi 
Sing’s honour, fidelity, and disinterestedness, and that of Mr. 
G-oodlad, is sufficient ; and that is the way in which the 
management and superintendence of one of the greatest houses 
in that coimtry is given to the guardianship of strangers. 
And how is it managed ? We find Dehi Sing m possession of 
the Hajah’s family, in possession of his afiairs, in the man- 
agement of his whole zemindary ; and in the course of the 
next year he is to give him in farm the whole of the reve- 
nues of these three provinces. How whether the pesheush 
was received for the nomination of the Eaiah, as a bribe in 
jud^ent, or whether Mr. Hastings got it from Dehi Sing, as 
a bribe in office, for appointing him to the guardianship of a 
fiimily that did not belong to him, and for the dominion of 
three great and once wealthy provinces — which is best or 
worst.! shall not pretend to determine. You find the Eajah 
hi his possession. You find his education, his household ir, 



174 


spiEcii nr ms tupxi.oHmrT of 


hu povaeMaoiL ^6 poblio lerenaM are m hi> poeMxuqii 
are riven, over to ^irn. 

if we look fit the recorfi, the letting of thole prornice* 
appean to hare been earned on by the Dew cooundiee of 
re T enno , aa the oonrae and order oHmiine^ peqnired it ihonld. 
But by the mrectigation into Mr BCaetingB ■ money trant* 
aetkma, the inanfR cion cry and fidlacy of tbeae recordi n inan> 
feat beyond a donbt. Prom this mvefitigatian it u diacorcrod, 
that it waa m reality a bargain aeoretly itrat^ between tbe 
Govemar General and Debi Smg j •ntj that tbo ecmmittee 
were aulr emplOTed m the mere offloal fonna. From tbe 
tone that Mr Haatingi new modelled the rerenne ijatem, 
nothing It Been m ita true ahape. Wo now know, m spite 
of the fallacy of theee recorda, who the true grantor wai | it 
will not be amti to go a little finrthfir in aopplying their d^ 
feota, and mqoire a httle concc nini g the grantoe. Thia 
makea it neceaeary for me to inform yonr loiduiipa who Bebi 
Sing la. 

[JZr Stcrie rood tia co t m iHat^a ncotmtuiaitc* Sng 

to iXa (?owrwof«(?ex^rri tad coweH t iti ii* oepj tf tka 
eUadtd to u wtttng ] 


Here xa a choioe I here ta Bebi Sing prcaenled for hia know* 
ledge in bnalneta, hu tnut and and that ho la a 

peraon againat whom no olnectlan can be nmdo Thn ia 
preaented to Mr Hmatlnga, by him rooordod in the coonefl 
booki, and by him transmtted to the eocit of directon. 
Mr Haatingf haa amee recorded, that be know thla Debi 
Sing (thongS he here pnblidy anthczuca the nominatjon of 
him to aH uiat great bodr of trosta), that he know him to bo 
a mwTi completely capable of the moat atroaom inigmtka 
that were ever elarged upon man. Debi Smg ia appointed 
to all thoae great troati thnngh the mnaoB of Gunn Gorin 
fflng , from wh^ bo (Mr Haatlnga) had received £s0, 000 as 
a part of a bribe. 

Kow tbongh it ia a large 6eld, though it ia a thing that, 1 
must eonfeo, I feel a reluctance almort in rcmtttnng to un* 
dertkko, exhausted aa I am, yet aueh ia the maguitudo^f the 
ailair, auch the evil conaequencei that followed from a ay*. 
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tern of bribcn-, Bucli Ibo Iiorriblo con?cqucncrs of Piipcrsoding 
nil tbc person? in obico in Ibe country, to give it into the 
bonds of Debt Sing, tbot tbovjgb it is tbc public opinion, mul 
though no innn that lin? over heard the nnine of Debi Sing 
docs°not liiiow. Dint ho was only scooiul to Onnga Ciovin 
Sing, yet it is not to niy purpose, unless 1 prove that !Mr. 
Hastings knew his chnrncter at tiic very time lie accents him 
ns a person against whom no exception conld he mane. 

It is necessary to inform your lordship? who this Dehi Sing 
was, to whom these great trusts were committed, nud ihoso 
great provinces given. 

It may be Ibougbt, and not nnnatiimlly, that in tin? sort 
of corrupt nud venal appointment to high trust and oflice, "Mr. 
Hastings has no otlier consideration tlian tlie money be re* 
ceived. But whoever thinks so will be deceived. jMr. Hast* 
ings was verj* far from inditlcrenfc to the cbarnctor of tbc 
persons be dealt with. On Ibo contrary, bo made a most 
careful selection; bo bad a very scrupnlous regard to the 
aptitude of tbc men for the purposes for wbicli be employed 
them; and was much guidotl by bi.s experience of their con- 
duct in those oflices which liad been sold to them ujion for- 
mer occasions. 

Except Gunga Govin Sing (whom, ns justice required, 
Mr. Bbistings distinguished by the highest marks of Ins con- 
fidence), there was not a man in Bengal, perliap.? not upon 
earth, a match for this Debi Sing. He was not an unknown 
subject; not one rashly taken up ns an c.vperimcnt. Ho 
was a tried man ; and if there had been one more desperately 
and abandonedly corrupt, more wildly and flagitiously op- 
pressive, to be found unemployed in India, large as bis oflera 
were, lilr. Hastings would not Imvc taken this money from 
Debi Sing. 

Debi Sing was one of those who in the early stages of 
the English power in Bengal attached himself to those na- 
tives who then stood liigh in office. He courted Jlnhomed 
Beza Khan, a Mussulman of the highest rank, of the tribe of 
Koreish, whom I have alrcad}'- mentioned, then at the head 
of the revenue, and now at the head of the criminal justice 
of Bengal, with all the supple assiduit)’’ of which those who 
possess*no valuable art or useful talent are commonly com- 
plete masters. Possessing large funds acquired by hie op- 
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pr^ticMhip (md ncmikte in iht loireet frand*, he 'm en< 
•bM to lend to thu then powcafol the ferrml emisr^ 

wocie* of hie ranahlo fortmia, very large sum* of mon^. 
Thii great man had been bronAt daim, by ifr Haitaiga, 
under the order* of the court ctfn3T«etoi«,npQii a cruel dmrge 
to Celcntta. He was aocai*ed of many mme*, and aoquitted 
£220,000 m debt Tbat ti to say, a* foon ca he vru a great 
debtor he oeaaed to be t great oimroaL 

DeU Smg obtrined by hi* eervicw no slight inftoanoe ortr 


obtained by hi* eervica 
za KhAa, a person of a 


ihtinftoanoeoTtr 
fir Tftry di flerea t 


Fmsn that oonneetfon he was appointed to tho fiirm of the 
rerenu^ ^d mduairdy of tho gortroiDant of 3?nroea, a pro* 
rinee of nry great ezcect, and than in a itate of no iocon> 
ndoreble opulooee. In. this ofBco he exerted hi* talenta with 
■0 much Tjgtmr and mdortty, that m a nu? ehort tame the 
prorboe int* half depopulate and totaSy rumMl 

Tbe famr, on the ei^lratioo of hi* leaiw, w*a taken W a 
•et of adrentureri m ttu* kind of tniSo fixnn Calcutta. Snt 
when the new nndertaker* came to *ArTey the object of thnr 
fntnre operatKins and futors profits th^ were §o thockcd 
at tho hideoo* and squalid cocoes of mis^ and desoilahon 
that glared upon them vn every miarter, that they imtautly 
hed evt of the counts, and tbouj^ttbemselTMbuttoo happy 
to be permitted, o^ tl^ payment of a penalty of £12,000, to 
bo reload fiom them engagements. 

To gire In a few weeds a* clear an idee a* X am able to 
Mto of the nmnense Tohnoo which might bo eoroposed of 
Taxations, Tiolaice, rapine of Ih^ tymnnlml sdmin* 
tttrutiem, the tembonfll lorenoe of Poraea, which had been 
let to Detd Sroc et tbe rate of £100,000 rteriing a year, 
wa* witii difflon^ leos^ far a yearly sum under £00,003 , 
and with all rigour of exaction prodneed in effoet littlo jdoto 
fWi £ 00 , 000 , Ctflinff gwotlr below one half of it* ongmal 
estimate.—^ entirelj did the adimni*tp»tion of Hebl tog 
exhaust all the rttourcc* of the prorlnce j so totaDy did in* 
bfileftil influence blast tbe rery hope and spring of aH fbture 


reroncre. 

The adminrttmtiOD of Debi Sing was too nolortorrtly de* 
rtructiT© not to cau*e a geuewd damtnir It was fmi^i aiibb 
t^itsbouldbef^isedoTerwithcmtanimadrcmcm. Accord* 
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mgly, in tlie montli of September, 1772, Mr. Hastings, tlien 
at the head of the committee of circuit, removed him for mal- 
administration ; and he has since publicly declared on record, 
that he knew him to be capable of all the most horrid and 
atrocious crimes that can be imputed to man. 

This brand, however, was only a mark for hlr. Hastings to 
find him out hereafter in the crowd ; to identify him for his 
own; and to call him forth into action when his virtues 
should be sufficiently matmed for the serWces in which ho 
afterwards employed him through liis instruments, Mr. An- 
derson and Gunga Qovin Sing. In the mean time he left 
Debi Siug to the direction of his own good genius. 

Debi Sing was stigmatized in the Company’s records, his 
reputation was gone, but his fimds were safe. In the arrange- 
ment made by Mr. Hastings in the year 1773, by which pro- 
vincial councils were formed, Debi Siug became deputy 
steward, or secretary (soon in eflect and induence principal 
steward), to the provincial council of Moorshedabad, the 
seat of the old government, and the first province of the 
kingdom ; and to his charge were committed various exten- 
sive and populous provinces, yielding an annual revenue of 
120 lacks of rupees, or £1,600,000. This division of pro- 
vincial council included Hirngpore, Edrackpore, and others, 
where he obtained such a knowledge of their resources as 
subsequently to get possession of them. 

Debi Sing found this administration composed mostly of 
young men dissipated and fond of pleasure, as is usual at 
that time of life ; but desirous of reconciling those pleasures 
which usually consume wealth, with the means of making a 
great and speedy fortune; at once eager candidates for 
opulence, and perfect novices in all the roads that lead to it. 
Debi Sing commiserated their youth and inexperience, and 
took upon him to be their guide. 

There is a revenue in that coimtry raised by a tax more 
productive than laudable. It is an imposition on public 
prostitutes, a duty upon the societies of dancing girls ; those 
seminaries from which Mr. Itastings has selected an admin- 
istrator of justice and governor of kingdoms. Debi Sing 
thought it expedient to farm this tax ; not only because he 
neglt!cte(i no sort of gain, but because he regarded it as no 
contemptible "means of power and influence. Accordingly, 

VOL, VII. M 
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In pkm tonni, lie opened « Ugol trothel, out of -rbch be 
ctwuUj- reear^ (jou ntsy be lure) the rery fknrcr of hk 
eoUectioii for tbe eutertaitnuent of hn young lupenoit; 
Iftdie* recommended not only by penKmal man^out, aetord- 
ing to tbe eaxtem cuetom, by vweet itnd namei 

wmcb ho had grren them. For, if they were to be trans- 
lated, they would aonnd— lUchea of my Info j "VVeBlth of my 
Soul, Treaiure of Perfection } !Dicmoiid of Splendour | Pearl 
of Pnce , Baby of Pure Blood, and other metaphoncal de- 
•cnptkini, that, calling up diaaonant passions to enhance the 
ralae of the general harmony, heightened the attractions of 
lore with the allaramepti of arance. A moring •eragho of 
these ladies slways attended his prograas, and were lUKays 
brought to the splendid and mnlbphM ontertammenta with 
which he regaled his coundL In aieso festiritles, ahJIst ha 
giMsts were engaged with the eeduotiona of beauty, tbo in 
tomeationB of the most delioiona wines of Framse, and tlw 
Toloptaoui raponr of perfumed India fmoie, uniting the 
Tirid satlffaddims of Burope with tbe torpid blandishments 
of Asia, the great magician himseU^ chaste m the midst of 
diasolutenesa, sober m the eentre of debauch, rlgOant in the 
lap of negligence and obUnon, attended with an eagle's oye 
the moment for thrusUng in busmeaa, and at such t^ea was 
able to carry without difficult points of shamefol cnomitr, 
which at other hours he would not so much as hare dared to 
mention to his employers, young men rather earden and 
inexpenenced than mtentioi^y eorrupt Not sahsfled with 
being pander to their pleasures^ ho aniidpated, and was pur- 
Teyor to, thetr wants. snpplied them inth a constant coen* 
mand of money ; ana by th^ means be reigned with an un- 
controlled dotuinion orer the pronneo and orrr its goTemors 
For you are to understand that in many things wo aro 
Terr much mlnnfonned with regard to the truo seat of power 
in India. ‘WhOsk we were proudly calling India a ontisb 
coremment, it was in substance a goromment of tbo lowest, 
basest, and most flagitious of tho natiro rabble i to whom 
the for greater part of tbo E^hih, who figured in employ- 
ment and staticm, had from thoir earliest youth been stares 
and initrumcnta. Banyans had anticipated the period of 
their power iapmaatoro adrancca of money, and hire erer 
after obtained the entiro dominion orer thoir nominal masters 
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Bt tlioFO various ways and means Bebi Sing contrived to 
nddjob to job, employment to employment, and to hold, be- 
sides the farms of two very considerable districts, various 
trusts in the revenue; sometimes openly appearing, some- 
limes bid two or tlireo deep in false names; emerging into 
tight, or shrouding himself in darliiiess, ns successful or de- 
feated crimes rendered him bold or cautious. Kvery one of 
these trusts was marked with its own fraud ; and for one of 
those fr.auds committed by him in another name, by which lie 
became deeply iu h.alance to the rovenue, he was publicly 
whipped by pro.r^. 

All this* while Mr. Hastings kept his ej-e upon him, and 
attended to his progress. But, as he rose in l\lr. Hastings’s 
opinion, he fell in that of his immediate employers. By de- 
grees, as reason prevailed, and the fumes of jilensurc evapor- 
ated, the provincial council emerged from their first depend- 
ence; and, finding nothing hut infamy attending the councils 
and sendees of such a man, resolved to dismiss liim. In this 
strait, and crisis of his power, the artist tunied himself into 
all shapes. He oficred great sums indiridually ; he oflercd 
them collectively; and at l.a.'^t put a carte blanche on the 
table — All to no purpose! ‘Wliat, are you stones? — Have 
I not men to de.al with ? — ^MHll flesh and blood refuse me ? 

"WHien Dehi Sing found that the council had entirely 
escaped, and were proof against his offers, he left them with 
a sullen and menacing silence. Ho applied where he had 
good intelligence that these oilers would he well received ; 
and that he should at once ho revenged of the council, and 
obtain all the ends which through them he had sought in 
vain. 

AVithout hesitation or scniplo Mr. Hastings sold a set oi 
innocent olBcers ; sold his fellow-servants of the Compan)", 
entitled by every duty to his protection ; sold English sub- 
jects, recommended by every tie of national sympathy ; sold 
the honour of the British government itself; ■without charge, 
•without complaint, -without allegation of crime in conduct, or 
of insufficiency in talents ; he sold them to the most knowi 
and abandoned character which the rank servitude of that 
clime produces. Eor Mm, he entirely broke and quashed 
the coifticil of Moorshedabad, which had been the settled 
government for twelve years (a long period in the change- 
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ful hiftory of India), rt a tune too when it had acquired - 
great denee of concutan^, an officud expenenoe, a knoW' 
ledge and habit of bnnneeiT and wai TuaVing ^ for 

ear^ erroia. 

IVir now Mr Haatmga, hating bnnod Oolonel Mnnaon 
and General Olaterlne, and hating shaken off Mr IVanns, 
who retired hwlf dead. &im office, began at length to respi re ; 
he found elbow room once more to difplaj hii gennme nature 
and dupoaitioin and to make amenda m a not and debauch 
of peomabon for the forced abetmenoe to which he was re- 
doced dnnng the naorped dommion of honour andintegntr 

It was not enou^ ^t the Enghah were thm ncndced 
to the rerenge of Jlebi Smg It was neceaaaij to dehrer 
oter the nabtei to ha atance. Bj the intervention of bribe 
brokerage he nnited the two greet ntala m unqui^, who be- 
fore, from an emalation of enmea, were enemiea to each 
other, Gnnga Gotin Srng and Debi Bnog He negotiated 
the bribe ai^ the fium of the latter throng the fonner ] and 
Debi Sing waa mveited m form for two yean with the three 
proTuieea of Xhnagepere, Edrackpore;, end Enngpore , ter* 
ntonea together a tract of land soperior m dimen* 

■Lma to the narthem eotmtiee of England, Torkahire in- 
claded. 

To prevent anything which might prove an obatade on the 
full awing of hii gemua, be remcnod all the reatrainta which 
had been framed to give an oatenaible credit, to give tome 
■bow of official order, to the plans of revenue adznmlitrmtioo 
firamed from time to time m Bengal. An officer, called a 
dewan, had been eatnbliahad in the proTinoea, expronly aa a 
check on the person who ahoold act as frnoer-gcmcTal. 
Ilua office he conferred along with that of former-general oo 
EebI Sing, in order that Debi might become an effectual 
check upon Srng , and thus these provinces, without inipec- 
bon, without ooutnd, without law, and without magiitratea, 
were delivered over by Mr Hasting bound hand and foot, 
to the discrotum of thie man whom oo had before recorded as 
the de s tro y er of Fomea, and capable of every the most atfo 
oons widiedneta that could be imputed to man. 

Fatally for tho nativei of India, eveiv wild project and 
every corrupt tale of Mr Haatingt, and those wbo^example 
bs followed, la covered with a protended increase of revenno 
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to the Company. Mr. Hastings would not pocket his bribe 
of ^lOjOGO for himself, without letting the Company in as a 
sharer and accomplice. For the province of Hungpore, the 
object to which I mean in this instance to confine your 
attention, £7000 a year was added. But lest this avowed 
increase of rent should seem to lead to oppression, great and 
religious care was taken in the covenant, so stipulated wdth 
Dehi Sing, that this increase shoidd not arise from any addi- 
tional assessment whatsoever on the country, but solely from 
improvements in the cioltivation, and the encouragement to 
be given to the landholder and husbandman. But as Mr. 
Hastings’s bribe of a far greater sum was not guarded by 
any such provision, it was left to the discretion of the donor 
in what manner he was to indemnify himself for it. 

Dehi Sing fixed the seat of his authority at Dinagepore, 
where, as soon as he arrived, he did not lose a moment in 
doing his duty. If Mr. Hastings can forget his covenant, 
you may easily believe that Dehi Sing had not a more correct 
memory ; and, accordingly, as soon as he came into the pro- 
vince he instantly broke every covenant which he had 
entered into, as a restraint on his avarice, rapacity, and ty- 
ranny, which, from the highest of the nobility and gentry to 
the lowest husbandman, were aftenvards exercised, with a 
stem and unrelenting impartiality, upon the whole people. 
For notwithstanding the province before Debi Sing’s lease 
was, from various causes, in a state of declension, and in 
balance for the revenue of the preceding year, at his very 
first entrance into office he forced from the zemindars or 
landed gentry an enormous increase of their tribute. They 
refused compliance. On this refusal he threw the whole 
body of zemindars into prison; and thus in bonds and fetters 
compelled them to sign their own ruin by an increase of rent 
which they knew they could never realize. 

Having thus gotten them under, he added exaction to ex- 
action, so that every day annoimced some new and varied 
demand; until exhausted by these oppressions they were 
brought to the extremity to which he meant to drive them, 
the sale of their lands. 

The lands held by the zemindars of that country are of 
many dfescriptions. The first and most general are those 
that pay revenue. The others are of the nature of demesne 
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Undi, which Bje &©e ftnd no rent to goremment The 
latter are for the immediwto Bnpport of toe aemmdin nul 
their familiOB, aa firom the fanner they denre their tnflnpmw*, 
authon^, and the roeana of npholdni^ their di^ty. It© 
land* of the fonoer deeoription were unmedmtdy attadied, 
ieqneetered, and sold for the moet tnflmc coimdeTatioit It© 
rent-free land©, the beet and nebeat Iwnifa of the whole prt> 
TiDoe, were Bold — Bold far— what do your lardahipc* think P 
—They were Bold for leea one year*i piiroha»6, — it leo 

than one Tear’i pnmhaae^ at the moit undearated yaloe , ao 
that the fee-aunpk of an acre of rent-free land sold 

at the rate of ©even or eight ©hilhi^ Sneh a nle an tech 
termi itroncly indicated jrarehaaer And how did it 
torn oat m fact P The prnriaeer waa the rery agent and m- 
©trament of Hr BaatiBga, Debi Bing He m«da 

the exaction t he forced Bale , he mdoced the rate ; and 
he became tM pordiaaer at Icm than one year’a pnrdaua, 
and paid with ^ ray moaej which he had aitorted frtna 
the muBerahle rendora. 

he had thus told and aepended theae lands, be 
united the whole body of them, emonntlEig to abont £7000 
fterbng a year (bnt aonmdmgtothe nteoinoney and hri^ 
in that cotmtrr eqnrrolent to a rental in England of £90,000 
a Tear) , and fiien hanug rtuBedm the newfettina aa on the 
Kue he had fmidulently redooed, thow landa, he re fe rred 
them ae an estate for Hnn—lf or to wbomeoerer TetembUng 
huntelf Hr Hasting* fhonld order them to bo disposed. 

Ihe lands thu* ©md for next to nothing, left of ctmr©© the 
late landholder atiD. m dobh The iailapo of ftmd, tbo rigor- 
oos exaction of debt, and the nmltifdjcatian of new arbltmy 
hiTf*, npTt craned off the goods. Ihcre li a cimimatance 
attending this trosmets, whWi will call for your lordship** 
pi^ Jio*t of the lan^oldet© or xemindir* In that country 
nappened at that time to bo women. The *ei there ie In a 
state certainly reBemblmg imprwonroent, but guarded « a 
©acred treasure with aH possflple ettenhon and respect, Jn one 
of the coarse male hanu of tbo law can reach them ; but 
they ^TO a custom rcry cuutioualy usod in all good gortnv 
menti there of employing female baflifs, or aergeents, in the 
eiecutioti of the law, where that sex la conceni^ *-GwnLs 
tb^fore, furrounded the hou»e* | and then female ©ergeantr 
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ftud bailiffs entered into tbe habitations of these feinale 
zemindars, and held their goods and persons in execution, 
nothing being left but what was daily threatened,^ their life 
and honour. The landholders, even women of eminent ranlc 
and condition, for such the greatest part of the zemindars 
then were, fled from the ancient seats of their ancestors, and 
left their miserable followers and servants, who in that coun- 
try are infinitely numerous, without protection and ndthout 
bread. The monthly instalment of Mr. Hastings’s bribe 
'was become due, and his rapacity must he fed from the vitals 
of the people. 

The zemindars, before their own flight, had the mortifica- 
tion to see aH the lands assigned to charitable and to religi- 
ous uses, the humane and pious foundations of themselves 
and their ancestors made to support infirmity and decrepi- 
tude, to give feet to the lame and eyes to the blind, and to 
effect which they had deprived themselves of many of the 
enjoyments of life, crueUy sequestered and sold at the same 
market of violence and fraud, where their demesne posses- 
sions and their goods had been before made away with. 
Even the lands and funds set aside for their funeral ceremo- 
nies, in which they hoped to find an end to their miseries, 
and some indemmty of imagination for all the substantial 
Bufferings of their lives, — even the very feeble consolations of 
death were by the same rigid hand of tyranny, a tyranny 
more consuming than the funeral pile, more greedy than the 
grave, and more inexorable than death itself, seized and taken 
to make good the honour of corruption, and the faith of 
bribery pledged to Mr. Hastings or his inrtruments. 

Thus it fared with the better and middling orders of the 
people. "Were the lower, the more industnous, spared ? — 
Alas 1 as their situation was far more helpless, their oppres- 
sion was infinitely more sore and grievous, — the exactions 
yet more excessive, the demand yet more vexatious, more 
capridouB, more arbitrary. To afford your lordships somo 
idea of the condition of those who were served up to satisfy 
btr. Hastings’s hunger and thirst for bribes, I shall read it 
to you in the very words of the representative t)T’ant liimself, 
Eajah Debi Sing. Debi Sing, when he was charged with 
a fraudulent sale of the ornaments of gold and silver of 
women, who, according to the modes of that country, bad 
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■tarred tbemaelrcf to deoomte Uuar Tmbappy pertv ns, trgoed 
on the unprobahllitj of tiiu part of tbe charge^ in tbeee rtij 
vordii 


“ It 18 notorionB," taja be, “ that porer^ generalix pre- 
rtHi amoDgft tbe bmbandinen of ScngpoTe, more pemape 
than m any other pcrta of tbe oonntzy Ilej' are aeldoca 
nocMaeed crtf any property except at the tune they reap tbair 
harreat, and at othen bare]/ procore tbeir ciibKiitenca 
And tbii u the canee that inch nmnben of them irerenrept 
aicBy by tbe famine Their edeota are only a litt^ ecrtben* 
uare, and their hoTuea only a handihl of itrav ] the tale of 
a (iinttatid of which wntud not perhaps prodoce twenty 
■hiThng a-^ 

Tbcae were the opulent peOTle from whoee ■nperfmtiea 
Itr Haatingi wu to obtain agin of £40 000 orer and abore 
a large mcreaae of rent, orer and abore tbe exaetionj by 
which the farmer nraat reimbone himself for tbe adrance 


of the money, by whkh be moat obtain tbe natural profit 
of tbe farm, ai w^ aa npply tbe peoobom of hii own 
araeice. 


Therefore yonr l<irdihipa will not be iorpriaed at tbo con- 
teqaenoea. AH thu unhappy race of bttle fimneri and till* 
ers of tbe toil wore driren ue a herd of cattle by hi* ex» 
tortionere, and compelled by unpnsonmentx, by fetters, and 
by cruel whipping*, to engage lor more thM tbe wbole of 
their tobctanee or pooible acqmaihon. 

Orer and abore tbu there waa no mode cf extorHonwhicb 
tbe inruntiTe Tmagmuhnn of rapacity could contnro that 
WB* not contnred and wma not put m practioe. On its own 
day your lordahipa will hoar with utoniabment, detcstatfon, 
and h or ror, the oetaQ of tbeu tyrannoua inrention* t and It 
will appear, that tbe aggregate of tbeae mperadded demand* 
amonnoed to aa great a tom as tbe whole of tbe compolsory 
rent on wUeb they were pilei 

Tbe wmitr y being in many parta left wholly wa*>, and 
in all part* coniidcrably depopulated by the flr»t ngour*,tbe 
ftiU raw of the dutrrrt wis exacted from tbe rabcrablo •or* 
riro^ Tbeir bur den* were increased a* their fellowJ*b'*ti^ 
ert, to irhoio hiai cSbiit thef were to fw ibe mcana of 

payment, dlmnuibed. Dnyen to make payment*, 
aD jwwihJe calcolation, prenou* to receipti and abore Ibcti 
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means, in a very short time they fell into the handfa oi‘ 
usurers. 

Tlie usurers, who under such a government held their o^vn 
funds by a precarious tenure, and were to lend to those 
whose subst^co was still more precarious (to the natural 
hardness and austerity of that race of men), had additional 
motives to extortion, and made their terms accordingly. 
And what were the terms these poor people were obligea to 
consent to, to answer the bribes and peshcush paid to Mr. 
Hastings ? five, ten, twenty, forty per cent. P No ! at an 
interest of six hundred per cent, per annum, payable by the 
day ! A tiller of land to pay six hundred per cent, to dis- 
charge the demands of government ! "What exhaustlcss fund 
of opulence could supply this destructive resource of vTetch- 
edness and misery ? Accordingly, the husbandman ground 
to powder between the usurer below and the oppressor above, 
the whole crop of the country was forced at once to marlcet ; 
and the market glutted, overcharged, and sutFocatcd, the 
price of grain fell to the fifth part of its usual value. The 
crop was then gone, but the debt remained. An universal 
treasury-extent, and process of execution, followed on the 
cattle and stock, and was enforced, with more or less rigour, 
in every quarter. We have it in evidence, that in those 
sales five cows were sold for not more than seven or eight 
shillings. AU other things were depreciated in the same 
proportion. The sale of the instruments of husbandry suc- 
ceeded to that of the corn and stock. Instances there are, 
where, all other things failing, the farmers were dragged 
from the court to their houses, in order to see them first plun- 
dered, .and then burnt down before tbeir feces. It was not 
a rigorous collection of revenue, it was a savage war made 
upon the cormtry. 

The peasants were left little else than their families and 
their bodies. The families were disposed of. It is a known 
obseiwation, that those who have the fewest of all other world- 
ly enjo}'ments are the most tenderly attached to their chil- 
dren and wives. The most tender of parents sold their' chil- 
dren at market. The most fondly jeulous of husbands sold 
their wives. TTie tyranny of Mr. .Hastings extinguished 
every sentiment of father, son, brother, and husband I 

I como now to the last stage of their miseries ; everytbiim 
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Tialble md vendible mi leiied and acdcL Nothing bnt the 
bodiea remtmed. 

It u the nature of tyramy and mpadty never to leim 
moderation from the HI lucce* of Amt oppreanona , on the 
contrary, afl oppre«m, all men thmting highly of the 
methodi dictated by tbdr nature, attribute ^ finitratwc of 
their deairei to the mnt of anlBcxent ngour Then they re- 
doubletheeffortiQf their mipotantcniaj^, which produan^ 
na they muit ever produce, new disappomtmenta, they grow 
irritated agnmat tiie objeota of their rapacity , and thi^ rage, 
ftuT, and malice (implaatble becanae impnoTohed) recruiting 
and reinforcing them avarice, their vice* are no longer human. 
Prom cmel men they are tramfonned mto aavago heaati, 
with BO other vaatlgee of reason left hot what aorrei to fom* 
lah the inventiona and reflnomonta of ferodom lobtle^ for 
purpoaea, of which beoata are ineapehle, and at which wndt 
would hloik 

Dehi Bing and his msfrumenti mspeeted, and in a few 
case# they suspected jtatfy, that the countrv people bad pnr- 
lamed Irna ineir own ntatai, and had ^des in aeoH 
placet in the ureuajacent deaerta, aoice imaJl wac n e of thcff 
own grain to themselvet during the unnrodoctire 

iDcro& of the yuar, and to leave tome hope tor a future sea* 
son. But the ond^tyrante knew that toe demands cd Hr 
Hostingi Would admit no plea for dday, muth leai for rub* 
tractioc of bis br{b& and that bo would net tibste a shilling 
of it to the wants ot the wlude hnnun race These hoards, 
real or supposed, not being dls co r er ed by menaces and im* 
ymsonment, they fdl upon tbo last resource, tlw naked bodies 
of the pco]^ And bare, my lords, began such a scene of 
crodties and torturea os I bebero no history has ever pre- 
sented to the radignatKm of the worid, such as I am suit) 
in most borbanms agos no polibo tyranny, no fsnatio 
persecution, has over yet exceeded. Mr Paterson, the coo* 
missioncr appomted to inquire into tbo state of tho country, 
makes his own apology and mine for open^ thh scene of 
boiTOTB to you in the following Words i “That tbo uuniib- 
ments inflicted upon the ryotts both of Bangporo and Dm- 
Bgeporo for non-payment woro in many instances of such 
a nature, t^t I would rstber wish to draw a vefl ores them, 
than shock your fedmgs ly the drtaB j but that, bowerer 
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cisagreeaWe the task may he to myself, it is absolutely neces- 
sary for the sake of justice, humanity, and the honour of 
government, that they should be exposed, to be prevented in 
future.” 

My lords, they began by winding cords round the fingers 
of the unhappy freeholders of those provinces, until they 
clung to and v^ere almost incorporated with one another ; 
and then they hammered wedges of iron between them, rmtil, 
regardless of the cries of the sufferers, they had bruised to 
pieces and for ever crippled those poor, honest, innocent, la- 
borious hands, which had never been raised to their mouths 
but mth a penurious and scanty proportion of the fruits of 
their own soil ; but those fruits (demed to the wants of their 
own children) have for more than fifteen years past furnished 
the investment for our trade with China, and been sent an- 
nually out, and without recompense, to purchase for us that 
delicate meal with which your lordships, and aU this audi- 
tory, and aU this country have begun every day for these 
fifteen years at their expense. To these beneficent hands, 
that labour for our benefit, the return of the British govern- 
ment has been cords, and hammers, and wedges. But there 
is a place where these crippled and disabled hands will act 
with resistless power. ‘What is it that they will not pidl 
down, when they are lifted to heaven against their oppress- 
ors ? Then, what can withstand such hands ? Can the 
power that crushed and destroyed them ? Powerful in 
prayer, let us at least deprecate, and thus endeavour to secure 
ourselves from, the vengeance which these mashed and dis- 
abled hands may puU down upon us. My lords, it is an 
awful consideration. Let us think of it. 

But to pursue this melancholy but necessary detail. I am 
next to open to your lordships, what I am hereafter to prove, 
that the most substantial and leading yeomen, the responsible 
farmers, the parochial magistrates, and chiefs of villages, 
were tied two and two by the legs together ; and their tor- 
mentors, throwing them with their heads downwards over 
a bar, beat them on the soles of the feet with ratans, imtil 
the nails fell from the toes ; and then attacking them at 
their heads, as they hung dowTiward, as before at their feet, 
they^eat them "with sticks and other instruments of bh'nd 
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fhry, until tie blood goahed out at ttenr eye*, moufclii, aa 
zio*e*. 

Not thmloM that tbo ordinaiy ship* end cudgeii, ere 
BO admnMtere^ sew eufflcaent, to otiter* (end often abo t 
the lattie, who had iofEawd u I hare rtaton tJ^ amiliet 
mitead of raten and bamboo, whip* made of u» brancha o 
the bale tree— a tree full of aharp and at wmg thoouv ^hid 
tear the ikm and lacerate the fleah far wane tKt' ordiiiBij 
•courgia. 

For othen, exploring with a Bearching and tugmattfri 
mil ioe , itunolated hr an inatkte rapao^, all the deriou 
petha of nature for whatertt u meet unfriendlj to thej 
made rodi of a plant highly oaoatio and poiBcmcma, cahad 
heekeUeoy eitiTj wound of which featen and gangrene*, 
doohla and treble to the preeent torture, learw a cnift oi 
leprooi aoree upon the body, and often etub in the deatrue- 
t 70 R of bfe itmL 

At night, these poor nmocent B iif Tbre re , these Toartyrt of 
annoe aM extortioti, were brought into dongecna , and m 
the aeaaon when oatew talcea reflige m maentfhfh^ flom 
an the miaerk* and cares whidi wait cm hfa, they were 
three times sooarged, end made to redwn the vatche* of 
the mght br penoda and interrela of torment They wore 
then led ouv m the aerere depth of wmter, which there at 
certain Beeaoni would be Berere to any, to tho Indiam b 
moat serere and almost iotoJerable, — th^ vere led out be> 
fore break of day, and. stiff and sore as uiey were with the 
bnusei and woun^ of tho night were plunged mto water, 
and whilst their Jaws ehmg lo^thsr wim the cold, and their 
bodies were rendered mflmtelj mare Mnaibla, the blows and 
stnpe* were renewed upon tb^ baeka , and then, deliTering 
ttiwn orer to addieri, they were sent into their fimn* and 
tillages to diaeorer where s fow handfuls of grsm might 
be found conceded, or to extract tome loan fnra the rcm> 
nsnta of coiDpassKca and eoqragc, not tubdoed in those who 
had reason to f«r that tbehr own turn of tarment would be 
next, that they ahould succeed them in the same punbhment, 
and timt thw humanity, being token as a proof of 
their wealth, would auhjert thm (as it did In many case* 
lubject them) to the some inhuman tarturefc A/tifr this 
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circuit of the day through their plundered and ruined villages, 
they were remanded at night to the same prison ; whipped, 
as before, at their return to the dungeon ; and at morning 
whipped at their leaving it ; and then sent as before to pur- 
chase, by begging in th^e day, the reiteration of the torture 
in the night. Days of menace, insult, and extortion, — nights 
of bolts, fetters, and flagellation, succeeded to each other in 
the same round, and for a long time made up all the vicissi- 
tude of life to these miserable people. 

But there are persona whose fortitude could bear their 
own suffering ; there are men who are hardened by their 
very pains ; and the mind, strengthened even by the tor- 
ments of the body, rises with a strong defiance against its 
oppressor. They were assaulted on the side of their sym- 
pathy. Children were scourged almost to death in the pre- 
sence of their parents. Tins was not enough. The son 
and father were boxmd close together, face to face, and body 
to body, and in that situation cruelly lashed together, so that 
the blow which escaped the father fell upon the son, and the 
blow which missed the son wound over the back of the parent. 
The circumstances were combined by so subtle a cruelty, 
that every stroke which did not excruciate the sense, should 
wound and lacerate the sentiments and affections of nature. 

On the same principle, and for the same ends, Aurgins, 
who had never seen the sun, were dragged from the inmost 
sanctuaries of their houses ; and in the open court of justice, 
in the very place where security was to be sought against 
all wrong and all violence (but where no judge or lawful 
magistrate had long sat, but in their place the ruffians and 
hangmen of Warren Hastings occupied the bench), these 
wrgms, vainly invoking heaven and earth, in the presence 
of.-their parents, and whilst their shrieks were mingled with 
the indignant cries and groans of all the people, publicly 
were violated by the lowest and wickedest of the human 
race. Wives were tom from the arms of their husbands, 
and suffered the same flagitious wrongs, which were indeed 
hid in the bottoms of the dungeons in wluch their honour 
and their liberty Avere buried together. Often they were 
taken out of the refuge of this consoling gloom, stripped 
nake4, and thus exposed - to. the world, and then crueUy 
ecmuged ; and in order that cruelty might riot in all the cir* 
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eamitancee that melt into tendemea the dercetl Dttom, 
the nipplee of them brearta were pnt betis^ the aharp a3 
eJaatifi ndae of deft bamboo*. Here, m my hand, u my 
authority ; for otbpnriae one-wonld t hinV it moodible. But 
it did not end there. Gtowim from cnme to npened 
by cruelty for cmdtyi these fl^da, at length outragiiig ki, 
decency, natnra appLed lighted tcffobee and aW fbe-^ 
cannot proceed for ahame a^ h orror I) — these infernal farw* 
planted death in the aonrcs of life, and where th^ modeaty, 
which, more than reason, diftmgniahe* men from betata, rt- 
tires from the view, cveai ■hnnVs from the eiprmioo, 
there they erermaed and ghitted then mmatnral, manatroo*, 
and nefenooi cmelty, — there, where the rererence of nature, 
and the tanoti^ of joatieB^ dare* not to pursue, nor ted lure 
to describe their practicee. 

These, my lordi. were aaffennga which we feel aH in coo* 
men m India and m Kngtand, ty the general aympathy of our 
cottunon nature. Bat there were in that pronnee (eola to the 
tomenten by i£r lEaatmg*) thing* done whiob, frvm the 
pecnlmr msnnen of Indm, were even worn than all 1 hare 
laid before jon { ai the domimoQ of nuumera and tbo law of 
oplruon eontribate more to them huppmesa and mlaeTy than 
anything m mere aanntire nature can do 

The women thoi treated lost their eaala ITy lorda, wo art 
not here to commend or blame the matitutloiij and pre;jiidicee 
of a whole race of people, rsdicstcd m them byalt^aucce*- 
don of ages, on which no reason or argument, on which no 
Ticuaitiumi of thmga, no nuxtnre* of men, or foreign eon^ocft, 
have been able to moke tho amaUe*t impreaaKra. The alwr* 
igmol Gentoo mhabrtanU are all diapeiacd into trihr* ^ 
nt f p ^ , wfinh cBste bom to an invariable rank, righti, and 6o- 
■cnptiona of employment i wo that one caito cannot hy any 
meant paaa into another With the Qentoo* oortain impun 
tie* or diagmcea, thoogh Trithont any guilt of the party, mfrr 
lota of caate j and when the higheet caite, that of Dranin^ 
which 29 not only noble bnt aiUTed, it lo^ the peraon who 
kttea it doe* not tilde down into ono lower bnt reputable— 
he is wholly driven from all honcat aodety AH the rtlatt^ 
of life are at once dl»oIn*<L l£ia norenta are no fooOT n» 
psrentaj hit wife it joo longer hia wile; hi* children, no 
bu^ are no longer to regard him a* their father It la acaae- 
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thing far worse than complete outlawry, complete attainder, 
and universal excommunication. It is a pollution even to 
touch him ; and if he touches aiwof his old caste, they are justi- 
fied in putting him to death. Contagion, leprosy, plague, are 
not so much shunned. No honest occupation can be followed. 
He becomes an Haliclwre, if (which is rare) be sui’vives that 
miserable degradation. 

Upon those whom aU the shocking catalogue of tortures I 
have mentioned could not make to flinch, one of the modes 
of losing caste for Brahmins, and other principal tribes, was 
practised. It was, to harness a buUock at the court door, and 
to put the Brahmin on his back, and to lead him through the 
towns, with drums beating before him. To intimidate others, 
this bullock, with drums, the instrument according to their 
ideas of outrage, disgrace, and utter loss of caste, was led 
through the country ; and, as it advanced, the country fled 
before it. When any Brahmin was seized he was threatened 
■ with this pillory, and for the most part he submitted in a 
moment to whatever was ordered. WTiat it was may be thence 
judged. But when no possibility existed of complying with 
the demand, the people by their cries sometimes prevailed on 
the tyrants to have it commuted for cruel scourging, which 
was accepted as mercy. To some Brahmins this mercy was 
denied, and the act of indelible infamy executed. Of these 
men one came to the Company’s commissioner with the tale, 
and ended with these melancholy words, — “ I have suffered 
this indignity ; my caste is lost ; my bfe is a burden to me ; 
I call for justice,” He called in vain. 

. Your lordships will not wonder that these monstrous and 
oppressive demands, exacted with such tortures, threw the 
whole province into despair. They abandoned their crops on 
the ground. The people, in a body, would have fled out of 
its confines; but bands of soldiers invested the avenues of 
the province, and, making a line of circumvallation," drove 
back those wretches who sought exile as a relief, into the 
prison of their native soil. Not suffered to quit the listrict, 
they fled to. the many wild thickets which oppr^ m had 
scattered through it, and sought amongst the jy I ’ and 
dens of tigers a refuge from the tyranny of Warrer / ngs. 
Not qjile long to exist here, pressed at once by/ i “its 

and famine, the same despair drove them back ;/ ) ? 

vheir last resource in arras, the most quiet, the j ■ i 
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the most timid of tte bmnan rose up m an uuierui 
nuurreotioii j and, what will ohraj* happen In pojrahr 
tomolta, the edeo^ of tb« fary of the people fell co tie 
meaner and eometunea the relactaiit initnnnent> of fee 
tyranny, who fn Boreral placet were maaMcred. Ho nwff* 
rectum began m Snngpora, and kmhi apread ita die to fea 
nelghbotinng prormcat, which had been Waased W the kb» 
person with the tame o p p re amonB, die "Rngtah (iirf fa 
that pronnoe had been the aflaat wrinees, moat probaWy tia 
abetto and aocomphoa, of all theee horrors. Bh cfllW* 
first nrcOTlar, and then r^nlar, troopi, who bj dretdfiil and 
unlTeraaT mflitaiy aecoWm got the oetterof the impotail 
reeistance of tmarmed and imdiaoiplxDed despair I am tirtd 
with the detail of the gmeltiea of peace. I apare ytra tioae 
of a cruel and mhom^ war, of the execntiana whkli 
Without law or proeaa, or eren the shadow of aothantj, 
Were ordered by the "Rngluh rerenne chief m that pit^ 
Tmoe. 

In our Indian goTammoot, whaterer grieninc© is borne a 
denied to exUt , and eH mute despair, pid snlien jntawiee> >* 
eonatroed Into oontent ntufectton. Bot this geneitJ 
iHrerrectKm, which at ereiy moment threetened to blfl*o oot 
ofeeah, and to nrrolre oil tne prormoef in ita flamra, rent fa 
pieces that refl of fraud nH myatery that corera aH the 
miagnaa of all the pnmnoea. CWcu^ rung with it j and it 
was feared it would go to He . Bnqia b chief m the 

prannee, hfr (Joo^ad, repreeented it to Ifr ITaatmg^ 
re r em ie eonunitteo to be (what it waa) the greatest and most 
■enoni disturbance that erer happened In BengaL But, 
good easy he wma utterly unatle to gncai to what cotue 
ft waj to be attributed- Ho thought there was aome inw 
Isntj’ to the caBeettoof but oo the whole judged that it bso 
little other cause than a general oonspirtcy of the huahano- 
men and landboldera, who, as Debi Sing^a lease was near 
etpinng, had determined not to pay any more renrcnuc. 

llr^&asttngi’f committee of rerenne, whilst theee wounds 
were yet bleeSng, and whflat • total fellaro was threatened 
m the pcota ofSeee proniices, thought tbemsclrca obligtd 
to make an Inquiry, with eomo eort of appearance of senom- 
nets, into tho causes of it They looked thtrefore«aboQt 
them carefully, and chose what they judged would be mc-t 
»■ plausiblo and lewt effectira. They tlx^ht that it was 
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neceBsaiy-to send a special cominisiioner m^o 
and one, too, whose character wonld not uist 
credit of his mission. They cast their eys _cn & 
son, a servant of the Company, a man o? iair c — .-wC.t. 

.ong standing ia the service. Mr. Paterson. a 
known to he of a very cool temper, placid 
rate and middle opinions, unconnected mta p_._w-_es: 
from such a character they looted for (want sozz-c— — t-O 
be expected from it) a compromising, bakrc^ nentrai^c, 
eqmvocal, colourless, confrised report, in rrh^h tae 
was to he impartially divided between the snrerer ana the 
oppressor ; and in which, according to the stsrding nanrsn 
of Bengal, he wonld recommend oblivion as the best re 




and would end by remarking, that retrospect couia hine^z-o 
advantage, and could serve only to irritate and teep^ a:rre 
animosities : and hy this kind of equitable, candid, ^d ludge- 
like proceeding they hoped the whole complaiat wouid 
calmly fade away; the sufferers remain in the pcssession of 
their patience, and the tyrant of his plunder, tn conS deuce 
of this event from this presumed character, bir. Hastings’s 
committee in appointing Mr. Paterson their commisr.OE-eT 
were not deficient In arming him with powers equal to the 
object of his commission. He was enabled to call before 
him all accountants, to compel the production of all accounts, . 
to examine all persons ; not only to inquire and to report, 
but to decide and to redress. 

Such is the imperfection of human wisdom, that the com- 
mittee totally failed in their well-laid prcgect. They were 
totally mistaken in their man. Under that cold outside the 
commissioner Paterson concealed a firm, manly, and fired 
principle, a deciding intellect, and a feeling heart. 3Iy 
lords, he is the son of a gentleman of a venerable age an^ 
excellent character in this country, who long fiHed the seat 
^ chairman of the committee of supply in the House of 
CommoM, and who is now enjoying repose from bis long 
labours in an honourable age. The son, as soon svi be was 
appointed to this commission, was awed by, and dreaded, the 
consequences. He knew to what temptation be ebould be 
exposed, from the known character of Hebi Bing, to nnpprcsK 
or to rftarepresent facts. He, therefore, took out a fetter 
he had from his father, which letter was the preservation <d 
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hii ciftTtcter, and deatmetMai of hu fortune. Tmi 1^14* 
bo alwayo reoottod to in aH tijing oi^ondoa erf b* bfeu 

He the letter before him, and tbero -to* enjoined eoeh 
a bne erf mtegnty, of moomiptna*, of bearing emj degree 
of perwontaon mihar thin dugmiiog tnrfb^ tlat bo went up 
into the oountrj^ m a proper fiame of mirtd fbr r^nmg hbi 
do^ 

He want to Eongpore itnmglj unpretieid with a Ktno of 
the greet tmit that rrai placed m Mm } and be had not tbe 
leait reaion to donbt of fuli anpport m the exeeotion of it i 
ai he, with ororj other white m Bengal, probtblj, and 
orery black, except tro, wai igncErant of^e art that the 
Gkfrernor-Generi under whoeo delogatod aothoritjr ho waa 
sent, had been bnbod hj the fanner^oncral of tbcao pro- 
Ttncei, and had aold them to hu duOTtion ibr a greet miD 
of monej If Fatereon had known thia fact, no human eon- 
ndarohon would hare indaced him, or an^ other mm of com 
man mTidenoe, to undertake an inquiry into the condnet of 
Debt 01^ Ht^, zof larda, the conditian of an hoaest aer- 
rant in KaigaL 

But Fateraon wu ignorant of thli dark tranaaothm, and 
wont funpl; to perform a duty He had hardlj aet hit foot 
in the pronoce, when the murertal, unqoeatumed, uncao- 
tradicted tettimonj' of the whole people, concomng with the 
mamfert eridonce of thinga, whira oould not ljo,--with the 
face of an ntterir ruined, undoQO^ depopulated count it, and 
aared from htertu and exoeptkmleaa depopulalKm onlj hj the 
exhibition of aeattered baud* trf wfliL nalced, meagre, balP 
famiahed wretchea, who rent bearen with their criea and bowl. 

him no eort of donbt of the real eonee oj the Ute 
tumolta. In hu firat lettera he ttmrejed hu acntimeoti to 
the committeo wrth tbeee memorahle worda,— In m/tw 
repQiti I ^re act forth, in a general manner, the tpprt*** 
fnrut which pTOTokod the ryotta to nae. I ahsD, therefan*, 
not enumerate them now Brerj day of mr inquiry 
but to confirm tha facta. Ite wonder would hare been, U 
they had not riaen t it waa not eofloetion, but real rohbOTi 
ag g tarated by corporal ptndahment and erery iatnlt of du- 
grace i and thia not confined to m few, but extended ow 
rrery indiTiduah let tlw mind of man bo erer to ituch »• 

urtd to amitndo, atlD there ii a wnnt where oppreaaam* 
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rouse it to resistance. Connive to 
mst be tbe situation o£ a ryott, \7hen be sees everything be 
bas in tbewld seized, to answer an 
and sold at so low a price as not to answer one half of that 
demand: when be finds bimself so far from bemg relea^d, 
that be remains still subject to corporal punisbment Jiut 
wbat must be bis feelings, when bis tyrant, seeing that kind 
of severity of no avail, adds, family disgrace and loss ot caste 
You, gentlemen, wbo know tbe reserve of the natives in wha^ 
ever concerns tbeir women, and tbeir attacbment to tbeir 
castes, must allow tbe full effect of tbese prejudices under 
Bucb circumstances.” 

He, however, proceeded with steadiness and method, and 
in spite of every discouragement which could be thrown in 
bis way by tbe power, craft, fraud, and corruption of tbe 
farmer-general Debi Sing, by tbe collusion of the provincial 
chief, and by the decay of support from bis employers, which 
gradually faded away and forsook, him as bis occasions for 
it increased. Under all tbese and under many more dis- 
couragements and difficulties, be made a series of able, clear, 
and web-digested reports, attended with such evidence as 
never before, and, I bebeve, never wbl again appear, of tbe 
internal province administration of Hen^ ; of evbs univer- 
sally understood, which no one was ever so absurd as to con- 
tradict, and whose existence was never denied, except in- those 
jilaces where they ought to be rectified, although none be- 
fore Paterson had the courage to display the particulars. 
By these reports, carefuby cobated with the evidence, I have 
been enabled to lay before you some of the effects, in one 
province and part of another, of Governor Hastings’s general 
system of bribery. 

But now appeared, in the most striking light, the good 
policy of bir. Hastings’s system of 1780, in placing this 
screen of a committee between him and his crimes The 
committee had their lesson, milst Paterson is left cobect- 

■nli Tip bis accounts in Eungpore, 

Debi Sing IB ci^ed up, in seeming wratb, to tbe capW - 

desolated 

Lv^bp?^ ^ £700,000 sterling, 

Great Britiin Calcutta, aud sometimes in 

Great Bntam. Pehi Smg made good bis ground in Calcutta, 
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Md irhan be bad wofl prop«red hu oommitte©, m due tba* 
P»£«r*on returaa, uppeoi, aad, reporti. 

PoTfOiu erm leo {nfonned than tout brdabija are wdl 
•pwixed^ that all offlcen repreaanna^ gOTenmwnt, 
nmcn g m that character an atrtbontod mqmrr, are 
to a preftimptiTe credit for all thro proceedmgi, and that 
tbair reports of £icta Qtrbere there n no eridance of e c pi m - 
tion or malice) are m w flrat matano© to bo t«tim for tnm, 
eepeoallT tooae who bare anthemed the inqniiy; dd it 
ia tbedr doty to pot the harden of proof to the rtmim rj ce 
thoee 1^10 would unpeaeb or sha]^ the report 

Other prmaiplefl of poli^, and other rule* of P O T cra mept, 
and otb» Tpaxinta of office, prerailod in the comnnttcoof Jlr 
Haatin^’a deriainn In order to deatrojf that Joat and nato- 
rnl cremt of the officer, and the proteeticai mid gnpport they 
were bound to aflbid hup, the/ m an jnataot ahlft and rerm* 
all the relatiomi m which the portae* rtood 
This execntmj board, matitutod far the pnrteohoii of the 
rereoue end of the pocvleu and which was no eoort of jiirtxe 
m &ot or name, tarnea toeir own reprtaectatlTe officer, r> 
porting ftots eocordmg to ha doty, into a rolunt^ aceuaer, 
who u to make good ha daige at ha peril Tbt fsrmr- 
general, whoae (X^oot was cot gjnunaTl/ attacked, bnt ap* 
peared a* one of the grounds of a public inquiry, is tnrae d 
into a culprit before a court of justice, against whom crerr 
thmg IS to be Juridically made out or not admitted i and tM 
TTwnribftra of an cxecatiTe board, \rj usurpation and imd, 
erect toemadTee into judges, bound to proteed by ftnct rub* 
of law 

By inlaiDOUJ Juggle they took away, as far as m thtm 
lay, the credit doe to ^ nrowdiug* of g o r eH uaeoi They 
changed the natural artuation of prools. They refected tie 
depomtaona of Paterson’s witneeiei, as not on oath, fbcogk 
they nerer ordered or aatborixed them so to be takem 
went further, and disabled, in a body, all the d^ 
nents themselrei, whether on ooth or not on oath, by <&• 
crediting the whde pronnee, as a set of cnmlnsls, who gsts 
endenco to p^liate tbdr own rebellion. They admmifteM 
interrogatones to the commlsaloaer instead of the TOpni- 
Ther took a taue fcUoir, whom they had tbemsdnS troerw 
tl»r cotmnlsncmer to imprison for enmet (mmes chtjgtJ 
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on him, not hy the commissioner, hut by themselves), and 
made him a complainant and a witness against him in the 
stupidest and most improbable of all accusations, — namely, 
that Paterson had menaced him with punishment, if he did 
not, in so many words, slander and calumniate Debi Sing : 
and then the committee, seating this -wretch as an assessor 
at their o-wn board, who a few days before would have trem- 
bled like a whipped slave at the look of an European, encour- 
aged him to interrogate their o^vn commissioner. 

[Note . — Here Mr. Burke was taken ill, and obliged to sit doion. After 
some time Mr. Burke again addressed the Hoitse.'] 

My lords, I am sorry to break the attention of your lord- 
ships in such a way. It is a subject that agitates me. It 
is long, difficult, and arduous ; but with the Wessing of God, 
if I can, to save you any further trouble, I will go through 
it this day. 

I am to tell your lordships, that the next step they took 
was, after putting Mr. Paterson as an aceuser to make good 
a charge wnich he made out but too much to their satisfac- 
tion, they changed their battery. 

[Note. — Mr. Burke’s illness increased; upon which the House, on the 
motion of Hit Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, adjoumed,'\ 


TRIAL. 

SIXTH DAY, 19xh FEBRUARY, 1788. 


(Me. Btteke.) 

Mt Lonns, — In any great undertaking, a failure in the 
midst of it, even from infirmity, though to be regarded prin- 
cipally as a misfortune, is attended with some slight shadow 
of disgrace ; but your lordships’ humanity, and your love of 
justice^ have remedied everything, and I therefore proceed 
■with confidence this day. 
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ITy lordi, I think (to the beet of mj Tememhrtnee) th* 
Houeo adjourned at the j^od of tune in Trhjch I waa en- 
de a TOo nn g to fllnatrate the mischiefis that happened from 
Mr Hiftmga’i thrcnrmg off boa reaponBibllity by dwIi-gntTno 
hii poTTcr to s nominal council, and m realrtr to a blade bad 
man, a natiTO of the co imU y , of the Tram character that 
could be found m it j and the conaeqnenee of it, m prerent- 
mg the detection and the pomahment of the gi o taei t ahuaea 
that erer wore knoim to be committed m India or ai^ other 
part of the Trorld. 

My lorde, I etated to you that Mr Com imaai oner Paterson 
traa tent into that country I slated that he wia tent mto 
it inth all the authority of goromment, nith p<nrer to hear, 
and not only to bear and to report, but to rodreo, the gricr- 
ancee Trhieh he ihould fad m the cormtiy In short, there 
waa nothing Hunting to hie power but an honeat tnppori. 
Tour lordampe will be connneed, that tho road to fonuno 
wae eo^ to him. Pebi Sing for a faroorahlc report would 
hare ^reu a largo sum of money Your Icrdabips mQ be 
eonrmced that the coTEunittee vc^d not hare recured aueh 
a report aa a proof of bribery They would rather eonnder 
him aa a man vhoee conduct tended to concOiate, and to 
aofren troublesome and ddBcoIt matter*, and to settle tbe a> 
dcr of gorermnont as soon oa pomble. 

Some of the things coatamM m hta reports 1 hare taken 
the liberty of laying beforo yoor lordahjji, but rery faintly, 
TCry Imperlectly, OM far short of my materiala I hare 
stated tWt tho criminal againat whooi tbe comnuasiotier bad 
made hu report, instead of bang punished by that strong 
band of power which 3Ir IIa*tfngi has thoo^t proper to 
use upon other occasion when he has cnde&roured to make 
pnnett, or persons m the rank and with the attributes of 
sorereign princes, fed wbeoercr they hare inc ur red hi* pn- 
rate lesentmenta { that thu man «us put mto erery sittubca 
of offence or defence which the most litigious and prermrKa* 
ting law* that orer were inrented in tho rery boeom of arbi- 
trary power could afford him, or by which peculation end 
power were to be saceoed from the cries of aa oppreesed 

Paterson, I slated, from being a cotmnlanoner tirfcted 
to report und^ tho aulbonty of goremment to that goreni* 
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ment, was considered as a voluntary accuser, obliged to make 
good the articles of his charge. But, I believe, I stated that 
he did not long remain in that condition. 

I shall now proceed to state to your lordships, that this 
Debi Sing, fortified by this protection, which was extended 
even to the lowest of his instruments, thought it high time 
to assume the superiority that belonged to a personage who 
had the Q-ovemor- General for \i\b pensioner. No longer the 
sneaking tone of apology ; — no longer the modest allegations, 
that the commissioner was misinformed ; — he boldly accuses 
the representative of English government of forgery in order 
to destroy him ; he criminates and recriminates, and lays 
about him without mercy. 

Things were now in a proper train ; — the committee find 
the cause grooving and ripenmg to their wishes; — answers, 
replies, ohjections, and interrogatories, — accounts opposed to 
accounts, — balances now on the one side, now on the other. 
— Now debtor becomes creditor, and creditor debtor — until 
the proceedings were grown to the size of volumes, and the 
whole well fitted to perplex the most simple facts, and to 
darken the meridian sunshine of public notoriety. They 
prepared a report for the Qnvemor- General and council, suiti 
able to the whole tenor of their proceedings. Here the man 
whom they had employed and betrayed appeared in a new 
character. Observe their course with him ; — First, he was 
made a commissioner. Then, he was changed from a com- 
missioner to be a voluntary accuser. He now undergoes 
another metamorphosis ; — he appears as a culpnt before Mr. 
Hastings, on the accusation of the donor of Mr. Hastings’s 
bribes. He is to answer to the accusations of Debi Sing. 
He is permitted to find materials for his own defence ; and 
he, an old Company’s servant, is to acknowledge it as a favour 
to be again suffered to go into the province, without author- 
ity, without station, without public character, under the dis- 
countenance and frowns, and m a manner under prosecution, 
of the government. As a favour, he is sufiered to go again 
into Bungpore, in hopes of finding among the dejected, 
harassed, and enslaved race of Hindoos, and in that undone 
province, men bold enough to stand forward against all 
temptations of emolument, and at the risk of their lives, with 
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a ficn adkerence to tkeir orujuial charge { and at a time 
when tb^ ia;w lim an aban&med and penecnted prnate 
indmduah wboin thej had jnat before looked npon as a pn> 
tocfang angel, carrying •with hun the ■whole power of a bene- 
ficent gOTen u nent, and whom they had ujplied to as a msgts- 
trato of high and sacred antbonty, to neap tho eomplamta 
and to rednw the ^neraneea of a whole people. 

A new comniwon of jonior eerranta was at the same 
time sent ont to renew and reexamine the causey to inquire 
into the rngony, to examine into the examination, to control 
the report, to be oommisatonen npon the commission of Mr 
Paterebm Before these commisa oners he was made to appear 
as an accused person, and wae put npon his defence, but 
without the anuontj and without the tarour which ought 
to go •with an ocenM person for the purpose of enabling 
him to moke out such ddknce. 

These persona went down mto that country , and, after 
apanding a long time in mere matters of form, found they 
could not do without a represen talrre of I>obi Smg, and a> 
eordmgly they ordered Been 6iog to send up his takeoL 

I forgot to state to rvat loroshipt what tho eondiHon of 
Bebi Sing was daring tnis pro ceed ing This man bad been 
ordered to Calcutta cm two ffpounds , one on tho matter of 
his flsgitiotii mbeoudoct at Bongpore, and the other, for a 
great ^ore in the payment of bn stipulated rereoue. Bo* 
Her this double acou ttnon be was to be considered, according 
to the usual mode of proceeding in rndi cases, as a pnsoner t 
and be •was kept, not m the common gaol of Calcutta, not in 
Lne prison of toe fort, not in that gaoTin 'which Hajah Kund- 
comar, who had been prune minister of the empire, was coo* 
fined, but according to the mild ways of that country, where 
they chow to be mild, and (be persons are protected by tbo 
oiBcuI infinence of power, und^ a free custody He was 
put under a mard ot aepc^ but not confined to his house j 
he was pemStted to go auroad, wbero he was daily in con- 
ference with those who were to judge himj and wring an 
addeeu whtch seldom faOa, and a dexterity ncrer •wanting to 
a TTL^n poAScosed of £700,0(XV he coorerted this rwrd into n 
retinae of honour i their bayonets were lowered their mus- 
kets laid asido j they a tt end w bun with their tiae^nai, and 
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of a prisoner, tat to Imrer timr nmieti, md mil 
tneir liyoiictB, 

Itfi Bfirt ftep of theM connmsDonon la to erdode Mr 
Paterson rom aU tbeir dellberstloM j In order that both 

parties tm^ht be put on an eqnah^, one •wnnld nahirsUr 
oonclade that the colpnt Ddn fimg tfm Ukerue ododei 
Far from it : he sat nW the bench, Need I aaj but more 
tqwn this Bubject P The protection Mowed 

In this ntiatum, Mr nterson vrot© of the mciet pa- 
tiietio menonalj that ercr was penned, to the anmdl of 
Oalectta, mhmittnig to his hard fste^ bnt standing infletiWy 
to hia Tirtue, that brooght ft upon him. To do the man ju^ 
tice, he bore the whole of this pefseontion like an hera Se 
DCTBT tottered m his prmmplea, nor swmsd to the right or 
to the left, from the noble oanee of justice and humanity in 
which he had been engaged ; and when yonr lords^ps come 
to see his memonals you w^ faetB reason to oheerre, that 
hu sHI t tica are answewle to the dlcmtT of ha caose, and 
make hon worthy of ererything that he W tb* hosonr to 
snfier for it. 


To ent abort the thread of this ihodonn tcTtes of eormp* 
don, oppretmocL, fraud, and ducmeiy, wMch luted for up- 
ward of four yeari, Patersan remams mthout employtacnt t 
— the inhahitania of great pronness, whose snhttanco and 
whose blood wu eold by Mj nastm^ remam without re- 
dreu* — and the parehas«rD«Hfling,tist comipbniiguffotK^ 
and bloody ^rant, instead of beiM proceeded against by the 
committee In t smt for retribuboa to tho snirm*rs, » 
handed orer to the lUse semblance of a trial on a criminal 
charge, before a J^omedan judge, — an conal judge, bow- 
erer The judge was Mibomod Be» Khin, ms onginaJ 
patron, and the author of all his fortunes • — a judge who 
d^iends on bim, es a debtor depends upon his cr^tor To 
that judge is ho eent, withoot a distinct charge, without a 
proseentor, and without erWenee. The next ships will bnng 
rtra an acconnt of bis honourable acquittal, 

I hare stated before, that I considered air IIwtiogrM ns 

tponslble for the characters of the people he empio^; 
dOTbly responsible, if be i*na them to to had. I, ttoreiore, 
charge him with putting in situations in which any ermoiay 
be committed, persons of known eril charteters. 
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My lords, I charge Hm, as chief governor, with destroy- 
ing the institutions of the country, which were designed to 
he, and ought to have been, controls upon such a person as 
Dehi Sing. 

An officer, called dewan or steward of the country, had 
always been placed as a control on the farmer ; but that 
no such control should in fact exist, — that he, Debi Sing, 
should be let loose to rapine, slaughter, and plunder in the 
country, both offices were conferred on him. Did Mr. Hast- 
ings vest these offices in him p Ho ; but, if Mr. Hastings 
had kept firm to the duties which the act of parliament ap- 
pointed him to execute, all the revenue appointments must 
nave been made by him ; but instead of making them him- 
self, he appointed Gunga Govin Sing to make them ; and for 
that appointment, and for the whole train of subordinate vil- 
lany which followed the placing iniquity in the chief seat of 
government, hlr. Hastings is answerable. He is answerable, 
I say, first, for destrojdng his own legal capacity ; and next, 
for destroying the legal capacity of the council, not one of 
whom ever had, or could have, any true knowledge of the 
state of the country from the moment he buried it in the 
gulf of mystery and of darkness, under that collected heap 
of villany, Gunga Govin Sing. Drom that moment he de- 
stroyed the power of government, and put everything into 
his hands ; for this he is answerable. 

The provincial councils consisted pf many members, who, 
though they might unite in some small iniquities perhaps, 
could not possibly have concealed from the public eye the 
commission of such acts as these. Their very numbers, 
their natural competitions, the contentions that must have 
arisen among them, must have put a check, at least, to such 
a business. 

And, therefore, Mr. Hastings having destroyed every check 
and control above and below, — having delivered the whole 
into the hands of Grmga Govin Sing, for all the iniquities 
of Gunga Govin Sing he is responsible. 

But he did not know Debi Sing, whom he employed. I 
read yesterday, and trust it is fresh in your lordships’ remem- 
brance, that Debi Sing was presented to him by that set of 
toolp^ as they call themselves, who acted..^ thev 1 -‘^Ives 
tell us they must act, entirely and '• ‘ . ^ 
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G<mn U^onj,hr Oraiga Qcrm Smc himwll 

the coaflototial agent of Ifir Hortmga. 

Mr HaititigiMfartbermponta)lei,be«»a»8 he took •bribe 
of £40,000 eomo pfr»ot» m poicer m Dinagepore and 
Enngpore, the conntnet ^hlch were mraged in tS* Dumnw, 
throng the hjmda of Gnnm Gtmn Bmg,— threragh tt« me- 
dium of that vtt^ pemm ^om ha had aroointed^ eomaae 
•11 the aothontiei of the capTeine conDcal abore, and of aH 
inbordinato coimciU below flaring tbereforo thus •ppoint- 
ed a oouncH of tool* in the handj m Qonga Gorin Bme, at 
the eipenae of £GifiO0 o jeor, to vnparw^ all tho Eng^h 
pTormaal rmthontie* j — haring appoanted them for thejjurpow 
of egtafatiihmg a bribe factor-general, a general receirer and 
agent of bnb^ through all that country, — JXr Ilaitingi is 
rciponfible for all the conceqnencea of 

I hare thought it necevsaiy, and aboolntely neceteaiy it ta 
to Ktote what the cooacooehce of IhU cbmdeatme mode of 
supplying the Oompany^e engonae* wma ronr lordihiM 
wul eee, that their engenete* an to be tupphed by the nun 
of the landed Interest of • pnmnee, the destmebon of the 
bnabandmen, and the nun of all the people m lU ThU is 
the oonaeqaenoe of a general bribe-lmker, an agent like 
Gung* Gonn Bmg, fupereedjng all the powen and controis 
of troTomment. 

But Mr Hartingi haa not only rcdoced brihery to a tye- 
tom of goremmant praotieany, biri tfieorctically For when 
he despaired any banger of concealing hti bribes from the 
penetrating eye of pariliinent, then bo took another mode, 
arnl declarod, as your lordships w3l see, that it was the best 
w»y of supplyuig the necetnaes of the But India Company 
in the presjong eiigentBes of their aflairs , that thus a rdim 
to the Companv’s alliurt might bo yiddcd, which, in the 
common cotenaJblo mode, and under the ordmary fonna of 
gOTUTument, and publkJy, nerrer would be yielded io 
them. Bo that hribejy with him became a ropplcmcnt to 


etaetiotu , , , , 

The beat way of sbowmg that a tiooreticai lyitem w bad 
Is to iJtow tho praebcal mischiefs that it prodaewi b«M« 
• thing may look $peciorit fa» theory, and yet be minoM m 
otwSw I a thing my look erfl In theory, end yet be /o «• 
pcsetwe eicollttjt. Htw a thing in tbeoiy, stated by ilr. 
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Hastings to be productive of mucb good, is m reakty T^o- 
ductive of all ttiose borrible mischiefe I have stated, ^at 
Mr. Hastings ivell knew this, appears from an extract of tbe 
Bengal Eevenue Consultations, 21st January, 1785, a little 
before be came away. 

Mj. Hastings says, “ I entirely acq^uit Mr- G oodlad of all 
tbe charges ; be bas disproved tbem. It was tbe duty of 
tbe accuser to prove tbem. "Whatever crimes ma)' be es- 
tabbsbed against Bajab Debi Sing, it does not follow that 
Mr. Goodlad was responsible for tbem : and I so well know 
tbe character and abibties of Bajab Debi Sing, that I can 
easily conceive that it was in bis power both to commit tbe 
enormities wbicb are laid to bis charge, and to conceal the 

f rounds of tbem from Mr. Coodlad, who had no authority 
ut that of receiving the accounts and rents of the district 
from Bajab Debi Sing, and occasionally to be tbe channel of 
communication between him and tbe committee.” 

"We shall now see what things Mr. Hastings did, what 
course he was in, a little before his departure ; with what 
propriety and consistency of character he has behaved from 
the year of the commencement of his corrupt system in 
1778 to the end of it, when he closed it in 1785 ; when 
the bribes not only mounted the chariot, but boarded tbe 
barge, and, as I sball show, followed bim down to tbe Gan- 
ges, and even to tbe sea, and that be never quitted his sys- 
tem of iniquity ; hut that it survived his political life itself. 
One of his last political acts was this ; — 

Tour lordships will remember, that Mr. Gloodlad was sent 
up into the country, whose conduct was terrible indeed : for 
that he could not he in place and authority in that country, 
and he innocent, while such things were doing, I shall prove; 
hut that is not now my consideration. 

Tlie Governor- General’s minute, just read, is this, “ I en- 
tirely acquit Mj. Goodlad of all tbe charges ; he has dis- 
proved them. It was the duty of the accuser to prove them” 
(the accuser, namely, the commisaioner). “ "Whatever crimes 
may he estabbshed against Bajab Debi Sing, it does not fol- 
low that Mr. Gbodlad was responsible for tbem ; and I so 
well know tbe cbaracter,” &c. &c. &c. 

3fow your lordships perceive he baa acquitted Mr. Good- 
lad. He is clear. Be it, that he is fairlv and conscientiously 
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But That u Mr Eaftm^V accomit of Biki 
Detn Bing P He u presented to him m 1781 ^ Gnnga Gonn 
Smg, u a person agttmrt -whoae character thero oonld bo 
no enMption, and bf him accepted m that light Upon the 
ooconon I have mentioned, Mr Haatmgi’s immlon of bhn ii 
tHi ** I BO -wen know the oharacter and ibilitie* of Eajah 
Bebi Smg, that I can eoailj coneeire that it was m m* 
power both to commit tiia enonmties which are laid to ha 
charge, and to conoeal the grtmndi of them from Mr Good- 
lad, who had no anthontr bat that of rocomng the oceonnti 
and rent* of the dittnrt from B«yth Debi Sing, and occasum- 
all/ to bo the channel of commonieation bnween and 
the committee ” 


Thus your lordihipi tee what Mr Haafanga’s opinion of 
Debt Smg waa.— TVo ihafl prore It at another tune, by abund- 
ance of dear and demonrtmtivo endence, that, whether he 
wu bed or no ^at wa shall prore that b^ he waa indeed), 
even I* oonld oardiy be so bad aa he waa in tho opinion 
which Mr Haatio^ entertained of him , vho,notinthiiand* 
now diaowni thia mock committee, inahtnted by him* 
ee^ bnt m reality entirelj managed by Gimga Oonn Sing 
IMa Debi Bing was oceepted as an miexeoptioDable man: 
ond^t Mr mstmga knowa both bis jpower of doing mis- 
chief^ and hia artiflce In concealing it. Jl^ then, Mr Good- 
lad if to be acquitted, does it not enow tbo oril of Mr Uait- 


together with aH the conaultsHons re^>orting thorn t He 
strike* at the whole ayetem at onco, and, instead of it, he 
Icarea an nndcr pretence of controlling Gangs 

Gonn Sing's agent, appointed for tho my pnrpoao of giring 
him bribes, m a proTince whore Mr Hasting layi that agent 
had the power or committing tneb enoTmltka, ami whldi no- 
body doubts hli disposition to commit.^— He Ice res him, J 
in aueh a itate of mefBden^, that these ialqultlei could be 
concealed (though ereiy one true) from tho person aopoiflted 
there to inipeethia conduct! then could bo ha bow- 
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communication^ 


" n RTRtem under Gunga Govm Smg . “re me 


for tto very exureBS purpose of conveying bnb^, as 
mode of collecting tbe revenue, and supplying tbe Company 3 
exigencies tlirougli Gunga Govin Sing, :woidd be iniquitous 
upon the face and the statement of it. But "when jom lord- 
fihips consider vrhat horrid effects it produced, you ^1^1 ^suy 
see vrhat the mischief and abomination of Mr. Hastings s de* 
Btroying these proiincial councils, and protecting these per- 
aona, must necessarily he. If you bad uot knowu iu theory, 
you must have seen it in practice. 

But vhcn hotb practice aud theory concur, there can be 
no doubt that a system of private hrihery for a revenue, and 
of private agency for a conkltutional government, must ruin 
the country where it prevails, must disgrace the country 
that uses it, and finally end in the destruction of the reve- 
nue. Tor what says Mr. Hastings ? I was to have received 
£40,000 in hribes, and £30,000 was actually applied to the 
use of the Company. How I hope I shall demonstrate — ^if 
not, it will he hy some one abler than me demonstrated iu 
the course of this husiness — ^that there never was a bribe re- 
ccived by Mr. Hastings that was not instantly followed with 
a aciiciency in the revenue ; this is clear, and what we nn- 
derlake to prove; and that Debi Sing himself was, at the 
lime Mr. Hastings came away, between £20,000 and £30,000 
^ r So that in truth you always find a 

Tcveuue nearly equal, and in some instances I 
i'f show douhle, to all the bribes Mr. Hastings received - 

idea of a resource 

to fowl ^hat\lU*^'^ ^o^hipa, because I wish you never 

of revenne was, inkeir oZ 
^d mere 

moiion canhe attnbuted originally to in8trumen^ 
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■^^■' ^ \^atf«iBs*e*-'^^^i. .t thit board wbo w» 

issSSs." ” -’ “ 
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Shore only, a man of great abilities, and intnnatel}' a( qiiainted 
with the revenue, who must know when he Ivas m n situ- 
ation to do good, and when not.^ The other gentleman 
whom I have mentioned, Mr. Hastings’s co^dant m CAerr- 
thing but his bribes, and supposed to be in his closest secrets, 
is 1 &. Anderson. I should remark to your lordships, that 
Mr. Anderson is a man apparently of weak nerves, of modest 
and very guarded demeanour, as we have seen him in the 
House of Commons ; it is in that way only I have the 
honour of knowing him. Air. An derson being asked whether 
he agreed in the opinion and admitted the truth of his friend 
Mr. Shore’s statement relative to the dewan of the committee, 
his answer was this — “ I do not think that I should have 
ivritten it quite so strong, but I do in a great measure agree 
to it, — that is, I think raere is a great deal of truth in the 
observation ; I think, in particular, that it would require great 
exertion in the committee, and great abilities on the part of 
the president, to restrain effectually the conduct of the 
dewan ; I think it would be difficult for the committee to in- 
terpose a sufficient control to guard against aU the abuses of 
the dewan.” ° 

*^61:6 is the real president of the committee, — there the 
most active, efficient member of it. They are both of one 
opinion concerning their situation ; and, I think, this opinion 
\ ^ more strong ; for as he thinks he 

^ have wntten it with a little more guard, but should 
Bhln Bubstance, you must naturally think the 

s^pression the truest representation of the circum- 


circumstance that must strike your lord- 
nnvB ^ mstitution. It is where the president 
ab’iKf^Do V ^ of fhe president would be to exert his best 
if. ’ ^®|^®^f®®f*^Pphcation, his constant guard, for what? 

heing^trullw gi^ty of bribery, and 

ttitutt^ ^ of oppressions. So here is an executive con 
Ruch a executive minister is to be in 

Plovment n? of rach a disposition, that the chief em- 
£d all V® the committee is to 

>8 a imI annmiiT’rf^^v mischief. Here 
poatest greatest possible power, of the 

Potest possible wickedness, in a sLation to exert that 
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power and wiokednea for the dfstrooticm of the counliji 
and, witiioirt doubt, it ■wcrald require the createat aKbtr and 
dniieoce in the perton at iht bead of that eoonal to pte- 
Teni rt. Such a comtitution, allowed and, allfeod by^ 
peraoni tiiemaelrea -who compoeed it^ waa, I nerw 

beard of in the world. 


Now that I bate done with tbia part of the ^«n of 
bribery, your lordihlpa wQl permit me to foUow lu Hiit* 
inga to ma kit partai^ acene. ^ parted with hia power, 
he parted with hia ntuaboo, he parted with eTiwrtbing, 
but M nerer ooold part with Qunga Gorin Rn^g ^ wai 
on hia Torage. he 1^ embarked, he was upon ^ OangM, 
he had qmttM hta goremment j and hia last dying aigVu 
laat parMg roice, waa Gonga Gorin Smg It ran upon the 
banka of the Gangea, aa another pkinbre roice ran upon the 
banka of another lirer (I forget whose) j ha laat aecenti 
were Gunga, Gunge Gomn Sing It demcnatiatea the power 
of fnendahip- 

It a aaid by aome idle, abnud m o m lata, that Cnendahfp ii 
a thmg that aauut vobaiat between bad mem } bat 1 w^ 
iIktw your lordalyn the direct eontrary j and, after haring 
ahown you what Gonga Gorm 8mg waa, I ahili brinKbcfora 

r n Mr Haatinga’a act of friendship for hircL Not that 
hare quite ahown you ererything, but pretty well, I think, 
respeotiug tbia nmn. 13iere ia a great deal concerning lua 
character and eondact that ta kid by ; and X do beliere, that 
wbaterer thoa X abould toko op m eipaliaUng opon tbeaa 
things, there would bo “in the lowest deep atill a krwet 
deepr’ far th^ k not a day of the inquiry that does 
not bnng to light more and mare of IbU ord ogamit Mr 

^B^^efort I open the papers relatlre to thU act of Mr 
Haatingt’i fiiendiiip for Gangs Qonn Sing, 1 umat rtiiak 
s^ areuniatances, that your krdabiM may uoderstod 
thoffooghly the nature of it Tour lordshipa may recohccl, 
that about the of the roccesaiou of the tmnor Bajab of 
Dlnfwepore, who waa then but firo or aii years of age, and, 
when Ilr llajtings left Bengal, eight or nine, Mr llaatmp 
had reeeiT ed from that country a bribe of about £40,000 
Ihere la a fiWity ereu In brib^ r-thero ia a truth ftnd oh. 

jcrtance eren m eonuptico I there k a jusliee, that, if a jpey 
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IB to be paid for protoction, protectioB sLoiiid be given. iMy 
lords, Mr. Hastiiigs received this bribe through Gunga GoviL 
Sing ; then, at least through Gungu Govin Sing, he'’oueht to 
take care that that Eajah should not be robbed ; th^t he 
should not be robbed, if Gunga Govin Sing could help it ; 
that above all he should not be robbed by Gunga Govin Sino' 
himself. — But your lordships rvill nnd that the last act of 
Mr. Biastings’s life ■u'as to be an accomplice in the most cruel 
and perfidious breach of faith, in the most iniquitous transac- 
tion, that I do believe ever was held out to the indignation 
of the world -n-ith regard to private persons. When he de- 
parted on the 16th of February, 1785, when he was on board 
in the mouth of the Ganges, and preparing to visit bis native 
wuntry, let us see what the last act of his life then was. 
^ar the last tender accents of the dying swan upon the 
(lan^s: regret which I cannot but feel in relinquish- 

service of my honourable employers would be much 
embite^ Tvere it accompanied by the reflection that I have 
g ected the iMrits of a man who deserves no less of them 
T? Gunga Govin Sing, who from his earh'est voxitli 

oil employed in the collection of the revenues, an^ was 
fill selected for his superior talents to 

frnm Calcutta committee. He has 

natiTP orr 4 - ^ short- intermission, been the prindpal 

and T 1 .™ of the Company’s revenues ; 

the duHpc ^jsslf to say, that he has performed 

To mvKplf if 1 ,^ fidelity, diiigenee, and ability, 

which tipH-v ^ proofs of a consfancv and attachment, 

expectarions ex'cited by tbe pre- 

iog them ^ngerons, that, far fit)m find- 

not invariahlv generality of his countrymen, I did 

ti™' amongst my TTSth 

desire of tpw it is natural tbat 1 shoold feel e 

^d even for justice, gratitude, generos^r 

means of ^and it : and I resort to the board for tae 
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^jing durkfloitj, or potdion*, for grant* of l*n<lf 1/iag m 
diSiBUt diitnett , tb« totnl jmama, or rent, of whidx amoont 
to nrpeoB 2,88, OGL 12. L*' 

Your lordilnm recoUoct tlmt Mr. TjtV{t^ « ^rn one of tbs 
bribe ngenti of Mr Hjatmgi , tme, I meftn, of a corporation, 
bnt not coiparate in tbeir testa. My lord*, Mr Tji i - Wm h®* 
told you, he ha# told ua, and be ha# told tho court of direct- 
or*, that Mr Hartmg* parted m a q^oarrel with Gnnga 
Germ Sing becanae he had not fiutMaUy kept hii engtge> 
ment with regard to hi* bribe i and that, ^n«ti‘wd of d^,000 
from Dinagepore, he had only paid him £80,000. My lord#, 
that xmqnitoai men vill defirand one another! can concrire ; 
bnt yon wiD perceiro by Mr H*#tingi’» behanour #t part- 
ing, that ho either had in fact recerred thia money from 
Gtmga Gonn Sing, or in eoAe vay or other had abundant 
raaeon to be satuncKi { that bo totally forgot bii anger npon 
tbia occasion, and that at partuig bu hut act «as to ratify 
frantt ^land* (§o deecnbod by Mr ilaiUng*) to Guoga 
Gonn Smg Your lordabip* mil recollect the tender andibr> 
dring temper of Mr Haitunga. IThatertT httle btekeringi 
there might hare been between them about their am#ll money 
concemi, ^e purifying vaten of tbc Gauge# bad washed 
away all iiiia, eomitiM, and discontent. By sotne of those 
orta wl^ Qunga Gonn Sing knows bow to practise fl 
mean eoncOiatory honest arts) be had faiHy wipra awarsil 
resectment out of3Ir Hasting*** zmndj and be, who so long 
remembered the aOroot oderra him ^ Cbdt Smg, totally 
forgets Gtmga Gonn Sing's fraud of £10,000, and attempt 
to others the instromenu of gtring him wbat be 
his reward. 

blr Uastingc etates among Qonga Gorin's mmtf,tbatbe 
bad, irojQ the time of rts institution, and with a rcry short 
intermission, serred tho olSce of dewan to tbo Calcutta com* 
mitteo That sh^ Jntenmwcn was, when bo was turned 
mit of office npoQ proof of peculation and cmbertlcmcnt of 
public money , but of this cause of the intrrmisiKm in tb* 
political life and pcdihcal ment# of Onuga Gonn Sing Mr. 
Hastmg* doc# not tcH you 

Your lordsbp# shall now bear what opinion a awtnbcr of 
tbepronccialrooncD etColcott*,in wbicn be badalAtserred, 
badcfhim. “irboM Oungt Ooria Singf " TbeansvtrUj 
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— “ He was, wlien I left Bengal, dewan to the committee of 
revenue. "Wliat was his office and power during Mr. Hast- 
ings’s administration since 1780 ? — He was formerly dewan 
to the provincial council stationed at Calcutta, of which I was 
a memher. His conduct then was licentious and unwarrant- 
able, oppressive and extortionary. He was stationed under 
us to be an humble and submissive servant, and to be of use 
to us in the discharge of our duty. BQs conduct was every- 
thing the reverse. We endeavoured to correct the mischiefs 
he was guilty of as much as possible. In one attempt to 
release fifteen perso^is illegally confined by him, we were dis- 
missed our offices ; a difierent pretence was held out for our 
dismission, but it was only a pretence. Since his appointment 
as dewan to the present committee of revenue, his line of con- 
duct has only been a continuance of what I have described, 
but upon a larger scale. What was the general opinion of 
the natives of the use he made of his power ? — He was looked 
up to by the natives as the second person in the government, 
if not the first. He was considered as the only channel for 
obtaining favour and employment from the Q-overnor. There 
is hardly a native family of rank or credit within the three 
provinces whom he has not sometime or other distressed and 
afflicted ; scarce a zeraindary that he has not dismembered 
and plundered. Was you in a situation to know this to be 
true ? — I certainly was. What was the general opinion, and 
your own, concerning his wealth ? — It is almost impossible 
to form a competent judgment, his means of acquiring it have 
been so extensive. I had an account shown to me abont 
July, 1785, stating his acquisitionsatthree hundred and twenty 
lacks of rupees, that is, £3,200,000.” 

My lords, I have only to add, that, from the best inquiiies 
I have been able to make, those who speak highest of his 
wealth are those who obtain the greatest credit. The esti- 
mate of any man’s wealth is uncertain ; but the enormity of 
his wealth is universally believed : yet M!r. Hastings seemed 
to act as if he needed a reward ; and it is therefore neces- 
sary to inquire what recommended him particularly to Mr. 
Hastings. Tour lordships have seen that he was on the 
point oif being dismissed for misbehaviour and oppression by 
that Calcutta committee, his services to which Mr. Hastings 
giveads one proof of his constant and uniform good behaviour. 
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“ He htd executed," he b»^ " the iuhtt of hii office with 
fidelity, dfiigenoe, end abtti^*’ These ■» hjj pnldie mente j 
Imt he ha» pnnte menti • — ^"To nmelt;” eay* h^ •• he h»i 
giren procM of cotirtwi^ and attettmenL'’ 

Kow we, who h*Te been oied to look Twy ^{g ently oret 
the Oomptny ^ i recordi, tmd to compare one part fl5h another, 
oek whju thoeo lemcee wer© wMci hare «o rtron^ly reoom* 
molded him to Mr Hartfoge, and induced him to ipeik ao 
faronrably of hia {rabho eerrlcta. "What thoee eerrice* aie 
doee not appear , we hare tearched the rctord* fiir them 
(and thoae recordi are reij bo^ and lo4;naci(ma), aboot that 
period of tune, daring wmch ilr Hastmga waa labouring 
under an eclipse, and near the dragun'i mouthy and aH the 
drama at Bengal beating to jrte bus from tbia dazigerona 
cclipae. Horuig thia ti^ there u nothing pnblidy done, 
timre ii nothing pufaUdy mii by Gunga Gotm Smg There 
were then some aemeea of Oanga Oorin Sbg that he im> 
diacorered, which be takes ta proo& of atta^usient. AVhat 
ooald tker be P they were not pubhc ; oobexJr know* any* 
thing of tnem , they mart, by mareuce to tbe nmc, u far aa 
we can Judge of them, be aemeea of concealment. Other* 
wise, in the coorae of thia bannesj it will be DCeesaaiy, and 
htr Huhnga will find occaaion, to abow what thoae per* 
aoanl acmacB of Qtmgu Gonn Smg to him were J!i* rer* 
Ticea to Gnnga Gorin Smg were pr e tty conapicuoua j for. 
after be waa tamed out fe peculation, Mr Halting* rratorca 
him to Ua offioo ; and when ne bad imprisoned fifteen peraona 
illegally and oppreatiTely, and when the coundl were about 
to act tbem at libertr, tboy were set at liberty tbem#elrc*t 
tl^y were diamUwd their office*. Your lordahip* ace, then, 
what bU puhlia aerricca were HU prirote aerricea are nn* 
kuenm ; they moat b<> aa wo conreiTB from their being tm* 
known, of a napvcioaa nature t and I do not go further than 
•UJpicion, becauao I oorer beard, end I hare not been with- 
out attempt* to make the diacorery, what thoae aerrlce* were 
that rceominended Mm to Mr Harting*. 

TTwying looked at bUpnhUeacmcea, which are well known 
lecne# of wickodne*^ borbanty, and eomiption, wo nett 
come to aco what hia reward la. Tour Iordan^ bear what 
reward ho thought proper to accuro Ibr htmaelTj and^ bc- 
Hore, a who ha* power Uk% Gang* Oorin Smg, and a 



•WABREN HA.STra(J3, ESQ. 


disposition like Gun^a Goyin Sin^, can hardly wai 
means of rewarding himself ; and if every virtue rewa 
self, and virtue is said to he its ovm revirard, the vir 
Gunga Govin Sing was in a good way of seeking its o 
ward. Mr. Hastings, however, thought it was not rigl 
such a man should reward himself ; hut that it was nec 
for the honour and justice of government to find hie 
ward. Then the next thing is, what that reward shi 
It is a grant of lands. Tour lordships vrill observe, thi 
Hastings declares some of these lands to he unocc 
others occupied, hut not hy the just owners. How 
were the very lands of the Bmah of Dinagepore, from v 
he had taken the bribe of £40,000. My lords, this 
monstrous thing. Mr. Hastings had the audacity, 
parting act, when he was coming to England, and ouj 
have expected (whatever he did expect) the respons 
of this day, — he was, I say, shameless enough, not c 

f ive this recommendation, hut to perpetuate the misch 
is reign, as he has done, to his successors ; for he has 
done BO by making it impossible almost to know anytt 
the true state of that country : and he has thereby made 
much less responsible and criminal than before in any i 
they may have done since his time. But Mr. Hastin 
only recommends and backs the petition of Gunga 
Sing with his parting authority, which authority he ma 
people there believe would be greater in England than 
in India, but he is an evidence ; he declares, that “ 
mvn knowledge these lands are vacant, and confej 
therefore, by the laws of this as well as of most other 
tries, in the absolute gift of government.” 

My lords (as I said), Mr. Hastings becomes a w 
and, I believe, in the course of the proceedings you wi’ 
a false witness, for Gunga Govin Sing. “ To my owm 
ledge,” says he, “they are vacant.” Why, I caunc 
that Mr. Hastings had ever been in Dinagepore ; or 
had, it must have been only as a passenger. He bad n 
supervision of the district in any other sense tban wit 
kind of eagle eye which he must have had over all T 
and which he had for no other purposes than those for 
eaglcV eyes are commonly used. He becomes, you 
witness for Gunga Govin &ng, and orders to be give 
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U s »comDcn»0 for aH the inlqmtoua leti tin* timn eoa* 
mitted, the land* of that rery Bojah wto thjon^ the 
of &imga Gonn Sing hud giren an enormoo* brhw to 3Ir 
Haitanfir*. Theao land* ven not mthoot an cnrnerabn, hot 
wore land* m the hand* of the Bajah, and irero to bo •orercd 
from the lemindary and giren to Gimgn Gorm Sing Ibo 
ntanner of obtaining them » eomething to ihoddng, and con* 
tam* tncih a nnmbep of enormibet completed m one act, tW 
one am tcaroe im a g ine how auoh a componnd oonld oust. 

IHu* m a n, boaidn hi* office of dcwan to the Calcutta cotn* 
nnttee, which gare him the whole management and power of 
the rerenue, wna, at I hare atoted, at the bend of alitbe re- 
gtrtepi m the kingdom, whoae doty it wnt to be a eonti^ 
upon him as dewan. At Mr Hastingt deatrored ererr other 
canititntional aettlement of the country, to tu office whidi 
wai to be a check npcm Googn Gonn Sing, namely, the 
giftor of tbo coratry^ had been •opereoid^and rovired in 
another ihape, and grren to the own ton orthi* rnr n^n - 
God forbid that a eon thoold not be nndor a certam and 
reasonable ribordmaboo ! But tboogb in thia coimtTT we 
know a ton may poesblr be free frra tb« control of hb 
father, yet tho meonost uare ii not m a more abject condi* 
tion of slarery than a son i* m that country to mi fatbert 
lor it extend* to the power of a Homan patwt The office 
of register i* to take care that a full and bar rent u lecured 
to goremment ; and obore all it i* hb business to take care 
of the body of laws, the rojjaun moUack, or custom of the 
conntry, of which he b tho guardian a* the head of the law 
It was Ms bofincss to secure that fundamental Isw of the 
goremaient, and fundamental law of the eooatry, that a 
roanndarT cannot be fpbt, or any portion of it aeparated. 
witboot the content of toe goremment. TM* roan betryrea 
his trust, and did priratoly, contrair to the duty of ha office, 
get thb minor Hajoh, wbo was but an infant, who was hut 
nine years old at tM time, to make orer to him a part of hb 
senundarr, to a largo aroouat, under colour of a tniodolcnt 
and fictinous salo. By tbo law* of that country, by the 
common law* of nature, tho act of this chfld was roid. IT^ 
art wM Toid a* agamit the Roremment, by girlag a semfa* 
dary without the content of the goremment to the rery^nun 
wbo ought to hare prerenteJ auSi an act r be has the tame 
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Kirsa j.*— .tweE 

S aad probaUy forged 

iSd to ■> '‘® r‘ f “ *“ fToS' 

S himfpon suoban article, because lie rrho would pur- 

''"ibe'ueit step was to get one of bis P®™*; rcktiolis io 
Beem to give a consent-, because taking it of tlie minor nas 
too eross. The relation, "wbo conld no more consent by the 
law of that country than the law of this, gave appareutlj^ hia 
consent. And these were the very lands that Air. Hastings 
speaks of as “lands entirely at the disposal of government. 

All this came before the council. The moment Mr. Hastings 
was gone, Tfifiia seemed a little to respire 5 there was a vast 
oppressive weight taken off it, — ^there was a mountain re- 
moved from its breast ; and persons did dare then, for tho 
first time, to breathe their complaints. And accordingly, this 
minor Eajah got some person Mnd enough to tell him that ho 
was a minor, — that he could not part with hia estate ; and 
this, with the other shocking and illegal parts of the process, 
was stated by hiin to the council, who Wd Air. Hastings’s 
recommendation of G-unga Govin Sing before them. The 
council, shocked to see a minor attempted to he dispossessed 
in such a manner hy him who was the natural guardian of 
all minors, shocked at such an enormous daring piece of 
iniquity, began to inquire farther, and to ask, how came this 
his near relation to consent ? He was apparently partner in 
the fraud. Partner in the fraud he was, Wt not partner in 
the profit ; for he was to do it without getting anything for 
it the wickedness was in him, and the profit in Gunga 
Govm Sing. In consequence of this inquiry, the man comes 
aoAvn to account for his conduct, and declares another atro- 
wus miqmty, that shows yon the powers which Gnnga 
Smg posMsed.-- Grnga (Jolm Sing," says be “Ts 
master of the couutr, , be bad made a grertfestival fw the 

Sieved barelsgried Se 

euumry, and celebrated m this, manner, and, you may 
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depend npon it, m • TnAimer, ty him, upon hu rjtng M« 
motheri MTpereaa Isa out -wai mittked. d^paed, iM di*- 
gTMsd. “ Bat he had it in hi« power, and I tra* threateiad 
tobodepnredofiDyeaitebrhia r^tor.wiohad the caite 
in hfl abwlnte dii^tioii.*’ fiftji be, “I waa under terror, 
I wai under duresse, and I did it.” 

Gunga Gonn Sing -wna fortified by the oniman that the 
Gkrrenior, though departed, Tirtnallyreeided m that oocntiy 
Gk>d grant that ina power may bo extopated out ofitnowJ 
I doubt it I but, moM aaturodly, it waa reaidmg m ita plent 
tude when he departed from thence, and there waa not a 
man in India who was not of opinion, either that he was 
ectnally to r e lu ni to gorem Inda again, or that Iru power la 
euch in Bngiand ai that he might roreni It hare. Ami mdi 
were the hopee of those who had mtentianj agamit the et* 
tatea of otbert. Gongi Qorm Sing, therafoie, beiiig preaaed 
to the wall by thia declaration of & B^jah's rela^n, when 
he could tar nothing againat it, when it waa el^ and mam* 
fint, and there were onh imradent, barefaced demala and 
aieererationj a^^amat facta which earned truth with theoH 
aelrea, did not m bia snawer mutend to my that a ieiom» 
darr might be ported without the consent of the gorsmmant, 
— that a minor might be dgnrred of rL — that the next 
relation had a power of disponng of it He did mdeed eay, 
but nobody beltered him, that he had used no force upon 
this relatian ( but os ge er y one knew the act would be roid, 
be waa dnyen to Mr Haaknga’a great refoge , he waa driren 
to tar, “ the goremmant in tnu eountry haa arbitncry power, 
— the power of goramment la ererything, — the ri^t ca 
the fubject nothing) — they hare at all tnnea leparatM ae- 
mindanea trom thc^ lawftii propnetcow. Giro me what Mr 
Haatzuga canitantlr grren to other pecmle without any 
right, or shadow or aemhlanco of nght, at alL”— God fao^ 
it fa weU that I walk with my antbonfym i^handj for 
there are anch mmea, auch parfantona, incxedjhJo enm^ to 
be brought before yoor lardihipa, that it w^d baror be 
bebered, were It not that I am conitantly. aa I hope latall 
etmitantlr b^ guarded with sridenco, and that the atrong- 
eat <-b«t «**n eren the endence of the jArtica^hein* 

JOTT inqnby (Uim** Qonn 81 b* ««J1 to tio 
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^cil) every circumstmce vvill appear in its true colcurs. 
With respect to the alienation of parts of zemindaries, the 
wtent and consequence of the great zemindars depend in a 

great measure on the favour and countenance of the rulinff 
powers. 

“By what means did this zemindar of Dinagepore get 
pe^on of purgunnah Buttassim after the death of Eyc^ 
1th orS^T^ 11^8; of purgunnah Coolygong alX^ 
ShstLwt^r- ^^°^derahn^, the s5ne year, not- 

Tliis ha^een pecuniary consideration? 

dory and purgunnahs in his zemin- 

eS fte CodlTf^^ zemindaries besides, 

PosMsll .r f accession. Eamkissen, in 11V2, got 
the nurffunn zemindary of Mahomed : 

divisions, 

over to the son^S Sheopersaud was made 

8We. Pur^ni bT J possessor of the third 

Baharhund belonged to the zemindary of 

ofthenSl changes took place in the lifetime 

title, or purchase.” 

He WM thfi r!? not heard before of Lucknaut Nundy. 
heard before Sp°/p Pcvson of whom your lordships have 
hige, Mr ttS ^ B&hoo, the banyan of Mr. Hast- 

that a ^ abundance of other cases 

thers gSallv ^he fa- 
‘Ond the Eatitiw tu^® ni_ the names of their sons ; 

®hi, an old Bhowani^, possessing the zemindary of Bad- 

Btripoedofn^ ^ Ma, was 

f ti) Luck- 

(you see !^® ®®°’ Hastmgs’s banyan; and then 

Grovin Rm,7® ‘^°^®o‘inence of good examples) comes Gunga 
a zemindniE’ ®^y®> 1 am as good a man as be ; there is 
as von ^vep, ; then do as mncb. for Gunga Govin Sing 
drawn f Cantoo Baboo. Here is an argument 

V 0 Tn> 1« j practice of Mr. Hastings. And this shows 

necessity of suppressing such iniquities by 
t . »ng xue author of them. You will punish Air. Hasting ; 
no man will hereafter dare to roh minors, no man will 
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hercflfler dare to rob widow*, to giro to the vilest of mankind, 
their own boio imtm jnett ta, for tbetr own nefiuioui pmpoces, 
the land* of other* without n^t, trtlw^ or pnrchiuo. 

Mj lordt I wiD not after thia state to;roQ the £il*e repio- 
aentation oi the value of these land*, which ttna mur^ gave in 
to gomnment He reprwented it to bo much le« Ihm it 
was, wheal he desired toe grant of them^ a* ihall be stated 
when it comes before your lordahipa, at the proper thne. 
But at present I am only touching upon prmajple*, hrnig* 
mg example* to far as &ey iHastTato pnnciplei, and to thow 
how precedent* spread. 

I beliero, your lordahipa wfll ooncoivo hottor of the spirit 
of these transoctiona by my mtenmxing with them, as I ahall 
endearour to do, as much as posable of the grounds of them. 
1 win. Venture to ta^, that no deecnptian thti I can give, no 
painting, if I waa «lher able or willing to point, couM iitiho 
these tjnnwctiona appear to your lordaiape wHh the strength 
which they have m tbemselvea , and your lordahip* will bo 
convinced of tho, when yon see, what nobody oonld hardly 
believe, that a man can tty, ** It wu given to other* without 
right, title, or purehnae , giro it to m* without n^hi, title, or 
poTchtae , — me mo the estate* of mmoi* without nAt, title, 
or tmrdi^ because Mr Hsstinn gave the estates of widows 
witnoTit nght, trtlo, or purohaae." 

Of thia exemplary grant, of this pattern for future proceed* 
mg|^ I will ebow your lordships the cconequence. 

1 will read to your lordahips pari of the egaminatkai of s 
witnese, a report of a committee of the House of 

Gommona. 

" Aw von acquainted with the situation of the senmidarT 
of Bahaihimd T — It lies to the eastward of BinigsMre and 
Bungnoro. I wa* stationed In that neighbcrurhood. To whom 
didrt^ ormnaHy bdong P — I behove, to the temindary of 
Eadahi, hSongmg to Eanny Bhowamy For what reason wi* 
it t flVer from the Eanny of Badabi and given to Omloo Bs- 

IXHj p I do not exactly reooneet j I bebere, on some plea of 

mcapaaW or inrolBoency in her to manage it, or some pro- 
tend^ dEcdine m the revenue^ owmg to mismanagement 
On what tenna was it grunted to Qantoo Batw or mi son P 
—I behove it was a grant in perpetm^, at tEJ reuraue or 
ropw* 82,000 or 63,000 per aainum. Wwf aowant did b* 
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collect from the country ? — I cannot teU, The year I was in 
that neighbourhood, the settlement with his under-tenants 
was something above 3,63,000 rupees. The inhabitants oi 
the country objected to it. They assembled in a body oi 
about five thousand, and were proceeding to Calcutta to 
jiake knonoi their grievances to the committee of revenue. 
They were stopped at Cossimbuzar by JNoor Sing Baboo, the 
brother of Cantoo Baboo, and there the matter was com- 
promised, in what manner I cannot say.” 

. Tour lordships see, Mr. Hastings’s banyan got this ze- 
mindary belongmg to this venerable lady, imable to protect 
herself; that it was granted to him without right, title, or 
purchase. To show you that hir. Hastings had been in a 
constant course of such proceeding, here is a petition from a 
person called ********* for some 
favour from government, which it is not necessary now to 
state. In order to make good his claim, lie states what no- 
body denied, but which is Tiniversally known in fact. Says 
he, “I have never entertained any such intention or idea,” 
that is, of seizing upon other people’s zemindaries, “neither 
am I at all desirous of acquiring any other person’s zeminda- 
ry in. this country,” &c. ♦ * ♦ * 

[The document read here is wanting, ending"] “as several 
Calcutta banyans have done,” &c. ***** 

He states it as a kind of constant practice, by which the 
country had been robbed under hlr. Hastings, known and 
acknowledged to be so, to seize upon the inheritance of the 
vidow and the fatherless. In this manner did Gunga Go- 
tin Sing govern himself upon the direct precedent of Cantoo 
Baboo, the banyan of Mr. Hastings ; and this other instru- 
ment of his in like manner calls upon government for favour 
of some kind or other, upon the same principle and the same 
precedent. 


Xour lordships now see how necessary it w^ to say some- 
thing about arbitrary power : for, first, the wicked people of 
t^t country (Mr. Hastings’s instruments mean) pretend 
right, title, purchase, grant; and when thea muds m ail 
these legal means are discovered, then they fly on and ha^o 
i^urse k>«rbitrarv power; and say, Jt is true, I can make 

oot aright; title, grant, or pwchBS- 

A ani bound to take care ot their 
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“But it is clenrly established mid ndniillcd by the lan- 
guage and ■writings of both parties, that there has been a 
most unirarrantable collusion in endeavouring to alienate the 
rights of government, contrary to the most positive original 
laws of the constitution of these provinces, '(hat no rrwin- 
iar, and other landholder^ jiarthii; rrvcmic to ^orenmrntf 
shall le permitted to alienate hio lands, tcithout the rx}>reft 
authority of that government.^ 

‘'The defence set up by Gunga Govin Sing docs not go 
to disavow the transaction ; for if it did, the deed of sale, 
&e., produced by himself, and the petition to the board for 
its confirmation, would detect him; on the contrary, he 
openly admits its existence, and only strives to show that it 
was a voluntary one on the part of the llanny and the serv- 
ants of the Bajah. Whether voluntar)* or not, was equally 
criminal in Gunga Govin Sing, as tho public officer of go- 
vernment, because diametrically opposite to the positive and 
repeated standing orders of that government for the rule oi 
his conduct, as dewau and native guardian of the public 
rights intrusted especially to bis care ; because it was bia 
duty, not only not to be guilty of a brcacli of tboso rules 
himself, but as dewan, and exercising tho efficient office of 
canongoe, to prevent, detect, expose, and apprize his em- 
ployers of every instance attempted to the contrary ; becaupo 
it was his duty to prevent the government being defrauded, 
and the Eajah, a child of nine years old, robbed of his berc- 
Btary possessions, as he would have been if this transaction 
lad not been detected ; whereas, on tho contrary, the dewan 
IS himself the principal mover and sole instrument in that 
fraud and robbery, if I am rightly informed,* to the amount 
of 42,474 rupees in perpetuity, by which he alone was to 
benefit ; -and because he nas even dared to stand forward in 
an attempt ■to obtain our sanction, and thereby make us par- 
ties ■to (in my opinion) a false deed and fraudulent 'tranaac- 
fron, as his o^wn defence no'w sho^ws the hill of sale and all 
its collateral papers to be. 

“ If offences of this dark tendency and magnitude were 
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not to bo jninhlied m a pnbUo rnstmer, the h^b tannipU 
liCTO Mt the nattrea em|^ed under tbo memmont bt 
tbeir flrrt natfre officer voufd tttj OGon renaor onr autlwiv 
tf contemptihle, and opemto to the dertmction of tbo jrablio 
TCT&inc *, — I will not awell furtbor on the oontradictkmj m 
cbeao papen before ni on tbji enb|ect. 

** But I beg lesTO to point ont bow tenaoiona the gorern. 
ment hare been of inmnng nnplicrt obedience to tbOT nilet 
on thifl iubject m pertimlarf and m prohibiting litw 

that here c^ibitea against tbeir pubbo officer, and bow cv> 
credty they hareTiewed the pubbo insUtntes cm thn subject, 
which hare been rtolated and trampled on j and it will 
floe to ahow their pnblio orders on s eumkr mstence, which 
bnpened some time ego, and which the dewan, fitin hw 
official situation, must hats been a party m detecting 
“ I desire the board's letter to the committee on uus sub- 
ject, dated the 81st May, 1782, may be rea^ and a copy be 
annexed to this mmuto. 

“I tharefow more the board, that Gunga G or m Slm 
may be forthwith required to au/render the ongmal deecb 
prodaeed by him, as a title to the cd Baibas, in order 
that they mar be returned to the &ijah’i egoita, to be made 
null and Toii 

“ I ftnther more the board, that the dewan Gunga Gonn 
Sing, togethtt with hu naib Frown Kishni Sing, his son, and 
all ms dependants, be remored from tbeir offioea,az)d that the 
roy royan, Saptb Rajebuilol^ whose duty only Gunga Gorin 
Bing rirtually is to perfarm, be reinstated on the axerdie ol 
the diitioi of his department! smd that Gunga Gunn 8mg 
be ordered to deJirer up bD official papers of the sircar to the 
committee of rerenue and the roy royan, snd that they bo 
ordered accoringly to take disrge of them, and finally aet- 
tie all aocounta.’^ThU mobtm was oremiled, snd no fins’ 
proceeding appears. 

My lortt, you hsre heard the proceedinp of the court 
before which Gunga Gorin ffing thought proper to appeal, in 
consequence of the powur and protection of 3fr Itsstini* 

being nndtoitood to euft after be left India, snd ant benHoatrf 

byS last pa^g deed. Tour lordships wip ^dg« 
last act of ilr autmgi what the rest of hu wWj Ufewas. 
.—My hwds. I do not mean now to go further tbenjus* to 
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remiudyourlordsliips of ttis, that Mr. Hastings’s government 
was one whole system of oppression, of robbery of indi- 
viduals, of destruction of the public, and of supersession 
of the whole system of the English government, in order to 
vest in the worst of the natives all the powers that could 
possibly exist in any government, in order to defeat the 
ends which all governments ought in common to have in 
view. Thus, my lords, I show you, at one point of view, 
what you are to erpect from him in all the rest. I have, I 
think, make out as clear as can be to your lordships, so far 
as it was necessary to go, that his bribery and peculation was 
•not occasional, but habitual; that it was not urged upon him 
at the moment, but was regular and systematic. I have 
shown to your lordships the operation of such a system on 
the revenues. 

My lords, Mr. Hastings pleads one constant merit to justify 
those acts ; namely, that they produce an increase of the 
public revenue ; and accordingly he never sells to any of 
those wicked agents any trusts whatever in the coimtry, that 
you do not hear that it will considerably tend to the increase 
of the revenue. — ^Tour lordships ^viIl see, when he sold to 
wicked men the province of Bahar, in the same way in 
which Debi Sing had this province of Dinagepore, that con- 
sequences of a horrid and atrocious nature ^hough not to so 
great an extent) followed from it. I will just beg leave to 
state to your lordships, that the kingdom of Bahar is an- 
nexed to the kingdom of Bengal; that this kingdom was 
governed by another provincial council ; that he turned out 
that provincial council, and sold that government to two 
wicked men, — one of no fortune at all, and the other of a 
very suspicious fortune ; one a total bankrupt, the other just- 
ly excommunicated for his wickedness in' his country, and 
then in prison for misdemeanours in a subordinate situation 
of government. 

Mr. Hastings destroyed the coimcil that imprisoned him , 
and, instead of putting one of the best and most reputable 
of the natives to govern it, he takes out of prison this ex- 
communicated wretch, hated by God and man, — ^this bank- 
rupt, this man>>?^ svil and desperate character, this misman- 
Qger of liho^public revenue in an inferior station ; and, as he 

VOL. VII. Q 



IFEXOH DT CSX DtPJU.OB3aan or 


bftd gtrec. Ben^ to GKmgt Gorm fiing, be gare tbli pro> 
rmce to SeJabB^ellenin Oatbui Bmg 
It 'ns upon thh prindple, tbst tber^ 'wooM mcreue 
and TOij maeb better tbe rtiTaQae. Theae men Kerned to 
be ae etrange hulnuoenta for improTing a rerenoe ai ertr 
were oboeen, 1 eoppoee, amce ibe wond beftm Perhtpa 
their ment waa cirmg a bribe of £40,000 to Mr Haatinga. 
How he dupoaea of it 1 don’t know He 1071 , 1 dwpoaed 
of it to the tmblio, and H wai in a esse of emergen^ \ot] 
will aee m the eaone of thii bnetnea the fsls^ood of that 
pretence t for yon will see, thoonh the bbligaticm is grrso 
lor it as a nnmd mm of monew, uiat the payment was not 
acoompHihed tin a jeer after} roat ther ef ore it conld not an- 
ffwer anj hnmedjate exiffenoe of tiie Oompwj Hid it an 
awer m an increaao of the rerecuo P— The Terr l er ar se 
Thoae persona who had giren this bribe of £40,000, at the 
end of that jear were foi^ £80,000 in debt to the Compa 
nj The Oo^anj alw^ loeea when Mr Hastings talm f 
bribe} and when do prepoaea an mervese of the renreaiiMV 
the OompsOT loaes oftm oonble. But I hope and tmat jonr 
lordshipa wiU this Idea of a monsbrtms me of ral^ 

giren bj men of desperate fbrtnnea and ebamtera, to be one 
of the grierancet, irurf-wn^ of one of the adrantagee, of this 


Sj ajiKUm 

It haa been neoeaearj to Iot these facts before jon (and 1 
hare stated them to jonr loroshroa flm abort of their reahtj, 
partlj tiirongh my tnflrmity, and partly on aceonnt of the 
^the of throngh thi^ that dtsgnee 
human nature), that yon mMT bo enahJad fall/ to enter into 
the dreadful consegnences whidi atUmd a lyttem of bribery 
eormption in a goTemor-ftfflieriL On a transient riew 
bribeiy is rather a suWt of dis^ than horror,— the sor* 
did pndwe of a rtoial, mean, and abject mind 1 and the ef* 
feet of the enme seems to end with the act. It looks to be 
no more than the corrunt tiansfer of property from one per* 


feet of the crime seems t 


no more th*n the corrupt transfer of property from one p^ 
Bon to another! at worst a theft But it will appe^ m a 
T«iT different li^ when you regard the consideration for 
whuh the bribe Is giren i namely, that a gorcriKir^^ 

daindwr an arbltoary penror tahimseli; for thftt^jitiidcratto 

ddmrs up the propertiea, tbs Ubortica. and tOm cf a 
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whole people to the arbitrary discretion of any witked and 
rapacious person, who will be sure to make good from their 
blood the purchase he has paid for his power over them. It 
is possible that a man may pay a bribe merely to redeem 
himself from some evil. It is bad, however, to live under a 
power whose violence has no restraint except in its avarice. 
But no man ever paid a bribe for a power to charge and tax 
others, but with a view to oppress them. No man ever paid 
a bribe for the handliag of the public money, but to pecu- 
late from it. "When once such offices become thus privately 
and corruptly venal, the very worst men will be chosen (as 
Mr. Hastings has in fact constantly chosen the very worst), 
because none but those who do not scruple the use of any 
means are capable, consistently with profit, to discharge at 
once the rigid demands of a severe public revenue and the pri- 
vate bribes of a rapacious chief magistrate. Not only the worst 
men will be thus chosen, but they will be restrained by no 
dread whatsoever in the execution of their worst oppressions 
Their protection is sure. The authority that is to restrain, 
to control, to ^punish them, is previously engaged ; he has his 
retaining fee for the support of their crimes. Mfr. Hastings 
never dared, because he could not, arrest oppression in its 
course, without drying up the source of his own corrupt 
emolument. Mr. Hastings never dared, after .the fact, to 
punish extortion in others, because he could not, without 
risking the discovery of bribery in himself, The same cor- 
ruption, the same oppression, and the same impunity will 
I reim through all the subordinate gradations. 

1 A fair revenue may be collected without the aid of wick- 
ed, violent, and unjust instruments. But when once the 
line of just and' legal demand is transgressed, such instru- 
ments are of absolute necessity; and they comport them- 
selves accordingly. When we know that men must be well 
paid (and they ought to be well paid) for the performance 
of honourable duty, can we think that men will be found td 
commit wicked, rapacious, and oppressive acts with fidelity 
and disinterestedness, for the sme emolument of dishonest 
employers'? No^ they must have their full share of the 
prey, and share as they are the nearer and more 

necessaiy'Sstruments of the general extortion. We must 
not therefore flatter ourselves, when Mr. Hastings takes 
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sB40,000 in bnb®i Dmftgepon sad iti sncftied y rnT irtfii^j 
tbtt from tha people nothing more than £40^00 k eutortad. 
I ipealc vithin ooropaai, four tmea fcntj imut be lened on 
the people) end these rioleni aolee, fraadolent priTrliura^ 
eonfiecROonf, inhoman and oznittcrable t- rn t n i'w^ nppiuan* 
(nait,mmi, wbiK flneajreoenl deapelr, genarel msorreotiao, 
the mum ere ot the omoert of rerenae bj the people, tiie 
memcre of the people bj the acddleT^, and the tow 'waate 
and deetnietion ca the flneat pTorincei m Indie, ere things of 
coiDM, and all e neceasaij- canaequence UTohred in the yery 
fobatanoe of 3dr Hdaiio«*a birbery. 

1, tharetfore, charge Mr Haatniga with hanng deatrojed, 
for pmate pnrpoeea, the whole fyitam of gormmient by the 
nx pnmnew oonnoUs, which he had no right to deetroy 

I diarge him with hanng ddmtxd to others that power 
which the aot of paxhament had direoted him to preserre 
unalienably in bnnaelf. 

I charge him wrth harmg /brmed a committee to be mere 
iaftramenta uui tooila, at the eturrmona eopenae cf £$3fi00 

wnnnwi. 

I charge Kim with hanng appoinied a pemon tbcff dewvfli 
to whom these ’En^ahroen were to be anbserrleDt toob) 
whose name, to hia own Imowledge^ wea by the general 
Toioe of loia, by tiie general recOToed Toice of the Coni’ 
pany, by reoordod offieud fawnaactiona, by ererytiimg tW 
Can a pi*n known, ebbarred, and deteat^ gtam^ 

wi*h in&my | and with gfring him the whole power wIuct 
he bad thoi separated from the eonndl’gmiQral and from 
the pTormcial ooandla. 

I chai^ \\im with taking bribes of Oanga Gorhi Smg 

I diarg^ hnn with not haring dime that bribe smfce 
which eren in inlgmty ngnires at the hands of the 

wont of me/ 

I oharco tum with hanng robbed thoae people cf wh«n 
he took ttte brih-fc 

I charge him wnn^jtiTiag fraodnlcntly alienated tbe fr>^ 
tunes ot widow*. 

I diatge him w^ witbont right, title, or purchase, 

taken the lands cf orphani, end g i ren thtitfp wicked per* 
bim^ 

^ remored the natural guardJam 
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of a minor Eajah, and with having given that trust to a 
Btranger, Debi Sing, whose wickedness was known to himself 
and all the world ; and by whom the Eajah, his family and 
dependants were cruelly oppressed. 

I charge him with having committed to the management 
of Debi Sing three great provinces ; and thereby, with having 
wasted the country, ruined the landed interest, cruelly 
harassed the peasants, bimut their houses, seized their crops, 

, tortured and degraded their persons, and destroyed rae 
honour of the whole female race of that country. 

In the name of the Commons of England, I charge all 
this vdlany upon Warren Hastings, in this last moment of 
my application to you. 

My lords, what is it that we want here to a great act of 
national justice? Do we want a cause, my lords? You 
have the cause of oppressed princes, of undone women of the 
first rank, of desolated provinces, and of wasted kingdoms. 

Do you want a criminal, my lords ? When was there so 
much iniqmty ever laid to the charge of any one ? — ^No, my 
lords, you must not look to punish any other such delinquent 
from l^dia. — ^Warren Hastings has not left substance enough 
in India to nourish such another delinquent. 

My lords, is it a prosecutor you want ? — You have before 
you the Commons of Great Britain as prosecutors ; and, I 
believe, my lords, that the sun in his benefi.cent progress 
round the world does not behold a more glorious sight than 
that of men, separated from a remote people by the material 
bovmds and barriers of nature, imited by toe bond of a social 
and moral community; — all the Commons of England re- 
senting, as^their own, the indignities and cruelties that are 
offered to aU the people of Inma. 

Do we want a tribunal ? My lords, no example of an- 
tiquity, nothing in toe modem world, nothing in the range 
of human imagination, can supply us with a tribunal like 
this. My lords, here we see virtually in the mind’s eye 
that sacred majesty of toe cro\^ uk^^ whose authority you 
sit, and whose power you exercise, ^ e-see in that invisible 
authority, what^e all feel in reality and life, the beneficent 
powers sj^d>^sfotecting justiceVof his Majesty. We have 
here tHdneir-apparent to toe crovf^ auch as the fond wishes 
of the people of England wish an heir-apparent of the 
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crown to bo. "W© hire bare til the bianclit* of fbo rojai 
fkmily m a ntuation bctwocn mawety and snl^ection, ^ 
tween tlie Borerdga and the subject, — oflaring a pledge 
in that aitaatlon for tbe aupport of the ngbtB of the awro 
and tbe Hbertiea of the people, both wtoh extremitiei they 
touch. Mv lords, we har© a great hereditary peerage hero j 
those who hare their own bonjour, the honour of tbew 
tora, end of their poaten^, to guard , and who wiB jmtify, 
aa they hare always justified that prtmnoa m the conrtita* 
tion by whidi jua{ic6 ts made an hereditary offioe. My lorda, 
we hare here a new noMhty, who hare risen and eialtea them- 
nelrea by ■renous menta, bw great nubtaiy aemcee, whioli 
bare extended the fame of tma country froin the nimg to tbs 
retting aun j we hare thoee wbo by vanoua oiril menta and 
vanooi cml bdeuti bare been exalted to a situatioo which 
they wefl deaerre, and m which they will juijtify the farour 
of their aorereiga, and the good opndon oi their fellow-eub* 
and make them r^oice to see thoee rirtapus chorae- 
tera, that were the other day upon a lerel with tWi, now 
exalted ebor© them in rank, but fedmg wrth thnn m empa- 
thy what they felt in cotnmon with tl^ before. 'We bare 
peraoua exaltM from the pneboe of the law, from the place 
in which they adnuzustered high though subordmate juitice, 
to a seat bve, to enlighten with thear knowlodge and to 
atrengthen with their rotn those princoples which hare dl»- 
tingoishod the oourta m which thCT hare pretided. 

Mr lords, yon har^ here abo the bgbto of our rehgion f 
you hare the buhopi of England. My lords, you hare that 
true image of the pnmltire church in its ancnnt form, in lU 
anaani ordmaneee, ponded from the supentitians e^ the 
Tioof which a long soocearioa of ages bnng npon the 
b^ mstitutiona. Too hare the repreientatiYeB of that re- 
ligim which reys that therr God is lore, that the rery ntil 
s^it of their institution is chantyj a rehoion which so 
mnch hates oppreaioa, thit when the God wbom we adore 
appeerod in human form, bo did not appear in a fonn of great- 
■ piitM and m^esty, but in sympathy with the lowest w the 
people,— and thereby made it a firm and ^Img prindpK 
that their welfare was the olgectof oH goJteimient} smeo 
the persoo, who was the Master of Nature, chosehTappesi 
in a subordinate situatkai. These are the eoniWeT- 
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ntions wliicli influence tliem, wliicb animato tliom, and will 
animate them, against all oppression ; Imowing, that He who 
is called first among them, and first amon^ us all, both of 
the flock that is fed an,d of those who feed it, made Himself 
“ the servant of all.” 

]\Iy lords, these are the securities which we have in all 
the constituent parts of the body of this House. 'Wo know 
them, we reckon, we rest upon them, and commit safely the 
interests of India and of humanity into your hands. There- 
fore, it is with confidence that, ordered by the Commons, 

I impeach ‘Warren Hastings, 'Esq., of high crimes and mis- 
demeanours. 

I impeach him in the name of the Commons of Great 
Britain in parliament assembled, whose parliamentary trust 
he has betrayed. 

I impeach him in the name of all the Commons of Great. 
Britain, whoso national character ho has dishonoured. 

I impeach him in the name of the people in India, whoso 
laws, rights, and liberties ho has subverted, whose properties 
he has destroyed, whose country ho has laid waste and deso- 
late. 

I impeach him in the name and by virtue of those eternal 
laws of justice which he has violated. 

I impeach him in the name of human nature itself, which 
he has cruelly outraged, injured, and oppressed in both sexes, 
in every age, rank, situation, and condition of life. 


*,• After Mr. Bnrko had concluded these opening speeches, the first 
article of the impeachment ivas brought forward on the 22nd of February, 
1788, by Mr. Fox, and supported by Mr. Grey on the 25th. After the 
evidence upon this article had been adduced, it was summed up and en 
forced by Mr. Anstruther on the 11th day of April following. 

The next article with which the Commons proceeded, was brought for ■ 
word on the 15th of April, 1788, by Mr. Adam, and supported by Mr. 
Pelham ; and the evidence, in part upon the second article of charge, was 
summed up and enforced on the Sid of Jime, by Mr. Sheridan. 

On the 21st of April, 1789, Mr, Burke opened the sixth charge, bribery 
and corruption, in the following speech, which was continued on the 2l8t 
of Airil and on the 5th and 7th of May, in the same session. 
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TRIAL. 

TUESDAY, Hit APIUL, ITSa. 


Btoib.) 

Mt — An tfTWit winch ipread far a contidar* 

ahla tusd an oniTonal gnet and conatarnatian tbroogh thla 
k ingdom, and which, in iti uane, diffhted ai muTarnl and 
tranacesideiit a 107, haa, in tho caroninstancca both of oar de* 
pnaiion and ofoor oxaltatian, prodnoed a conaldarabla delaj, 
if not a total voapenalon of moat important fiinetKiia ot 
goTurumont. 

Mj lorda, We now reamne oar office } and we rn a mn a ifc 
with new and redoubled alacn^, and we troat nndecr not leu 
pTQprtiona omena than when we left it in thm House, at the 
end of the preceding aescum. We oome to thii dntj with a 
greater dagm of eomeatnoas and seal, beomae we are nrgrd 
to it hr manj and rerT peculiar orenmitane^ Thia daj we 
come orota a Honae wh^ the last wtm wore teken, and I 
foppoee something haa happened gmfbF in this, to prep ar e 
cor mj to attendwith the nteioat aoleiimit7 m another place 
a great nataanal thankagmng for having i^ored the eore* 
reign to hia parluoneat, and theparhament to it« wne yei gn. 

Bat, mv lorda, it a not onlr m the hooae of prayer that 
we offer to the First Oauae the acceptable homage of our 
rational nature — my lor^ in thia Hoqjc^ at thia b^, in thia 
pTa/^1, m ev ery place where Hia oommanda are obej^ Hia 
worahip u performod- And, my lorda, I mnflt boldly aay 
(and I thmk I ■b»U hardly be contradicted by toot locdihlpa, 
or by any persona versed in the law which gmdea na aH), that 
tiie highest act of religion, and the h%faest homage which 
we can and ooght to pay, is an imitation of the Dmne per* 
fectiona ai fir aa aneh a nature can imitate aaoh pcHectiona 1 
and that by thia mecna alone we con make our bo m age ac- 
cepted to Him. 

Mr hriif in Hit temple we ahall not forget 
dutingoiahed attrajute ia joatic^ and that the first Imk m 
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the chain by which we are held to the Supremo Judge of all 
is justice ; and that it is in this solemn temple of ropresontn- 
tive justice wo may best give Him praise, bccauso wo cau 
here best imitate His divine attributes. If ever there was n 
cause in which justice and mercy are not only combined and 
reconciled, but incorporated, it is in this cause of suffering 
nations which wo now bring before your lordships, this se- 
cond session of parliament, unwearied and unfatigued in our 
persevering pursuit ; and wo feel it to be a necessary pre- 
liminary, a necessary fact, a necessary attendant and conco- 
mitant of every public thanksgiving, that we should express 
our ^titude by our virtues, and not merely witli our 
mouths ; and that, when we are giving thanks for acta of 
mercy, we should render ourselves worthy of them by doing 
acts of mercy ourselves. My lords, these considerations, in- 
dependent of those which were our first movers in this busi- 
ness, strongly urge us at present to pursue with all /.cal and 
perseverance the great cause we have now in band. And wo 
feel this to be the more necessary because we cannot but bo 
sensible that bght, unstable, variable, capricious, inconstant, 
fastidious minds soon tire in any pursuit tliat requires 
strength, steadiness, and perseverance. Such persons, who wo 
trust are but few, and who certainly do not resemble your 
lordships nor us, begin already to say, How long is this busi- 
ness to continue? Our answer is, — It is to continue till its 
ends are obtained. 

AYe know that by a mysterious dispensation of Providence 
injury is quick and rapid, and justice slow ; and we may say, 
that those who have not patience and vigour of mind to at- 
tend the tardy pace of justice, counteract the order of Provi- 
dence, and are resolved not to be just at all. AYe therefore, 
instead of bending the order of nature to the lanty of our 
characters and texnpers, must rather confirm ourselves by a 
manly fortitude and^ virtuous perseverance to continue within 
those forms, and to wrestle with injustice, until we have 
shown that those virtues which sometimes wicke&ess 
hauehea into its cause, iraeh as vi^^our, energy, activity, fbrtn- 
tude of spirit, called back ani? brought to their trvs ano 
^tural servica^^d that in the pursuit of wichecnes^ in tue 
followa^it through all the winding recesses and masss f j 
its artifices, we aaall show S3 much vigour, ^ macu cem 
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itanqy, u maoh dUigenc^ energy, and p«BeTBrjBjoe a »ot 
oti»on can do in endeoTocrfDg to elude tlw Imn and bininph 
OTcrthejuaticeoftWooBLn^. Mylordi^webaretboo^t 
it tha.mQro neoeemy to toy thM, because it bas been grroi 
outthatwemi^tfittntinthabMiDenj No, ttb foDoir, and 
trust we ihall alw;^ follow, that groat emblem of inhorntr, 
In wbicbtbo pemnwbo held out to tio end ofalonglmerf 
laboun, found the reward of all the deren in tietirdftb. 
Onr labour, therefore, will be our reward ; and we will goozi, 
we will pume with vi^ur and dUmenoe, m a rnmn-r^ tuit' 
able to too Commons or Great JJntam, ereoy mode of f^irn ^ 
turn, till we bare tborougbly eradicatod rt, 

I tbmb it nooeasary to Kcy a word too upon another ar^ 
cumstanee, of wbieh tfaere is some oomplamt, as if ecane O' 
jQftioe bad arisen from rdnnlBry dab^ on our pert. 

I bare already alluded to, first, the mdannboly, tbe 
joyfol oocuion of tbu delay, and I abeU now maJce one rO' 
on another part of tlie eomplamt, wbidi I uoderttand 
was formally made to your lordships, soon after we bad an* 
nounoed our raaolotian to proceed m this greet cause of 
fenng nations before yon. It has been aHe^ that tbe 
lang& of tbe pursuit bod alreadr rery moob (bstroased tbe 
pcreon who is the ol^eet of it i that it Jeened upon a fortune 
unequal to rapport it, and tW £80,000 bad been already 
•pant in the prenmmaiT preparations for the defonca 
My lords, I doadmit tb^ w tros, ganuins, and unadolter* 
ated jnrtioe eonalders with s certzun degree of tendomess 
tbe person whom it is called to pnmsb, and nerer cy p i e s aM 
those by tbe pruoasi who oogbt not to be oppreesoa but hr 
tbe santanee of the court btfore wbidi they are bron^i 
Tbe CommoDM hare beard, faidjed, with some dOTue of as- 
tomabment that £30,000 hath been laid out by Mr. lUit- 
ings In thJ* bamaota. "W^e wbo bare some cxpenfiDce in 
tbe coadnrt of afibirs of this nature we wbo profess to 
p roceed with regard not to the economy so mneb u to the 
rigour of this prosecution fand we are justilled by our coon* 
try in so doing), upon a coUatitra and oomponson of the gob* 
bo ezpenses wtb oiose wbldh the defenda^i^ suppoec d to 
hare incurred, are much s nr pnaed to bear rt; 

bis sebcitoT* can giro a good account to him w thw 
expeeses, that the thing is true, and that be bas aetuau; 
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^Jret’rennit’orafMautmfa 
MM bttta difficnl^ « JiWiw. WehereonpesrfaitiujMm 
tod d^wcter om/ of roprwntitiTai of the Commcmf a 

(Jw Brit»ai, but repnmenah^ of th® mhiHtnnti of B«a 
gfti I JiDd m h*T« had latelr come into our hand* «oci 
ainple certiflcatei, soch fhD t««feioiual*, from era rr per»OB 
in ■whose cajue Tre oom^iUin, thtt we ■hail appear to bo n: 
thfl ttrangert dtoation la the wodd,~the ntuatwa of pta^ 
•ona ocm pht m m g, who are d un v o wed by the personi in 
wboso B3jne and chAnctBr they compUm. Thii wtrald hare 
been a toit greet difficulty in the begmimjg, etpecuUy u it 
is oome before ns in a dood'tide of jMsesyno. J So grirtiTTunm 
can be more e nil ted, or more beantif^y eipreaaed. No 
lan^;nage can znoreatroQ^lynunt the perfect «ati«fiiotjcFD.the 
entTo aeouieecenre of all the nathmj of Besgal, and tbmr 
vondorfhl adniretion of the obanicter of the p en on whom 
■we bare brought ea a oniDmal to yonr bar upon their part. 
I do adjxut that it » a rery awhward arcnnnatance . but yet, 
at the eamo fema, the tame cacdoor which fau znonoed the 
Honte of Oommoiia to bnng befpre ^ the boaenn friendi 
and conddanta of Sit Hastinn la their etidese^ will not 
■oSbr them to tuppccaa or wi^iold lor a monoit Wd your 
lordsh^ thia nnrrenal roiee of Bengal, u as atteatatKm is 
Haitmga'a &ronr, and we ihaQ pndate It aa a part of 
our eridetaco. Obi my lords, etouader the sitnatuHi of 
a people who are foreed to nni thor praisse with their 
groans, who are forced to sign with hands which bare been 
m torture, and ■with the tbiuab-sc3ww» bat jnst taken from 
fVm, an attestation in ftyoor of the pencai from whom all 
tbeor suffennga hare been derired. When we prore to you 
the thmgi that we shall prore, this wiB, I hope, gm jow 
InrdihJpa a full, oondaarre, and aatia&ctary prora of the 
misary to which these p«^ hare beem redwed. Too will 
gee before yon, what is so •well expressed by one m oar pocte 
as the homage of tyrants, •that homage with the mouth, 
whidi the heart wWd fun deny, but ds«e not." Ur.IIut« 


cause IV wm show TOOT liwasMp-w.-.v»*; Zi" j 

incs 1^ ranasAcd Benpl from one end to the dreer, and 
^ nsed >31 the power whfch he derm* from hfrmg frerj 
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weight from a Tatfety of cgcmnatancag. 'W'e thcro^t wb had 

got the matto rtr^ tiiat ererftW WM settled; that 
not eaeape ua after ha hod hunadf canfeawd the brtto he 
had taken from the ipacifio proriricea. But m wiatcondaboo 
nn we new ? We hare from ttoea apoerflo prormca the 
rtrongert atteetatiema that there is not aig* credit to bo paid 
to hia enm acknowladgmenta. In ehoitTre hare the com* 
plainta, eoneenxaig th^ cnmei of Ur Haatinga, of the in 
jored ponona thecnielrea , ve haro hii own ixmfaiianM s wt 
ihaQ produce both to jenir lardabp#. But these persemf now 
declare, that not only theor own complamia are totally im 
fonndod. bnt that Mr Baatmga'a oonfanons are not tree, and 
not to be credited. Iheoe are dreumatancea which year 
lordahiM wiE connder m the Yiew yon take of thii wonder* 
fill body of attectation. 

It ia a plaaeant thing to see in these addneaea the dlf* 
&rent ehancter tad mooes of elomiaooe of deShrent coon* 
trisa. In thoae that riU be brongbt before yonr lordahips, 
yon win see the beauty of diaate Baropean paneprio 
nrored hy degreea ato b^ onental, n»ggmtei axid in* 
Bated mei^bor Ton wiD tee bow the Janguage ia first 
w ntteii m then tmulaled mto BBman.an(l then re* 

tranalated mto Enghih. There may be ectmeimng amMing 


to your iordflhipa in thia, and toe heau^of thisae f^iea may. 
in Hua heare utreatigatton, tend to gire a little gaiety ana 


pleamra. We ahaH bnng before yon the Enropetn and 
iiatio inoenae. Ton wiU hare the perfume ab(^ of the 
two ODuntoies. 

One of the accaaatioiia which we mean to bring agamit 
Mr HaatingB ia npon the part of the lemmdar Btdannn t, of 
the ooantTT of I>mag«Por»* wnn{nrf.> 


^ ^ Now bear what the romindar 

am hlmaefr— " Aa it ^aa bean learned by ine, the mntmi 
dies, and the roapectable offieera of my imindaiy, that the 
mirnater* of England are dupleaeed with the Ute preernor, 
■Warren Hiatinga, Beg, upon th© nupidon that be op. 
nrcaaed na, took moi»7 fro™ « ^ 
roned the oonntry ; therefore wn, npoa the atrength of onr 
religion, which we think ft fneombent on fhd^necemiy fn 
in to abide hr, foEowmg the rales laid down m jp npg a n 
dettce, dedare the parbcnlare of the acts and deedj oTWar. 

fun of dmmfpectkm and oantteai. 
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ci\THty and justice, superior to the conduct of the most 
learned : and hy representing ^rhat is fact vripc away the 
doubts that have possessed the minds of the ministers of 
England : that Mr. Hastings is possessed of fidelity and con- 
fidence, and yielding protection to us; that he is clear of 
the contamination of mistrust and "WTong, and his mind is 
free of covetousness or avarice. During the time of his 
administration no one saw other conduct than that of protec- 
tion to the liushandman ajid justice. No inhabitant ever 
experienced afflictions; no one ever felt oppression from 
him ; our reputations have always been guarded from attachs 
by his prudence, and our families have always been pro- 
tected by his justice. Ho never omitted the smallest in- 
stance of kindness towards us, but healed the wounds of 
despair with the salve of consolation by means of his bene- 
volent and kind behaviour, never permitting one of us t-o 
sink in the pit of despondence; ho supported every one by 
his goodness, overset the designs of evil-minded men by his 
n\ithority, tied the hand of oppression with the strong band- 
age of justice, and by these means expanded the pleasing 
appearance of happiness and joy over us. Ho reestablished 
justice ntid impartiality. Wc were during his government 
in the enjoyment of perfect happiness and case, and many 
of us arc thankful ana satisfied. As [Mr. Hastings was well 
acquaijitcd with our manners .and customs, ho was always 
desirous, in every respect, of doing whatever would ])rc- 
rorve our religious rites, and guard them against every kind 
of accidont and injury, and at .all times protected us. ^Vhat- 
over we have experienced from him, and whatever happened 
from him, we have written withoxit deceit or exaggeration.” 

My lords, here is a jmnegyric; and, directly contrary to 
the usual mode of other accuser.^ wo begin by prmlucing 
the pauocyrios made upon the person whom we accuse. 
M e fhnll produce along with the charge, and give as evi- 
di-nce, Ihi' panegyric and certificate of the persons whom wo 
rupj'ope to have fufi'ered these wrongs. "Wo sutTer our- 
F'dves (vin to nhandou, what might bo our Inst resource, 
Ir.*; ov.n hy showing that one of the jirinccr, 

from v.hoin ho j>^ifossea that ho took bribes, has given • 
cvTJ'ficate of the dirxet contrary. 

All ihe'c Ihingr will have their weight upon your lorxi 
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■hip* mfauU r «nd when ms bsro mt oxntdre* mder tUi 
diaidrantige (whitt (it«adT»otj« 5 li, your lord«hlp« t 31 
judge), »i leMt we ihall gtmd acqidtW of iiiif»m)e« 
ch» r y i\ g him with directly contrary to the vastgr- 

rici m tMi paper euatamad. Indeed, I will »y fee fe 
him, that Mwiai charge and looee eccuaation mof be «a* 
■wered br Ioo*e »mi ffenarnl paiagyrif^ and that If oun 
were of t jst nature, mi* ponegjne wodd ho i^fiaent to 
oTereet our eecoiatKan But we come befoaro ycFur lordihip* 
In a dzSsrenk manner, and upon different grcmndt, I am 
ordered by the Ckmurwui* of Great Britain m ropp ort the 
charge hare and penerexo in 

againat Worren Haatiiigij Bag, late GorernoNOeoeial of 
Bengal, and now a eulnrit at your bar firsts for haritig 
taken oom ipt ly aereral bribe*, and extorted by farce, or uzv 
der the power azxd oolour of his office, WTenl mma of numey 
from the unhappy natirea of BecgaL 
The lusxt arti^ wUet wo ihaU bring before yon ii, that 
he u not only pcnonallr oorrepted, hut that be W p tnaa- 
ally c o rr upt ed all the ouer •errant* of the Company } thote 
un^ him, who«e eorreutuma be ought to hare contreOed, 
and thoae obore Urn, muiad burineaa it waa to control bia 


oorrupticmi 

“We porpoee to make good to your lordship* the fint 
thece ^ aabmlttmg to you, that port of thcee ■ums wMcfa 
are ipeeiffed m the chai^ were token by him wHh hi* own 
hand end m his own person ^ but that mnoh tbe greeter peri 
hare been token from the natiret by the fnstrumentoh^ of 
Ms Nsrk agenta, buiytna. and other dependant* { wbov 
eonffdentoil emmexiaa witn him. and who** agenCT, on his 
part, m c or r op t tranaacttona, if his eounsol should be bold 
enough to ci5longo u* to the proof, wo shall ftiDy proto be- 
fore you. 

line next wt and the aoooad brenrii of Hi corruptioci, 
naandy, whatia commonly called hi* aetito oorn^on, dis- 
rin gms^ff tbo personal under the name of paatnro, will «p* 
peer ftrahis hating giten, under colour of contracts, a om^ 
her ci ccffnrot sa4 \utreSats sdtsntoj 5 ea,<^ a nu.mb« of 
mumthonxM end uurroaonaWo grsnto, penKcni, and aflow- 
br wUdi bo oom ap te d aebtebr the whole Ktt^ of 
^ Cmpany And, U*t^, wo sh^ show, that by eitabBsh- 
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Ing n umvcrsal connivance from one cm3 of the service to 
the other, he has not onl^ corrupted and contaminated it 
in all its parts, but bound it in a common Icngne of iniquity 
to siinport mutually each other against the inquiry that 
should detect, and the justice that ahould punish, their 
offences. These tivo charges, namely, of his aclivc and 
passive corruption, wo sh.all bring one after tlio other, as 
strongly and clearly illustrating and as powerfully couGrm- 
ing each other. 

The first which wc shall bring before you is his own 
passive corruption, so we commonly call it. Bribes are bo 
little known in tins country, that wc can hardly get clear 
and specific technical names to distinguish them; but, in 
future, I am afraid the conduct of Mr. ll.n.'^tings irill improve 
our law vocabulary. The first, then, of these oflcnccs with 
which Mr. Hastings stands charged here is rccciring bribes 
himself or through his banyans; every one of the.'JO are 
overt acts of the general charge of bribery, and they are 
every one of them, Bep.aratcly taken, Bubstajitivc crimes. 
But whatever the criminal nature of these acts was — and 
the nature was verj” criminal, and the consequences to the 
country very dreadlul — yet wo mean to prove to your lord- 
ships that they were not single acts, that they were not nets 
committed as opportunity offered, or ns necessity tempted, or 
urged upon the occasion, but that they arc parts of a ge- 
neral Bj-’Etematic plan of corruption, for advancing his fortune 
at the expense of hia integrity ; that he has, for tliat purpose, 
not only taken the opportunity of his own power, but made 
whole establishments, altered and perverted others, and cre- 
ated complete revolutions in the country's government, for 
the purpose of making the power wliich ought to be sub- 
servient to legal government subservient to corruption; that, 
when he could no longer cover these fraudulent proceedings 
^ artifice, he endeavoured to justify them by principle. 
These artifices we mean to detect; these principles we menu 
to attack, and, with your lordships’ aid, to demolish, destroy, 
and subvert for ever. 

My lords, I say that in this business, which ia a 
matter of collusion, concealment, and deceit, your lordships 
will perhaps not feel the. same degree of interest ns in taa 
others. Hitherto you have had before you crimes of dignify- 

VOL yit a 
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Tou lure had before joa the ram and cxpakion of great aod 
iUcutnous famfhei, the breach of fiTprffiT\ public troatva; 
the merciWf piIlagB and total anbrEriitm of the firtt boufe* 
m Amul £mt the comei wtadi are the moat ■tWVing to the 
imagination are not alwnya Ibe mort penucJoui m thar 
effect* m these high, ommant acta of donnneenng tyraimr, 
thenr rery magnitude protee a aort eff correctiTO w tbm 
virnlence. Ihe occaaion* on irhieb they can be exsKoed 
arerarej the peraonanpon whomthtpreanbe eierciaed, ferj 
the peraans who can exeroae thean, m tho nature of thinga, 
are not many These high, tragic acta of anpenor, orer. 
beantm tyranny are prirfleged cntn« , they are the unhappy, 
dreadim prerogahr^ th<^ are the dittmgtcshed and incoia< 
mmn cable attnbutei, oi sopennr wiexedneBi m eminent 
ftatum. 

Ba^ raj Icards, when the TKca of low, sordid, and illiberal 
nundi tnlect that high aitnabon , — whm theft, bribaiT, and 
peeulatwn, attended with fumd, prersneetjen, Maebood, mif- 
representation, and forgery i — ^wnen all these foUov m ems 
tnm I when there nres, wueh gender and ^ws zn dirt, 
and are nnraed m dongbilla, come and pollate with their 
alune that throne whidi ought to be s a^ of dignity and 
pun^, tho evil ta tna<i greater It may operate daily and 
ncrorre, it is not only mutable but improTabla, and it bo 
umtahsd and wiU be improrod, from the highest to the low* 
eat, through all the gradations of a coiropt gorernment. 
They are reptile Ticea. There are altnjdioiis in which the 
acts of the mdmdoal are of some moment, tho example ccay- 
porattrely of little importance. In the other, the m is ch ief 
of the azample is mfinue. 

lEy lordi, wboi com a Gorenwr' General rtcedres bribee, he 

S ree a signal to tmirenal ptQage to all tho Infiarior parts of 
e lemce. Tie bridles opem hard^nontbed patswo are 
remored, they are taken away, they are broken j fear and 
shame, the great guarda to Tirtue next to ccaiscteDce, are 
cone j—ahame 1 how can rt enat?— Itwill soon Wash away 
it* awkward aenslbili^ \ aham^ my lords, cannot eilst long 
srhen it i* seen that crime* wtuch natnMy bring dagrnce 
ire attended with all the outward lymbols, charactcnstfcs, 
rewards of honour and of wirtoe when it is ^ that 

Mgh atatwn, great rank, geoeral eppUoje^ Tsit wealth 
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tlic comimssiou of pcculatiou nnd bribery ; is it to bo be- 
lieved that men can long be ashamed of that wUch they see 
to be the road to honour ? ^Vs to fear, lot a 6ovcrnor-G cnera. 
once tahe bribes, there is an end of all fear in the service. 
"Wliat have they to fear? Is it the man whose example they 
follow that is to bring them before n tribunal for their punish- 
ment ? — Can he open any inquiry ? he cannot ; he that opens 
a chaunel of inquiry under these circumstances opens a 
high road to his own detection. Can ho make any laws to 
prevent it ? uouc ; for he can make no laws to restrain that 
practice without the breach of his omi laws immediately in 
liis own conduct. If we once can admit, for a .single instant, 
in a Governor- General a principle however defended, upon 
any pretence whatever, to receive bribes in consequence of 
his office, there is an end of all virtue, an end of the laws, 
and no hone left in the supreme justice of the country. AVo 
are sensible of all these difficulties ; we have felt them, and 
perhaps it has required no small degree of exertion for us to 
get the better of these difficulties, which arc thrown in our 
way by a Governor- General accepting bribes, and thereby 
screening and protecting the whole service in such iniquitous 
proceedings. 

AVith regard to this matter, wo are to state to your lord 
ships, in order to bring it fully and distinctly before you 
wbat tbe nature of this distemper of bribery is in the Indian 
government. AVe are to state wbat tbe laws and rules are 
which have been opposed to prevent it, and tbe utter iusuffi- 
ciency of all that have been proposed : to state the grievance, 
the instructions of the Company and government, the acts 
of parliament, the constructions upon the acts of parliament. 
AVe are to state to your lordships the particular situation of 
]\Ir. Hastings. A7e are to state the trust the Company had 
in him for the prevention of all those evils ; and then wo are 
to prove that every evil, that all those grievances, which the 
law intended to prevent, which there were covenants to re- 
strain, and with respect to which there were encouragements 
to smooth and make easy the path of duty, Mr. Hastings 
was invested with special, direct, and immediate trust to 
prevent . — We are' to prove to your lordships, that he is the 
man who, in his own person collectively, has done more mis- 
chief than all those persons w’hose evil practices have nro 
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lie firrt thing that ire ■haQ do » to itate, and wfech 
re ihall prore m endenca, that tHi noe of bribery wtj the 
ttoaent, redioaL endenucal, and rtanoui dratemper of the 
Oompeny'* aflain in Indui, from the fame of tbra flnt e*- 
tabliiluDent then, "Verv oQsn th^ H are no nor any 

deecnptjon, 'whieh can ade^toty conTcr the itste of a thmg 
Kke the direct endeace of the tb&g becanae the former 

mi^t be fttfpected of eiagg aetaon. Ton. might thmt 
which raa reaSy fiict, to be nothing but the«Iounng of the 
nencm that explained it} and therefore 1 thii^ that it riU 
be mnoh better to gire to your kniBhipa bore a direct atate 
of the pnsaidency at the toe whoi to Company enacted 
thoee eorenanta which Hr Haetlngi entered mto, and when 
tfac^ took thoee meanma to p ni eu t the imy erfla tram per* 
•ona plaoed m those rety ataliona and in thon reoy carcom* 
ataneea in which re charge Mr Hastingi with haring com* 
Butted the ofencea we now bnng before yoe. 

I viih year lordahipi to know that we are to read 
a ccmauhatian of Lord CEire’e, who waa sent out for the ex* 
preHpnrpoeeof reforming the atate of the Compani^ in order 
to chow the magnitude of the perankry c umi p ti ona that 
preralled m It. 

® It M from a due aenae of the regard we owe and profeaa 
to your intereate and to otzrown hoaour, that we think it m* 
dijpenaobly neceaaBiy to lay open to toot new e aortea of 
tranMictioiia too notorioua^ kiKnni to bo auppmaed, and too 
to your intereat, to the natkmaJ chaneter, and to 
tke oxiateDce ofthe Comparrr In Benpl, to escape unnoticed 
end tmc Bu a ar ed,-~trTOaegfaQDa which seem to demonatrate 
©Terr spring of this goremment waa ameaitd with eor- 
raption, that prfndplea df rapacitT and oppression nnirerasUy 
prerailed, and that orery ap« of aentiment and public ipnt 
waa Wt and extingnlahed m the unbounded loat of unmerit* 
ed wealth- 

“ To illuatrato these poaitioni, we roost exhibit to your 
Tiews mctt wplcsmagnriotj-cf crnfalnt^iyn^ tf 
euaationa, and Ttndkatwna^ the perticnlaTa^of which are en* 
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the persoiinl regard wo entertain for some of the gentlemen 
wliose characters appear to be deeply aflectcd, 

“ At Fort St. George ^vo received the first advices of the 
demise of Meer .Taffier, and of Shuja Dowla’s defeat. It was 
there firmly imagined that no definitive measures would bo 
talcen, either in respect to a peace, or filling the vacancy in 
the nizamut, before our arrival ; as the Lnj)wing arrived in 
the month of January ndth your general letter, and the ap- 
pointment of a committee mth exjircss powers to that pur- 
pose ; for the successful exertion of whicii the happiest occa- 
sion now offered, llowcver, a contrary resolution prevailed 
in the council. Tlie opportunity of acquiring immense for- 
tunes was too inviting to bo neglected, and the temptation 
too powerful to be resisted. A treaty was h.astily drawn up 
by the bo.ard, or rather transcribed, with few unimportant 
additions, from that concluded ^vith Mccr Jafiicr ; and a de- 
putation, consisting of Messrs. Johnstone senior, ^Middleton, 
and Levcoster, appointed to raise the natural eon of the de- 
ceased Nabob to tlie subahdarry, in prejudice of the claim of 
the grandson : and for this measure such reasons are assigned 
as ought to have dictated a diametrically opposite resolution. 
Miran’s son was a minor, which circumstance alone would 
have naturally brought the whole administration into our 
bands, at a juncture when it became indispensably necessary 
we should rcaliM that shadow of power and influence, which, 
having no solid foundation, was ex])osed to the danger of 
bein^ annihilated by the first stroke of adverse fortune. But 
this mconsistence was not regarded ; nor was it material to 
the views for precipitating the treaty, which was pressed on 
the young Nabob at the first interview in so earnest and in- 
delicate a manner as highly disgusted him and chagrined his 
ministers ; while not a single nipee was stipulated for the 
Company, whose interests were sacrificed, that their servants 
might revel in the spoils of a treasury before impoveriahed, 
but now totally exhausted. 

“ This scene of corruption was first disclosed, at a visit 
the Nabob was paid, to Lord Clive and the gentlemen of the 
committee a few days after our arrival. He there delivered 
to his lordship a letter filled with bitter complaints of tlie 
insults and indignities he had been exposed to, and the em. 
bezzlement of near twenty lacks of rupees,. issued from hia 
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treMniT for jmrpoM* imkncnm dnnug tb« l*te Degotittkoi. 
So pubbc a complaint could not be iaregti^ and rt roca 
produced an rnguuy "We rofeaed the Utter to the bard, m 
eroectatoon of obtaining a aatufactoiy account of the appli- 
cation of thii mon^ and vero amwured onfy by a warm re- 
moiietranee,entaTBQD7lIr I^TceataragBiiiat that toj Nabob 
in whoae eloratum be Doerti oi harmg mcq a pnncrpal agent. 

** M a h omed Seza Oawn, the ztaJb aubah, waa than 
npoo to account for thia large iabuncment from the trea- 
a tu^ { and ho aoon delrrered to the committee the r ei y extra- 
ard in ery narratire entered ra our proceeding*, the 6th of 
June, wherein ho apemdea tie Boreral name* and auma^ bj 
whom paid, and to whom, whether m cnah, bCU, or obliga- 
tiona. So premee, ao accurate an account as tbia of money 
for aeoret and renal aerriee# waa never, we beliere, before 
this period exhibited to the bonoorable court of dnecton, at 
leait never rooehed by auch undeniable teitiisoDy and an- 
thentio docamenta : by Joggot Beet, who himaelf waa obliged 
to contribute Urgelr to the asms demanded , hj Moolyram, 
who was employe or Mr Johnatone in aH those pecimiaiy 
tranaaction* ) by the Nabob and Mahomed Beta CUwn, who 
werre the hearl^ atiSeren , an^ V ^ canfenem of 
the g^tlemen tbemaedrea wboae namea are apmSed in the 
distention list. 


** Jnggut Beet expressly declared zo bis zmrratiTG!, that the 
aum wmch ho agreed to the deputation, amonntmg to 
IZUfiOO mpoea, was extorted br menace*} and sioeo the 
cloee of our inquiry, and the opinions we dehrered in the 
prooecingsof wo 21*t June, it ftilir appear, that the pre- 
aeuta from the Nabob and 3£ahomea Beaa Cawn, exctcaing 
the immanae sum of eerenteen lacks, were not the rolontary 
odectnCT of gratitude, but conttibotams levied on the weak- 
ness 0 ? the govenimeot, and nolcnUy exacted frem tbo 
dependent state and timid dcspositiou of the mmlstcr The 
charge indeed n denied on the one hand, at wdl a# alErmed 
on the other Your honourable board must therefore deter- 
piTTift how the arcumitance of extortion may aggnarate 
the crime of diaobedienco to your po^ve order * 
expcaing the government in a manner to sale, tod recem^ 
the infamoua wage* of oorniptioii from oppoiite ptrtie* and 
intertata. "We «peak with btMdDe**, hecaose we 
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B|jeak from connction, founded upon indukitablo facta, that 
besides the above sums specified in the distribution account, 
to the amount of £228,126 sterling, there was likewise to 
the value of several lacks of rupees procured from Nund- 
comar and Hoydullub, each of whom aspired at and obtained 
a promise of that very employment it was predetermined to 
bestow on Mahomed Iteza Cawm.” 

(Signed at the end) “ Clive. — B. Sumner. — J ohn 
Carnac. — H. Verelst. — Fra" Sykes.” 

This paper cannot be denied to be a paper of weiglit and 
authenticity, because it is signed by a gentleman now in this 
house, who sits on one side of the gentleman at your bar, 
as his bail. This grievance, therefore, so authenticated, so 
great, and described in so many circumstances, I think it 
might be sufficient for me, in this part of the business, to 
show was, when Mr. Hastings was sent to India, a prevalent 
evil. 

But my lords, it is necessary that I should show to you 
something more, h&cm^e, primdfrontc, this is some exculpa- 
tion of Mr. Hastings : for, if ho was only a partaker in a 
general misconduct, it was rather vitium loci ct vxiixm iem~ 
ports than vitium hominis. This might bo said in his excul- 
pation. But I am next to show your lordships the means 
which the Company took for removing this grievance ; and 
that Mr. Hastings’s peculiar trust — the great specific ground 
of his appointment — ^was a confidence that he would eradicate 
this very evil, of which we are going to prove that he has 
been one of the principal promoters. I wish your lordships 
to advert to one particular circumstance, namely, that the 
two persons who were bidders at this time, and at this 
auction of government, for the favour and countenance of the 
presidency at Calcutta, were Mahomed Eeza Kh&n and Bajah 
JSTundcomar. I wish your lordships to recollect this, by and 
by, when we shall bring before you the very same two 
■ persons, who in the same sort of transaction, and in circum- 
stances exactly similar, or very nearly so, were candidates for 
the favour of Mr. Hastings. 

My lords, our p;jxt step will be to show you, that the Com- 
pany, in 1768, had made a covenant, expressly forbidding 
the taking of presents of above £400 value, in each present, 
)y the Govemor-Gleneral. I take it for granted this will not 
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be mnnh L^tigntedi tW renewed and enforced that with 
other oarenanti and other n^rtnictlcitB j and at krt cane 
an act of pariiament, m the cleareat, the meet definite, the 
moat ^eaflo rorda that all the wiadom of the legi^ture, 
intent upon the era di ea ti op of Una oril^ could uae, to prerent 
the reoemng of preaenta. 

lly lorda, I tmnk it a neeeeaaTy to itale, that tliere hia 
beea aone little diffleolty concerning tTifa word 
BribeiT and extortion hare been coiered by tha nane’of 
preeente, and the anthon^ and practice of tbe 'P-wt Irr* 
been adduced ae a pallation of Q>e mine. lorda, no 
authority of the £aat will be a palliation of the b’^r a ch of 
lawi enacted m the Wert aaid to thoee laws of the Wert, 
and cot the Tjcioue cortomc of the fort^ we maut upon 
Tnahmg^ Mr Bortmgi liable. But do not yopr lordahiptf aee 
thatthii a an entire mistake,- — that there nerer wuai^cot* 
tom of the Sort for It F I do not mean tioona practice* and 
coatonus viuch it la tbe baameaa of good law* and good 
ctntoma to eradicate. There are three apectea of prmsU 
known in the East two of them, p^mants of money, 
known to be legal , and tbe other perfectly fUegal, and 
haa a name eiartly expreasmg it Ic tbe manner our language 
does. It 11 neceusTT that your lordabipa ihould ice that 
hlr Haatmga has made use ^ a perremem of the name* «f 
authomed gifts, to corer tbe meet aboaninahle and nroati* 
tuted bribe^ Ibe firrt of these presents b known m tbe 
country by tbe name of peiboaah i this peaheuah is a fine 
paid, upon the mnt of tods, to the eorarign, or whoem 
gmnta them xbe aecond k the nuxxer, or ni iwr anah, 
which IS a tribute of aeknowledgment from an inferior t 
a aupenor The last la caDed rertrriai in the Peman lai> 
guage, that n to tay, a bribe, or sum of money clandcrtmi^ 
and corruj^ taken , and « aa much distmguiabed from the 
others a*, in the Enduh langoago, a fine or acknowle^ 
meet la dittfpgtnibcd from a bnto To show your lord* 
ships this, we Mall giro tn endence that wbenerer a pesb- 
cuab or fin© is paid, it n a sum of money rmhlidy paid, 
paid in proportion to the cpotj and that th© sum is enferw 
opoc Itsefi We rilial} proro the nasrcr 

jn tbe same manner, entered, and that all Icgsl fees «« ^ 
oorsed tipon the body ot the print, for which they are 
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taken : and tnat they are no more in the East than in the 
AVest any hind of colour or pretence for corrupt acts, whicli 
are kno^vn hy the circumstance of their being clandestinely 
taken, and' "which are acknowledged and confessed to he 
illegal and corrupt. Having stated that kir. Hastings, in 
some of the e^^dence that we shall produce, endeavours to 
confound these three things, 1 am only to remark, that the 
nuzzer is generally a very small sum of money ; that it some- 
times amounts to one gold mohr ; that sometimes it is less, 
and that, in all the records of the Company, I have never 
known it exceed one gold mohr, or about thirty-five shil- 
lings : passing by the fifty gold molvrs which were given to 
Mr. Hastings by Cheit Sing, and a hundred gold mohrs 
which were given to the Mogul, as a nuzzer, by klahomed 
Ali, Nabob of Arcot. 

The Company, seeing that this nuzzer, though small in 
each sum, might amount at last to a large tax upon the coun- 
try (and it did so in fact), thought proper to prohibit any 
sum of money to be taken upon any pretext whatever ; and 
the Company, in the year 1775, did expressly explode the 
•whole doctrine of pesheush, nuzzer, and every other private 
lucrative emolument, under whatever name, to be taken by 
the Governor- General: and did expressly send out an order, 
that that was the construction of the act, and that he was 
not even to take a nuzzer. Thus we shall show, that that 
act had "totally cut up the whole system of bribery and cor- 
ruption ; and that Mr. Hastings had no sort of colour what- 
ever for "taking the money which we shall prove he has 
taken. 

I know that positive prohibitions, that acts of parliament, 
that covenants, are things of ver}’" little validity indeed, as 
long as all the means of corruption are left in power, and 
all the temptations to corrupt profit are left in poverty. I 
should really think that the Company deserved to be ill 
served, if they had not annexed such appoin"tments to great 
trusts as might secure the persons entrusted from the tempt- 
ations of unla"wftil emolument ; and, what in all cases is the 
greatest securiiy, given a la"wful gratification to the natural 
passions of men. Matrimony is "to be used os a true remedy 
against a vicious course of profligate manners : fair and law- 
ful emoluments, and the iust nrofits of cffice, are onposed to 
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the tmlflwftif meani wtich itught b« tue of to npi^y 
thorn , for, m truth, I am ToadT to apt* that Jbr hdt mS 
to expect a aenee of eacrifice* \nihmt a return in blcwmgi, 
to expect lahoza- inthout a proepoct of rewd, and fatigue 
without nay meoni of Becoiuig loat, is an unreasonal^e de- 
mand m OUT hu m an crtsiture from another Thoae who 
tnut that th^ ahaH find m men uncommon and hei^ 
virtues are themselTes eudeaTiniTteg to have T^nt>^tp g 
them but the common rutoEDs of the worst ports nf Ij ttmurt 
mflrmity — And, therofore, 1 ahaTl show yuur lordships, that 
the Company did provide large, ample, abundant means for 
supporting the Govemar-Qoncndj — that Lord Olive, in the 
year 1705, and the council with him, of which 3Jr Bumner, 
i am glad and proud to say, ms one, did fix such an aQow- 
ance as thff^ thought a saffimeat seeunty to the Goremor- 
General against the temptotiana ottendani upon his situotiou) 
and, therefore, after they had fixed this sum, they say, — 
“that although ^ this means the goTemor will not be 
able to amojK a mdJjon or half a inilbon xu the spare of two 
or three yaoit, yet he will acquire a very handsome kdepeo- 
daocy, and be m that very citaation which a man of honocir 
and true zeal for the temee would wish to possees. Thus 
ntoated, he may de^ all oppoation in ecmncil ; ho wQI bare 
nothing to ask, nothing to propose hut what ho wishes for 
the adraatage of ha emplt^eTS ho may defy the law, bo- 
caosa there can be no foundation for s btli of diseoreiy; 
nnd he may defy the obloquy of tbe world, bocaose tbw 
can bo nothing censurmble m his eonduct. In ihort, if sts* 
bib^ can be insured to such a gorernment as this, where 
riehea have hem acquired in abundance m a rmall spaco of 
time, by all ways and means, and by men with or ^thout 
ap^tie*, it most bo eflbcted br a goTemortbnsrtstriclcKL’' 

— Smt is, a gOTuroor reetrietod frw ev er y emolomcnt hot 
that of his salary I must remark, that tbb salary and 
these emoluments were not settled mxm the vague spccu- 
Istions of men taHng the measure oi their nece»i(tcs for 
India from the mnTmers of England j but it was fixed by 
the council themselves j fixed in India} fixed by thc« wm 
knew and were in the situatiem of the Qovcraor-Qencral, 
and who knew what was necesery to support hn dignily, 
and tonrwervo him from the temptation af eorruplioof and 
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they have laid open to you sucli a body of advantage arising 
from it aa vrould lead any man "who had a regard to hia 
honour or conscience to think himself happy in having such 
a prousion made for him, and, at the same time, every tempt- 
ation to act corruptly removed far from him. 

The emoluments of the office, thougli reduced from the 
original plan which Lord Clive had proposed, may he com- 
puted at near £30,000 a year, when Mr. Hastings was pre- 
sident ; — £22,000 in certain money, and the rest in other 
advantages. "Whatever it was, I have shown that it was 
thought sufficient by those who were tho hest judges, and 
who, in carving for others, were craving for themselves their 
own allowance at the time. But, my lords, I am to give a 
better opinion of the sufficiency of that proA-ision to guard 
against the temptation, out of Mr. Hastings’s own mouth. 
He says, in his letter to the court of directors, “ Although 
I disclaim the consideration of my own interest in these 
speculations,' *******^^1 have catched the desire of 
applause in public life.” 

Here Mr. Hastings confesses that the emoluments affixed 
to office were not only sufficient for the purposes and ends 
which the nature of his office demanded, and the support of 
present di^ty, but that they were sufficient to secure him 
in a very lew years a comfortable retreat ; but his object in 
wishing to hold his office long was to catch applause in puli- 
lic life. "What an unfortunate man is he who has so often 
told us, in so 'many places and through so -many mouths, 
that, after fourteen years’ possession of an office which 
was to make him a comfortable fortune in a few years, he is 
at length bankrupt in fortune, and, for his applause in pub- 
lic life, is now at your lordships’ bar, and his accuser is his 
country. This, my lords, is to be unfortunate ; but there 
are some misfortunes that never do or ever can arrive but 
through crimes. He was a deserter from the path of honour ; 
at the turning of the two ways he made a glorious choice ; he 
caught at the applause of ambition — ^y^hich though I am ready 
to consent is not virtue, yet surely a generous ambition for 
applause for publv services in life is one of the best coimter- 
feits of virtue, and supplies its place in some degree ; and it 
adds a lustre to real virtue where it exists as the substratum 
' Documeni not found. 
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of it. Hmm m nature, while It U made « it i*, hctw am 
whoUr repudiate it for tt« nnpericction, becauae ther% n 
Bomothmg yet more perfect. But what ehall we mr to the 
deeertw of tiiat amae, who, havinr ^ory and honour before 
him, haa choeen to plunge himaeir into the downward road 
to aordid nchee f 

My ktrdi, 1 hare ihown the gnorance* that ffnnfalH^ I 
hare ihown the meana that emeted to put Mr Satingi be- 
Tond a temptabon to thoae prectioea of which we aecuie 
DUD, ereu m hu own opuuoii, if ho will not fidlow Hi er- 
■mple m the 2^iaae of Omutuuia, f i r m - n tr letter, u 
he haa done hie defenoe before them, aj^d aay be neror wr ote 
th lhat iituatiaii, wfaioh was to afford him a comfistable 
fartune m a few yean, ho hold for many yean; and 
thorefore be bai not one eioaae to make for hmuelf t but I 
ahall chow your lordship* mudi greater and iticcger proc^ 
thA will lean heaTr up^ him m the day of your Mmteztoe. 
The dnt, the peeultar tract that wu put m him, waa to re> 
drees all thoee gnarencee 

My lords, I haTe atated to you the eobdibau of in 
1765 Ton may auppoae that the mams that were taheo — 
the reguh&bona that were made by the Oompany at that 
period of thttfL, had operated their effect i ana that by the 
Degmsing of yecr 177% when Mr llaatlnCT eame fint 
to mi goremment, these erua did not then rwpnre, perhapa, 
0 o TUQTOui an esample or ao much dniBence m putting an 
end to them i but, my lorda, I bare to ahow you a Tory 
melancholy tintlu that, notwithatanding all these mecn^ (he 
Oompeny wu of opinion that all tbeie diaorden had in* 
creued ; and, jusjoinnigly, tb(y ay, “ 'Wilbout entering into 
all the grioTOOf mrcamrtance* of thu letter” [which wu 
wrote on the 10th of April, 17783,— * we with we could re. 
fate the obacrration, that almost erery attempt made by ui 
and our adminiatrsbon A Tour predden^ for reformin{ 
abnaea hu rather fnoeued them, and added to the mia «3 
of a eountiT we are to anxwo* to protect and ehensiu” They 
lOf, that "when (mpreanon pmadea Jbe whole country, 
w4«n jmtht latTO taS^vi fritb 
foreragn joriadietion orer the nafares, and to tcqw rapid 
fortuDM by monopoUilne of commcree, it cannot bo a won- 
der to u» or youridrea that Badny merchanta c not come 
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forward to contract with tho Company, that the manufacturea 
fiud thoir way through foreign channels, or that our invest- 
ments are at once enormously dear and of a debased quality. 
It is evident then that the evils which have been so de- 
structive to us lie too deep for any partial plans to reach or 
correct j it is therefore our resolution to aim at the root of 
those evils, and we are happy in having reason to believe, 
that in every just and necessary regulation wo shall meet 
with the approbation and support of the legislature, who 
consider the public as materially interested in tlio Company’s 
prosperity.” 

This is to show your lordships that Mr. Hastings was 
armed with great powers to correct great abuses, and that 
there was reposed in him a special trust for that purpose. 
And now I shall show by the twenty-fifth paragraph ot the 
same letter that they intrusted hir. Hastings with this very 
great power from some particular hope they had, not only of 
his abstaining himself, which is a thing taken for granted, 
but of ' his restraining abuses through every part of the ser- 
vice; and therefore they say, “that in order to eflectuate 
this great end, the first step must bo to restore perfect obedi- 
ence and due subordination to your administration. Our 
governor and council must reassume and exercise their dele- 
gated powers upon every just occasion ; punish delinquents, 
cherish the mentorious, discountenance that luxury and dis- 
sipatiou which, to the reproach of government, prevailed in 
BengaL Our president, Mr. Hastings, we trust, will set the 
example of temperance, economy, and application ; and upon 
this we are sensible much wiU depend. And here we take 
occasion to indnlge the pleasure we hove in acknowledging 
Mr. Hastings's services upon the coast of Coromandel, in 
constructing with equal labour and abihiy the plan which 
has so much improved our investments there ; and as wo 
are persuaded he •will persevere in the same laudable pursuit 
through every hranch of our affairs in Bengal, he, in retirrn, 
may depend on the steady support and favour of his employ- 
ers.” Here are not only laws to restrain abuse; here are 
not only salaries^ prevent the temptation to it ; but 
are praises to animate and encourage nim ; here is w’ 
few men, even bad in other respects, have resiste* • ' 
great ■trust put iu him ■to call upon hlTu -vvitb ^ ^ - 
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and eiortion to prerent ill ibues tlaroogh the lottkmeDt, 
ind pirtnmlarlj theae abnaei of eormptioii. Kadi trait la 
put In trif fritpahty, hii order, his management of hia pririto 
aSjma , and fiom tbence they hope that he ■TOald not nnn 
hia own fortune but improro ft by honoorabld meant ; ffnj 
teadi the Company*! eemnti the asme order wnrl mtuuge- 
men^ m order to freo them from temptation to rapacr^ m 
theo' own particolnr grtnaticma, There hare been known to 
be men* otherwiao corrupt andnotoai, who, when great tniit 
wat pnt in them, hare eallod forth pnnaplee of honour latent 
in there minds , and men who wore noned m a manner in 
eoTTuption haTO been not cm^ greet reformers by inttitubcn, 
bat greeter refonnen by the example of their own conduct. 
Then X am to show, that soon after hia coming to that gorem* 
ment there were meana giren him matantlj of realixmg thoae 
hopea and erpertationa, by puttmg bto hu hands •ertnl 
arduous end aereral diScuIt commiisiani. 

3Iy lords, m tho yw 1772 the Oompany had reeerred 
al&nfung odneea of many disorden throogboit the oountjr t 
there were Ukemae at the same tune e&cnntstaneee in tne 
state of the gorenunent, upon vhu^ they thon^t it nceei' 
tory to make new rt^^bona. The fhmme whira preraOed 
in and derastatod Bengal, and the ill use that was made of 
that calimu^ to ogrraTate the distres for the adrantan of 
mdiTiduals, produ^ a great many oomplainU i Some true, 
some exaggerated s but tmireraalty spread, as 1 beliere ii in 
the memoTT of thoae who are not rery young amo^ ns. 
This obliged the Compeaj to » reiy senons eonsideiauon of 
on w ini4\ diahonoured and divnced them gorcHiinent, 
not only at home, but through all the eountnes in Birope, 
much more thrm perhapa eren more gnerous and real op» 
preouons that were exercised under them. It had alarmed 
their fbelingij it had been marked, and bad called the atten- 
boci of public upon them m an eminetit manner 

Xour InTrii bipa remember the death of Jaffier AIIt Khln, 
the flrrt of thoae soubihs who intoodoced the Beghsb pown 
into BongaL Ho died about four or 

penodj howaasueeeededbytwoof l^aons,whoiro«ee^ 
to one another m a rery rapid auceeaslbii. USe 

person of whom we hare read an oowrant to yam tie was 
Sie aaiorsl son of the Nabob bf a person called ainufly 
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Beguui, \vbOj fur tlie corrupt gifts, the circunistnnccs of ’which 
we have recited, had, in prejudice of tlio laANdiil issue of _tho 
Nabob, been raised to the inusnud ; but as bastard slips, it is 
said in Bang Hichard (an abuse of a scripture phrase), do not 
take deep root, this bastard slip, Nudjheem X)owla, shortly 
died, and the legitimate son, Syel O’Dowln, succeeded liim. 
After him another legitimate son, Mobarick ul Dowla, suc- 
ceeded in a minority. AYlien I say succeeded, I wish your 
lordships to understand, that there is no regular succession 
in the office of soubah, or viceroy of the kingdom ; but, in 
general, succession has been considered, and persons havo 
been put in that place upon some principles resembling a regu- 
lar succession. That regular succession had been broken in 
favour of a natural son, and the mother of that natural son 
did obtain the superiority in the female part of the family 
for a time. 

In consequence of these two circumstances, namely, the 
famine and the abuses that were supposed to arise from it, 
and from the circumstance of the mmority of Alobarick ul 
Dowla, who now reigns or appears to reign, — in consequence 
of these two circumstances, the Company gave t^vo sets of 
orders. 

The first order related to Mahomed Heza Klifin, who was 
(as your lordships remember I took, in the beginning of this 
aftair, means of explaining) lord deputy of the province under 
the native government, the English holding the dewannee, 
and deputy dewan, or high steward, under the name of the 
English, and had the command of the whole revenue ; and 
who was acciised before the Company (the channel of which 
accusation we now learn) of havmg aggravated that famine 
by a monopoly for his own benefit. The Company, upon 
these loose and general charges, ordered, that he should be 
divested of his office, that he should be brought do'wn to 
Calcutta, and there be obliged to render an account of his 
conduct. 

The next regulation they made was concerning the effect- 
we government of the country, which was become vacant 
by the removd of Mahomed Eeza Khfin. The offices which 
he held were in effect these : — ^he was guardian to the Nabob 
by the appointment of the Company; he had the care and 
nianagement of his family ; he had the care of the public 
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joitice , wd ho WMOMitoa thid: Bhtdoir of gtrrmawi to 
forngn iwtiau, wUoh it wa» the jxdn^ of the (Wbuit, at 
that time, to keep up Tbia ttm tho perwn -whom Mr 
Haatio^ TTO ordered to rpnwJTO/ in emsoqoaioe of whch 
remoral all tbeae ofBooa ^rere to bo Bttpplied~-of guardian 
of the Ifabob’t peraon and manager of Lu limfly of chief 
laegatmtof end of repreoantatiTo of the &nm cLgQ% of 
the natiTO gOTemirugit to the fcrtifin whach traded 

to BengoL 

To tieoe orden 'grta added an fnatmctom of a Twy re- 
markable natore, irhioh gras a third tnat giren to 

Mr Hastings ) that dnnng the Haboh’a mmon^ Iv a^tld 
redaoe the aznmal aUowanee, wbl^ waa thirty*lao to 
alxteeni end that, to pment tlw abw of this realrict^ 
aam, and to nrerent rte being direc te d by tlw mnnster'a ao 
thonty to other norpoaea than that for which the Oompanr 
allowTO it fthat a to aor, allowed bm out of w^ wma ha 
own}, of toeae autoen bob an aoecnmt was to be regoiarly 
kept u a eheek upon the per»onaoappcmtod,wbieh aeeonst 
waa ordered to be tmmained to Oalentta, and to tent to 
Sag land. 

Now, we are to ehow yotrc lordBhlpa what Mr Haatnigi’i 
condoot was upon all these oecaaicau} and, for this, we 
mean to prodooe testimany reeor^d in the Oompony^a bookS| 
and antoeaitiQ doeomenla taken from the pnhho offices of 
that ooontry At the same time I do admit, that there 
nerer wu a pontiTe testimony that did not atand aontethmg 
in. need of aie iiqrport of preamnption j for as we knotr 
that T ilnnsws may be pe^ored, and aa re know that 
ftiymmoTita fain bo foTgeo, WO haTO TtcoUTae to a known 
nrindple in the laws of all oountrioa, that omnoatancea can* 
not Lo } aoA tbeToftig^ if tie testimony that is giren was 
erar so dear and poaitora, yet, if it ia oontrary to the drcom- 
itancee of ti» ccrantir. if Jt la oontrary to the outnniatHnce* 
of the iaota to which it aUndea^ if the depoaitian it totallT 
adTorae and aBen to the diaraden of tho peraooi,— then 1 
will ttT, that though the testimonlea abonld be many, thoogb 
they aho^ bo caoDwtait, and thoogh tb^r ahotdd bo doer, 
rtt they will staileaTOiome degree of hadtaticm and dooM 
ipcm erery mind timorous In tim eaeeutkm of juathm, as 
oTory mmd ought to be. XC frr iaatancc, ttv witoesir* 
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vrere to swear that the chief justice of EMland, that the 
lord high chancellor, or the archbishop of Canterbm’y, was 
seen, in the robes of his function, at noon day, robbing upon 
tlie highway, it is not the clearness, the weight, the authority 
of testimonies, that could make me believe it ; I should at- 
tribute it to any cause, either corruption, mistake, error, or 
madness, rather than believe that fact. Why P Because it 
is totally alien to the character of the persons, the situation, 
the circumstances, and to all tl)e rules of p^obnbilit3^ But 
if, on the contrary, the crime charged has n perfect relation 
with the person, with his known conduct, with his known 
habits, with the situation and circumstances of the place 
that he is in, and with the very cornipt inherent nature of 
the act that he docs, then much less proof than we are able 
to produce will serve ; and according to the natino and 
strength of the presumptions arising from the inherent na- 
ture of a vicious principle, and vicious motives in the act, 
will be strengthened the weakest evidence, or, if it comes to 
a sulBcieut height, the whole burthen of proof will be turned 
upon the partj- accused. And thus we shall think ourselves 
bound to show your lordships, in every step of this proceed- 
ing, that there is an inherent presumption of corruption in 
every net. "We shall show the presumptions which preceded ; 
we shall show the presumptions which accompanied the 
proof; and these, nath the subsequent presumptions, will 
make it impossible to disbelieve them. Such a body of proof 
was never given upon any such occasion ; and it is such proof 
as win prevail against the whole voice of corruption, that 
amazing, active, diligent, spreading voice, which has been 
made, by buzzing in every part of this country, sometimes to 
sound like the public voice ; it will put it to silence by 
showing that your lordships have proceeded upon the strong- 
est evidence, active and passive. 

Birst, Mr. Hastings received a positive order to seize upon 
blahomed Keza Kh^n. That order he executed "with a mili- 
tary promptitude of obedience which -will show your lord- 
ships what are the services which are congenial to his own 
mind, and which find in him always a ready acquiescence ; a 
faithful agent, and a spirited instrument in the execution. 
The very day after he received the order, he sent up, pri- 
vately, without communi'-ating with the council, from whom 
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he nrt orde^ to keep tfela proceedmg a aecrd , fee aent 
and fijtma wat great and reapectable man, and reipw*. 
able magiatiate, -who tbs m all tbo#e bgh office* wfeii I 
can itated, and if I wi to coinpan tbem to orannatanoet 
end Rtaation* m tfej* couatiT, 1 ifeonld eav, be had FPitM 
m hft P i elf the dtaracter of fcrt lord of the treasmT, the 
character cf chief joatce, the character of lord luflh chancel, 
lor, and the charecter of archbbbop of CkuitertTary j a man of 
CTts^t gniTt^, dignity, and aetbonty, and adranced in year* , 
had ocoe £100,000 o year for the mpport of ins digni^ 
*cd^ had at that tune *850,000 T5»a aititng zc hie 
mrdan repoamg hunaelf t&er die toila of ha KhmtKm, for 
be WB* one of the mort labonooa men m the wnrid, wa* fni 
danly arroftsd, and without a momeni'a reapite draped 
down to Oalcntta, and there by Hasting* (exceedingtbe 
order* of the OoB^y) confined near tiro year*, under s 
guard of loldier*. air TTaatfi^ Jrept tfeu gnat msT) for 
eereral moaithi without eren atteiQptmg the tnal upon him. 
Hxnr be tried him afterwards yonrlordwip* roar probably m 
the ooBTM of thia bosioea* ingum) and yon vul then judge 
fitim the mreomataaaM of that tnal, that, as he iraa cot tned 
for Ida enma, bo nrither waa be acquitted lor bia mnoeeuce j 
but at preoant I leare hm in that ctuaticiiu Hr Hastioffl 
unknown to the couzkiO, harew eoncuted the order* of tM 
Comp*!^ m the last d ^ ree oT r ^ o ur to this unhappy uum, 
keep* him in that Rtuabon, without * bul, under a guard, 
aepairated from has country, dt^rsced and (Hihacoured, and 
fey Mr Hatting* ’* exprem order oot enffavd either to make 
a Tisrt OT neesre a rintor 

There was another cotonuatian for l£r Hasting* contained 
in orders. The Company, beouae they wore of imin* 

nm justice oould not do eaaily obtainea while the first 

dtuatimi of the ooun^ were fiDri with thu man’* adher- 
enta, dedred Mr Hastings to displace them , Icaring hun a 
Twy large power, and coufldiBg in hii justice, prudence, and 
xmparttditT, not to abnae a trust of such deb«(y ire 
BhiSrpTOTO to your lordship* that Hr Hasting* tho ught I t 
neceseaiy to tom out frean the highest To the ferwestwrOTu 
bundreda rf people, for no other reason titan t£a^«y ™ 
been put in thdr employtnmta by that reiy mao ‘ 

Eoglafe goremment had fonucriy placed there, if « 
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to insist that we could not possibly try Mr. Hastings, or 
come at bis wickedness, imtil we bad era^cated bis influence 
in Bengal, and left not one man in it wbo was, during his 
government, in any place or office whatever ; yet, tbou^ we 
should readily admit that we could not do the whole with- 
out it, at'the same time rather than make a general massacre 
of every person presumed to be under his influence, we would 
leave some of his crimes unproved. He did avow and declare, 
that, unless he turned aE these persons out of their offices, 
he could never hope to come at the truth of any charges 
against Mahomed Eeza Khan; against whom no specific 
charge had been made. Tet upon loose and general charges 
did he seize upon this man, confine him in this manner, and 
every person who derived any place or authority from him, 
high or low, was turned out. hlr. Hastings had, in the 
Company’s orders, something to justify him in rigour, but 
he had likewise a prudential power over that rigour ; and he 
not only treated this man in the manner described, but every 
human creature connected with him, as if they had been all 
guilty, without any charge whatever against them. These 
are ms reasons for taking this extraordinary step. 

“ I pretend not to enter into the views of others. My own 
were these, hlahomed Eeza Kh&n’s influence still prevailed 
generally throughout the country. In the Habobh house- 
hold, and at the capital, it was scarce affected by his present 
disgrace. His favour was still courted, and his anger dread- 
ed. Who, under such discour^ements, would give informa- 
tion or evidence against him ? His agents and creatures filled 
every office of the nizamut and dewannee. How was the 
truth, of his conduct to be investigated by these ? It would 
be superfluous to add other arguments to show the necessity 
of prefacing the inq^uiry by breaking his influence, removing 
his dependants, and putting the direction of aU the affairs 
which had been committed to his care into the hands of the 
most powerful or active of his enemies.” 

My lords, if toe of the House of Commons were to desire 
and to compel the Bast India Company, or to address the 
crown, to remove according to their several situations and 
several capacities every creature that had been put into office 
by Ivlr. Hastings, because we could otherwise make no in- 
quiry into his conduct, should we not be justified, by hia 
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0^ euampk, in miuting upoii the remoTiI of ereiy cmtn» 

of the mgmng power bcforo we ctrald Uiqmre into Jui cod. 
duct P We hate not done thatv thocgh we led, «* he ieh, 
great diaadraatagB* in proceeding la the inariaT, while ererr 
fituaticn in Ben^ i« notonooily held by hi creatupti 
tlway* exccptmg the fint of aD, but wbch we could ihow ii 
nothing under each ciranMtance*> Then what do I infer 
firom tnia ? from hu obedience to the opdm of the Company 
earned eo much beroad neceenty, and proeecuted witnw 
much ngcror , from the inquiry being fuspended for to long 
a fame j firom erery perion m office oemg temored from hS 
ntuabon ) from all theee preeantionB bomg nwd ta pre&tojr 
to the mqmrj, when he himaelf aays, that altar he caed 
ell theee means, he found not the least benefit and adrutage 
from them P use I moon to make of this to let your 
lordibipa see the groat probability and preeumption that Mr. 
HaatmgiV finding Qnnjdf in the vay •^•aaine ntnation ils^ 
had oocamd the year bedbro when NondcoTsar was add to 
Ifabomed Bexa KhAn, of aaOmg Mahomed £m BMn to 
Ifundcomar, made a corrapt u*e of it, and that as Mahomeii 
£exa KhAn wu not treated with tertn^ for bis Crimea, so 
i)either was be acquitted for bia innoeCBce Tbe Comfour 
had giren Mr Hastm« aerero ordert, and rery sererely ha^ 
he executed them. The Oompanr giro him no orden oot to 
institute a preeent inquiry , but be, under pretence of busi- 
nees, negle^ed that mquury, and sufiered tins man to languish 
in nmem to tbe ntter rum of his fortune. 

We hare m part shown /onr JordshJps what Mr Hast, 
mgs’f own matmor of procwding with regard to a pubhe 
d3mquant la j but at present we Jeare Jlahomed Beia Shin 
where he was. Do your iordshipe think that there is no 
preaumptum of Mr Hastings haring a corrupt riew m this 
buameat, and of hia baruig wt thu great man, who was lu^ 
poeed to be of Immente i^th, under contribotionsP Mr. 
Hostingt nerer trusted hts ooUc^ues in this proeeedmgt 
and what reason docs he gire P whr, ho sunpos^ that tber 
must bo bribed by Mahomed Ifeia Kk<^; for, says h^M i 
did not know ibM characters at that timoj I did not knw 
whether Mahomed Jtexa Kbin had not secured them to hts 
mtwot by the known ways in which great men in fca^t 
iocure men to tbmr interest He nerer tnuted hw 
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'eagues ■with the secret ; and the person that he employed to 
prosecute Mahomed Keza EHiSii -was his hitter enemy, 
Kundcomar. I -will not go the length of saying that the 
circumstance of enmity disables a person from being a prose- 
cutor ; imder some circumstances it renders a man incompe- 
tent to be a ■witness ; but this I know, that the circumstance 
of ha'ving no other person to rely upon in a charge against 
any man but his enemy, and of having no other principle to 
go upon than what is supposed to be derived out of that en- 
mity, must form some considerable suspicion against the pro- 
ceeding : but in this he was justified by the Company ; for 
Nundcomar, the great rival of Mahomed Eeza Khan, was in 
the worst situation with the Company as toliis credit. This 
Kundcomar’s politics in the country had been by Mr. Hast- 
ings himself, and by several persons joined "with him, cruelly 
represented •to the Company ; and accordingly he stood so ill 
•with them by reason of Mr. Hastings’s representations and 
those of his predecessors, that the Company ordered and di- 
rected, that if he could be of any use in the inquiry into 
Mahomed KezaEUi&n’s conduct, some reward should be given 
him suitable to his services ; but they caution Mr. Hastings 
at the same time against giving him any trust which he 
might employ to the disadvantage of the Company. How 
Mr.. Hastings began, before he could experience any service 
from him, by givmg him his reward, and not the base reward 
of a base service, money, but every trust and power, which he 
was prohibited from giving him. Having turned out every 
one of Mahomed Eeza i^dn’s dependants, he filled every 
office, as he avows, with the creatures of Hundcomar. Now 
when he uses a cruel and rigorous obedience in the case of 
Mahomed Eeza Kkdn, when he breaks through the princi- 
ples of his former conduct with regard to Nundcomar, when 
he gives him, Nundcomar, trust, whom he was cautioned not 
■to trust, and when he gives him that reward before any ser- 
vice could be done ; I say, when he does this in violation of 
the Company’s orders and his o^wn principles, it is the strong- 
est evidence that he now found them in the situation in 
which they were in 1765, when bribes were notoriously 
taken, and that each party was mutually sold ■to the other, 
and fkith kept ■with neither. The situation in which Mr. 
Hastings thus placed himself should have been dreaded by 
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him of all thmgi, became he knew ft iras a mtnation b whkh 
the mort ootniMu* comipboQ had taken place before. 

ITiere u another qrcQmgtnnoe which eerret to •bow that 
m the pereecntion of theee great luen, and the pereoM «n* 
ployed ly tbem« ho could hare no otlwr now tK^ to e xt or t 
money ftom them. I^iere wai a peracm of the name of 
Shitabr^, who had a greet ibste in the eondnot of the rere- 
noea of Bahar Mr Hartio^ m the letter to the Oompoi^ 
com p l ahnn gof &e rtate of their afBiin, and ■eying that fliero 
were great and nifpiCKKie belanoee in, the knogdom of Bahar, 
doeo not eren name the name of Sbitabroy Ibere wa* an 
Bngliih coonaellor, a parbcnlar foend of Mr Haetingi’i 
tbew, imdar whose oontrol Shjtabrcy acted. Without any 
chaigoi, without ony orden from the Oompony, Mr Ha»t- 
ingi dragged down that mme Shltabruy, and in t^ tame 
ignommioot pmon be kept hrm the vazne length of time, thri 
IB, ono year three mantha, wrtbont tnal ; and whm the 
tnal came on, there was at much eppeemico of coUofcon Is 
the trtsl M there wu of ngonrin the pTVDcioa proem. Hut 
H the TT>*nTw in which Haetings exeentod the ctmnand 
of the Cempeny for retnonog Mahomed Bess EhAn. 

When a raeee«or to 3fah^ed Ben £Mn was to he ap* 
pointed, your lordthipi natorally expect from the ebaiocter 
X ^re girm of him, and from (be nature of hii fhnduos, 
that Mir Haetn^ would be parbculariy prectie, would we 
the ntmoet ponble core tn nonunating a per so n to succeed 
bim, who might folfll the ends and objedi of hu employ* 
ment { and be at the nme tnne beyond all doubt and roipH 
don of corr upti on in any way whalerar I#et ns now see 
bow he up that offioo thus racant. injen the Company 
ordered Mahomed Bern BIbin to be dr^MMseased of hu effiee, 
they ordered at the same fame that tbe salary of his roccesjor 
should be redocedi that £80^000 was a sufBaent recom- 
pense for that office. Tour lordshiM will see by (bo allow. 

anoe lor tbe office, OTon redoeed as if was, that (bey eipecfwf 
some Tiwti of great emmenco, of great eonsogneiicei and fit 
for those great and yanoos tnnts. Ibey cut off tbe dew- 
fliinee from it, that Is, tbe eoUoction ofHbe reremiwi a^ 
barhag leasoued hu labour*, they kesened hii reward j 
ordered that this person, who was te bo guanto of tbs 
Nabob in his minority, and wboww to repment tbo gotfra* 
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nunt, should hnvc but £30 000. The order they 
this : 

“ And that ns IMnhoincd Ecrn Khun can no longer be 
fcidcred by ua na one to whom such a power can snfel 
committed, we trust to your local knowledge tho sclcctii 
come person well qualified for tho aflaira ol’ government 
of whose altachmcut to tho Company you shall bo wc 
Bured. — Such person you wall recommend to tho Kabo 
succeed Mahomed Kcza, ns minister of tho government 
guardian of the Nabob’s minority ; and we persuade ours 
that the Nabob will pay such regard to your rccommc 
tion as to invest him with the necc5s.ary power and authc 

" As the advantages which the Company may receive 
the appointment of such minister will depend on his r 
ness to promote our views and advance our interest, wi 
AviHing to allow him so liberal a gratification as may e 
his zeal, and insure lus attachment to the Company; 
therefore empower you to grant to tho person whom 
shall think worlliy of this trust, an annual allowance, 
exceeding three lacks of rupees, which wc consider not 
as a munificent reward for any sendees ho shall rendc: 
Company, but sufficient to enable him to support his sti 
with suitable rank and dignitj'. And here we must add, 
in the choice you shall make of a person to bo the a 
minister of tho Nabob’s government, wo hope and trust 
you will show yourselves worthy of the confidence wo 
placed in you, by being actuated therein by no other mo 
than those of the public good, and the safety and intere 
the Company.” 

My lords, here they have given a reward, and they 
described a person fit to succeed in all capacities the 
whom they had thought fit to depose. Now, ns we have 
how Mr. Hasting obeyed the Company’s orders in tho : 
ner of removing Mahomed Eeza Khan from his office, h 
see how he obeyed their order for filling it up. Tour 
ships ^viIL naturally suppose that ho made all the orde 
Mahomedan and Hindoo princes to pass in strict re\'iev 
fore him ; that h^ had considered their age, authorilw, 
nity, the goodness of their manners ; and upon the colh 
of all these circumstances had chosen a person fit to be 
gent to guard the Nabob’s minority from all rapacity v 



264 


tmCH IJ THa nr rw i mrvrrT T or 


erw ttdSttolnrtrnoi hunmerHTlliiag Iirfflcm™ 
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Inf r«nk cmgbt to be fnoli la at lenat cra^t not to 
^TWJid the Nabob’f howmr, or I^ten hn credit in tUe eatim*. 
tion 01 the people, by the ma^iitaBal coromand Thich the 
Derr gnudian imirt exsrdve orer hnnj with abihttee and 
'ngoui of mind equal to the BUpport of that antbonty j and 
the world will expect, that the guardian be eepecially quail* 
fled by ha own acquired ecdowmenta to discharge the auties 
of that r e lati on in taa edneadaQ of hia young pupil, to inipire 
him with sentnnezita frutahle to hia birth, to instmct nfm 
in the prmoiples of hn nll^pon.*' 

Una t^wn another oocacoiv u Air Haatin^'a sente of the 
man who ought to be placed in that atustion of tmit in 
whidi the Oompany ordeied him to place hum Ihd 3Ji- 
Haftmgs ob^ tost order P Jfo, my l«di , be amwmted no 
man to Bll that offioe. 'What, no man at sHI ^0{ he ap« 
pomted DO person at eU m the sense which is menttoned 
there^ which conitantlr deaenbes a peruKD at lost of the , 
male sext be appocutea a woeoan to that office } he ap- 
pointed a wtHuan m a country where no woman can be sees, 
where no woman oen be ipokes to by any one without a cut- 
tarn between them I for all these rinous dutiet,Teqmnzig all 
theee qualifioatums desoribed by himsell^ be appomtra a 
woman. Do you want more proof than this Twleut trans* 
greaaum of the Ckunpany’s oraers upon that occasion, that 
some oa mip t motire most bare mfoeneed bfm f 

lij lords, it a necestair for me to state the situation of 
the Mfflily, thut ytra may jodg© from tbence of tbe corrupt 
motxTes of Mr Hjutmgi's proceedm^ Tbe Nabob JaUfer 
AH TnAu had among tbe women of ha scragbo a 
called Afunny Begum j she was a dancmg gtrl, whom be had 
seen at some entertainment , and as bo was of a Bcetttioos 
turn, this danemr gtrl in the course of her profenion ai a 
prostitute so fkr mreicled tbe Nabob, that harmc s etll^ or 
pretending to hsTO had a difld, by him, he broo^pt her iats 
sarsgho / sod the OompaDr’s scrran^S sold to that son 
the succession of that fatber Thia woman bad been >;oM as 
6 ilsTo J her pTofe«on a dancer, her occopetion a prostitute. 
^pit, my Jams, this woman hanag put her natortu son, as w» 
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state, and shall prove, in the place of the legitimate offspring 
of the Nabob ; having got him placed by the Company’s serv- 
ants on the mnsnud, she came to be at the head of that part 
of tbe housebold whicb relates to the women ; which is a 
large and considerable trust in a country where polygamy is 
admtted, and where women of great rank may possibly be 
attended by two thousand of the same sex in inferior situa- 
tions. As soon as the legitimate son of the Nabob came to 
the mnsnud there was no ground for keeping this woman any 
longer in that situation; and upon an application of the 
Company to Mahomed !^za Khan, to know who ought to 
have the right of superiority; he answered, as he ought to have 
done, that though all the women of the seraglio ought to have 
honour, yet the mother of the Nabob ought to have the su- 
periori^ of it. Therefore, this woman was removed, and the 
mother of the Nahoh was placed in her situation. In that 
situation Mr. Hastings found the seraglio. If his duties had 
gone no further than the regulation of an eastern household, 
he ought to have kept the Naboh’s mother there by the rules 
of that country. 

"What did he do V Not satisfied with giving to this prosti- 
tute every favour that she could desire (and money must he 
the natural object of such a person), Mr. Hastings deposes 
the Naboh’s own mother, turns her out of the employment, 
and puts at the head of the seraglio this prostitute, who at 
the best in relation to him could only be a step-mother. If 
you heard no more, do your lordships want anything further 
to convince you that this must be a violent, atrocious, and 
corrupt act ? suppose it had gone no further than the seraglio. 
But when I call this woman a dancing girl, I state some- 
thing lower than Europeans have an idea of respecting that 
situation. She was bom a slave, bred a dancing girl. Her 
dancing was not any of those nohle and majestic movements 
which make part of the entertainment of the most wise, of 
the education of the most virtuous, which improve the man- 
ners without corrupting the morals of all civilized people, 
and of which, amo:^ uncivilized people, the professors have 
their due share of Mbniration ; but these dances were not de- 
cent to he seen, nor fit to be related. I shall pass them by. 
Your loidships are to suppose the lowest degree of infamy in 
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wcnpttwn md iftnafaan, wh*© I iefl jtra tii«t llmaj 
Bcg^ «« a iJaT© and a dur^ f^ rig gni. 

fte luftorj- of tlio Mutmj Begmn u tiiia' " At a rillago 
caDed Balcunda, neap Sokmdia, tbore lired a Widoir, Ttho, 
£t)in her groat not helztgahlo to bring qi <lsogb> 
tsf ^I xmny , gave her to a alam giri belonging to Bammin 
AUjr Oawn, wboee name was Bbboo, Ihrrmg the apoco of 
fire yeam she lived at Shahjehunahad, and wsa edacsted 
ffisaw after the manner of a grri, Aftenrarda the 

Nabob Shamut Jong, opcm the marnage of Itram nl Bcnrla, 
brotbar to tbe Nabob Soraoe ul Dowlay tent for Bmoo 
Beg’s act of dancqig girls fiom Shahjehojiflbftd, of wbicb 
Mwmj Begum was one. and allowed them 10,000 rupees 
for tMir cipenaot, to ^co at tie wrddaJg "Wino the 
ceremony was celebrataig, th^ wore kept by tie Nabob j 
bat fcrme tnontia aiterwarda he dmmaaed then, and they 
tooJc up tbnr recdenoe m this cty ifeer Mahomed Jailer 
Oawn then took them into keeping, and aik^wrd Marcaj" 
and her aet 600 ropeea per tno^i tiU at length And tag 
that MonitT wu pregnant, ha took he mto hu own hooae. 
She gare birth to the Ka^b f^ton ul 1 >owIa, and in thU 
manner has the remained in the Nabob’s £ind^ staoa" 
Kow it reqtnred a vmy peculiar mode of Beleetion to tike 
suoh a woman, ao orcomitanced (rcBombling whom there 
WM not just fueh another), to depose the Nabob’s own 
mother from tie supervon^ of tie iouaehold, and to snb- 
atittrte this woman. It would hare been an abomioabie 
abuse, end xonld have fancied eorrupbon in the grossest de« 
groo, if JXr Hastings had stopped tbaroj he not oo^ did 
tmi, but he put ker, this aroman, in the very place « Ma- 
homed Besa iChinj ho made her cuardian, he made ^ 
regent, he made h^ tkciot, he mane her the represenlaure 
of the native gorsrmnmiE of the eouatry in the eyes of 
itrangen. Qliere wwj art a trost. not a digui^ m tie cott3> 
try^ich he did not put, danng the mnionj^ of this unhappy 

person, her step-son, into the firnds of this wom^ 

:^ec±, if you please, tie stnsngpresuroptioo « cormbra 
m disob^g tie oeder of the Cfcopaily, iirt^g to 

aeJect a a«n» fit to supply the plaea of Mahomed 
to aH tie great snd ardiwui funetitsu of corem- 
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munt and of justice, as well ns the regulations of the Nnhob’s 
household ; and then I Avill venture to say, that neither your 
lordships nor any man living, Avhen ho hears of this appoint- 
ment, docs or can hesitate a moment in concluding that it is 
the result of corniption, nnd that you only want to he in- 
formed what the corruption was. Hero is such an arrange- 
ment ns, I believe, never was before heard of — a secluded 
woman in the place of a man of the world; a fantastic 
dancing girl in the place of a grave magistrate ; a slave in 
the place of a woman of quality ; a common prostitute made 
to superintend the education of a young prince ; and a step- 
mother, a name of horror in all countnes, made to super- 
sede the natural mother, from whoso body the Nabob bad 
sprung! 

These arc circumstances that leave no doubt of the 
grossest and most flagrant corruption; but was there no 
application made to bir. Hastings upon that occasion ? The 
Nabob’s imcle, whom bir. Hastings declares to bo a man 
of no dangerous ambition, no alarming parts, no one qualify 
that could possibly exclude him from that situation, makes 
an application to Mr. Hastings for that place, and was by 
3 Mj. Hastings rejected. The reason he gives for his rejection 
is, because he cannot put any man in it without danger to 
the Company, who had ordered him to put a man into it. 
One would imagine the trust to be placed in him was such 
as enabled him to overturn the Company in a moment. Now 
the situation in which the Nabob’s uncle, Zeteram O’Howla, 
would have been placed, was this ; be would have had no 
troops, he would have had no treasury, he would have had 
no collections of revenue, nothing, in short, that could have 
made him dangerous, but he would have been an absolute 
pensioner and dependent upon the Company, though in high 
office ; and the least attempt to disturb Hie (Company, instead 
of increasing, would have been subversive of his own power. 
If Mr. Hastings should still insist that there might be 
danger from the appointment of a man, we shall prove that 
he was of opinion that there could be no danger from any 
one; that the Na’Job himseK was a mere shadow — a cipher, 
nnd was kept there only to soften the English government 
in the eyes and opinion of the natives. MEy lords, I will 
detail these circumstances no further, but wiU bring some 
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flered in tlie manner I mentioned. Tour lordships wU na- 
turally imagine that that control was kept safe ; no, laere is 
the order of the directors, and you wiLL see how hlr. Hast- 
ings obeyed il. 

“ As the disbursements of the sums allotted to the Habob 
for the marntenimce of his household and family, and the 
support of his dignity, will pass through the hands of the 
minister who shall be selected by you, conformable to our 
preceding orders, we expect that you wUl req^uire such min- 
ister to deliver annually to your board a regular and exact 
account of the application of the several sums paid by the 
Company to the Nabob. This you wHl strictly examine; 
and we trust that you will not sufter any part of the Nabob’s 
stipend to be appropriated to the minister’s oivn use, or 
wasted among the unnecessary dependants of the court; 
but that the whole amount be applied to the purposes for 
which it was assigned by us.” 

One would have imagined that after hlr. Hastings had 
made so suspicious an arrangement (I will not call it by any - 
worse name), he would have removed all suspicion inth re- 
gard to money ; that he would have obeyed the Company by 
constituting the control which they had ordered to be placed 
‘ over a man, even a fit man, and a man worthy of the trust 
committed to him. But what is his answer, when three 
years after he is desired to produce this account ? Has answer 
18 — “ I can save the board the trouble of this reference by 
acquainting them that no such accounts have ever been 
transmitted, nor, as I can afBrm with most certain know- 
ledge, any orders given for that purpose, either to Goordass, 
to whose office it did not properly belong, nor to the Begum, 
who had the actual charge and responsibility of those dis- 
bursements.” 

He has given to this woman the charge of all the dis- 
bursements of the Company. The officer whom you would 
imagine would be responsible, was not responsible ; but to 
this prostitute and dancing girl the whole of the revenue was 
given. When he was ordered to transmit that account, he 
not only did not* produce that account, but had given no 
order that it should be kept ; so that no doubt can be left 
upon your lordships’ minds that the sixteen lacks which 
were reserved for the support of the dignity of the govern* 
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taent of that ocmnti 7 vtn «upk>jed ibr tfa«> purpoao of W±. 
Bmm gt'a haring a conatfiit btiik, from which he ihooJd draw 
erery ocmpt emolument he thooJd thmk fit for u>d 

^ lartUhjjw #«, that ho appointed 

■tm imnropar peraon to tha tmat without ciy eontrol j and 
that toe rery aceoxmtj wbch wwe to be t^ guardians of 
^ pun^, and whMh wer® to rtmore snspidon from h)m^ 
bo noTBr to much u directed or onlisred. If anr one 
doubt that that tnnmctian was m itself corrupt, I can only 
^ nund must be oonatituted m a manrtfT totally 
dinerent frcnn that which prcrraSa in any of tbo higher or 
lower branches of judtcafure fn any country in the world. 
T he a oppreion of^an acoocmt u a proof of corruption, 

When Mr Hasbngs committetf tb» acts of nolence 
agamst Mahomed Ban EhAo, when he proceeded to nwlcft 
arrangementi m the Oompaov^a a&n of the same kind with 
thoae in vduch corruption had been before comsaed, he waa 
bound bjr a parbcoJar respomibahty that thero ahould be 
nothing myetWiona m hia own conduct ( and that at least 
aU tbe acecruDti ahould be well kept. He appcantod aperaon 
somlnaily for that dtuatzos, namely, the Ooordasa. 
Who was be P A penon acting, be eaya, under the mfiu* 
enee of Bsjah Nundcomar, whom he hM declared was not 
fit to be employed or traa^ , all the ofEcee were flDed by 
him. But had &ijah Goordasa, whose character is that of an 
excellent man, n^nist wbom there could lie no reasonable 
ob}Mtion on account of his personal character, and whoso 
want of talents was to bo supplied by those of Nandcomar 
(and of iu parts Mr Hastings spolce as highly aa possible), 
had be, 1 say, the management r Mtmny Begumu 

Hid she kcOT any acootmhi f Koj Mr Hastiagiwasardotd, 
■nd a TUiy tuaagreeoble and harsh order it was, to take away 
one half of the Kabob'a allowince, which be had by treaty. 

I do not charge 5Ir HafHngs with this redaction } he hid 
nothing to do with that Sixteen Isda were cut oS, end 
sirtten Idt ; these tiro auma had been diitributod, one for 
the support of the seraglio and the dignity of the statr, tto 
other tOT the court eftablahasnt and tbe household. Tm 
lirteen lacks which were left, therefore, required to be wrll 
economued tmd well administered. There was a rigew |a 
the Company’s oiiu rdabre to it, which was, that it ibouU 
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take place irom au antedated time, tliat is, a wliole year prior 
to tiie communication of their order to the Nabob. The order 
was, that the Nabob’s stipend should be reduced to sixteen 
lacks a year from the month of January. IMr. Hastings 
makes this reflection upon it, in order to leave no doubt upon 
your mind of his integrity in administering that great trust ; 
he says : 

“ 3four order for the reduction of the INahoh’s stipend was 
oommunicated to him in the month of December, 1771. He 
remonstrated against it, and desired it might he again referred 
to the Company. The hoard entirely acquiesced in his 
remonstrance, and the subsequent payments of his stipend 
were paid as before. I might easily have availed myself of 
this plea. I might have treated it as an act of the past go- 
vernment, with which I had no cause to interfere, and joined 
in asserting the impossibility of his defraying the vast ex- 
pense of his court and household without it, which I could 
have proved by plausible arguments, drawn from the actual 
amount of the nizamut and behla establishments ; and both 
the Nabob and Begum would have liberally purchased my 
forbearance. Instead of pursuing this plan, 1 carried your 
orders rigidly and literally into execution. I imdertook my- 
self the laborious and reproachful task of limiting his charges 
from an excess of his former stipend to the sum of his re- 
duced allowance.” 

He says, in another place, 

“ The stoppage of the king’s tribute was an act of mine.' 
* «= « * for the remainder.” 

My lords, I believe it is a singular thing, and what your 
lordships have been very little used to, to see a man in the 
situation of Mr. Hastings, or in any situation like it, so ready 
in knowing all the resources by which sinister emolument 
may be made and concealed, and which, under pretences of 
public good, may be transferred into the pockot of him who 
uses those pretences. He is resolved, if he is innocent, that 
his innocence shah, not proceed from ignorance. He well 
knows the ways of falsi^ng the Company’s accounts; he 
well knows the nec’essities of the natives, and he knows that, 
by paying a part of their dues, they wiU be ready to give an 
acquittance of the whole. These are parts of Mr. Hastings's' 
' Document not found. 
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knowledge, of -B-luoii yonr lonJihjpa irill tee he aito vdl 
know! how to aTafl, 

But yon wonld eip«t, yihax be redaeed the ilknriiice 

to enteen Iflcki, and took credit to bintt^ o if be had doiw 

the thing which be profeoeed, and had argned from huBgocr 
and <mdty hit atnct and literal ohedieaoe to the Compenr, 
that be had m renlrty done it Ihe reiT rev a iae j for ilwfu 
be m prool^ that, aftw he had pretended to reduce the Com' 
pany^B allowance, be contmoed it a twriremonth fima the 
cay m which he aaid ho had entirely oiecnted JI^ to the 
amount of £90,000, and entered a account of the tup- 
pretmou m the Oompany’i gocoonta i and when he has taken 
a credit, ai under pret^ee of reduo^ that aScwanoe, he 
paid £90,000 more than he ought. you then hare a 
doubt, after aH tbeea falao pretonoea, after oil thb fraud, febn 
cation, and aupprcnaou wtudi he made use ofr that that: 
£90,000 of which he kept no account, and tranamitted no 
account, WBB money grron to himaelf for hie cnru pnrate uae 
and adrantoge 9 


Thu u aQ that I think seeean^ to atate to your lord* 
BhipB upon thii mon i tro ua port of the arrangesDent ; and 
therefore, from bia ngorota obedience in enact of ei^ty, 
and whew control wu* directed from hit total diaobedlaice, 
and from hit choioe of persona, from hu fuppretskm of tho 
account! that ought to hare been produced, and falsifying 
the accounts that wore kept, there ansea a atrong mfereneo 
of coiruptiam ‘Wboi tout lordahipa ae© bD thn in pn»t 
voup lordihJps will juabfy me in taying that tbeao ncrer wat 
(taking erety pert of the arrengnucnt) auch a direct onen 
nolntwai of any truft I thall tay no more with regard to 

the appointment of Kunny Begum 

Ify lordt, hero ended the ffrat acene, and here endi that 
body of pretumptiQn aniing from the tranatction and in» 
hewnt fa it My Jesda, the nett acene that I am to bring 
before you U tho poaibYO proof of corrupticFn m thU trane* 
uctiem, in which 1 am luro you already lee that cormpticm 
must eiiat The charge wai broo^t by a peraon in the 
high«t truft and conmknco with ilr Martingt, a jwraoa 
employed m the manngeowat of ihu wbrfu a 

pmon to wbmn the manageroeut, lubordmate to Jlunoy 
5ium,ofail thopecimiaiy tmnaactKini and all the arrange- 
mentj i^on that ocauioa waa fanruiU'd 
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On the llth tiny of l^Inrcli, 1775, Niindcomnr g-^ves to 
jMr. I'rancis. a member of tlie council, a charge against I^fr. 
Hastings, consisting of two parts. The first of these charges 
was a vast number of corrupt dealings, ^vith renpcct to which 
ho was the informer, not the witness, hut to which he indi- 
cated the modes of inquiry; and they arc corrupt dealings, 
as i\Ir. Hastings himself st.atca them, amounting to millions 
of rupees ; and in transactions, every one of wnich implies 
in it the strongest degree of corruption. 

The next part was of those to which ho was not only an 
informer hut a witness, in having been the person who him- 
self transmitted the monc}' to Mr. Hastings and the agents 
of i\rr. Hastings ; and accordingl}' upon this part, winch is 
the only part we charge, his evidence is clear and full that 
he gave the money to Afr. Hastings ; ho and the Bcgnm (for 
I put them together). He slates that Mr. Hastings received 
for the appointment of iNIunii}* Bogiim to the rajahship two 
laclis of rupees, or about £22,000 ; and that he received in 
another gross sum one lack and a half of rupees; in all 
making tlircc lacks and a half, or about .£30,000. This charge 
was signed by the man, and accompanied ivith the account. 

Mr. H.astings, on that day, made no reflection or observa- 
tion whatever upon this charge, except that ho attempted to 
cxcito some suspicion that Mr. jFraucis, who had produced 
it, was concerned in the charge, and was the princip.al mover 
in it. Ife asks ]\Ir. Br.ancis that day this question: 

“The Governor-General observes, as Mr. Francis has been 
pleased to inform the hoard that ho was unacquainted witn 
the contents of the letter sent in to the board by Nund- 
comar, that he tliinks himself justified in carrying his curi- 
osity further than he should have permitted liimself without 
such a prewous intimation ; and therefore begs leave to ask 
]\Ir. Francis whether he -was, before this, acquainted wth 
Nundcomar’s intention of bringing such charges against him ( 
before the hoard ? 1 

“ Mr. Francis. — As a member of this council, I do not ' 
deem myself obliged to answer any q^uestion of mere curi- 
osity. I am ■willing, however, to inform the Governor- 
General, that, though I was totally unacquainted with the con- 
tents of the paper I have now delivered in to the hoard, till 
I heard it read, I did apprehend in general that it contained 
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•ome durge tgunrt him. It yn» thw apprebenfion 
Buuie n>e so partieulftriy eaatiatis m tha maoMr of recomug 
the Bajsh'i Idtor I ttm not acqoiiinted with Eqjai JfnncP 
comar'a intention of bringing tn such ohirgw os are mention- 
ed m the letter 

“■Warren Halting*. — J ClaTmng — Geo, Hdewd.— P 
Franca ” 

Kott what the doty of Mr HaftaiM tnd the council wn* 
upon receirmg such information, I ihaH beg hwre to »tate 
to your lordflhipa from the Oomwmy'i orden but, before I 
read them, I mnit obaerre, thM in pnnnaiico of an act of 
parbamoit, wiuefa wn mppoted to m made upon account 
of the ne^ect of the Oompany, as toU os the neglect* of 
tbair terrant*, and for wimA general neglecta ntpcaaSbUAj 
■waa filed upon the Company for the future, wbib for the 
preaent their authoritr waa auapendod, and a pariiamentaiy 
eomrmcnon aent out xo regulate tbeir afiain, the Connony 
did, upon that oceanon, tend oot a general code and DodV 
of ins^ebooi to b« obaerred by their eerranU } m the S^th 
paiurapb of which it is sud, 

“ We direct, that yon immedataly came the stnetNt in- 
quiry to be mto all oppreeakine which may hare been 
comnutted mther agoinat the nabres or il^ropcans, and into 
all ebutee that may hare nrerailod in the collection of the 
rerennot, or any part of the gtiI goremmont of the prett- 
deneyi and ttmt you commonicate to ui ali infom^on 
wiuA you may be able to Icnro relaUre thereto, or to any 
dissipation or cmbexslement of the Company’s money ** 

Tour lordshipa toe here, that there la a ihroet duty filed 
upon them to forward, to promotei to set on foot, withoak 
exception of any peraems whntorcr, an uwjui^ into all man- 
ner of cormption, peculation, and oppreation. Tbereforo 
thU chaiw OT Nundcomar'a wa* a case exactly within the 
Oompanj^f order* » such a cbaigo waa not sought out, but 
waa pptn«Uy laid before them , but if it had not been actually 
laid b^ro them, if th^ bad any retuon to tmpcct that 
enoh corruption* oxifted, tboy wrro bopnd by this order to 
make so actire iajmij into them. Upon that day (lltb 
ilaroh, 1775) nothum further panod j and, on the fcrt o( 
Wt Hastings that s« fir aa we ean find, mlnht bw 

atood npon the record* for crer. without hi* m a Vm g tb* 
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iklfl© aconeer m a woree tttnation, and that pnt an hoowt 
dafendaDt in a better, for tbera ym cnrj mtam of coi- 
labon— ereij meam of coropamoD—eroT mecni of cron 
exEtainmg-— erer^ meana of control feier© -rai ererr 
vmy of i3bne endence, m which erideace cmdd be ai^ 
Eeren 'witneaMa to tie tminoaticin are reform to j oJl the 
ptrticularf of the payment, 6mj arctnnstaiice that could 
TITO the pe»on bccubm tie adnctaOT of ahoTnug the fidae- 
lood of the occQaatwn, Tfere apeafied. General acciiaohoiu 
nay be treated as oalamniaBj bat partjcnkr accnaatjoca, Kke 
he^ a£bcrd the defendant^ if msocenJ^ eTtaypoojbJ© inrsnt 
or maHn? hu defonoe , therefore the Tory maUng no dc> 
eoce at aU wonld prore, beyond all doubt, a cmanootneo 
jf pciilt. 

llie next thmg for your lardahlpa* canaJdaration u the 
*onduct of Mr llaitm« upon thi* occaeion. Tou would 
m^iae that he woold hare treated tie aoroAtion with a 
via and manly diadahs ^ that he woold hare ehaliongcd and 
lefted moury, and danred to eee hb acenaer fore to foee 
rta IS what aoy oan would do id aoch a Dtoahoo I nn 
lonoelre rery w^ that a man compoeed, firm, and collected 
Q himself^ conscious of not oolr hiUmty, bat Imown uitc* 
fri^j—conscioui of a whole life oeyond tho p«ch of rapidom 
— a man placed m aui^aaitttBtnai might oppoeo grccml 
character to general occnaation, and aland eoUccted in him* 
poieed on hla own base, and ddying cD the ealomskf 
n lie world. But aa it ahowa a nreat and is a proof of a 
drtuenu mind to deapisa «alamny, It n the proof of « cuilty 
mind to deepiae a apeofio acmuation, when made btiforr a 
compe ten t antbori^, ond with competent rocana to prove it 
As fc Haatmga’seondactwBsiriiatiiomanLTin^Mpectcd, 
t will TontuTo to aay, that no eiprcadon can do it joatice hot 
hu owTL TTpoo reeding the Jotter, and a motion being made 
Ibat Bi^Jah Nundcomarbo brought beforo the board to prore 
ihe eSiTO against the GoTcmor-Oeocral j 
The (forenJONGenenil enters tho foIlowTnjj mtnnto i — 

• Before tho oneitioo is pat, I declaeo that I aiM not tof- 
cr Nnndcomar to appear beforo the Ixard ei my occuacr I 
Imow what bckm« to the digmty ond character of the flmt 
f^berof this adminbtmtJon. I will not ait at th» brnw 
in the character of a cnminal, ocr do I acknowledge tb# 
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toembera of this board to be my judges, I am reduced on 
this occasion to make the declaration, that I look upon Ge- 
neral Claveriug, Colonel Monson, and Mr. Francis, as my ac- 
cusers. I cannot prove this in the direct letter of the law, 
but in my conscience I regard them as such, and I will give 
my reasons for it. On their arrival at this place, and on the 
first formation of the council, they thought projper to take 
immediate and decisive measures, in contradiction and for 
the repeal of those which were formed by me in conjunction 
with the last administration. I appealed to the couirt of di- 
rectors from their acts. Many subsequent letters have been 
transmitted both by them and by me to the court of directors. 
By me, in protestation against their conduct ; by them, in 
justification of it. Quitting this ground, they since appear 
to me to have chosen other modes of attack, apparently cal- 
culated to divert my attention, and to withdraw that of the 
public from the subject of our first differences, which regard- 
ed only the measures that were necessary for the good of the 
service ; to attacks directly and personally levelled at me for 
matters which tend to draw a personal and popular odium 
upon me : and fit instruments they have foimd for their pur- 
pose, Mr. Joseph Fowke, Malirajah Nimdcomar, Boopnarain 
Chowdry, and the Eanny of Burdwan. 

“ It appears incontestably upon the records, that the 
charges preferred by the Banny against me proceeded from 
the office of Mr. Fowke ; all the papers transmitted by her 
came in their original form written in the English language, 
some with Persian papers of which they were supposed to 
be translations, but all strongly marked with the character 
and idiom of the English language. I applied on Saturday 
last for Persian originals of some of the papers sent by her, 
and I Avas refused : I am justified in declanng my firm belief 
that no such originals exist. 

“ With respect to Nundcoraar’s accusations, they were de- 
livered by the hands of Mr. Francis, who has declared that 
he was c^ed upon by Bajah Nundcomar, as a duty belong- 
ing to his office as a councillor of this State, to lay the packet 
which contained them before the board. That he conceived 
that he could not, consistent with his duty, refuse such a 
letter at the instance of a person of the Kajah’s rank, and 
did accordingly receive it, and laid it before the board ; de- 
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cdcring it tte tame time, that bo ins uaacqtxalntod inth tho 
content* of it I beliero that the court of (hrecton, and 
thofo to -whom tbeee procoedmgs ihall bo made ImoiriL will 
thmk diflerentk of tHa action of Mr Pntnoii i that Ktmd- 
comar we* gimtj-of great maoleneo and diareapoct in tho 
demand which he made of Mr Frano* , and t^t it was not 
a dutj- belonging to the office of a conndllop of thi* State to 
make hrmaelf the earner of a letter, which would hare bo^ 
much more properlj comnuttod to the hand* of a peon or 
hmauTB, or d^Tered bj the wnter of rt to tho tecretai^ him- 

“Mr Finncia baa aAnowledged, that he apprehended in 
general that rt oontamed aome ehar^ apainat roo. If the 
charw waa faloe, rt waa a libel , it might hare been falie for 
anything that llr Franci* could know to the contrary, tinco 
be Was Tmamaainted with the content* of it In thu in* 
atanee, thorelorci, he incorred the hamd of preaenting a libel 
to tho board , this wa* not a du^ belonging to hia <%ce u 
a conndllor of thia State. I mnet fiirther mfuna tho board, 
that I hare been long imce acquainted with XimdeoQiar’f 
mtentionB of making this attack upon me. Happily Knnd* 
comar, among wboto talent* for mtnguo that oi lemey fa 
not the flratj baa been erer too ready to make tho drvt po^ 
hcation of hia own intenhona. I wa* abown a paper contain- 
ing many acetmbona agamat me, which 1 wu told was 
earned by Nundeomar to Colonel Monjon, and that be him- 
self was employed Ccar »omo hcror* in pnrate with Colonel 
Monaon, explaining the nature of tbo*e ch arg r*. 

**I mention only what I wa* told , hot at tho re*t of the 
report wbioh was made to mo corretpond* exactly with 
wb^ baa happened aince, I hope I ahall itand acquitted to 
my anpenora and to tho world in bating giren ao much 
credit to it as to hnag the drcnoutanco upon record, I 
cannot rocoHect tho preoso tune in which thia fi aafd to 
hare but I belwro It waa either beCwo or at the 

time of the de^teh of the Bute and PaoSc. Tho chaire 
hai aince undergone aome alteration | but of the copy of tha 
paper which wa* doUrered to me, cofltamlng the onginal 
tiiMTSe, I enured a tinn*labon to be made i when luipectuKt 
the miewtJ of tho auhject In tin* day'* conaultaticm, 1 
brought It with me, and I dealro ft may be tecorded, that 
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Trheu our siiperiorfi, or the world, if the world is to he made 
the judge of uiy conduct, shall ho possessed of these ma- 
terials, they may, hy comparing the sup])osod origina. and 
amended list of accusations preferred against mo by Nund- 
comar, judge how far I am justified in the credit which I 
give to the reports above mentioned. I do not mean to infer 
Irom what I have said, that it makes any alteration in the 
nature of the charges, Avhether they were delivered imme- 
diately from my ostensible accusers, or whctlier they came 
to the board through the channel of patronage; but it is 
sufficient to authorize the conviction, which I feel in my 
own mind, that those gentlemen arc parties in the accusa- 
tions, of which they assert the right of being the judges. 
From the first commencement of tin’s administration every 
means have been tried both to deprive me of the legal au- 
thority "with which I have been trusted, and to proclaim the 
annihilation of it to the world ; but no instance has yet ap- 
peared of this in so e.vtraordinnr}'' a degree as in the question 
now before the board. The cliief of the administration, 
your superior, gentlemen, appointed by the legislature itself, 
shall I sit at this board to be arraigned in the presence of a 
wretch, Avhom you all know to be one of the basest of man- 
kind ? I believe I need not mention his name ; but it is 
Nundcomar. Shall I sit here to hear men collected from the 
dregs of the people give evidence, at his dictating, against 
my character and conduct? I will not; you may if you 
please form yourselves into n committee for the investigation 
of these matters in any manner which yoii may think 
proper ; but I will repeat, that I will not meet Nundcomar 
at the board, nor suffer Nundcoraar to bo examined at the 
board ; nor have you a ri^ht to it, nor can it answer any 
other purpose than that ot vilifying and insulting me to in- 
sist upon it. 

“ I am sorry to have fomid it necessary to deliver .my sen- 
timents on a subject of so important a nature in an unpre- 
meditated minute drawn from me at the board, which I 
should have wished .j:o have had leisure and retirement to 
have enabled me to express myself wth that degree of cau- 
tion and exactness which the subject requires. I have said 
nothing but what I believe, and am morally certain, I shall 
stand justified for in the eyes of my superiors and the eyes oi 
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tb« worldj but I rcsme to ioj»clf tho Ubertj of ad.lmB mr 
further aenfamOD t# m mdi t twmncr tmd fonn as I shall here- 
after judge neceswry “ 

ITy lords, you see here the picture of Nundcomtr drawn 
W Mr Hns a n gs hunaelf — ^you loo the harry, tbo posvion, 
the prodpiU tiou, the oonfanon mto whidi Mr Uaiungs is 
thrown by the perphaity of detected piilt— -you tcc, my 
lordi, that, instead of detending barwrl^ he rndu at his a> 
exuer m the moet mdecent language, caUmg him a wretch, 
whom they all know to bo theboieot of mankind , that bo 
rails at the council by attributang thor ccndoct to tho worst 
of motirea , that ho nuU at erciybody, and dedarea the ac* 
cnsation to bo a bbel tn altort, you see plainly that the 
man’f head u tamed. Ton aee thero is no^ a word bo bji 
upon this oocMion which has common sense in it ; ytm see 
one groat leading prmc^ilo m it, that be dooa not once at- 
tempt to deny the charge i he attempta to tih^ tbo witnese, 
he attempts to nhfr th^ be suppooea to be his acouteraj ho 
attezDpts to the councQ , 1^ Ian upon tbo accusation, 
be mixes it with other aocusetiona, wmeh had Dotbuig to do 
with it, and out of tbo whole he coUecta a rcaolubon, to da 
what P to meet hu adrenary and defy hnn P No i that be 
wiE not tufTor him to appear before him i he ssya, ** I will not 
sit at this board m the ohsracter of a criminal, nor do I ac- 
knowledge the board to bo toy judges." 

He was not called upon to aok^wledge them to be lua 
judges! both bo and they were esUed upon to inquire into 
all corruptions without exception i rt was ms duty not merely 
not to tr a T er ae and oppose them whilo inqidnng into acts of 
ccpmpfaombutbowas Doundto take an acUro part in it ; that 
if they hod a mind to let such a thing sleep upon- their re- 
cords, it was his duty to biro brought forww tbo inquiry 
They wero not bw judges, they were not his acensewj they 
were his fellowdahounirs in tho inquiry ordered by tho court 
of doTctorsL tboir masters, and bjr which inquiry ho mi^t bo 
purged of that oormption nth which be tiood ehsrppa. 

lie says, Nu^coroar is a wroteh, whojp you all know to bo 
the basest of mankind. I beUern they dtd not know the man 
to bo a wretch or the basest of maMindi bnt if he wy a 
wretch, and if ho was the basest of mankfod, if bo was g^ty 
rfjJl the enmes with which w» diargo Mr. Uutmg^ (not 
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one of Avhlcli Avas ever proved against him), if anj’- of yoiir 
•ordships vrero to have the misfortune to be before tliis 
tribunal, before anv inquest of the House of Commons, or 
any other inquest of this nation, would you not say that it 
was the greatest possible advantage to you that the man who 
accused you was a miscreant, the vilest and basest of man- 
bind, by the confession of all the world ? Do manlcind 
really t)icn tbiuk that to bo accused by men of honour, of 
weiglit, of character, xipon probable charges, is an advantage 
to them, and that to be accused by the basest of mankind is 
a disadvantage ? Ho ; give mo, if ever I am to have ac- 
cusers, miscreants, as he calls him — wretches, the basest and 
vilest of mankind. The board (says he) are my accusers ; if 
they Averc, it Avas their dut}' ; but they Avere not his accusers, 
but Avere inquiring into matters which it Avas equally his 
duty to inquire into. lie AA'ould not sulfer Nundcomar to bo 

{ iroduccd, lie would not suffer Nundcomar to be examined ; 
1 C rather suffered such an accusation to stand against his 
name and character, than permit it to bo inquired into. Do 
I Avant any other presumption of bis guilt upon such an oc- 
casion than such a conduct as this ? This man whom be calls 
a AATctcb, the basest and Aulest of mankind, was undoubtedly 
by himself, in the records of the Company, declared to be one 
of the first men of that country, everything that a subject 
could be, a person illustrious for his birth, sacred Avith regard 
to his caste, opulent in fortune, eminent in situation, who 
had filled the very first offices in that country ; and that he 
was, added to all this, a man of most acknoAvledged talents, 
and of such a superiority as made the whole people of 
Bengal appear to be an inferior race of beings compared to 
him ; a man whose outward appearance and demeanour used 
to cause reverence and aAve, and who at that time was near 
seventy years of age, which, Avithout any other title, generally 
demands respect from mankind. And yet this man he caUa 
the basest of mankind, a name which no man is entitled to 
call another till he has proved something to justify him in so 
doing; and notAvithstanding his opulence, his high rank, 
station, and birth, he despises him and will not suffer him to 
be heard as an accuser before him. I will venture to say 
that Mr. Hhstings in so doing, whether elevated by philo 
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tiw world } but I rwmu to mpelf the liberty of adibu* mr 
fortliCT acntlmenU in sucb u mauner and Ibnn aalihaU Ecri 
after judge ncecMiry 

Mj lord*, you ico bore tbe picture of Nundcomar drawn 
Mr Ilartmg* himaolf—^oa ece the hunr, tb« puwem, 
tbe preaprtitiQn, tbo coufanon mto whi^ Mr IlaBbngi ii 
thrown hr the pcrplonW of deterted ^t—yoowe my 
lordi, that, inrtead of dewnding ium*oI^ bo rmls at hi* 
cuter in tbo mo*t indoofflat language, eaUmg him a wretdi, 
whom th^ oil knew to bo tbo Daooit of manttnd ; that ho 
rsili at the council by atbnbntliig tbmr conduct to the worit 
of motrrei , that he nula at oreiybody, and derdarei the ao 
cuaabon to be a libel m thori, you tee plainly that tbo 
man's bead it turoetL Ton see there a not a word bo says 
upon tlua occaaion whidi baa common sesiso m it , you seo 
one greet Ip^dm^ pnoople m it, that he does not coco at* 
tempt to deny tbe charge t ho attempts to tih^ tho witnoB, 
bo iitemphi to nli^ those ho suppose* to be h» aoouscTB, he 
atteapti to nhfy tbe oozmcQ , m Ian upon the accainiioo, 
he mrtaa it with other aocosabona, winch had nothing to do 
with it, and out of tbe whole he coUeoti a reaoluticai, to do 
what P to meet ha adreraaty end defy him P ; that he 
WiE not aufier bun to appear before him t he saTa, “ 1 wiU not 
ett at this board m tbo character of a cznninal, nor do I ao* 
knowled^ the board to bo my judges.” 

He was not called upon to seknowledge them to he his 
judge* I both he and they wore csllcd upon to inquire mto 
nil corruptooM without ezceptioai , it was ms duty not merely 
not to traT e r se and oppo*e them while inquiring mto acts « 
ffi iT Uptiftn^ but he was bound to take an arlife part m it j that 
if they had a mi^ to lot such a thing sloop upou* their re- 
cords, it was his duty to bare brought fanrard the inquiry 
Th^ were not ha jodges, they were not hja acruocr*} they 
were ha fallow labouitrs m tbe inquiry ordered by the court 
of direetara, then- maatari, and by which lUquiiy be m^t bo 
pureod of that oormpUon with which b© st^ eharged. 

Ho ©aya, Nnndeomar a a wretoh, whira you all know to bo 
tbo bueot of mankind. I bdioro they dli not know the man 
to 6e a wreicA or ivt if 

wretch, and if ho was tbo basest of mankind, if bo was gtttlty 

of all tbo mme* with which w© ohargo Mr Hosting* (not 



tvaruek hasthtos, esq. 


283 


be Bays, that his colleagues were perfectly well acquainted 
with him, and knew that he was a wretch, the basest of 
mankind. 

But before T read to you the character which IMr. Hast- 
ings gave of him when ho recommended him to the presi- 
dency (to succeed Mahomed Ber-a Kliiln), I am to let your 
lordships understand fully the purpose for which Mr. Hast- 
ings gave it. Hpon that occasion all the council, whom he 
Btatod to lie under suspicion of being bought by Mahomed 
Beza Khan, all those persons with one voice cried out against 
Nundcomar ; and as Mr. Hastings was known to be of the 
faction the most opposite to Nundcomar, they charged him 
with direct inconsistency in raising Nundcomar to that ex- 
alted trust ; a charge, which !Mr. Hastings could not repel any 
other way than by defending Nundcomar. The weight of 
their objections cliiefly lay to Nundcomar’s political char- 
acter ; his moral character was not discussed in that proceed- 
ing. Mr. Hastings says, 

“ Tlie president does not take upon him to vindicate the 
moral character of Nundcomar ; his sentiments of this man’s 
former political conduct arc not unknonm to the court of di- 
rectors, who, he is persuaded, anil bo more inclined to attri- 
bute his present countenance of him to motives of zeal and 
fidelity to the service, in repugnance perhaps to his own in- 
clinations, than to any predilection in his favour. He is very 
well acquainted with most of the facts alluded to in the minute 
of the majority, having been a principal instrument in detect- 
ing them ; nevertheless ho thinks it but justice to make a dis- 
tinction between the violation of a trust and an offence com- 
mitted against our government by a man who owed it no 
allegiance, nor was indebted to it for protection, but, on the 
contrary, was the minister and actual servant of a master 
whose interest naturally suggested that kind of policy which 
Bought, by foreign aids and the diminution of the power of 
the Company, to raise his own consequence and to reestablish 
■his authority. He has never been charged with any instance 
of infidelity to the^abob Meer Jaffier, the constant tenor of 
whoso politics, from his first accession to the nizamut till his 
•death, corresponded in all points so exactly with the artifices 
which were detected in his minister, that they may be as fairly 
•ascribed to the one as to the other ; their immediate object 
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•ophf or mMod hy fmde, Ji oot lie the re*t of n^r,V^n V 
We do know that in all eccuotloiM o greet part of tbeir 
weight and aathon^ cornea firtnn the eimrtctor, the ntua* 
twn, the name, the deaQipboo, the ofEee, the di^ty of the 
perttnu who brmg them— -nouifaiid ore «o made— we ctmaot 
roffltthoj prqodice, and It baa weight, and errOTwill hare 
prmd feeie weight, in all the tnbnimU m the world. If; 
therefore, JLajab Nundcomar wa* a inAn who (it u not de- 
grodme to yoor lc»nl»hip» \m equal m rank, accordiiig 

to the laeo of hti «mct^, to mjpeer m thn Honae, u boctto 
at a biihop, of ai much grwatT and authonty as ejndg^ and 
who WM prune minwter m the conrrtry m winch he Ered , 
with what face can itr flaatmgi call thu man a wretch, and 
eay that ho will not enffer htm to be hrongbt be&re him ? If 
indeed, jomed with aucU areomitances, the acemer be a 
pervon m bad morola, then I admit thoae bad morala take 
away from thoir weight but, for a woof of that, you mnat 
hare aome other gn^ueda than the cna^e* and the wHing of 
the culpnt agouut him 

1 might aay, that hi# peaaios if a proof of hif gult, and 
there a an action which u more odiooi than the enmei he 
attcfflpti to oOYsr,^ Jtehm auerdererf Hit mem hy Zie hniM 
qf jSw* El^ak Impey / end if his counsel iboold be nnwue 
eaoogh to endraroor to detract from the credit of tha man 
by taa pretended pnniahroent to winch be was brought, we 
will open that dreadful scene to your InrdahiM, and jo\x 
wiE aee, that it does not detract from his credit but bnngt 
an eternal stem and diAanour upon the justice of Greet 
Bniaint I tay nothing farther of it. As he stood there, as 
he gate that endence that day, the endeoice was to be rtv 
oeiTod ; it standi good, and is a record against Itr Hastings, 
with this addition, that bo would not suffer it to be examined. 
He railed at ha coDeagues. He «^if the charge was false 
they wore goflty of a IbbeL Ho. It might hare been tho 
effect of conspiraor. it might be punished in soother way { 
bat if it was raise, it was no libeL And all this is done to 
dneotmtenance inquiry, to bring odium ppon his colleague 
fof dsijpg’ tiway di^r ^ wwent that mgui^ which could 

alone cleer hia ehararter fc. Hastings had himielf 
tan the cbiuw<^^ which he had grren tif Kundcomatl but 
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he says, that his colleagues were perfectly well acquainted 
with him, and knew that he was a wretch, the basest or 

BS^before T read to you the character which Hast- 
ings gave of liim when he recommended him to the presi- 
dency (to succeed Mahomed Eeza Khan), I am to let your 
lordships understand fully the purpose for which hlr. Hast- 
ings gave it. Upon that occasion all the council, whom he 
stated to lie under suspicion of being bought by hlahomed 
Eeza Khan, all those p^ersons with one voice cried out against 
Nundcomar ; and as hlr. Hastings was known to bo of the 
faction the most opposite to Nundcomar, they charged him 
with direct inconsistency in raising Nundcomar to that ex- 
alted trust ; a charge, which Mr. Hastings could not repel any 
other way than by defending Nundcomar. The_ weight of 
their objections chiefly lay to Hundcomar’s political char- 
acter 5 his moral character was not discussed in that proceed- 
ing. Mr. Hastings says, 

“ The president does not take upon him to mdicato the 
moral charactei? of Nundcomar ; his sentiments of this man’s 
former political conduct are not unknown to the court of di- 
rectors, who, he is persuaded, will be more inclined to attri- 
bute his present countenance of him to motives of zeal and 
fidelity to the service, m repugnance perhaps to his own in*- 
clinations, than to any predilection in his favour. He is very 
well acquainted with most of the fiicts alluded to in the minute 
of the majority, having been a principal instrument in detect- 
ing them ; nevertheless he thinks it but justice to make a dis- 
tinction between the violation of a trust and an offence com- 


mitted against our government by a man who owed it no 
allegiance, nor was indebted to it for protection, but, on the 
contraiy, was the minister and actual servant of a master 
whose interest naturally suggested that kind of policy which 
sought, by foreign aids and the diminution of the power of 
the Company, to raise his oivn consequence and to reestablish 
r • • He has never been charged with any instance 

of infidelity to thejNabob Meet Jaffier, the constant tenor of 
whose pohtics, from his first accession to the nizamut till his 
■deat^ corresponded in all points so exactly with the artifices 
which were detected in his minister, that they may be as fairly 
■ascanbed to the one- as to the other ; their immediate object 
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wu Iwyottd qTiefltioii the aggiandiiement of the fanner, 
though the Utter had ultimately an equal mtereat in thdr 
■ucceaa. The opmion winch the Nabob himaelf entortmned 
of tbeeefTwef and of the fldali^of Nundcomar, eridantly 
pppeamd in tbo djetugulahad marki which he o p nfjfn g iH i to 
ahow him of h« iiTMir and confidence to the hour of 
Ini life. 

“ Hit conduct in the eucceedmg admnuatratkin appean 
not only to hare been dictated ^ the ^ttia pnnciplee, hut* 
if we nu^ be allowed to ipeak favourably oiMy measuree 
winch oppoaed the newt oi our own govenment, and aimed 
at the rapport of an adrecae interest, screly it wai not only 
not culpable, bat oron pniaeworthy He endcaronied, as 
appear! bf the abatracta before ca to giro ocmaeqaacee to 
his master, and to pare tbe wi^ to ^ independence, by ob* 
tatmng a flmtaun ntnn the for ha appointment to t^ 
f ubahilup t and he opposed the promotton of Mahomed Bexa 
EMn, braoae he looked upon H as a Bupenesalon of t^ 
rights and authority of the Nabob. ^ la now an ahsoluto 
dependant and robjeet of the Oomnany, on wboee dirour he 
most rert all hts hopes of tatare adrsnossenk*' 

Ibe Varactor here given of hun is that of an excePaat 
painot, a character which all your lordshipe m the torersl 
situations which you eiyoy, or to which you may be edled, 
win emy , tbe character of a aerrant who atu^ to hU nu» 
ter against aU foreign eocroachmenta t who stuck to him to 
the last hour of bis life, and had the dying teatimony of Ms 


poster to iui •emeas. 

Ocmld Sir John CHarsring, oould CUone] Monaon, ooold 
Mr. Francis know that this man, of whom Mr Hastings bad 
given tKa* exalted dmracter upon the records of the Company, 
waa the basest and vilest of mankind f No | they ongfat to 
have eateemed him tbe contraiyi they knew him tobeaman 


pony bnt a vtar little time before ; and there was no reason 
why they should think or know, as he e ^pr eesed rt, that be 
was tie basest and vfleat of manknni from Ho accoent 

theidbreofMr Hastings himseU; he was a person eompetenj 

to a witDcea fit to bo beard, and that is all I contend 
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for. Mr. Ilnsiiiigs ^vo\^l^l not l\c.nr him, ho would net Buffer 
the charge he had produced to be examined into. 

It has been showTi to lordships, that Mr. Hastings 
cmploved Nundcomnr to inquire into the conduct, and to bo 
the prmciiial manager of a prosecution against lyiahomed llcza 
Khfin. "Will you sufter tins man to qualify and disqualify 
witnesses and prosecutors agreeably to the purposes •wliich 
his o^^l vengeance and corruption may dictate in one case, 
and which the defence of those corruptions may dictate in 
another ? "Was Nundcomar a person lit to be employed in 
tlio greatest and most sacred trusts in the country, and yet 
not lit to be a witness to the sums of money which he paid 
Mr. Hastings for those trusts? Was Nundcomara fit wit- 
ness to he employed, and a fit person to be used in the ])ro- 
Bccution of Mahomed Ecza Khfin, and yet not lit to be em- 
ployed against ]\Ir. Hastings, who liimself had employed him 
in the very prosecution of Mahomed Ecza Khan ? 

If Hundcomar was an enemy to !Mr. Hastings, he was an 
enemy to Mahomed Eeza Khi\n } and !Mj. Hastings employed 
him avowedly and professedly on the records of the Company 
on account of the very qualification of that enmity. Was 
he a wretch, the basest of mankind, when opposed to !RIr. 
Hastings ? Was he not as much a wretch, and as much the 
basest of mankind, when [Mr. Hastings employed him in the 
prosecution of the first magistrate and Mahomedan of the 
first descent in Asia ? Mr. Hastings shall not qualify and 
disqualify men at his pleasure : he must accept them such 
as they are ; and it is a presumption of his guilt accompany- 
ing the charge (which I never will separate from it), that 
he would not suffer the man to he produced, who made 
the accusation. And I therefore contend, that, as the accus- 
ation was so made, so witnessed, so detailed, so specific, so 
entered upon record, and so entered upon record in conse- 
quence of the inquiries ordered by the Company, his refusal 
and rejection of inquiry into it is a presumption of his guilt. 

He is full of his idea of dignity. It is right for every man 
to preserve his dignity. There is a dignity of station, which 
a man has in trust to preserve ; there is a dignity of personal 
character, which every man W being made man is bound 
to preserve. But you see, IiH. Hastings’s idea of dignity 
has no connexion with integrity ; it has no connexion ■n'ith 
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boneit fiunoj it ha# no connexion with the wputaliaQ whidr 
he liboundtopre^rre 'WTiat, mj- Iwdi, did h« owe nothimi 
to the Com^T that iad ORpointed himf Djd he oro 
nothing to the Wialaturef Kd ho owe nothing to joup 
lordihipi and to the Honaa of CommonB, -who had appointed 
him P Did be owe nothing to hmwel^ to the oonntij that 
bore him f Did ho owe nothing to the worlds aa to rti 
opinion, to which every pubho man owee a lepntabon P What 
on eui^le wai here held oat to the CompBny’B eerrenta 1 
Itr Hartinge aaja, thia may come mto a court of fuatice t 
It Trfll come into a ccmrt ofjuabeo, 1 reeerre my defence on 
the occaaion tm it oomea into a court of jnatice, and here I 
make no oppoaition to it To thn J enawer, that the Com- 

E did not order him ao to rtee r re bimeelf, but ordered 
to be an inquirer into tboae thin^ la it a leason to be 
taught to the inXmor aervanta of the Oompony, that pronded 
th^ ran eacapc out of a court of juatlco by the bock doora 
and aally*porta of the law, by arti^ of phsadm^ by tboae 
itnet and ruoroaa ralea of endence which have bm ettab> 
hebed for the protectioti of innocerKSs but which by them 
might be turned to the protection and of gimt , and 

that lueh an eacim la enou^ for them f i^t an Old Bailey 
acqmttal n enon^ to eataMiab a Staeea for trust i and if a 
man ahall go acquitted out of aueh a court, berauae the judgea 
are bound to acquit him agomat the coumction of their own 
opinion, when erer y man m the market-place knowi that he 
la guHty— that he u fit for a trnat P la il a leason to be held 
out to the aermita of the Company, that upon the first m* 
guOT which is made into ooTtnpUon, and that m the highest 
trua^ by the peraoni authonied to mqoire mto it, be naea 
all the power* of that truat *o quash rt j rilifrinff bu ooJ- 
leognea, viUfyiDg hit acenaer, abcimn every body, but never 
denying the charge f Hu aaacKsatea and eoUeeguea, astonished 
at tlna conduct, #o wholly imHke oTBTythmg that had erer 
appeared of mnoceiice, request him to eonaider a little better. 
Hhay deditto they are not his aocoaer* j they teli him they 
are not hu jndgea j that tb^, under the orders of the Com- 
p*nT> are making an inquiry, winch he oofiht to make i bo do* 
dm be win not make it. Befog thus driTon to tfio wa/L 
be ttya, "VSTiy do you not form yourtehea mto a coanm^ T 
I won’t iuf&r these proceeding* to go fm u long u I aa 
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prtTseiit. Mr. Hastings plainly liad in view, tliat if tte pro- 
ceedings tad been before a committee, there -would have been 
a doubt of tbeir authenticity, as not being before a regular 
board. And he contended, that there could be no regular 
-board -without his own presence in it : a poor miserable 
scheme for eluding this inquiry ; partly by saying that it 
was carried on when he was not present, and partly by deny- 
ing the authority of this board. 

I -will have nothing to do -with the great question that 
arose upon the Q-ovemor-Gteneral’s resolution to dissolve a 
board, whether the board have a right to sit afterwards ; it is 
enough that Mr. Hastings would not suffer them as a coun- 
cil to examine into what as a council they were bound to ex- 
an-iine into. He absolutely declared the council dissolved, 
when they did not accept his committee ; for which they had 
many good reasons, as I shall show in reply, if necessary, 
and which he could have no one good reason for proposing — 
he then declares the council dissolved. The coimcil, who did 
not think Mr. Hastings had a power to dissolve them while 
proceeding in the dischai-ge of their duty, went on as a 
council : they called in Hundcomar to support his charge ; 
Mr. Hastings -withdrew. IST-undcomar was asked, what he 
had to say further in support of his o-wn e-vidence. Hpon, 
which he produces a letter from Munny Begum, the dimcing 
girl that I have spoken of, in which she gives him directions 
and instructions relative to his conduct in every part of those 
bribes ; by which it appears, that the corrupt agreement for 
her office was made with IMr. Hastings through Hundcomar, 
before he had quitted Calcutta : it points out the execution 
of it, and the manner in which every part of the sum was 
paid ; one lack by herself in Calcutta ; one lack which she 
ordered Hundcomar to borrow, and which he did borrow ; 
and a lack and a half, which -were given to him, Mr. Hastings, 
besides this purchase-money, under coloirr of an entertain- 
ment. This letter was produced, translated, examined, criti- 
cised, proved to be sealed -with the seal of the Begum, acknoAv- 
. ledgad to have no ^larks but those of authenticity upon it ; 
and, as such, was entered upon the Company’s records, con- 
fim\ing and supporting the evidence of Hundcomar, pa-rt by 
part, and circumstance by circumstance. And I am to re- 
mark, that since this document, so delivered in, has never 
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boen Jitiatcd op controverted in the truth of it, from th*t 
d»y to tlili, by Mr Hoiting.; to, if there wii no more testv* 
moiy, here u enough upon tin* bunna**, rour ]ord»liip* 
wiD romiric, that tci* ehar^ concated of t»o part* : tiro 
lack* that xere grron erpbcrtly for the oormpt purthw of 
the office j and one lad: and a half giren in mhly for the 
iamo porpoee, but under the colour of ■»tat n tailed tn en- 
tertainment. 

Now in the eourao of theee proceeding* it waa thought 
neoeesMy that Mr Hosting*’* Umyan, Contoo Bahoo (a 
came your lordihip* wiD be well acquainted with, and who 
waa the miuirter in thi* and *D th^ other tranaaetmna of Mr 
Haatmg*), ihould be ealltd before the board to oiplam aoine 
orcumatanoe* in the proceediQgB. Blr Haitmgi ordered hu 
banyan, a natira, not to attend the •oreredgn boM appointed 
by parliament for the gorerument of that ooontry,jtnd di- 
rected to inquire into tranaactwia of thi* nature. He tbu* 
taught the notiTe* not only to dnobey the orden of the court 
of (uroctort, enforced hr an act of pwiament, but he taught 
hli own *cmnt to diaobey, and oroered him not to appear 
before the board. Quarr^ duela, and other aroae 

In short, Mr Haatmga ru*^ ensy power of heaven and U 
hell upon this subject, but m ram t the mguiry went on 
Mr Hastin g * doe* not meet Nundeomar, be wos afraid of 
him , but he waa not negligent of his own defence, for he 
fliea to the smrreme eoi^ of justice} he there proaecuted 
an iaqnijy agamst Nundoomar Ibr a cocspiracy hauling m 
thatTne ma^ c^her tHompta, and dimbled Kundeoinar 
appCttnng beforo the board by having him imprisoned, and 
thu* nttady crippled that part of the prosecution sgamst 
bim But as » never able thoroughly to escape, it dui 
so happen that the «ninc3 Ondiug mcmitrons deflaenae* in 
the Begum’s affimv— A^^hig the NaboVe aHowance totoDr 
squandered, that the most aaored penmcna vrere left unpaio, 
that nothing bet disorder and oonfcuioti roignod in all ha af- 
fun^ that the Nabob’s education was ncgletied, that be could 
seoitfily rend or vmte, that there was •carcoiy any nurh of 
a mon left in hnn, except those which naftire had at fiiwtJm- 
pnnted,— I sar, all these abnae* bong produced m « bodv 
before thcTtL thay thought it neoemir to tead up to 
into And a conndcroblo dcfidency or cmbenJcineul 
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appearing in the Munny Begum’s account of the yoimg 
bob’s stipend, she voluntarily declared, by a writing imder 
her seal, that she had given £16,000 to Mr. Hastings for an 
entertainment. 

Mr. Hastings, finding that the charge must come fully 
against him, contrived a plan (which your lordships will see 
the efiects of presently) , and this was to confound this lack 
and a half, or £16,0*00, with the two lacks given directly 
and specifically as a bribe ; intending to avail mmself of this 
finesse whenever any payment was to be proved of the two 
lacks, which he knew would be proved against him, and 
which he never did deny : and accordingly your lordships 
wifi, find some confusion in the proofs of the payment of 
those sums. The receipt of two lacks is proved by Hund- 
comar, proved with all the means of detection which I have 
stated ; the receipt of the lack and a half is proved by Mun- 
ny Begum’s letter, the authenticity of which was established 
and never denied by Mr. Hastings. In addition to these 
proofs, Eajah Gk)ordasa, who had the management of the Na- 
bob’s treasury, verbally gave an account perfectly corre- 
sponding with that of Nundcomar and the Munny Begum’s 
letter ; and he afterwards gave in writing an attestation, 
which in every point agrees correctly with the others. So 
that there are three witnesses upon this business. And he 
shall not disqualify Hajah Goordass, because, whatever cha- 
racter he thought fit to give Nundcomar, he has given the 
best of characters to Rajah Goordass, who was employed by 
Mr. Hastings in occupations of trust ; and therefore any ob- 
jections to his competency cannot exist. Having got thus 
far, the only thing- that remained was to examine the records 
of the public offices, and see whether any trace of these 
transactions was to be found there. These offices had been 
throivn into confusion in the manner you will hear,; but, 
upon strict inquiry, there was a shomaster, or office paper, pro- 
duced, from whicn it appears that the officer of the treasury 
liaving brought to the Nabob an account of one lack and a 
half which he said h^d been given to hir. Hastings, desired 
to know from him under which head of expense" it should be 
entered; and that he, the Nabob, desired him to put it under 
the head of expenses for entertaining Mr. Hastings. If there 
had been a head of entertainment established, as a regular 
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•Stir, ti« offlMT troold botot tare goM to the Krbob mi 
luked under irhatnimo to enter It 1 but be found »n imgu. 
lar aSuTi ftnd he did not kcon* vbAt head to put it tniMr 
And from the whole of the proceeding* it appww, tbit throe 
lick* and a half were pald,-»tvo lode* bj wiy of bribe, one 
lick md a half under the colonr of m enterbunroent. Mr 
Halting cndeaToun to mnliditc the flrtt obliqudT', not di- 
rectly, lor he nerer directly denied it and bo admiti 

the aeoond, in hopee that au the pirxif of paTTnent of the firit 
charge ah^d be merged and (smfonMed m the •eeond. 
And therefore jonr loroihipi win ooe from the b^umlag of 
that bttiineta till it enme into the hand# of Mr Smith, boa 
agent, then appearing in the name and character of agent 
and aoboitar to the O^pany, that thu waa done to gtre tome 
appearanoe and colour to it bya fala© ropreeentetion, a# your 
lonlahipa will ace, of ereiy of the tranaaetiona. 

proof thee of the ta^ lack* reata upon the endenco 
of ymutoomar, the letter of Manny Begum, and the endeneo 
of Balah Qoordajs. Tbe endecee of the lack and a half br 
way of entertaiomeot, wia at fiivt the aame , imd aftenrania 
begina a aeriea of to which Mr Heating* be* bimaclf 
helped ui For m the firat place he podoees thn office 
paper in eapport of ha attempt to eawbah the eonfroion 
between the payment of the two lack* and of tbe lack and 
a half- He did not hunaelf deny that he receiTed a lack 
and a halfr bcconae with reapect to that lack and a half he 
had fomuW aoroe pnnaple of jmrtaficafaou. Acoordingly 
thif office paper aaoerta and prore* tha ladc and a hall to 
hare been pren, in addftion to the other proof*. Then 
Sfonny Beginn heraelf ia inquired of Hiaroia a commutioo 
app ointe d to go iq) to her rctuteice ; and the fact i* proreJ 
to the aata&rtjoa of Mr Oonng, the commiaaionor The 
Begnm had put a pap®’ of aceonote, through her ton, into 
hi* handa, which »Wl be giren at ytmr lordabip** bar, in 
which ibe tfipromlj eaid that the gtre Mr Haatinn a lack 
and a half for entertainment. Bat Mr Huting* otrje^ to 
Mr Qorrog’* endence upon thia occ^ajoc. He wailed to 
anperaede ilr Gonng m tbe inqobj; and be according 
appoint*, inth the oonaent of the oonneO, two 
ha own to go and aa«i»t in that inquiry ThoqncttJcmwhi® 
he diiocta wi»e eomnujEonor* to pot to Manny Uegmn ta 
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this : — “ A\"ns the sum of money charged by you to be given 
to Mr. Hastings, given under an iden of ontertaiiunent, 
customary, or upon wlint other ground, or for uhat other 
reason ? ” He also desires the following questions may bo 
proposed to the Begum : — “ Was any application made to 
you for the account which you have delivered of three lacks 
aud a half of rupees, said to have been paid to the governor 
and Mr. Middleton; or did yon deliver the account of your 
own free will and \insolicitcd ? ” 

!My lords, you see that with regard to the whole three 
lacks and a half of rupees the Begum had given an account 
which tended to coutirm the payment of them ; but oilr. 
Hastings Avanted to invalidate that account by supposing she 
gave it under restraint. The second question is — “ In what 
manner was the application made to you, and by whom ? ” 
But the principal question is this, “ On what account was 
the one lack and a half given to the Governor-General, which 
you have laid to his account? Was it in consequence of 
any requisition from him, or of any previous agreement, or 
of any established usage ? ” When a man asks concerning 
a sum of money charged to be given to him by another per- 
son, on what accovint it was given, ho does indirectly admit 
that that money actually was paid, and Avants to derive a 
justification from the mode of the payment of it; and ac- 
cordingly that inference Avas draAvn from the question so sent 
up, and it served ns an instruction to Munny Begum ; and 
her answer Avas that it was giA’en to him as an ancient usage 
and custom, for an entertainment. So that the fact of the 
gift of the money is ascertained by the question put by Mr; 
Hastings to her, and her ansAver. And thus at last comes 
his accomplice in this business, and gives the fullest testi- 
mony to the lack and a half. 

I must beg leave, before I go further, to state the circum- 
stances of the scA’eral AAltncsses examined upon this business. 
They were of two kinds ; voluntary witnesses, and accom- 
plices forced by inquiry and examination to discover their 
own guilt. Of the ^rst kind were Hundcomar and Bajah 
Goordass ; these were the only two that can be said to be 
voluntary in the business, and Avho gave their informaticn 
Avithout much fear, though the last unAvillingly and witJ> a 
full sense of the danger of doing it 

V 2 
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Tirt otiier ttm tho endcnee of hU sccoapliot, Mimnr 
B«gua, wrong fana her br the force of troth, tn which the 
ecmfewed that ahe gare the lack and a hab; and juatific* it 
tipaa the ground of iti bemg & ouatotnarr entertalniMnL 


Upon the ground of iti bmng & ouatouair entertainment. 
Besldee tiua, there n the eroteMO of Ohittandar, who woa 
one of hlr Kantinjga’a natniiaenta, tnd one of the Begnm’t 
eemnte. bang mepared to confound the two 
With the one lack ana a ball^ la^ npcc hia examination, 
that a lack and a half waa gittm } out upon wTumtnfng Into 
the partmulara of it, he proree that the turn he gare wn two 
lacks, and not a lock and a half; for he boti, that there 
was a dupute about the other half lack. Irondeomar de> 
manded mtereat, which the Begum was nnwillnig to allow, 
and eonaequentlj- that half lack remained unpaid. K'ow thn 
half ki^ can be no part of the lack and a hiuf, which is ad> 
nutted on all hands, and prored bj the whcde bodjr of con- 
current tertnaoE^, to hare been giran to Mr Hastings is one 
lumping BUUL When Ohittondor emdesmiun to couound it 
With the lack and a half, be cleadf establishes the fut that 
it was a parcel of tha two lacks, and thus bean erridesee^ 
in flt tompting to premmcBte in £irour of iSi Hastings, that 
one lack and a half was paid, which hlr Hastings is wiibng 
to alkrw ; but wbem he emtors mto the particalan of It, be 


There are other cireamstances m these accouniB highlj 
tmxiluuT’ to this endence. Ihe lade and a half was not 
only attested by B^pih Qoordas, by the Begum, by Ohitten- 
dur, by the Begum agsm upon 3klr Hastmgs’s own miettioD ; 


mdie^y admitted by Mr Hastm^ proW by tho orders 
for It to be written off to exnenae (such a body of proof at 
wrhan* nerer eusted); but there » one proof stiU miiah>- 


tm MtLentio paper ddirered in ficrour of Sir Hastuigs by 
Major Scott, who acted at that tune a^ilr Hastii^’s agent 
to a oommlttee of the House of Commons, and autfientiea^ 
to from JIanny Begum herself AD this bo^ of ^ 
-we nwan to prodocej and we shall prore, first, that 
ae itceiTed the two lacka* and secondly, tot be retoTcd 
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one lack and a' half under the name of entertainment. With 
regard to the lack and a half, Mr. Hastings is so far from 
controverting it, even indirectly, that he is obliged to estab- 
lish it by testimonies produced by himself , in opder to sink 
in that, if he can, the two lacks, which he thinks he is not 
able to justify, but which he fears will be proved against 
him. The lack and a half, I do believe, he will not be ad- 
\dsed to contest, but whether he is or no we shall load him 
with it ; we shall prove it beyond dU doubt. But there are 
other circumstances further ausiliaiy in this business, which 
from the very attempts to conceal it prove beyond doubt the 
fraudulent and wicked nature of the transaction. In the ac- 
count given by the Begum, a lack which is for Mr. Hast- 
ings’s entertainment is entered in a suspicious neighbour- 
hood; for there is there entered a lack of rupees paid for 
the soubahdary sunnuds to the Mogul through the Bajah 
Shitabroy. Upon looking into the account, and comparing 
it with another paper produced, the first thing we find is, that 
this woman charges the sum paid, to be a sum due; and 
then she charges this one lack to have been paid when the 
Mogul was in the hands of the Mahrattas, when aU commu- 
nication with him \^as stopped, and when Bajah Shitabroy, 
who is supposed to have paid it, was imder confinement m 
the hands of Mr. Hastings. Thus she endeavours to conceal 
the lack of rupees paid to Mr. Hastings. 

In order to make this transaction, which, though not in 
itself intricate, is in some degree made so by hir. Hastings, 
clear to your lordships, we pledge ourselves to give to your 
lordships, what must be a great advantage to the culprit him- 
self, a syllabus — the heads of all this charge, and of the 
proofs themselves, with their references; to show how far 
the proof goes to the two lacks, and then to the one lack and 
a lialf singly: this we shall put in writing, that you may 
not depend upon the fugitive memory of a tiling not so well, 
perhaps, or powerfully, expressed as it ought to be ; and in 
order to give every advantage to the defendant, and to give 
every facility to yo^J’ lordships’ judgment; and this will, I 
believe, be thought a dear and fair way of proceeding. Your 
lordships will then judge whether Mr. Hastings’s conduct at 
the time — ^his resisting an inquiry, preventing his servant 
appearing as an eiddence, discountenancing and discouraging 
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bti coHaigaca, nlrfnff erery obrtrucbcm to the yrmenticm, 
dueolriug the coimoih pferentnig endence, (md aertwring it 
M fti M U.T In hi» power br eofUtend meme—be noteiM 
moh presumptiTe proofi ieb gne double force to all tbe poei- 
tire proof we produce awuntt Kfm. 

Tbe Uck and a haH I knoir, he meeni to npport upon 
the curtom of entertauunont; and jour lordihipf wiU judge 
whether ca iK>t a man, who wai ordered and had corenanted 
norer to take more than £400> could take £16^000 nndea 
colour of an entertainment That which lu mtenda to pro* 
dnoe aa a juatiQcatlon we charge, and jonr Inidilnp* and the 
world wiu think, to be the heaTi^ ag y n i T mU on of hu enme. 
And after ezpWnng to jonr lordampa the aromnitance* 
under whi;^ this jurb&aktioii u made, and leering a jost 
unpresnon of them upon jour mmda, I shall beg jour lord« 
ahi*^' indnlgence to fimah fhia member of the mwineaa to* 
morrow 

It u rtated and entered m the account, that an entsrtam* 
xnoat waapronded for i£r Hasting! at the rate of £S00a 
di^. He staid at Hoonbedabed for near three months ^ and 
thus you tee that runts from 2Xr Haitmn are pretty ex* 
penrire things i it is at the rate of £7^,0(A a year for his 
entertainment. TTe find that Sir >^dletcn, on HogHth 
gentleman who wu wrth him. remred likewise, whether 
under the some pretenee I know not, and it doe« not siguiy, 
another anm equal to it ; anA if tbeee two gentlemen hu 
staid m that oonntrr a year, their foreral allowancea would 
hate b ero £14fl,000 out of the Nabob’s aDowance of 
£100,000 a year i they would hare eat up nearly the whole 
of ih And do you wonder, my lords, thid moh guorta and 
euch 1 k^ are diScult to be dlrided P Do you wonder, that 
sodi TisitB, when eo w^ paid for and wdl pronded for, 
were naturally long ? There is han^ a pnnee in Enropo 
who wonld gire to another pnnoe of Europe from hts royal 
hoepitality what was giren upon this oectnon to Mr Hwt* 

us now aee what was Mr Hastinga'a busineaa during 
/iiy hsg sTwfewrtrd ruDh Fint^ h* Wls run that Im e^e 
there to reduce all tbe state and digmty of tbe Nawb. De 
tefla you tb*t he felt no ooiupunction In reducing that i^te j 
iVat ^ elephants, the managene, the atablet, all went with 
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out luercy, and consequently all the persons concerned in 
them -were dismissed also, ^hen he came to the abolition 
of the pensions, he says, “ I proceeded with great pain from 
the reflection, that I was the instrument in depriving whole 
families, aU at once, of their bread, and reducing them to a 
state of penury ; convinced of the necessity of the measure, 
I endeavoured to execute it Avith great impartiality.” Here 
he states the work he was employed in when he took this 
two hundred pounds a day for his own pay. “ It was neces- 
sary to begin with reforming the useless servants of the 
court, and retrenching the idle parade of elephants, menage- 
ries, &c., which loaded the civil list. This cost little regret 
in performing ; but the resident, who took upon himself the 
chief share in this business, acknowledges that he suffered 
considerably in his feelings when he came to touch on the 

E ension list. Some hundreds of persons of the ancient no- 
iUty of the country, excluded, under our government, from 
almost all employments, ciidl or military, had ever since the 
revolution depended on the bounty of the Nabob ; and near 
ten lacks were bestowed that way. It is not that the distri- 
bution was always made with judgment or impartial, and 
much room was left for a reform ; but when the question 
was to cut off entirely the greatest part, it could not fail tc 
be accompanied with circumstances of real distress. The 
resident declares, that even with some of the highest rank 
he' could not avoid discovering, under all the pride of eastern 
manners, the manifest marks of penury and want. There 
was, however, no room left for hesitation; to confine the 
Nabob’s expenses -ftfithin the limited sum, it was necessary 
that pensions should be set aside.” 

Here, my lords, is a man sent to execute one of the most 
dreadful offices that was ever executed by man, to cut off, 
as he says himself, with a bleeding heart the only remaining 
allowance made for hundreds of the decayed nobility and gen- 
try of a great kingdom, driven by our government from the 
offices upon which they existed. In this moment of anxiety 
and affliction, when^ he says, he felt pain and was cut to the 
heart to do it, at this very moment when he was turning 
over fourteen hundred of the ancient nobility and gentry of 
this coimtry to downright want of bread, just at that mo- 
ment, while he was doing this act, and feeling this act in 
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thia nunner, from iht collected morBeli forced from llie 
awoth of that md/gwit ood ikmithed aolali^ he gorged Be 
own ra rmonj maw with an allowance of £200 a da/ foe 
H* entertainmflnt, Aa we tee Hm in thia buBmess, thu zuan 
it tmlike any otter i be u alto nerer com^ but he js cruel , 
be nerer dmee withont creating a Cwnme , be doee not take 
from the loose auperflni^ of atandrog greatneea, hot frlV 
upon tbe mdigent, the oppretaed, and rmuedj be to 
tmnaelf double wbat wo^ maintain them TTih j$ unlike 
the generoui rapam^ of tbe noble eagle, who pr^ upon a 
Iirmg, atmggling, refootant, equal notim i hb ii like that of 
the TareDOua nutnici, who iaila upon tbe aeca/^ the aiekl/, 
tbe dying and the dead, and onfy antimpatee nature m tbe 
deatruction of ita object. Hli is beyond bia oormp* 

tion t bat then u aomethiag m hia b/pocnsy wiueb £■ more 
terrible than hw cruelty , Tor at tbe rei/ tone when with 
double and unanering hade be ezecutea a proscrbtiocg and 
awoepa off tbe iood of hundreda of the nobfli^ ancl nnj t j / of 
a gr^ ooonti/, bu eyee oterflow with taara , and m tuns 
the preooua niim that bleeds from wounded bnmini^^ and 
u its best modione, into frtal, nneoroui, mortal poMon to 
tbe human nee. 

Ton bare seen, that when be takes £200 a day for bis en> 
tertainment, be tells you that m tbn rery act be u starring 
fourteen hundred of tbe ancient nobih^ and gentry blf 
lords, you hare tbe blood of nohles, if not yon bare tbo bloOa 
of men in rour reina , you frel as noble^ you frol as men* 
What would you asy to a croal Mogul ezseter, ly wbotu sfter 
banng been dnren from your estates, dmen from the noble 
offices, wril and militsry, whwb you bold, driven from your 
bishopna, dmen from your places at court, dnron from your 
offices ss judges, and aAcr bsnng been reduced to a miser* 
sble flock of pensumert, your rery pennons were at last 
•STtated from your mouths i and wbo, though at the reiy tune 
when those pensions were wrested from rou be declares them 
to hare been the only bread of a miserablo dwared noWh^, 
himself £200 a day for his enterteinmetit, and contl- 
nuBS ti t32 itauMKziztr t£^S-2^CCOf J sk* ihtal that of mJI 
the comipbons whkh be has not owned, but has not dem^ 
or of those wbiA be does m effect own, and of wtueb be 
Imngs forward tbe cndence him a rif , tho taking tnd ’Jsiming 
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under eolour of nu cntcrtahuncnt is leu limes the most nc* 
larious. 

I shall tins day only further tronhle your lordships to ob- 
serve (hat he has never directly domed this Iransadion. I 
have tumbled over the records, 1 have looked at every part 
to see whether he denies it ; he did not deny it at the tune, 
he did not deny it to the court of directors; on the contrary, 
he did in eflect acknowledge it, when without directly ac- 
knowledging it he promised them, a full and liberal explana- 
tion of the whole transaction, lie never did give that ex- 
planation. Parliament took up the business ; this matter was 
reported at the end of the eleventh rcjiort. But, though the 
House of Commons had thus reported it, and made that pub- 
lic which before was upon the Company’s records, he took 
no notice of it. Then another occasion arises : he comes 
before the House of Commons; he knows he is about to be 
prosecuted for these very corruptions ; he well knows these 
charges exist against him ; he makes his defence (if he will 
allow it to bo his defence) ; but though thus driven he did 
not there deny it, because he knew that, if he had denied it, 
it could be proved against him. I desire your lordships will 
look at that paper which we have given in evidence, and see 
if you find a word of denial of it; there is much discourse, 
much folly, much insolence, but not one word of denial. 
Iben, at last, it came before this tribunal against him. I 
desire to refer your lordships to that part of his defence, to 
the article in which this bribe is specifically charged ; he 
does not deny it there ; the only thing which looks like a 
denial is one sweeping clause inserted (in order to put us 
upon the proof), that all the charges are to be conceived as 
denied ; but a specific denial to this specific charge, in no 
stage of the business from beginning to end, has be once 
made : and, therefore, here I close that part of the charge 
which relates to the business of Nundcomar. Tour lordships 
will see such a body of presumptive proof, and positive proof, 
ns never was given yet of any secret corrupt act of bribery ; 
and there I leave it with your lordships’ justice. 

I beg pardon for I’aving detained you so long ; but your 
lordships will be so good as to observe that no business ever 
was covered with more folds of iniquitous artifice than this 
which is now brought before you. 
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(Me. Dtrirt) 

Mt LoHDt— When I lagtli&d tb« honour of addrcsdoj; 

lordriupi,/ cndeETonrod to rtetowitiitiniQehpenpicu- 
fts the naton of tn wffwry ^rould tdinit, tnd tt 

lATgely u in BO mtncBte Bn w&i oomutcnt with the 
hren^ which I endesToured to preoerTe^ the prooft which 
h>d been Bddneed tginiBt ^erren Hasting npon bh niyuii^, 
instituted hr on orow of the court of directoiv, mto the cor- 
ruption md peeaUhon of penoni in anthon^ in Indtt. 
My lords, I bare erodeanrored to *hcnr yon hr antmor pre- 
•umptire proofa, drawn from the aaturo and oreumitaocee 
of the acts themMlrta mfem^ gnUt, that snob actionf and 
Each condoct eoald be refec^le only to one canee, namely, 
(wmgn'jo* lendeaTmmrf toabowyom alW»iinli,inylordi, 
what the speafia nature End ealent of the corruption wai, 
aa frr M it could be folly prored { and lastly, the great aa- 
txafectocT preaumption, which aUnuded the l^mry with re- 
gard to Mr Hastmga ; namolr, that contrary to law, eontrarr 
to hia duty, contrarr to what’ia owed by innoeenee to itself, 
Mr. Hasttnn resist that mgmry, and nuphTcd all the 
power of h5 offioe to preroiit the eieroee it, either in 
Mmaelf or m otbera. — 'Iheae preeumptioiia and thieve prooCi 
will be brought before your wrdahqia, diatmetly and in order, 
at the end u? tlue opening 

8^ next point on which I thought it necmaiy to pro- 
ceed WM reUtiTe to the preaumptioni which bis aubeeqoest 
conduct gare with regard to ha guilt : becauao, my tordi^ 
hia Ttmfonn tenor of condoct, cum aa moat attend gidlA 
both in the ad^ at the time of the Inquiiy, and aubseguent 
to it, will form such a body of aatiaCictory eridence a^ I 
bebere, the human mind ia not made to r eau t My lord*, 
there ia another reason why I chooee to enter info the 
fumptioiis drawn from hli conduct and the fact, tafaop Mi 
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conduct in two parts, if it may be so expressed, omission 
and commission, m order that your lordships should more 
fully enter into the consequences of this system of bribery. 
— ^But, before I say anything upon that, I wish your lord- 
ships to be apprized, that the Commons, in bringing this 
bribe of three lacks and a half before your lordships, do not 
wish by any means to have it understood that this is the 
whole of the bribe that was received by Mr. Hastings in 
consequence of delivering up the whole management of the 
government of the country to that improper person whom he 
nominated for it. 

My lords, from the proofs that ^vill be adduced before you, 
there is great probability that he received very nearly 
£100,000 ; there is positive proof of his receiving £60,000 ; 
and we have chosen only to charge him with that, of which 
there is such an accumulated body of proof as to leave no 
doubt upon the minds of your lordships. All this I say, 
because we are perfectly apprized of the sentiments of the 
public upon this point ; when they hear of the enormity of 
Indian peculation, when they see the acts done, and compare 
them with the bribes received, the acts seem so enormous, 
and the bribes comparatively so small, that they can hardly 
be got to attribute them to that motive. "What I mean to 
state is this, that from a collective view of the subject your 
lordships wiU be able to judge that enormous offences have 
been committed, and that the bribe which we have given in 
proof is a specimen of the nature and extent of those enor- 
mous bribes, which extend to much greater sums than we are 
able to prove before you in the manner yoUr lordships would 
like and expect. 

I have already remarked to your lordships, that after this 
charge was brought and recorded before the council, in spite 
of the resistance made by Mr. Hastings, in which he employ- 
ed all the power and authority of his station, and the whole 
body of hiB partisans and associates in iniquity dispersed 
through every part of these provinces, — after he had taken aU 
these steps, finding Jiimself pressed by the proof and pressed 
by the presumption of his resistance to the inquiry, he did 
think it necessary to make something like a defence. Accord- 
ingly-he has made what he calls a justification, which did rot 
consist in the denial of that fact, or any explanation of it. 
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Tbe mode he took for hn defimce wa« aboee of ha coIWTia, 
«bt»e of the witnawe, tftd of orory pewon -who m £ a. 
ecution of hie dn^ ifa* faujmnng into the i«t j and i^Wp ng 
them with tbingi whoh ir true wore by no meoni inffioant 
to rapport hnn, either m dufendmg the act* themsetre*, or m 
the cnimiud meem he tued to preront moony mto t)ipm 
Hie deign ww to mhlead theap Torni^ kt>^ to cany 
from the tc OTtttt oo and the proof of it "With reapect to 
the paeawm, noknce, and intwDperate h«ct^ with which 
charged them, they wue ^irooaedmg m an ordei^, wy nW 
m a imer ^ and if on any oceanon they teem to break out into 
warmth, it wm m eonaeqoenoe of that iniiataiiee whioh be 
mode to them m wbat yoor knrdahipa I behere will agree 
with them in thmkzsg vraa of tire moat important parti 
of tbeir fonctiont. If they had boon mlemperate m thcor 
coDdoct, if they had been andent. peiaioiade, prgndiced 
t^amat mm, it awarded Mot only a better memit of maVing 
his defflcure; beeaoae. thoci^ in a rational and ^diooaa 
the int e mperate conaact of the aoeoaer eer ^ Til y proree 
thing with regard to the troth or filMhood of hu acenaatum, 
yet we do know that the mmds of men ere ao eonatitotodt 
that an improper mode of eondnfftmg a right thing doea fesm 
acane degree CO nnnodieeagaiiift lb. Hr Haabngi^thBrefcre, 
unable to defend bimarif upon pnncsple, has reaerted aa mneb 
ai be poBsibly eould to nrmiimco. And at the Httie time 
that there ia not oce word of dfaT^b cr the leaat attempt at 
fl reftitatum of the charge, be haa Inoded the records with aQ 
r nAon iT of mmotoa, pioceeduiga, and lottcn relatire tom-aT' 
thing hot the io^ Tbe great aim of bis policy, both 
before, ami erer afnee, hat been to dirart the mind of 
the anditoiy, or tl^ pe re a oa to vbom he addreaaed hunsdi^ 
from the Datnre of hts caiiaeL to tome collatenl arcumatanee 
relatfre to it— apohoy to whidi he has always had recoorae t 
but tn^ the last reeource of despairing gml^ I trust 
wiU DOW oomplotely fail him. 

Mr H—faTary, howrrep. began to be pret^ aenaible that 
this wwr of proceading haa arerr unpToqnamfi and nntow ^ 
look, for which reason ho nett declared, that w reaerved m# 
defence for fwr of a legal proaecutioni and that acane tiw 
or other ^ would gire a laige and liberal rralaMtioo to tbe 
oAirt of dirertara, to whom to waj answerable for b« em* 
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duct, of liis refusing to suffer the inquiry to proceed, — of his 
omitting to give them sfitisfiiction at the time, — of his omit- 
ting to take any one natural step that an innocent man 
■would have taken npon such an occasion. Under this pro- 
mise he has remained from that time to the time you see 
him at your har, and he has neither denied, exculpated, ex- 
plained, or apologized for his conduct in any one single in- 
stance. 

"While he accuses the intemperance of his adversaries, he 
shows a degree of temperance in himself, -which always at- 
tends guilt in despair; for struggling guilt may he warm, 
hut guilt that is desperate has nothing to do hut to submit 
to the consequences of it, to hear the infamy annexed to its 
situation, and to try to find some consolation in the effects of 
guilt with regard to private fortune, for the scandal it brings 
them into in public reputation. After the business had ended 
in India, the causes why he should have given the explanation 
grew stronger and stronger ; for not only the charges exhi- 
bited against him were weighty, but the manner in which he 
was called upon to inquire into them was such as would un- 
doubtedly tend to stir the mind of a man of character, to 
rouse him to some consideration of himself, and to a sense of 
the necessity of his defence. He was goaded to make this 
defence by the words I shall read to your lordships from Sir 
John Clavering. 

“ In the late proceedings of the revenue board it will ap- 
pear, that there is no species of peculation from which the 
honourable Governor- General has thought it reasonable to ab- 
stain.” He further says, in answer to IVIr. Hastings, “The 
malicious view with which this innuendo (an innuendo of 
ISIr. Hastings) is thrown out, is only worthy of a man who, 
haviug disgraced himself in the eyes of every man of houour 
both in Asia and in Europe, and having no imputation to lay 
to our charge, has dared to attempt in the dark what malice 
itself could not find grounds to aim at openly.” 

These are the charges which were made upon him — not 
loosely in the heat of conversation, but deliberately in •writ^ 
ing, entered upon record, and sent to his employers, the court 
of directors, — those whom the law had set over him, and to 
whose judgment and opinion he was responsible. Do your 
lordships believe that it was couscious uinocence that made 
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^ endure wch reproeAes, »o recorded, from h» own 
laa^eP Tf*! it«»n»Q£n» mnocenco JEut nuda him »baiK 
don bi« defence mxounoe Mb o^Unatwe, »iid bear all tMj 
calamny, if it vtB oalam^, in fturfe a maanar mthout inak- 
in^ any ouft attempt to refiite It f Tour lardakpBTillweby 
tbiB and other mnirrt<% Tith which the boon are 
that Mr. Hartuj^ la ciargad quite to tI>o brim with eorrop- 
tKsaM of all BortB^ and etrwired with emy mocie of poaoble 
diagTBce , for there U BomeUungBo base and wmtenptible in 
the cninee of peoolatjoa and bnbery, that when they come to 
be m^ed borne and strooigW againit a man, aa bere they are 
u^ed, notbingbok aeonsoonanea of guHtcan pcMaaibly mabe 
a peraon BO charged avroporthunBftif under them. 3 i&. Haat- 
20^ considered mmeeu, a» he haa stated, to be ondar tbe 
noceaaity of bearing tb^ Wbat u that neceamty f Gnflt. 
OoiUd i« aoy that Sir Jobn Olareting (for I aay ootbing 
now of Colonel Jdon»on and Mr Fraacia, who were joined 
■snth bun) was a man weak and ocmtempb'ble f Ibrijerothere 
are thoae among your lordaWp* who roraember that Sir Jeha 
OlaTfimig was uorm before be went abroad, and better 
known by bu eondact after, to b« a man of (be moat diK 
tm^muhed bonour that erer amed bU Majeaty ) be terred 
Ku iQ a military aituabon for many rem, and after* 

wards in high carilBitQatio&m India, ft n known, that 
throogh erery atrp and gradatjon of a Zngb milrfeiy serrw, 
until M arrii^ at tbe inghestof alI,theTnn«TeT wai the least 
blot npos bim, or doubt or saspKaon of ha characior } that 
his teffiper, ibr the most part, and hit maimert were folly 
answeriile to bu Tirtnea, and a noble omaajent to tbem t 
that be waa one of tbe best natored, beat bred men, as woll 
aa of the higbeat prtocipW men, to be found in bit Ifa- 
j e n ty ^B aemce , that be had passed the nwdile tuao of Itfe^ 
and come to an age whldh toaket men wise m noiieral | so 
that Iw c^d be warmed by nothing but that noble indigna* 
bon at gmit which is the last thing that erw waa cr wCl 
bo erttngulsbod in a Tirtnotif mind. He was a man wboee 
TOice was not to be demtsod \ but if his eharacter had been 
p«iwaally aa eontemptSble a* It was meAtoeiOcs and faemour- 
abio tn every respect, rti Ua dtnation ai a commisai^, 
D*aed bran act of parilamenl for the express purposs ot^ 
fcrnmig India, gave km a weight and conseqoenee that cotdd 
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r.ot PvifTcrMr. wiUionl n gcnonil and pfrong prc- 

Mimption of hi? guilt, to ncqnic?ce in such recorded minutes 
from Inm. But if lie had luvn n wenh, if he had been nn in- 
temperate man, — iji reality he was a? cool, pteady, len»pcratc, 
jndieion? a man a? ever wn? bom, — the court of director?, to 
wlmm Mr. Hasting? was ro?pon?iblc by every tic and evert' 
]mineiple, and tvn? made rospoupible at last by a positive act 
of parliament, obliging him to yield obedience to their com- 
mand? ns the general rule of his duly, — the court of dirvictor?, 
I pay, perfectly approved of every part of General Clavcr- 
ing’?. Colonel Z^Ionson’?, and Mr. Brancis's conduct; they 
approved of this inquiry, which Mr. llnsling.? rejected, and 
they have declared, “ That the powers and inptrnclion.s vest- 
ed in and givei\ to General Clavcring and the other gentle- 
men were such ns fully authoriAod them in every inquiry, 
that seem? to have been their object ’ «••••• 

European?.” 

Xow after the supremo authority, to which they were to 
appeal in all their dispute.?, had p.asscd this judgment upon 
this very inquiry, the matter no longer depended upon Mr. 
Kn.slin^’s opinion ; nor could he he longer justified in at- 
tributing that to evil motives cither of malice or passion in 
his colleague.?. 'When the judge,?, who were finally to do- 
tormino who was malicious, wlio was passionate, wlio w.as 
or was not justified, either in setting on foot the inquiry or 
resisting it, had ]ia.sscd that judgment, then !Mr. Hastings 
•was allied upon by all the feelings of a man, and by his 
duty in council, to give Patisfaction to his masters, the di- 
rectors, who approved of the zeal and diligence shown in that 
very inquiiy, the passion of which lie omy reprobated, and 
upon which he grounded liis justification. 

If anything but conscious guilt could have possibly influ- 
enced him to such more than paticnco under this accusation, 
let us see what was his conduct when the scene was changed: 
General Clavering, fatigued and broken down by the miseries 
of his situation, soon afterwards lost a very able and affcc- 
tiouato colleague, Cglonel Monson (whom !Mr. Hastings 
states to be one of the bitterest of his accusers), a man one 
of the most loved and honoured of his time, a person of 
your lordships’ noble blood, and a person who did honour to 
* DocuidctiI wanliiig. 
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It, ftcd if he had been of the fiiinQj of a cotniDoner xcD 
deterred to be meed to tout diatmctioa- "WTim that’ man 
died— died of a broken heait, to mj nothmi elae-^d Ge- 
neral ClflTeffing felt himtelf m a -mfcnr^ imhont help, ex- 
cept 'whai he denred from the firmneai, tamdmtr, and jeScfe 
of Mr FmaoM, ebskag like htmtelf oader the exertion of 
tboir own TirtooB, he ^rt* molred to reaign hn emplc^rmsit. 
The oourt of direiiori were to alarmed at tUi atteoipt of 
hit to rec^ hit emplojTnent, that tb^ wrote thee ■ '\Vhen 
yxm conceired tJie demgn erf ^tting onr aemce, we nn- 
i^e joa could not hare beard of the rceignatKni of llr 
your teal and ability ” 

2^ lord*, m thi« rtni^le, and before he oonld nwign 
finally, another land of ronirontion, the retignafaon of nature, 
took plao^ and Sir John C^rering died. The ohancter tlmt 
wai ^rm Bit John Clareruif at time ia a aetl to the 
whole of hia proceeding and the use that I aball maVa 
it ynor lonithipt wul ace preeently “The aMhtfc* of 
General Olareno^, the comprtbemaiTe knowledge 1 m had 
attained of oitr oflkin,* •••••••♦to the 

Baat-India Company 

And nerer haa it & greater Itm. There ia the eonelodiog 
funeral oration made by bia matters upon a itrict, though by 
no meeni partial, new of bia condaet. My lordt, here it toe 
man who it the great accuser of Mr Hatfinga, at bo layt i 
what It he f a alight pi on, a pian of mean tituotion, a man 
of mean f a man of mean character ? No , of the high- 
eft oharacter Wat he a peraon whooe eondart wat disap- 
proved by tbeir common 8up<ffjora P Not rt wat approved 
when Imng, and ratified when deed- Thia wat the man, a 
mwTi e^ual to him m every rwpect upon the tnppoaed evil 
“ ' ' B foonded the tola jui 


joititotion oi 


motfToe of whom alone wtt f 
Mr Hattmga. 

Bat bo it iWt, that Sir John Clavemg, Ooltmri Monton, 
and Mr Frtndt, were all of them the o^mmded pertont 
that he deecribes them to be { and that from ditlike to them, 
from a kind of manly retentment, if ycHj pleote, agaJutt aacb 
pertons, a hafred agabitt maboout proceedmga, and * det 
ante of them, ho did not think proper, at ho atatee, to make 
hit defence during that period of fame, and while oppreeted 

• DcrtUOttt wtDlini » DiicaaKat wwlfcic 
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by that combination ; yet when he got rid of the two former 
persons, and when ]NIr. Francis was nothing, when the whole 
majority was in his hand, and he was in full power, there 
was a large, open/ full field for inquiry ; and he was bound 
to reinstitute that inquiry, and to clear bis character before 
his judges and before bis masters. Mr. Hastings says, No ; 
they have threatened me nuth a prosecution, and I reserve 
myself for a court of justice. 

ifr. Hastings has now at length taken a ground, as you 
wiU see frohi all his writings, which makes all explanation of 
his conduct in this business absolutely impossible. For, in 
the first place, he says, as a prosecution is meditated against 
me, I ^viU say nothing in explanation of my conduct, because 
I might disclose my defence, and by that means do myself 
a prejudice. On the other hand, when the prosecution is 
dropped, as we all know it was dropped in this case, then 
he has a direct contrary reason, but it serves him just as 
well. Why, as no prosecution is intended, no defence need 
be made ; so that, whether a prosecution is intended or a 
prosecution dropped, there is always cause why Mr. Hastings 
should not give the court of directors the least satisfaction 
concerning his conduct, notwithstanding, as we shall prove, 
he has reiteratedly promised, and promised it in the most 
ample and liberal manner. But let us see if there be any 
presumption in his favour to rebut the presumption, whick 
he knew was irresistible, and which by making no defence for 
his conduct, and stopping the inquiry, must necessarily lie 
upon him. He reserves his defence, Wt he promises both 
defence and explanation. 

Your lordships wiU remark, that there is nowhere a clear 
and positive denial of the fact. Promising a defence, I wiU 
admit, does not directly and ex vi te^'mini suppose that a 
man may not deny the fact, because it is just compatible with 
the defence, but it does by no means exclude the admission 
of the fact, because the admission of the fact may be attended 
ivith a justification ; but when a man says that he will ex- 
. plain his conduct with,, regard to a fact, then he admits that 
fact, because there can be no e:rolauation of a feet which has 
no existence. Therefore Mr. Hastings admits the fact by 
promising an explanation, and he shows he has no explana- 
tion or justification to give by never having given it. Goad- 

VOL. VH. X 
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ed, proToked, and called upon ier it m tlie Dunccr 1 otro 
mentwoed, }» obooees to hare « feast of dagnce, if 1 ms- 
sa/soj tohsvflariotofiiifiunyierTeduptolijLidsjb/ds/ 
for a ccnino of jnsan m cniry ipeoes cf reproach that 
b© grren by hiB eoHesOTot and by the court of dircetora, 
from wliom, he tayi, “I retrired nothing bat opprobnooi 
and diagraoefol epithet*,’* and he ny*, that ha prcdeceieora 
poMeaeed more ot their confidence than be nad- 

Xet for Toara be lay doim m that tty of disgrace, Cstten- 
ing m it , feedn^ upon that ofisl of dogrece and racrement, 
upon ©reiytbmg that cunld be dugustfoi to the btunan mmd, 
rather than deny tbe fket and put hunaelf upon a anl Justi' 
ficabon. In&my iras newr meurred for nowing Wetnoir 
wry well what was aoid formeriy, 


" Popolot tnt tfUItlt SI mOd plsado 

IpM (hnul so i‘^txTsj4 i-> Ig aryS ” 


And nerar did a man submit to udamy for anrthing but its 
tree reward, mau^y Money he receired, uSimr he 
reoeiTed aloug with it , be was clad to take hu wife witli aQ 
be* goods, he took bar with he foil portion — with erery 
fpcews of infiuny that b^ooged to ber . and jour lordahipa 
cannot resist the opinkm^ tbat be would sot hare nfiTerM 
hjms^f to be di^raced wrth the court of directora, disg ra ced 
with bn coUesgii^ disgniced with tbe world, dt^raced upon 
an eteaud record, nnloM be was abaolntely guil^ of tbe hd 
tbat was charged upon hum 

Ha frv^Wfintly egresses, tbat he lej e r r es bimself for a 
court of justice. Doe* be, my lords f I am tonj that Mr. 
Hattmgi abould ahow tbat be alway* miifati:** hu ntuaticm ] 
he haalotaUy martaken »ti be wsa a semat bound to giro a 
•atiafactory acoount^ hi* condoct to ha masters; and In* 
cf thftt he oonalder* himself and tbe coort of director* 
as Irt rgsnt pa rtoea, them as tbe aeauera, and himself as the 
eulpttt. wbat would your lordabipa in prirate lifij conceiTe 
of a steward who was accoaed of emtHiiaaling tbe routs, rol^ 
bmg and oppressing the tenant^ and eonunmuig a thousand 
ndSeedsmMitowardshlpi and who, upon your wlsb^ to 

mt'r^ inqxniy into bis oonduct^ and aaiung an explsmnm of 
it, ahoS answer, I will giro no reply; you may IdIot to 
ppoMCUte mi^ and cDorict mo ai a cheat, and tbavlore I 
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will nol give you any salisfac^^on ; what would you think of 
that steward ? Tou coxild have no doubt that such a steward 
was a person not fit to be a slcward, nor fit to live. 

. ]\rr. Hastings reserves himself for a court of justice ; that 
single circumstance, my lords, proves that ho was guilty. 
It may appear verj’ odd that his guilt sliould bo inferred 
from his desire of trial in a court in which he could be ac- 
quitted or condemned. But I shall prove to j'ou from that 
circumstance, that Blr. Hastings, in desiring to be tried in a 
court of justice, convicts himself of presumptive guilt. 

Wlien Mr. Hastings went to Bengal in the year 1772, ho 
had a direction exactly similar to this which he has resisted 
in his own case ; it was to inquire into grievances and abuses. 
In consequence of tliis direction he proposes a plan for tlio 
regulation of the Company’s sen-ice, and one part of that 
plan was just what you would expect from him, that is, the 
power of destroying everj* Company’s servant without the 
least possibility of his being heard in his own defence, or 
taking any one step to justify himself, and of dismissing 
him at his on-n discretion: and the reason ho gives for it is 
tins : “ I shall forbear to comment upon the above proposi- 
tions : if just and proper their utility vnW bo self-apparent : 
one clause only in the last article may require some explana- 
tion, namely, the power proposed for the governor of recall- 
ing any person from his station witliout assigning a reason 
for it. In the charge of oppression” (now hero you will 
find the reason why hir. Hastings wishes to appeal to a court 
of justice, rather than to give satisfaction to his employers), 
“ though supported by the cries of the people and the most 
authentic representations, it is yet impossible in most cases 
to obtain legal proofs of it ; and, unless the discretionary 
power which I have recommended be somewhere lodged, 
the assurance of impunity from any formal inquiry will baffle 
every order of the board, as, on the other hand, the fear of 
the consequence will restrain every man within the bounds 
of his duty, if he knows himself liable to suffer by the 
effects of a single control,” You see, Mr. Hastings himself 
is of opinion that the cries of oppression, though extorted 
from a whole people by the iron hand of severity, that these 
cries of a whole people attended even with authentic docu- 
ments, sufficient to satisfy the mind of any man, may be 
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totiUj iandEoent to ccmrki the opprcasop sa « courtf ai 
yet to tie* eotut, wtow ccBnpetenco ho dome*, to ti*± rmr 
court he oppcaJi, in tb»t he jmtf In* tmt cjd upon that 
grottttd he refooee to perfom Uo jnit promise he hod gtren 
of any et pl i ji ati nn to ihcao irbe lard amojoyod hoL. 

Kow 1 mt tha to your lordih^ > if a man i* of opinJon 
that no mihlio court can traly tad properiThtfaiff him toany 
account ibr bia condnct \ that the Ibnna obwrr^lo in courta 
ana toicSy ddroras to it ( that there u a genesslmcompetai^ 
vrth. regard to mch a court } and yti ahmia a tnhunal cepahb 
and competent, end appUec tothatwhioh he thinhiiflnoma* 
hie and mcompetenti ooea not that man nUmly ahow ^at 
he ha* rmected vchat he thnJa will pnrre Ma rcul^ md that 
he hai cnoaen what be think* will he utt^y mauffieient 
to prore tt f And if thu be the ceee, ai he aiaerts It to be, 
wtUL CD. nndar aemnt think what ntnat be the case of tlv 
tipper eerreat of ail | ior if an mfenor ■errant if Dot to be 
hronght tojoatice, what nnutbetiie mtnatum of a ooTtmoN 
general f it u onpoecbld not to aee, that, ai he had ooo> 
ctirad that a ecrort of justice had not cufBoent means to 
bring luf orunes to haht and (Meetian, nor tuiSeust to bring 
bun to proper and adlMpiaie pumahiDcnt, therriore he ilew to 
a court of joftice, not aa a pia» to dedde upon hiii^ but ai 
a sanctuary to secure hu guilt. Moct cf your lordship* hare 
travelled abroad, and bare eeon m the unmormed countnea 
of Surope eburcncf filled with peraons who take aanctuary 
in thenu Tou do not precume that a man is kmocent h^ 
cauae be is in a oanctoary { r<m know that, ao ihr fkita de> 
mooftnitlng hu inaoeeneok » dietnonitraies WguDt; and, a 
this Hactinga fliea not to a court for trial, hut u a 

fonotuaiy to se cur e him from ft. 

Lrt us Just renew the whole of bis conduct ; let us bear 
bow Hr Bastmg* ha* proceeded with re«rd to thli whole 
yffaty The court of Jurtice dropped; ^e proeecobon in 
Bcogol ended. T^th Sir Imp^ os ehl« loihc^ whi^ 

03 your lordshipc hare •ees, bad a moft close and hooourahle 
connenon with the Gorefnar-GeneraVCall the circomstaneea 
cl whiii I need not detmi to you, s* must he frtah inywM 
lordship*’ xanaory), he bad not moeb to fear tna tbo iB^iar* 
tjilitT w the court. He might be sure the fonus of Uw 
woaldnotbeetiBiDedtodohlmttlsddef; tbertfere there waa 

/ 
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no great terror in it ; but •vrbatever terror there might be in 
it was overblown, because his colleagues refused to carry him 
into it, and therefore that opportufaity of defence is gone^ 
In Emope he was afraid of making any defence, but the 
prosecution here was also soon over ; and in the House of 
Commons he takes this ground of justification for not ^ving 
any explanation, that the court of directors had received per- 
fect satisfaction of his innocence ; and he named persons of 
great and eminent character in the profession, whose names 
certainly cannot be mentioned wdthout highly imposing upon 
the prejudices and weighing down almost the reason of man- 
kind. He quotes their opinions in bis favour, and argues 
that the excrdpation which they give, or are supposed to give 
him, should excuse him fi^om any further expiration. 

My lords, I believe I need not say to great men of the 
profession, many of the first ornaments of iTich I see before 
me, that they are very little influenced in the seat of judgment 
by the opinions which they have given in the chamber, and 
they are perfectly in the right ; because while in the chamber 
they hear but one part of the cause ; it is generally brought 
before them in a very partial manner, and they have not the 
lights which they possess when they sit deliberately down 
upon the tribunal to examine into it; and for this reason 
they discharge their minds fi’om every prejudice that may 
have arisen from a foregone partial opinion, and come uninflu- 
enced by it as to a new cause. This, we know, is the glory 
of the great lawyers who have presided, and do preside, in 
the tribunals of this country ; but we know at the same time, 
that those opinions (which they in their own mind reject, 
unless supported afterwards by clear and authentic testi- 
mony) do weigh upon the rest of mankind at lenst ; for it is 
impossible to separat-e the opinion of a great and learned 
man from some consideration of the person who has delivered 
that opinion. 

!Mr. Hastings, being conscious of this, and not fearing the 
tribunal abroad, for the reason that I gave you, namely, his 
belief that it was not very adverse to him, and also know- 
ing that the proseciltion there was dropped, had but one 
thing left for his consideration, which was, how he should 
conflict with the tribunal at home ; and, as the prosecution 
must originate from the court of directors, and be authorized 
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\ij tom® great Uw opimoia, the great point vitli hJm wu, 
»omo w»7 or other bj bi> mrt^, I inll not 8*7 bf whai 
toeflni or arramstajic^ but dj eome ptr^ mettna. to •ecore 
a ttrong mtereet in the oseoutiTe part of the House. 
ITr loraa, wm that mtereat laed properi7 and £uri7p I wiE 
not ■17 that bnendthip and partudit7 implj mjuirncej tiie7 
certain^ do not , but th^ do not implj juatioe. The court 
of direcion took op thn affiur with great wannth j tier com* 
nutted it to tboir aoUcitor; and the aoboitor Tonld naturallr 
(u meet eohotor* do^ draw up a caae a little fisrourablT for 
the penona that empkyed hun ^ wnd if there wat an/ lean' 
mg, winoh upon 107 word I do not approre m the manage* 
ment of an7 came whateror, jet if mere waa a it 

muat be a leamng for the dient. 

Now the eounael did not giro a deeded epluioii against 
the proaecation, but, npon the fiwe of the case, they eipiraa* 
ed great doubts upon rt j for with inch a itning^ disorder^ 
I7, imperfect, and confnaed coae M waa hud bdore them, 
tbej conJd not ad me a proeecutioni and, in mj opinion, 
went no further , ana inde^ upon that case that wait 
before thein, I, who am autborued 1 ^ the Commona to pro* 
aeonte, do admit that a great donbt might lie upon ^e moft 
deciding mind, whether, under the orcamstencet there itated, 
a proaeeutton coold be or ouj^t to be pursued. I do not 
8*7 which w»7 mj mind would bare turned upon that mpr 
imperfect state of the oaae , but 1 ftiH aHov 10 much to tbcir 
Teij great abUitj, great nunda, and sound judgment, that I 
am turev if it was m iattyra, 1 would not hare rather 
hesitated mTself (who am now hm an aceuaer) what judg* 
ment to gire 

It does happen that there are rerj singular drcanwiances 
in this buamesa, to whiA your lor^hipa will adrert) and 
70U win conndcr what weight tbsj ought to hare npoo 
jour lordships’ mmda. The pemm who is now the sobator 
of the OotMwnr is a retj respectable man in the prolH- 
eioQ-'-hlr Snath ; he was at that lime also the Oompanr's 
sohextor, and be bw tinee appeared in this cause as h£r Ha«t- 
inga’i soliotor Now th^ it somrthing particular m a 
man’s bemg the aolidtor to a party who waa proseeutfiig an* 
other, and contintmig aAerwards in his office, and beeoomg 
the soUcitor to the party prosecuted. It would be nf*r 7 •• 
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itrangc ns if our solicitor were to be the solicitor of Mr. llnat- 
uigs in tins prosecution and trml before your lordships. It is 
true that we cannot make out, nor do we attempt to prove, 
that Mr. Smith \Yasat that lime actunll}' Mr. Hastings’s so* 
licitor ; all that we shall attempt to make out is, that tlio case 
he produced was just such n case as a solicitor, an.xioiis for 
the preservatioj) of his client, and not anxious for the prosecu- 
tion, would have inado out. My lords, I have next to remark, 
that the opinion which the counsel gave in this case, namely, 
a very doubtful opinion, accompanied with strong censure 
of the manner in which the case was stated, was drawn from 
them b}' a case, in which I charge that there were misrcjn'c- 
seniation, suppression, nwiii fahijicalton . 

Now, my lords, in making this charge I am in a very awk- 
ward and unpleasant situation ; but it is a situation in which, 
with all the disagreeable circumstance.s attending it, I must 
proceed. I am in this business obliged to name many men : 
I do not name them wantonly, but from the absolute neces- 
sity, as your lordships will see, of the case. I do not mean 
to reflect upon this gentleman ; I believe, at the time when 
he made this case, and especially the article which I state as 
nfahijication, he must have trusted to some of the servants 
of the Company, Avho were but young in their service at that 
tune. There was a very great error committed, but by whom, 
or how, your lordships in the course of this inquiry will find. 
"What I charge first is, that the case was improperly stated ; 
2dly, that it was partially stated ; and that, afterwards, a fur- 
ther report was made upon reference to the same officer in the 
committee. Now, my lords, of the three charges which I 
have made, the two former, namely, the misrepresentation 
and suppression, were applicable to the case; but all the 
three, misrepresentation, suppression, and falsification, were 


applicable to the report. 
This I say ‘ 


say in vindication of the opinions given, and for 
the satisfaction of the public, who may be imposed upon by 
them. I wish the word to be understood : when I say im- 
posed, I always mean by it the weight and authority carried ; 
a meaning which tins word perhaps has not got yet tho- 
roughly in the English language ; but in a neighbouring lan- 
guage imposing means, that it weighs upon men’s minds with 
a sovereign authority. To say that the opinions of learned 



tkngh eren thoj obtained, may not h»T9 weight with 
w coor^ or with anr oonrt, ii a kmd of con^JiiDant I can 
■t P*y to them at toe ezpeoae of that oommon nature UJ 
uch 1 and all human beinga are mTolred. 

He atatea in the caae the corananta and the aalory of Hr 
artmgi, and hia emolumenta, rety &irij I do not ol^ert 
any part of that. He then preceeda to ataie rary paiw 
iDy toe hoanieaa upon which the committee of ciront went, 
id without openniff whoee cooduct we cannot fuDy bnnn 
5far0 J^ou tbij chai^ of hnbery He then atatea, "Tw 
1 tnqmiy haring hero made the preae n t aopreme coun^ 
1 of Bengal, reapcctang the amdnct of the memNsra of the 
at adminu^tian, aerem oharce* hare beem made, atatmg 
roneyi very improperiy reoeneo by Mr Haatinga darrng the 
ime of the Uta admuuatration , amongat theae u one, of hia 
arum recerred 150,000 mpen of Manny Begum, the guard* 
m of the Habob, who li an mihnt ’* 

In thu atatecneut of the oeae emyilnng la put out of ita 
me place. Jlr Haafanga wua not charg^ with roccinng 
lade and a half of rupee* from MunnT Begum, the guani* 
an of the liabob, for aha waj not then hia guardian , bat he 
rmi charged with r e en r ia g a Uek and a half of rupees for 
■enwring the Habob'a own mother, who waa bia nat uraJ gnard* 
JUL and aubttrtnt^ this atep'UiottMrr, who waa a proa ti tute, 
in her place , whereat bare It auppoae* he fcomd her a guard* 
can, and that the had made hun a pFcaent which altera the 
whde nature of tbe caae. Ihe caae^ In toe recital of the 
charge, aeta out with what erery oneof your lordablpa knows 
now not to be the truth of the fret, nor tbe thing that m it* 
adf implies tbe crunmahty i be oo^t to hare stated that in 
tie beginning of tbe buiineta> Tbe aupprrwJona in the re* 
atal are rTnagrug be atatea an mqmiy Mring been made by 
the aupreme oouncS of Bengal reepoctiing the coodeet of the 
mmnbcff* of tbe laat odmimitration- That inquiry wa* made 
in conaequenco of the duige; and not tbe (marge bremght 
•f o rw ar da. ai they would hare it bdwred, hi conaequeaee of 
the iaqmjy Tberu la no menhoo that that inquiry had been 
expreoly ordered by the court of director*, but it it atated 
a* though it waa a Tolontaiy inquiry Kow tberefa alwap 
aometluDg doubtful in Tolnntary isqurica with regard to w 
peo^coocemed. He then firppo*ea upon thl* toqaby that 
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to be tbe clinrgc wliicli is not the charge nt alL The crime, 
ns I have stated, consisted of two distinct parts, bnt bath in- 
ferring the same corruption : the first, two lacks of rupees 
taken expressly for the nomination of this woman to this 
place, and the other one lack and a half of rupees, in eflcct 
for the same purpose, but under the name and colour of an 
entertainment. The drawer of the ease, finding that in the 
one ease, namely, the two lacks of rupees, the evidence was 
more weak, but tliat no justification could be set up, — finding 
in the other, the lack and a half of rupees, the proof strong 
and not to be re.sisted, but that some justification was to be 
found for it, lays aside the charge of the two lacks totally ; 
and the evidence belonging to it, which was considered as 
rather weak, is applied to the other charge of a lack and a half, 
the proof of which upon its own evidence was irresistible. 

Jly speech I hope your lordships consider as only point- 
ing out to your attention these particulars. Your lordships 
will sec it exemplified throughout the whole, that when there 
is evidence (for some eridcnce is brought) that docs belong 
to the lack and a half, it is entirely passed by, the most ma- 
terial circumstances are weakened, the whole strength and 
force of them taken away. ' Every one knows how true it is 
of endence, juncta juva/it : but here everything is broken 
and smashed to pieces, and nothing but disorder appears 
through the whole. Eor your lordships will observe that the 
proof that belongs to one thing is put as belonging to an- 
other, and the proof of the other brought in a weak and im- 
perfect manner in the rear of the first, and with every kind of 
observation to rebut and weaken it ; and when this evidence 
is produced, which appears inapplicable almost in all the parts, 
in many doubtful, confused, ana perplexed, and in some even 
contradictory, which it will be when the eridence to one 
thing is brought to apply and bear upon another ; good hopes 
were entertained in consequence, that that would happen, 
which in part did happen, namely, that the counsel, distracted 
and confused, and finding no satisfaction in the case, could 
not adrise a prosecution. 

But what is still *more material and weighty, many par- 
ticulars are suppressed in this case, and still more in rhe re- 
port ; and turning from the case to the proceedings of the 
persons who are supposed to have the management of the 
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jujuJiy, tbej bring fbrwd as an appendix to thi 5 coe, iCc. 
Hutfog**! own mroctiTO* ind cbjjge Bgainrt tbe*o per»on>, 
ftt thn TOTf Hme tame th»t thej tuppraw and do not bnns 
fonrard, either m the chtrjp or upon the report, what the 

other per^ hare «ud in &eip own juitifiratioiL eonjo- 

qoence of tiu* namagexnent ww, that a of eridence, 
which would hare made this case the olearpct m the world, 
and winch I hope we shall make to appear to to your lonl- 
■tupe, WBi rendered for the mort mapjdicable^ and tbo 
wholopaxiled and confiiaed I*sy,roTthemo«tpart,for*omo 
parti did apply, but tmeerahly i^lied, to the cbm. From 
their own itate of tie ooae they would hare it inferred, that 
the fault wai not m their way of rroreaentiDg it, but m the 
infirmity, eonfuiion, and diaarderof the pmofi themaelrM f 
but this I trait we ihaQ latxsfy you u ty no meani the 
I rest, howerer, upon the prow of partolity m this bnuaeii, 
of the napontion upon the counsel, whether designed ornot, 
and of the bht girm hj AMmg an appmdii inti 3 Ip Hut- 
ingi’f own remarks upon the case, wichout^ruig the reasons 
of the other parties for thor eondact Kow if thm was 
sothmg else than the faHacious reatal, and afierwa^ tho 
tuppreamon, X beliere any rational and sober msu Would see 
pmect^ laffiemnt ground for lanng aside any 

authority that can be dertred fVoin the opmicms of persons, 
though of the first eharacter (and 1 am axixe no man firing 
doea more homtOT to thmr learning, impartiahty, and under* 
itanduig thnn 1 I first, because the statement of the cose 
has thrown the whole into eonfiiawn i and seocmdly, as to tho 
matter added as an appendix, which gircs tho representation 
of the delinquent, end omits the representation of his praso- 
{mtora, it u obserred rery propedy and -rerj wisely by one of 
tbo gr^t men before whom this eridenc© was laid, that “ Ilia 
endence as it is !»« stated is still more dofirctiTa, if tho ap- 
pendix IS adopted by the diroolora,snd meant tomakoapart 
of the case, for that throws diaoredJt upoo all the iafonBa- 
tion so collected.'’ Ccrtainlyrtdoeijlbriftbedclmqaentpttrty 
^0 is to ^ prosecuted bo beard with bs own representa* 
tmn of the case, and that of huprosocntora besnppreasedL bo 
is master both of the lawyers aM of the mind of man h na. 

My lords, I hare hero attempted to pomt oat the eibraw* 
itocmaistencies snd ddecti of this prcceediog} and I wish 
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jrour lordships to consider, wnth respect to these proceedings 
of the India House in their prosecutions, that it is in the 
power of some of their officers to inahe statements in the 
manner that I have described, then to obtain the names of 
great lawyers, and under their sanction to carry the accused 
through the world as acquitted. 

These are the material circumstances which will be sub- 
mitted to your lordships’ sober consideration in the course 
of this inquiry. I have now stated them on these two ac- 
counts ; first to rebut the reason which Mr. Hastings has 
assigned for not giving any satisfaction to the court of direct- 
ors, namely, because thej* did not want it, having dropped 
a prosecution upon great authorities and opinions ; and next 
to show your lordships, how a business begun in bribery is 
to be supported only by fraud, deceit, and collusion ; and how 
the receiving of bribes by n Governor-General of Bengal 
tends to taint the whole service from beginning to end, both 
at home and abroad. 

But though upon the partial case that was presented to 
them these great lawyers did not advise a prosecution, and 
though even upon a full representation of a case a lawyer 
might think that a man ought not to be prosecuted, 3'et ho 
may consider him to be the vilest man upon earth. AVe 
know men are acquitted in the great tribunals in which 
several lords of this country have presided, and who perhaps 
ought not to have been brought there and prosecuted before 
them, and yet about whose delinquency there could be no doubt. 
But though we have here sufficient reason to justify the great 
lau'yers whose names and authorities are produced, yet Mr. 
Hastings has extended that authority beyond tbe length 0 ^ 
tlieir opinions. Por being no longer under the terror of the 
law, which he said restrained him from making hia defence, 
he was then bound to give that satisfaction to his masters 
and the world, which 'everj' man in honour is hound to do 
when a grave accusation is brought against him. But this 
. business of the law I wish to sleep from this moment till the 
time when it shall come before you ; though I suspect, and 
have had reason (sifting in committees in the House of Com- 
mons) to believe, that there was in the India House a bond 
of iniquity, somewhere or other, which was able to impose in 
the first instance upon the solicitor, tbe guilt of which being 
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cf Motber niture I ihaU ftate beroafter, tliat rour b ptWrfpt 
m»j b« able to dwcorer thjoagh whoa® nwi*, tod irbww 

fimoiilr obttoiod tbw opuuou*. 

boweref, all tM great lan^an had been muoiinoiia opon 
thai occanon, itill it irould hiTB been neceasuT for fir 
He a t i ng ! to mj, I win no t, according to tn^ ommon. Be brought 
to gire an account m a oooit of jnitiee, and I hare got grtat 
lawyera to declare that upon the caae laid before they 
cannot adriae a proaocaticiii | but now u the time for mo to 
coma forward, am being no longer m fear ihtt my (Jefcnce 
may bo tamed agaroft me, I will produce mr defence for the 
•atufiurtion of my maatero and Tindioition of my own 
diaraoteff But beaidea tbia doubtful opinion — for I beliere 
yonr Lordihipt wiU find it no better than a docbtfiil opinion — 
given by pcraona for whom I bare the hlgheat honour, and 
given With a atroug oenaore upon the state cif the caae, there 
■were also eome gntwt lawyora, men of great authoniy in the 
kmgdcon, who gam u fail end decided opinicm that a proaceu* 
tiou ought to be inatitnted againat him } but the court of di* 
recton deoded otherwiae^ th^ o rea ruled thoae c^miooa, and 
ec^ upcm the opinions m favour of 3Xr Haatiogt. '>Yhcn, 
therefore, he knew that the great men in the law wen 
dmded upon the proprae^ of a proeecution, but that the 
direotora had deodM m h» fiivour, be vraa the more strongly 
bound to enter into a jaattileatKm of his conduct. 

But there wai another great reeson which should hare 
induced him to do thia ; one greet lairyw, known to many 
of your lordihipa, Mr ^yer, a very boneat, intelligent man, 
■who had long tarred the Company, and wdl knew tbefr 
nflaira, had giTon an opuuon ccmeertiu^llr Ifaitmgs s con- 
duct in stopping there pweeeutJoDa. There waa an ahrtrart 
qooation pnttoJilr Sayoraitd other ereat lawyers, separated 
from many the dreomitanees of Ibia bnsmess, conoerotiig 
a point ■wnich incidental arose { and tbs waa, whether Itr 
Hnatmgs, as GorcTnor-QcnarnL had a power to to diasolrc 
the oonndl j that, if bo dodared it diasolvod, they could not 
ait and do any ie^ and regular act it was a great goes, 
hon with the lawyer* at the bme, and there ■was a dlfTereaw ^ 
of opmion on jfc Kr Saver was one of thore who were in- 
dmed to bo of opimon that the Gorernor-General hi I a 
power of dissolring the counefl, ai d that the cotraeil cfiW 
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not legally sit after such dissolution ; but "what "was his re- 
mark upon IVIr. Hastings’s conduct ? and jou must suppose 
his remark of more weight, because, upon the abstract ques- 
tion, he had given his opinion in favour of Mr. Hastings’s 
judgment. “The meeting of the coimcil depends on the 
pleasure of the governor; and I think the duration of it 
must do so too. But it was as great a crime to dissolve the 
council upon base and sinister motives, as it woidd be to as- 
sume the power of dissolving if he had it not. I believe he 
is the first governor that ever dissolved a coimcil inquiring 
into his behaviour when he was innocent. Before he could 
summon three councils, and dissolve them, he had time fuUy 
to consider what would be the result of such conduct — io con- 
vince everybody^ beyond a doubt, of his conscious guilt.” 

Mr. Sayer, then, among other learned peome (and if he 
had not been the man that I have descrined, yet from his 
intimate connexion with the Company his opinion must be 
supposed to have great weight), having used expressions as 
atrong as the persons who have ever criminated Mr. Hast- 
ings most for the worst of his crimes have ever used to 
qualify and describe them, and having ascribed his conduct 
to base and sinister motives, he was bound upon that occa- 
sion to justify that strong conduct allowed to be legal, and 
charged, at the same time, to be violent. Mr. Hastings was 
obliged then to produce something in his justification: he 
never did. Therefore, for all the reasons assigned by him- 
self, drawn fi:om the circumstances of prosecution and non- 
prosecution, and from opinions of laivyers and colleagues, the 
court of directors at the same time censuring his conduct, 
and strongly applauding the conduct of those who were ad- 
yerse to him, Mr. Hastings was, I say, from those accumu- 
lated circumstances, bound to get rid of the infamy of a con- 
duct which could be attributed to nothing but base and 
sinister motives, and which could have no effect but to con- 
vince men of his consciousness that he was guilty. Prom all 
these circumstances I infer, that no man could have endured 
this load of infamy^and, to this time, have given no explana- 
tion of his conduct, unless for the reason which this learned 
counsel gives, and which your lordships and the world will 
give, namely, his conscious guilt. 

AJfter leaving upon your minds that presumj'tion, not to 



018 


Mnoli nr thj DnrEuanmrr or 


opcrato witboat jjtoo^ fcut to opmte wjtL th^ anw/ 
(tboo^ I take it, there are sosm prtfniDfitioitt to the 
{{iil ien^ trf* ^rocrf), X ahatt not preia it to the length to 
which I thmk it wooid go, tmt uie it o% u tnuhaij, 115- 
mtmgi and compnrgitoij of tH the other endenco that go 
al(^ with It 

iSero I* affother cirannatcnee whidi omrt come before 
joar lordihipa fa this btuioeae. If 7011 find that ilj- Hait- 
inga hM recerred the two Ucki of rupee*, tbca jon will find 
tfab be wwfc guilty, without colour or proteat of any land 
whfiterec, of actmg fa nolatjaii of lus coTBhanJ^ of actfag fa 
T i ola t io n . of the lawi and all t 3 a© role* of bcmoar and con- 


ftoenee. If you fUid that be hai taken the lack and a h«3^ 
which ho adnnta, trut which he jurtidea nn^ the pretence 
of an aitertainmeot, I ahal! beg to uy aooiething to jcnir 
iordafape ecaoemwg thatynaliilcatusi 
The jtiitijEeatian act np ii, that he went up from Calcutta 
to ^Toonhedahad, and petd a rmt of three moDtlak and that 
there on aDowuce wu made to him of £^00 * day m Uea 
of an Atartainmenb. Kov. my lorda, 1 lc«re h to yon to 
detennme, if there was anu a cnatom, whether or no hu 
corenaat joatiJ^ b* cosfonnify with it 1 remenihex Lord 
Coke, talking of the ^reioa law in Ireland, eayi, it u no law 
but a lewd coatoitb A gorernoT la to confeata hiaia^ to 
the lawe of hie own coantir, to the ffapBlathau of thoee that 
employ him, and not to the lewd cuatoma of any other «run- 
try I thoee caaioBif are more hosonred fa the breach than 
in the ohaeTtance. If Mr i&atmn waa really feuted and 
entertained with themignifiwnce of the eounby, if there waa 
an entertaiiunetit of dai^l giri* brerarft out fo amoae him 
fa hta Wsaw boota, if he wi* fouated with the and 
ereiT other Jtenuy, there la emnethiDg to be *aid for him, 
tl^ngh I ah^d not juati^ * earenior-genetBl waittog hi# 
dayain that manner. Bot m hero araa no entertainniMt 
could aiunmt to anch * tins ; and he haa nowhere 
prored the enatenee <rf tTKh * cuitom- 

But if mch * coatorn dA criat, wUct t eofaend U raore 
honoored in the breach than fa the oheerronce, that certw 
h eapeWe of heujj: atmaed to the groaaert titerttont 
that it ww *0 abuaed, ^1 atrike your lordafape’ mmoa to 
aoch a that I hardly need deta3 tba eircomrta»«* 
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of it "Wliat ! £200 to be given to a man for one day’s en- 
tertainment ? If there is an end of it there, it ruins nobody, 
and cannot be supposed, to a great degree, to corrupt any- 
body] but when that entertainment is renewed, day after 
day, for three months, it is no longer a compliment to the 
man, but a great pecuniary advantage; and, on the other 
hand, to the person giving it, a grievous, an intolerable bur- 
den. It then becomes a matter of the most serious and 
dreadful extortion, tending to hinder the people who give it, 
not only from giving entertainment, but from having bread 
to eat themselves. Therefore, if any such entertainment 
was customary, the custom was perverted by the abuse of its 
being, continued for three mon^s together. It was longer 
than Ahasuerus’s feast. There is a feast of reason and a 
flow of soul ; but Mr. Hastings’s feast was a feast of avarice 
and a flow of money : no wonder he was unvsdlling to rise from 
such a table; he continued to sit at that table for three months. 

In his covenant he is forbidden expressly to take any 
allowance above £400, and forbidden to take any allowance 
above £100, without the knowledge, consent, and approba- 
tion of the coxindl to which he belongs: — now, he takes 
£16,000, not only without the consent of the council, but 
without their knowledge; without the knowledge of any 
other human being : it was kept hid in the darkest and most 
secret recesses of his own black agents and confidants, and 
those of Munny Begum. "Why is it a secret ? Hospitality, 
generosity, virtues of that kind, are full of display ; there is 
an ostentation, a pomp in them ; they want to be shown to 
the world, not concealed. The concealment of acts of charity 
is what makes them acceptable in the eyes of Him with 
regard to whom there can be no concealment : but acts of 
corruption are kept secret, not to keep them secret from the 
eye of Him, whom the person that observes the secrecy 
does not fear, nor perhaps believe in; but to keep them 
secret from the eyes of mankind, whose opinions he does fear 
in the immediate effect of them and in their future conse- 
quences. Therefore, >he had but one reason to keep this so 
dark and profound a secret, till it w'as dragged into day in 
spite of him ; he had no reason to keep it a secret, but his 
knowing it was a proceeding that could not bear the light. 
Charity is the only virtue tliat I ever heard cf, that derives 
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fhmiU retirement ai^TBrt of it* htttw} the otben reoiore 
to be inreod »bTOodlnt&ela«of daj Buoh andJe* ihonW 
not bo md tnidep a brubd* and, IDa the iHaiiun&tioo* wbidi 
menHffbt up when they mean to expi e w greet W*iid great 
mtcnmceaioe for a greet ercnt, their Tciy ■plendoup U a pert 
of tbftr exceUe uc e. "W^a upon our feast* Ught up thia wmIo 
capital aty j •we m our fottt* innto all the •woriS to partake 
them, ilr Hastmga {easti in the dark j Mr Hastmgi feasts 
alooe ] Mr Hastiogi feasts like a •wild beast ; be growls m 
the c omer o rcr the dymg and the dead, like the tufer* of 
that oouutry, who dew thrfr prey Into the jm^ee. Nobody 
know* of it till he IS brought mto judgment for the dock be 
has destroyed. His ts the ntertsuuDeni of Tsntalos; it Is 
an entertainment from whioh the inn hid Ms 

But •TBS It an entertainment upon a nsit r 'W’ta Mr 
Hastmgi upon a Tint f No, be was executing a eommisrioo 
for the Company m a rillsge m the neighbouTtiood of Moor 
■hedabad, and by tko means upon a Tvit to the Nabob. On 
the contraiT, be was upon aomethiog thst might be more 
properlr aaBeJ • he came as a heavy eahuaitr, 

like a f^uw or a peatOence on a countiyi he nme there fo 
do the s ffiqest act m the world, as he mmsolf eiprreaes, 
to take the bread — litenhy the bread, from abore a tbou> 
sand of the noblei of the country, end to reduce them to a 
situation whidh no Tuan can of •withoot sbudderuig 
■When you eonader irlule h© was thus entertained 
hinwitf ^ was fkmishmg fourteen hundred of the nobility 
tmA gentry of the country, ytm will not eoacciro it to be any 
extenuation of Ms crime*, that he was there not upou a risic, 
hot upon a duty the harsne*t that could be executed, both 
to the persons who executed and the people who tnUbrcd 
from it. 

It is mentioned and tnppoaed in the obserratiotts upon 
this ctw * , though no oreutiiitanees rdstiro to the peraon or 
tbo nature of the riut are stated, that this expense w*i 
eoroething which he might hare charged to the Company, 
and did not. It Is Brit supposed byithe learned eotunri 
who made the obterraboo, that it was a public, allowfth 

acknowledged thing j then, that ho had not chai^ <m Com- 

«mT anidh^ forYk I hare looked into (hat tmilccretfa 
Ui first place, I eoc do such custom , and if there was such 
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» cujBtom, there was the most abusive misemplojinent of it. 
1 iiud, that m that year there -was paid from the Company’s 
cash account to the Gtovemor’s travelling charges (and he had 
no other journey at that end of the year^ 80,000 rupees, 
which is about £3000 ; and when we consider that lie was 
in the receipt of near £30,000, besides the nuzzers, which 
amount to several thousand a year, and that he is allowed 
£3000 by the Company for his travelling expenses, — is it 
right to charge upon the miserable people, whom he was de 
frauding of their bread, £16,000 for his entertainment ? 

■ I find that there are also other great sums relative to the 
expenses of the committee of circuit, which he was ujion. 
How much of them is applicable to him I know not. I say, 
that the allowance of £3000 was noble and liberal ; for it 
is not above a day or two’s journey to Moorshedabad, and by 
his taking his road by Elissenagore, he could not be longer. 
He had a salary to Hve upon, and he must live somewhere ; 
and he was actually paid £3000 for travelling charges for 
three months, which was at the rate of £12,000 a year — a 
large and abundant sum. 

If you once adctiit that a man for an entertainment shall 
take £16,000, there never wiU be any bribe, any corruption, 
that may not be justified ; the corrupt man has nothing to 
do but to make a visit, and then that very moment he may 
receive any sum imder the name of this entertainment ; that 
moment his covenants are annulled, his bonds and obligations 
destroyed, the act of parliament repealed ; and it is no longer 
bribery, it is no longer corruption, it is no longer peculation ; 
it is nothing but thanks for obliging inquiries, and a compli- 
ment according to the mode of the country, by which he 
makes his' fortune. 

What hiuders him from renewing that visit ? If you sup- 
port this distinction, you will tea^ the G-ovemor-General, 
mstead of attending his business at the capital, to make jour- 
neys through the country, putting every great man of that 
country under the most ruinous contributions ; and as this 
custom is in no manner confined to the G-ovemor-G-eneral, 
but extends, as it muofc upon that principle, to every servant 
of the Company in any station whatever, then, if each of them 
were to receive an entertainment, I ivill ventore to say that 
the greatest ravage of an hostile army could not indeed de* 
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tion be ‘stood iu to tlie court of directors, and from the at- 
tempt he made to justify that conduct. I believe your lord- 
ships \vill think both one and the other strong presumptions 
of his criminality, and of his knowledge that the act he was 
doing was criminal. 

I have another fact to lay before your lordships, which af- 
fords a further presumption of his guUt, and which will show 
the mischievous consequences of it ; and I trust your lord- 
ships -wiH not blame me for going a little into it. Tour 
lordships know we charge, that the appointment of such a 
woman as Munny Begum to the guardianship of the Kabob, 
to the superintendency of the civil justice of the countiy, 
and to the representation of the whole government, was made 
for no other purpose than that through this corrupt woman 
£16,000 a year, the whole tattered remains of the Nabob’s 
grandeur, might be a prey to Mr. Hastings ; it could be for 
no other. Now your lordships would imagine, that after 
this, knowing he was already grievously suspected, ho would 
have abstained from giving any further ground for suspicion 
by a repetition of the same acts through the same person ; 
as no other reason could be furnished for such acts, done di- 
rectly contrary to the order of his superiors, but that he 
was actuated by the influence of bribery. Your lordships 
would imagine, that when this Munny Begum was removed 
upon a charge of corruption, Mr. Hastings would have left 
her quiet in tranquil obscurity, and that he would no longer 
have attempted to elevate her into a.situatiori which furn- 
ished against himself so much disgrace and obloquy, and 
concerning which he stood charged with a direct and posi- 
tive act of bribery. Tour lordships well know, that upon 
the deposition of that great magistrate, Mahomed Beza Hhdn, 
this woman was appointed to supply his place. The Govern- 
or-General and council (the majority of them bein^ then 
Sir John Clavering, Colonel Monson, and hJr. Prancis) had 
made a provisional arrangement for the time, until they 
should be authorized to fill up the place in a proper manner. 
Soon after there catqe from Europe a letter expressing the 
satisfaction which the court of directors had received in the 
acquittal of Mahomed Beza KBan, expressing a regard for 
his character, a high opinion of his Unities, and a great 
disposition to make him some recompense for his extrema 
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ruffcnng ; md accordingly they ordered that he ibordd be 
again emplcyed. Hanug do exact ideij of the itato of 
employmffliti m that country, they made t miitake in the 
■peciflo employment for irhioh they named him , for being 
a Slahomedaa, and the bead of the MtWedana in thS 
connti^, he iraa named to an. office which rnnat be hdd by 
a Gentoo But tiie m^on^ 1 hare just nam^ who nerw 
^dearoored by tcaj baee and (kluxiTe meatu to fly from tiieir 
duty, or not to execute it at all because they were deaned 
to eaecute it m a war m whieh they could not execute it, 
followed the epmt of me order ; and finding tW Mahomed 
Beia Khlji, b^re hu rntprieouawnt and trial, h«d been in 
poseemm of another employment, they fcdlowcd the ipmt 
of the mitraotiona of the dueotora, rejdaced him m 
that employmecit ( W which means there was an end put 
to the goreruTnent oi Manny Begum j the county r e re ne d 
to rti natural state, and men of the fint rank m t!w cotmtw 
wore placed m the drat situations ih it. yhe scat of judi* 
cature was flUed with wisdom, grarityj and learning, and 
Muony Begum sunk mto that s^utioQ into whieh a woosn 
who Old engaged In the practacea tt^t she had been 
engaged in naturellr would siA at hmr tune of hfe. Hr 
Heatings restated tms appointment He trifled with the 
Oompany’i orders on account of the letter of them, and eu> 
deerourM to disobey the apint of them, ^owere^ the ma< 
ion^ orerbore himj they put Mahomed Seia TChin into 
ms former mtuatiaa, and as a proof and seel to tbe hooour 
and Tirtue of their dianoter, there was not a bire^ of sue* 
piooD that had any eorropt motire for tins coudocb 
Th^ were odious to many of the India House here | they 
T*ere odami to that cornet infloeoce which had begun and 
was going on to ruin India. Botin tho&eoofaQ thisodiam, 
they gare the appointment to Mahomed ^doza Khln, be- 
cause the act coptamed in itself its own justifleatkm. Mr 
Hasttngt nmiju a Tiolent protest against it, sud rensted it tc 
the best of his power, always In fsTour of ilunny Begum, as 
your lordships will see. Mr IT s itingi sent this protest io 
the directors j but the directors, ss sdon as the esse come 
before them, acknowledged their error, and pra is ed tbe ma- 
fonty of tbe council, 8ir /oho Clarenng, Cokmel 3foo*M*< 
and ^ Pranas, for the wise and bowmrahle part they had 
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tnkon xiuor the occaPion, by obontig the fpirii nnd not Iho 
letter; commended the net they hf.d done; confirmed l\In- 
homod Hern Kh^n in hip plnce; nnd to prcvotit thnt grent 
mnn from being nny longer the Pport of lortune, nny longer 
llic piny of nvnriee between corrnj>t governorp nnd dnneing 
girlp, they gnve him the pledged finth of the Company thnt 
lie fhonld remnin in thnt ofiire up long np his condnet desen'cd 
their protection; it ^YnP n good nnd an hononmblc tenure. 

My lords, poon nftenvnrds there happened two Inmenl.nblo 
dentlip, first of Colonel Monson, nfierwnrdp of Genernl 
Clnvcring. Thnn Mr. iraMings was pet loopc; there w'ns an 
inppcclion and a watch npon Iup comhict, and no more. 
3Ic was then jnst in the same sit nation in which ho had 
stood in 1772. IVhat does he do ? Even just what he did 
in 1772. lie deposes Mahomed Hero Khun, notwithstand- 
ing the Company's orders, notwitliptnnding their pledged 
faith; he turns Inm out, and makes a dislrihiition of two 
lacks nnd a h.nlf of rupees, the snlnry of thnt great mngis- 
tmle, in the manner 1 will now show your lordships. Jlc 
made an arrangement consisting of throe main pnrt.s; tho 
iir.-jt was with regard to the women, the next with regard to 
tho magistracs', the Inst with regard to tho officers of stale of 
the household. 

TIjo first person that occurred to ITaslings was 
Munny Begum, nnd he gave her, not out of that part of tho 
Nabob’s nllowauco which was to support tho scmgHo, hut 
out of the allowance of this very magistrate, jiist ns if such 
0 thing had been done here out of the salary of a lord chan- 
cellor or a lord chief justice, — out of the two lacks and a 
half of TupccB, that is, about .-024,000 or £25,000 a year, bo 
ordered an allowance to bo made to ^lunny Begum of 
72,000 rupees per annum, or .£7200 a year ; — for the Nabob’s 
own mother, whom he thrust, as usual, into a subordinate 
situation, be made an allowance of £3000 ; to the Sudder- 
ul-Huk Kh&n, wbicb is, translated into English, the lord 
chief justice, ho allowed the same sum that he did to the 
dancing girl (which p-as very liberal in him, and I am rather 
astonished to find it), namely, £7200 a year. And who do 
you think was the next public officer ho appointed ? It was 
the Eajah Goordass, tho son of Nundcomar, nnd whoso testi- 
mony he has attempted both before and since this occasion tc 
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wealKL To Mm, hoireTor, he { jdTB on etapIoTuieiit <rf 
£6000 a year, a* if to make the Km tome compene- 

ation to the mane* of the fether And m tbs manner be 
dutribnie* inth a vild and liberal profiisioii between magit* 
tmte* and dancang ciria, the whole ipoQ^JIahomed^Sia 
Ehln, PotwrthttandiTig the Coinpaigr’B direct and poctiTB 
aatarance ^en to hi^ ETerythiug wat done at the 
time to jra^ aa rt waa before, into the hand* of thi* 
fflri the miaerahle I^abob’e whole family j and that thofbM 
lor comiption might be largo enough, he did not take the 
money for tb* danang girl out of the Nabob** wpartte rere- 
nue^ of whidi he and toe dancing giri had thepTirate di»pc«il 
between them. Now, ttpon what pretenoe did he do tQ 
tb* P Hie Nabob had repretemted to Mr Hasting*, th*t he 
waanowofi^, that he was an mdopendjjntioTnw^ prince i 
that being independent and KnrcTtngn m bs situation, and 
betng of age, ho had a r^t to manage b« own concern* 
hunaelf} And therefore ho desired to be admitted to tisat 
managemetrt: and mdeo^ cny lords, oateniiblr. and aoppoatng 
bm to hare been this inaopendent pmce, and that the Oom* 
pany had no authority, or ud oerer oxaroited any anthontr 
OTor bm through hfr Hatting^ tbero might be a good ded 
taid in faroor <n thn request Bot what wu the re^ tbto or 
thecaseP The Nabob wasapnppet in the bandtofMr Haii* 
ingi and Hoony Begmn ( ana jou will find upon prodaeing the 
oorreopandenoe, that he oonfeoc* that she was the ultimate 
obect and end of this rrqoetL 
I thiiik tbi eorre^ndeDco,wherrinswm ii made to port* 
tioa m hia own name for the deration of * dancmg girf. Hi 
utop-motber, abore hinwdf and orerTbody elae, will appear to 
your lordabp* »ocb a cononty e^ I nebere, is not to be foratd 
in the ttate c un ea po ndence of the whole world. The Nabob 
begin* thn* *— * T^w aicellonfT' of that poIi <7 by which bet 
H^bnett the Begum fmeamng ilunny Begmn) (nay her 
ahadow be far extended) formmy, doring tiro time (« her 
odmloatnifaoo, tranaacted tbeaSauw of tho nixnmut in the 
very best and mort adrantageou* mamicr, w**, by mom* of 
the dolttiJoni of cnemif*, dapJ***^ un^ the appoamoee of 
friend*, hidden from me. liarinc lately terloaUf rrforted 
on my own afEau*, 1 am eonrinced that it roa tbe dTitt of 
maternal affection, wa* hjghljr proper, and for my mtrmt | 
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and that except the said Begum is again invested Avith the 
administration, the regulation and prosperity of this family, 
which is in fact her own, cannot he effected. For this cause, 
from the time of her suspension until now, I have passed my 
time, and do so still, in great trouble and maeasiness. As all 
affairs, and particularly the happiness and prosperity of this 
family, depend on your pleasure, I now trouble you in hopes 
that you, likewise concurring in this point, will be so kind as 
to write in fit and proper terras to her Highness the Begum, 
that she will always, as formerly, employ her authority in the 
administration of the nizamut and the affairs of this family.” 

This letter, my lords, was received upon the 23rd of Au- 
gust ; and your lordships may observe two things in it ; first, 
that some way or other this Nabob had been (as the fact was) 
made to express his desire of being released from his subjec- 
tion to the Munny Begum ; but that now he had got new 
lights, all the mists are gone ; and he now finds, that Munny 
Begum is not only the fittest person to govern him, but the 
whole country. This young man, whose incapaci^ is stated 
and never denied by Mr. Hastings, and by Lord CornwalliB, 
and by all the rest of the world who know him, begins to 
be charmed with the excellency of the policy of Munny Be- 
gum- Such is his violent impatience, such the impossibility 
of his existing an hour but under the government of Munny 
Begum, that he writes again on the 26th of August (he had 
really the impatience of a lover), and within five days after- 
wards writes again, so impatienr;, so anxious, and jealous is 
this young man to be put under the government of an old 
dancing woman. He is afraid lest Mr. Hastings should im- 
agine that some sinister influence had prevailed upon him 
in so natural and proper a request. He says, “ Knowing it 
for my interest and advantage that the administration of 
the affairs of the nizamut should be restored to her Highness 
the Munny Begum, I have already troubled you with my 
request, that, regarding my situation 'with an eye of favour, 
you win approve of this measure. I am credibly inform- 
ed that some one of my enemies, from selfish views, has, 
for the purpose of oversetting this measure, written you that 
the said Begum procured from me by artifice the letter I 
wrote you on this subject. This causes me the greatest ai- 
tcnisliment. Please to consider, that artifice and delusioi) 
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are confined to cbett* and uapottom and can neret proceed 
from a pereon of nidi exalted rati, who a the head and 
patron of all the fiumlj of the deeeared Nabob, my fetherj 
end that to be deluded, borog a proof of weaknea and folly, 
can hsTO no relatian to me, except the inTuntor of tim report 
coniidcn me as Told of undentanding, ■tii^ >t> l e u i ca entcd 
me to the ^tlemen ai a hlodtheaf and an l^t. God 
laKm how nanhly anch expremoni appear to me j but as 
the truth or ialaehood haa not yet been fiilly eacertamed, 1 
haTB therefore TO mj nf Bho^ 

it be true, be eo kmd u to inform me of it, that the pmoo 
may be made to anawer for it ” My lorda, here a a reiy 
proper d em and { tbe Nabob a aatojuihed at the vnapieKm 
that andi a Toman ai IXtnmy Begum, whoM bade m youth 
had been ddnaion, should be mable of deluding anroody 
^itonuhing it oerbunly was that a woman who md neen a 
deloder in youth, ahomd be enapected to be the same m old 
agei and that h^ a joung man, abonld he au^ect to her 
artmeee they muti suspect me to be a great blockhead,'* 
be aaja, **if a man of mr rank a to be delude^*' Xherp 
he fbr^ that i( if the unntppy pnnlege of great men to bo 
obeat^ to be deluded, muim more than oOmt persons i but 
he thought it so impoesible m the ease of Munny Begum, 
that he aaya, *“ produce me tbe traitor that could ruppoae it 
poailblo for mo to be deluded, when 1 call for this woman as 
' the gor e moT of tbe country 1 demand aarisfaetkmL.** 1 
rather wonder that kir HastmgB did not inform Mm who it 
wu thjd: had reported so groas and improbable a tale, and 
delmr him up to tbe fair of tbe Nabob 
Ifr Haitmgi » absolutely beiie^ by himi for he re- 
ceirea another letter upon the 8rd ca September Here are 
fonr letters following one anotber quick as post erpretses 
with horna sounding before them. * Oh, I die, I perish I 
■mV, if ilnnire Begum is not put mto the gtrremment of the 
eo mitj y I therefore desire to hoTo her put into tbe gurern* 
ment of the co ^tr y; and that you will not keep me longer 
in ti^ painful tuspenae, but wifi be kindly pleased to wnle 
immediately to the ITtmny Begum, tharthe take on 
the adminiftratlon of the tSam of the nitamut, wUch is, te 
fiujt, her own fiunfly, without the interference of any o<^ 
person whateiTeTi l^r thia you will giro mo complete satliCso* 
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tion.” Here is a correspondence more like an amorous than 
a state correspondence. "Wliat is this man so eager about, 
what in sucb a rage about, that he cannot endure the smallest 
delay of the post ■with common patience — why, lest this old 
woman (who is not his mother, and with whom he had no 
other tie of blood) should not be made mistress of himself 
and the whole country ! However, in a very few months after- 
wards he himself is appointed by Mr. Hastings to the go- 
vernment ; and you may easily judge by the preceding letters 
who was "to govern. It would be an aflront to your lordships’ 
judgment to attempt to prove who was to govern, after ue 
had desired to put the whole government of affairs iuto the 
hands of Munny Begum. How, Munny Begum having ob- 
tained this salary, and being invested with this authority, and 
made in effect the total and entire governor of the country, 
as I have proved by the Nabob’s letters, let us see the con- 
sequences of it*, and then I desire to know whether your" 
lordships can believe that in all this haste, which, in fact, is 
Mr. Hastings’s haste and impatience (for ■v\'e shall prove 
that the Nabob never did or could take a step but by his im- 
mediate orders and directions), — whether your lordships can 
believe that Mr. Hastings would incur all the odium attend- 
ing such transactions, unless he had some corrupt consider- 
ation. 

My lords, ve^ soon after these appointments were made,, 
consisting of Miirmy Begum at the head of the affairs, the 
lord chief justice under her and under her direction, and- 
Bajah Goordass as steward of the household, the first thing 
we hear is, just what your lordships expect to bear upon such 
a case, that this unfortunate chief justice, who was a man 
undoubtedly of but a poor, low disposition, but I believe a 
perfectly honest, perfectly well-intentioned man, found it ab- 
solutely impossible for him to execute his office under the di-- 
rection of Munny Begum ; and, accordingly, in the month of 
September folio-wing, he sends a complaint to Mr. Hastings 
— “That certain bad men bpd gained an ascendency over 
the Nabob’s temper^ by whose instigation he acts.” After 
complaining of the slights be receives from the Nabob, he 
adds, “ thus they cause the Nabob to treat me, sometimes ■with' 
indignity, at others -with kindness, just as thej^ think proper 
to advise him : their •view is, that by compelhng me to ois- 
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plwtarti at and) im?rorthy tjmtmmt, thej aay tom m« 
wiiher to relmgniali in/ stiiiioii, or to /sn iritli tbem, and act 
b/ their adrice, md aOTKioit creaturea of tbenr reeommenda* 
tioiL to the di£aerkt officea, &an which th^ tcuht drtrwppo* 
fit to themielTea," Thia ja foUowtd by another letter, in 
which he ahowawho thoaecornipt men were that h ad 
thaaace nden ey cneg* tbo JffthQh*atainpBT— ~ Tiipn oly^fKi»ip nmii<h« 
of Minmy Becom , one of tbem her direct Instroiaeiit in 
bribery with Ilr Haatmga. "What rm would expect from 
aneh a tttte of thin^ acoordJng^y niippened. Bre^hmy 
m the conrae of justice wa* confounded} all responsi* 

bftrty destroyed , and nothing hat a aoeaie of fbige:y,pecala- 
tkm, and knareiy of ereey kmd and deemptaon premied 
through the countrr, and totally disturbed all order and ^na* 
tice in it He atys, ^ The Begnm'a mituften before my ammi, 
with the adrtce of thaircoun^ort, caosed the Haboo to si^ 
a receipt d eona^ence of which they receired at two 
ferent enneanear fiO.OOO rupees^ in the name of the offletraef 
the adawlot fot^dany, from the Oompeny*a arm} and 
hsnog drawn np an tecoont current m the manner ther 
wiah^ they got the Habob to aim h, and then aent it to me." 
In the eame ktter he aaaerta, ^that thcao people bare the 
Habob enfiraiy in tb«r power " 

My lords, you see here Mr Haatnigs eajalliug tho comipl 
eanu^ of tou wicked old woman to draw upon the Com> 
noi^s treasuiy at their pkaaore, nndnr fwgtd papeta of tho 
KtMb, for juat anch momei aa tbey please^ under tho name 
and pretence of giving it to the oiE<*T* of justice, but whiA 
they distribute among tbemselvca as they think fit. This 
complaint was soon followed by another, and they fomisii, 
first, the strongest prcBumphre proof of the corrupt taoijrea 
of Mr Hastings { and, aecomfly, they show tbe horrible mis* 
chleroos efleets of bia conduct nptm tbe eouutty. 

Jn oonsegaenco of the first complaint, Mr lIastJo« di- 
rects this independent Nabob not to cuneern himacif any 
longer with the foujdarry Tho Nabob, who tad before d^ 
dared that tho lupmntcndemce of all tbj offices belonged ta 
him, and was to bo executed by fcirasdlj or under his <wdera 
jnstantly ob^ Mr Hastings, and declares ho will no1 
fere in the hniinest of tVw courU any more. Toot lon^^ 
wiU obeerre foitbcr, that the complaint is not igamst tba 



■NVATIREK IIASTIirQS, XCQ. 


331 


Nabob, but against tbc creatures and Ibo menial servants of 
Mutiny Begum, and yet it is ibo Nabob he forbids to inter- 
fere in tins business ; of ibo olbers bo tabes no notice ; and 
tins is a strong proof of tbc corrupt dealings of blr. Hastings 
witb tins -woman. — ^Ybon Ibe n-bolc country -was fallen into 
confusion under tbc adminisl ration of ibis woman and under 
her corrupt ministers, men basc-boni and employed in tbo 
basest offices (tbe men of tbc bousebold train of tbo -women 
of rank in that country arc of that description), be -n-rites to 
tbe Nabob again, and bimsclf confesses tbo mischiefs tliat 
had arisen from bis corrupt arrangements. 

“ At your Excellency’s reejuest, 1 sent Suddcr-ul-IJuk 
Klian to take on bim the administration of tbc aflairs of tbo 
ada-wlut and pbousdarr}’, and hoped by that means not only 
to b.ave given satisfaction to your Excellency, but that 
tbrougli bis abilities and experience these afiairs would have 
been conducted in such manner ns to have secured tbc 
peace of tbc countr)* and tbe happiness of tbc people ; and 
it is -with tbc greatest concern I learn that this measure is so 
far from being attended with tbc expected advantages, that 
tbe affairs both of tbc pbousdarrv and adawlut are in tbe 
greatest confusion imaginable, and daily robberies and mur- 
ders are perpetrated throughout tbc country. This is evi- 
dently owing to tbe want of a proper authority in tbe person 
appointed to superintend them. 1 therefore addressed your 
Excellency on the importance and delicacy of tbe affairs in 
question, and of tbe necessity of lodging full power in tbe 
bands of the person chosen to administer them. In reply 
to which your Excellency expressed sentiraeuts coincident 
-with mine. Notwithstanding which, your dependants and 
people, actuated by selfish and avaricious -idews, have by 
their interference so impeded the business, as to throw the 
whole country into a state of confusion, from which nothing 
can retrieve it but an unlimited power lodged in the hands of 
the superintendent. I therefore request that your Excellency 
-ndU give the strictest injunctions to all your dependants not 
to interfere in any^manner with any matter relative to the 
affairs of the adawlut and pbousdarry; and that you -will 
yourself relinquish aU interference therein, and leave them 
entirely to the management of Sudder-ul-Huk Khdn. This 
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it tbwliildr ntctmarj to rwtore the eountiT to a bUt« of 
traaqaiDiW.”'’ 

My 1 <xIa, ■riidt endenco do wo produce to tout lordtfupa 

of tie conawoaoce* of Hr Hutingi'e corrupt meamree f 

Hi* owtu He here gire* you the state mto winch the coun- 
tiy wa» thrown by the cnmnifll interference of the wicked 
woman whom be nad eetahliabed m power, totally luper- 
aedmi' the regular judicial aothonty of the cou n try, and 
throwing ererything into confa*it>m~Aa Tuual, there t* roch 
irregnlanty m hu oonduct, and hu erune* are to mnltiplk^ 
that aU the contnYincea of mgennity are unable to oorer^ 
them t now and then be come* and betray* hunaelfi and 
here be eonfmee to you hia own weakncM and the eShcts of 
hia own corruption ; — he had appointed iloni^ Begum to 
thia office of power, be dare not tay a word to her upon her* 
abuie of it, but be lay* the whole upon the Kaboh. '^Then 
the chief justice com^am* that thcae cnme* were the cao> 
eeg[uenca of Manny Begum’a interfareDce, axHi were com- 
nutted by her crealure*, w^ did be not say to the Naholv 
ibe Begum moat not inter/m t the Becuai^i ounuehs most 
not interfere f He dared not , Mcan*e tuat woman had eon* 
coaled all the bribea but one from pnbbe notice to gratify 
him } abe and Tatlbtr-AlioEbAn, her minuter, who had the 
principal ihare m thi* dratniction of juatice and perrertloii 
of all the principal functiona of goresument, had it in tbeir 
power to dacorer the whole. AH’ Heating* was obbged, in 
eonaei^uenee of that concealment, to iuppori her and to lup* 
port him, Erory eril pnnmple waa at work. He bought a 
mereenary tSence to pay the lomo beck to them, It wat 
a wicktd tilenee, the concealment of their common i^t. 
There wa* at once a oornqit gratilnie operating mutually by 
a e uT T up t mflnence on both, and a corrupt feor influencing 
the mind of Mr Hastinci, which did not permit him to put 
an end to this scene of dniorder and couFusion, bought at the 
expense of£21,000 a year to the Comj^y Ton wiU here- 
after aee what use be make* of the eriaenco of T'alibtr-Alf* 
Blin and of thb woman for conceahne tijieir guilt. 

Tour lord*hip* will oUerre, that the rirtuou* ms^ty. 
whoae reign wa* but *bort, and two of whoa died of g^f 
and TOiatioa under tho impediment* which they tret with 
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from the corruptions and oppositions of ]\Ir. Hastings (their 
indirect murderer ; for it is well known to tlm world that 
their hearts were thus broken), put their conduct out of all 
suspicion. Por they ordered an exact account to bo kept by 
!Manomed Ecza Khan ; though, certainly, if any person in 
the country could be tTUsted, iic, upon his cheraclcr, might ; 
but they did not trust him, because they knew the Company 
did not suffer them to trust any' man : they ordered an exact 
account to be kept by him of the Nabob’s expenses, which 
finally must be the Company’s expenses ; they ordered tbo 
account to be sent down yearly to bo controlled, if neccs- 
Bnry, whilst the means of control existed. 'WHiat was Mr. 
Hastings’s conduct ? He did not give the persons whom ho 
appointed any order to produce any account, though their 
character and circumstances were such as mado an account 
ten thousand times more necessary from them than from 
those from whom it bad been in former times by the Com- 
pany strictly exacted. So that bis not ordering any account 
to be given of tbo money that was to be expended leaves 
no doubt that the appointment of Munny Begum was in 
pimsuance of bis old system of bribciy, and that be main- 
tained her in office, to tbo subversion of public justice, for 
the purpose of robbing, and of continuing in tbo practice of 
robbing, the country. 

But though this continued longer than was for the good 
of the country, yet it did not continue absolutely and rela- 
tively long ; because the court of directors, as soon as they 
heard of this iniquitous appointment, which glared upon them 
in all the fight of its infamy, immediately wrote the strong- 
est, the most decided, and the most peremptory censure upon 
him, attributing his acts, every one of them, to the same 
causes to which I attribute them. Asa proof that the court 
of directors saw the thing in the very light in which I re- 
present it to your lordships, and indeed in which every one 
must see it, you wiU find that they reprobate all his idle 
excuses ; that they reprobate all the actors in the scene ; that 
they consider everyjihing to have been done, not by the 
Nabob, but by himself; that the object of the appointment 
of Munny Begum was money, and that the consequence of 
that appointment was the robbery of the Nabob’s treasury. 
“ We by no means approve yeur late proceedings, on tbo np- 
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pLcatkm of the Nohob Ubbaredc nl Porlob, for the ra-oorri 
of the nnib soubahdfo* 2bo re^mfitian of ilobereck cl 
Dowkh WM improper and imiHendlj, beooaio hfi aatt 
Hot© knoira thai the late oppomtnient of Mabomrd Boa 
KhAa to the office of naib eoaoshdar bad been zotrked nib 
the Companr’e epecxal opprohahon j aod that the eonrt of 
dirocton had aarared them of thorn farour, bo long a« a firm 
ottachmept to the Compaz)j*B mtoroft and a proper diicbaige 
of the dotioi of hrs rtjibon ahoaJd TWider ^im vorth/ cf 

theor protection, Wetharafororepoat our dedarabcinjtliitto 
require the diamwion of a prime mmiater thna cntnm* 
etiuice^ mthontprodumn^ tboamaUeet proof of Immfldelity 
to the Oompenj, or rentunug to charge him with om uutineo 
of mal4dnimJjtRit]an m the discharge of hia pnbbo da^/Vai 
improper, and mconsiatent wiUi the friendthinaobiiibiig be- 
tween the Nabob of Bengal and the Oomponj " And further 
on tbey eaj — “ The Nabob haring intunated that be had 
rep«tedlT ftntrd the trouble end uneaainws rrhieh be had 
fiffiered trom the naibship of the miainnt being reeted to 
Hahomed Beta Kh&n, we obaerre one of the meaben ct 
jour board demred the Nabob's repeated letters on the lol^ 
might be read , bat this reasonable request rraa orerrcuedi 
on a plea of aanog the board’s tzme, whi^ we can br no 
means admit as a soffic'ent olgeotion. The Nabob's letters 
of tbe SOth and 80tb August, of the 8rd Bepteraber, and 17tb 
Norember, loare us no doubt of the true design of this extra- 
ordinary boamoasbeiiiff to bring fonrard Jlunny Begum, and 
again to inroat ber wlui improper poirer and influence, nc*- 
^mhatandmg oar former deolintioa that so grat a of 
the Nabob's allowanee bad been embezzled or misapplied 
under her sapenotendcnce.” 

At preeent, I do not think it necesery, beetaso it irocJd 
be doing more than enough, it would be aUying the stom, 
to sbenr your lordships what Mr UastiDgs'a motires were m 
acting against the arnao of tbe !East>India Oompiny, an- 
poinled^ an act of paritBtnmt to control him j that he dil 
it for a eorropt purpose i that oil his, pretences were £»1« 
and fraodulen^ and that bo bad bis own corrupt riews in the 
whole of the proceedii^ Bat, m the statement wbeh I 
hare giTen of t m matte^ I beg your lordship* to obsenr* th* 
faatrumenta with which Jlr. llaiUngf oets, Tbe great mea 
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of that country, and particularly the souhnhdar himst.f the 
Nabob, are and is in so equivocal a situation, that it afforded 
him two bolting holes, by which he is enabled to resist tho 
authority of the Company, and exercise an arbitrary authority 
of his own ; for, though the Nabob has the titles of high sovc- 
reignty, he is the lowest of all dependants: he appears to be 
the master of the countiy ; he is a pensioner of tho Com- 
pany s government. 

TVhen Mr. Hastings wants him to obey and answer hi^ 
corrupt purposes, he finds him in the character of a pen- 
sioner; when he wants his anthority to snpport him in op- 
position to the authority of the Company, immediately be 
invests him ^th higb sovereign powers ; and he dare not ex- 
ecute the orders of the Company for fear of doing some act 
that will make him odious in the ej es of God and man. We 
•see how he appointed aU ofiicers foi him, and forbade his in- 
CTence m all affairs. "When the Company see the impro- 
pnety and tho guilt of these acts, and order him to rescind 
toem, and appoint again Jlahoraed Heza Klidn, he declares 
e Will not : that he cannot do it in justice, but that he will 
con^nt to send him the order of the Company, but without 
acKing it^th any order of the board; whicli, supposing 
Ten there had been no private communication, ivas in other 
■^ords commanding him to disobey it. So tliis poor man, 
wh^ ^ before was at the feet of Mr. Hastings, 
om^. Hastings declared to be a pageant, ^and swore in 
3'^ce that he was but a pageant, and followed 
^ affidavit with long declarations in council, that he was a 
pageant hi sovereignty, and ought in policy ever to be held 
as such, — ^this cian he sets up in opposition to the Com- 
refuses -o appoint IMahomed Eeza Khan to the 
^ce which Was marantied to him by the express faith of the 
his support. "Will any man tell me 
at this lesistanij under su(m base though plausible pre- 
tences, could from any other cause than a resolution 
of persisting B^iatically in his course of corruption and 
hribery through Sogum ? • 

But there 'ther circumstance, that puts tbis^ in a 
stronger light • VBPOses the Nabob’s mock authority to 
the authontv of Company; and leaves Mahomed ^eza 
Khdn unemploy ^ says, he cannot in justice 
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exccuU order! from tiie Coropanj (tHoa^ ihej nro U* ti& 

doubted marten), oonttmry to the nghti of the Nabob Too 

wde what the nghti of the Nabob were i the nghti of the 
Nabob were to be gororned bj llxumj B^om end her 
soandaloua mmiatera. Bat, bcFwerer, we aow aee him exalted 
to bo an Independent wrereim j be defLea tbe Company at 
the head of thefr anmea end their treaaniy j that name, that 
rnafce a all Ihdta ahahe, waa defied by one of lU pensioDer! 
My lorda, human ffretitneaa » an ungtable thing Thn man , 
BO aoddenlT exalt^ waa aa aoon depreaaed j and the mm* 
ner of hii depreaeion la ai conoua aa Ha exaltatioo 

br Mr Haatinga , and will tend to abow you tbe man moat 
ciMly-i — Mr FranciB, whoae conduct tH along waa dirocted 
XK> other prm<Mplea than thoae which wore m cobfon n ity 
'tntb tbe plan adopted by bimagjf and hla Tmtuous coUeagoea, 
namefy, su entire obedtoice to the lawa of hn coun tr y, and 
wbo conatontly had oppoaed Mr Hastmn upon principles of 
honour, and prmcaple< of obedience to ^ authority of the 
Company, under which bo acted, had nerer contended for 
any one tba% in any way, or m any instance, but obedwnre 
to them, and had coustaBtly asaerted that Mabomed Beta 
Khln ought to be put into employment. M> Hastily aa 
constantly oppoaed aim , and tbe reason he care for it was, 
that it was agamst the direct rights of the Nabob; and that 
they were nghti ao sacred, that they omld not be mfringed 
eren by the aoreragn antbon^ of tbe Company orderutf him 
to do it. He bad ao great an aremon to tho least tubiiae' 
tKm of the Nabob's that, though ce meea ly commanded 
W tho court of directors be would not suffer Jiahomed Beta 
Kbftn to bo imreated with his oiBee under tbe Oompeny’s au- 
thority Ibo Nabob was too aorereign— too supreme £or 
bim to do it 1 but such is the fata of human grandeur, that 
a whimsical erent reduced the Nabob to Ids st^ of peccant 
ogam, and mode him the mere aubject of — you will •« 
WDOm. Mr Hastingi found be waa ao embarrassed by his 
dieobe^ence to the spirit of the orden of tho Company, and 
by the Tanom wild prefects be bad form<^ aa to miie it 
neceswry for him, eren thoopb be had majority in the 
council, to gain oxer at any pnee Mr Franc^ Jtr. Fraaciv, 
frightened by the aame miserable situation of aflairs (for 
tl£ happened at a most dangerous period — the bright of tbs 
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JMaliralin war), was willing likewise to give uj) liis opposition 
to i^lr. Hastings, to suspend the execution oi^ many rightful 
things, and to concede them to the public iicccBsitj\ Ac- 
cordingly, he agreed to tei-ms with Mr. Hastings. But what 
was the price of that concession ? Any base purpose, any 
desertion of public duty P Ho: all that ho desired of Mr. 
Hastings was, that he should obc}* the orders of the Com- 
pany ; and among other acts of the obedience required was 
this, that Mahomed Eeza Kh&n should be put into his oflQce. 

You have heard how hlr. Hastings opposed the order of 
the Conmauy, and on what account he opposed it. On the 
first of September he sent an order to the Nabob, now be- 
come Ilia subject, to give up this office to Mahomed Beza 
Kh&n ; an act, which he had before represented as a dethron- 
ing of the Nabob. The order went on the first of Septem- 
ber, and on the third, this great and mighty prince, whom 
all earth could not move from the assertion of his rights, 
gives them all up ; and ]\Iahomed Beza Khan is invested 
with them. So there all his pretences were gone. It is 
plain, that what had been done before was for Munny Be- 
gum, and that what he now gave up was from necessity: 
and it shows that the Nabob was the meanest of his servants ; 
for in truth he ate his daily bread out of the hands of l^Ir. 
Hastings through Munny Begum. 

Mahomed Eeza Khdn was now invested again with his 
office ; but, such was the treachery of ilr. Hastings, that 
though he "UTote to the Nabob that this was done in conse- 
quence of the orders of the Compnn}^ he did clandestinely, 
according to his usual mode, assure the Nabob that Mahomed 
Beza Khdn should not hold the place longer than till he 
heard from England. He then rn’ote him another letter, 
that he should hold it no longer than while he submitted to 
his present necessity ; thus giving up to his coUeague what 
he refused to the Company ; and engaged, privately, that he 
would dismiss hlahomed Eeza Khan again. And, accord- 
ingly, the moment he thought Mr. Erancis was not in a con- 
dition to give him trouble any longer, that moment he again 
turned out Mahomed Tleza la&n from that general superin- 
tendence of affairs which the Company gave him ; and de- 
posed him as a minister, learing him only a very confined 
authority as a magistrate. All these changes, no less than 
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Toot rerolnhoue, if I m&j » ctfl than, were m.^f hj 
Mi fiiatiDgi for }u* ofWD camipt pnrpows*. Hum i* die 
iMmer in whict Mr Lu pU^ with the nKwt 

■acxed db)oatM that man erar bad » de^Ung with, with the 
KOTOmment — with the rortice — with the ordar — with the 
aiffoily — with the nohmty of a greet cotmtiy he played 
With them to hU own wicEed and cormpt purpoee* 

fhnTogh the bueet mjtmmmt 
Ifow, my lords, I hsT© done with three prmmnticca of 
ooTTaptwn with Munny B^uhl and here ahoiro that it ia 
not A alight aime, bat that tt la attended wr^ a breoeh of 
pnblio faith — with a breech of ha ordeja— -with a breach of 
the whdo English goreminen^ and the deAtnictwn of the 
nabre goremmant-^ the police — the order — the lality— 
the aecunty — and the yastico of the conutry: and that all 
three are much conceoited in thk cauae. Tberefcre tho 
Oommom atand before the &oe of the world and ny, we 
bare hroa^t a oaoee — a greet canJe~~A canae worthy the 
Oommooj of England to prcweente, and worthy the Lords to 
judge and determine np^ 

I bare now oothi^ fbrthar to atata, than what the cooie* 
queoeea are of Hr Haitmgi takliig bribe*, that Mr llaat* 
inga’i taking of bnbea is not onlr ba own oomip tion, but 
the mccrrabre corruption of tbe whole aerrioo. 1 will abow, 
first, that he waa named in 177B to pot an end to that ccr* 
TUpiion. I will ahov that be not i that he knowingly 
and willmglr connired at it| and that that coaniTBiice was 
the prind^ canae of all tbe diaordere that bare hitherto pro* 
■taflrf in that cocnt^ I will abow you that he poaitirely 
refused to obey tbe Company*# order to inquire into and to 
correct the co m rptiona thot prerafled in that coontiy Kcit, 
that bo eatabliahed an trowed system ofconmrtnce, in order 
to gain orer ererytlimg that wa# cornint id tbe country 
And that, lastly, to aeenn it, be gare up all tbe proaccutuo*, 
end enerrated imd took away tbe ado arm left to the Com* 
pony for tbe assertion of antbonty and tbe prr*crrati<<o of 
good moral* and punty m their «mcy 

My lord*, hero ia a letter in the y«r Z773, in wbch the 
court of dJrectora had, upoQ bia own repreaeotJtwm, approrrd 
tome part of hi* conduct j bo is ehamw with their approba- 
tion} he promiae* the greateat thni«i but I bfHeru rear 
lotdahipa w^ see twm the manner in which he proceed* at 
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Hint very instnut, Hint a more dolibernte tystem for not only 
being corrupt liimsclt', but supporting corruption in otlcrs, 
never wns exhibited in any public paper. — “ While I indulge 
the pleasure which I received from tlie past successes of 
iny endeavours, I own I cannot refrain from looking back 
with a mixture of anxiety' on the omissions by whicli I am 
sensible I may since have hazarded the diminution of your 
esteem. All my letters, addressed to your honourable court 
and to the secret committee, repent the strongest promises of 
prosecuting the inquiries into the conduct of your servants, 
which you had been pleased to commit jiarticularly to my 
charge. Tou will readily perceive that 1 must have been 
sincere in those declarations, since it would have argued 
great indiscretion to have made them, had I foreseen my 
inability to perform them. I find myself now under the 
disagreeable necessity' of avowing that inability ; at the same 
time I will boldly take upon me to affirm, that on whomso- 
ever you might have delegated that charge, and by whatever 
powers it might have been accompanied, it would have been 
sufficient to occupy the entire attention of those who were 
intrusted with it, and, even with aU the aids of leisure and 
authority, would have proved ineflectual. I dare appeal to 
the public records, to the testimony of those who have op- 
portunities of knowing me, and even to the detail which the 
public voice can report of the past acts of this government, 
that my time has been neither idly nor uselessly employed : 
yet such are the cares and embarrassments of this various 
state, that although much may be done, much more even in 
matters of moment must necessarily remain neglected. To 
select from the miscellaneous heap which each day’s exigen- 
cies present to our choice, those points an which the general 
welfare of your affairs most essentially depends, to provide 
expedients for future advantages, and guard against probable 
evils, are all that your administration can faithfully promise 
to perform for your service with their united labours most 
diligently exerted. They cannot look back without sacrificing 
the objects of their iiymediate duty, which are those of your 
interests, to endless researches, w'hich can produce no real 
good, and may expose your affairs to all the ruinous conse- 
quences of personal malevolence both here and at home.” 

My lords, this is the first man, I believe, that ever took 
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eredtl for hi* *meenij {ram fa* breach of hi* promUe^—* 1 
could not,” bewT^ • haromade the*6 promiae^ if I had not 
thon^t that I o^d perform them.” Now j find I cannot 
peribim them, and you hare m that TinTu p^i fi' ji iFi«n iH^ and m 
that profeeaion a Boamty for my dncenty when I pT'‘' ^ i f d 
them. Upon thi* pnnafdcL any man who mahet a pnnmae 
hjta nothi^ to do afterwaroi but to tay that he flnu huu' 
self (without a im g n lpg any particular cause for it) unable to 
perform it, not <mlj to justify himaetf for hii non-perform. 
unce, but to justify hlmaelf and oedit for emoenty in 
ha ongmal pmettion. 'Hie thcrge was giren bun tpectaOy. 
and he promised obedience, orer and orer, upon tbo spot, ana 
m the country m wfaidi ho wa* no norice, for be had been 
bred m it it was ha nathro oouotiy in one sense, it was the 
place ofhii reoewed natinty and regeneration. Tet this rery 
man, as if bo was a norice in it, now says, " I promised you 
what I now find 1 caimcrt perform ” Nay, what is wome, be 
dedicrea no man coold p « /o n n it, if he gare up hli wbok 
bme to it t and,Uitly,be says, that tbs mgulra into these cor* 
rupdoni, eren if you sucoMded m it, wotda do more bam 
than Now, was there erer an mstanee of a man so 

basely deserting a doty, and ghnng so base a reason for it f 
Ha dttfy was to put an end to corruption in erety dianael 
of gorernmeut — It cannot bo done. Why ? because it 
woiud expose our adain to malignity and eumity, and end 
perhap* to our disadrantago. Not only wiD bo conniro him* 
odf, but he adnsoi the Company to do it For fear of what f 
for fear that their s ei i ico was oo abandoned and corrupt that 
the display of the aril would tend more to their disreputatwm 
than alfthoir attempts to reform it would tend to (heir terTice 
Mr Hastmgi should naturally bare itoMmed that the law 
was a ic so uice m this desperate ease oi bribery i be telb 
you, that in ® that ehiw of oppression, though they we« 
supported the cries of the pwule and the mo*t sutbentic 
re p resentations, it is ret impoetible in most ea«ea to obtain 
legal proofs.” Here Is a srstem of total despsir upon ^b* 
bnsmest, wUch I hope ani beliere Ufoot a desperaie one. 
ttoJ iss 0 c^ pnrrerf s dstpersiff es9 wteoerer » nilmsai 
attempt has been made to pursue it Here you Cud Lfm 
corrupt, and yon find, In consequence of that eorraptlor^ 
that ho screens the whole body of eomipUon in Indl*, end 
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Ptntcs nn nbpolutc dcppair of n«y j)o?sibili(j, bv nuy nrt or 
ndilrei;?, of putting nu cud to it. iSay, ho telln yovt, tlmt if 
•■omipliou (lid not oxi?l, if it was not connived ut, tlmt thn 
India Comjmny could not exist: whetlicr tlmt be n trutb or 
nut I cannot tell ; but this I know, tlmt it is the most horri- 
ble picture that ever was made of any country. It might 
be said, that there were excuses for omissions, sins of omis- 
sion he calls them, I will show that they were systematic, 
that Mr. Hastings did uniformly profess that he would c.on- 
nive at abuses, and contend that abuses ought to he connived 
at. Mhen the whole mystery of the iniquity, in which he 
iu'mself was deeply concerned, came to light ; wiicn it np- 
pe.nrcd that all the Company’s orders were contnivcncd ; tlmt 
couir.acts were given directly contrary to their orders, and 
upon principlc.s subversive of their government, leading to 
all manner of oppre.'^sion and ruin to the country ; w'lmt was 
Mr. Ifastings’s answer? "1 must here remark, that tho ma- 
jority had not tlic power of establishing 

it." Tlicn he goes on and states other eases of eorrujttion, 
at every one of which he winks. Here he states another 
reason for his connivance: "Sttpposc again," for ho ptits 
another supposition, and thot'C suppositions arc not hypothe- 
ses laid down for argument, but real facts then existing be- 
fore the council examining into grievances ; “ Snjtpose again, 
that any person had benefited himself *’**** uii- 
profitable discussion.” ’ 

Here is a direct avowal of hie refusing to examine into the 
conduct of persons in the council, even in tho highest de- 
partments of government, and the best paid, for fear bo 
should dissatisfy them, and should lose their votes, by dis- 
covering those peculations and corrujjtions, though be per- 
fectly knew them, "Was there ever, since the world began, 
any man who would dare to avow such sentiments, until 
driven to tlio wall ? If be could show' tlmt he himself ab- 
horred bribes, and kept at a distance from them, then bo 
might say, I connive at the bribes of others ; but when he 
acknowledges that bp takes bribes, how can you doubt that 
he buys a corrupt confederacy, and puts an end to any hope 
through him of reformation of the abuses at Bengal ? But 
your lordships will see that be not only connived at. abuse, 
‘ Dccumnnt wanting. * Document wanting. 
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but patrunked it, tnd rapporttd it for b* om pohiieol pur- 
t>o#e^ imc« he ha® ccnfewei that if inqiury into rt created 
film ilblnunour, aud produoed hisi as oppootiou m cotmcil, 
be »mQoed rt to the power of the Cotnpoi^ and the coo* 
ftitutloD of tiicir goremment. — ^Dxd be »o ? [Hie Company 
ordoed him to proaecute tboae people, end their couau^ 
tiou Toqmrod thej abould be proaeouted. 

HnatmgB, the comuying at ft procnrea a majority oT Totea. 
Hie TCry thing that bo wjoght waa iwt worth half the pnco 
he peid for It. He waa eent to reform comiptiona, and m 
order that ho might raform eorrupticoia, he winked at, 
countenanced, and patmniied them, to get a nuyority of Totea ) 
and what waa in £ict a aamflce to hu own fn to eat, ambltkm, 
and oormption, be calla a aacnflce to the Company He 
mita then thu altematire^ ertber giro ereirlhing into my 
Wid, enffer me to go on, and hate no controL or mao I wuu 
at eresy epeaea of oorraptioa. It la a Tomarwle and atn* 
pendont thto^ that when all tbe worid waa alarmed at the 
dtaordera of w Company | when that alarm occcniooed hia 
bong aeat out i and wbe;^ in eonaequence of that alarm, paN 
Uament rmpended tbe eonatitotioD of tbe Oompft;i7, and 
appotstad anotbttr gorem»«n^ Mr Haihnga thoom tell thit 
Cmnpany that parliament had done wrong, and that the pe^ 
ion put at tbe bend of that goremment waa to wink at 
thoae abuaea. — Nay, what ia more, not only doea Mr Hsat' 
mgi declare, upon general prmc^Iea, that it was imposaibie 
ea of India) and that if poaaible 


mgi declare, upon general ormc^Ioa, that it was impotsibie 
to purvue aU the dmaiqiien(» of India ) and that if possible 
to puitue them, miaehief would happen from it ; faut jcnr 
lorc^pa win obserre, that Mr nuragi m this busmess, 
during the whole peri^ of tbe admmts^tion of that body 
which was sent out to Inquiro into and reform tbe corrup* 
Uons of India, ^d not call ono penou to an account ) nor 
except hk TTwrttng^ thia di^, bu any one been called to aa 
account or punished for debaquency IVbcther he will be 
pnnubed or no, tune will show I baro no doabt of yoor 
fordahipa' iustieo, and of tbe Modnota of our caiwe. , 
qho table of House of Oommonf gTxumed urnlcr com* 
plamta of tbe eiiUjnnwing in Inda under tha systen^l® 
conmyance of Mr llastings. Tbe directori had act on foot 
proecoutiona, to be conducted God know* bow) but 
they were, they were their only remedy ) nnd they bqpa 
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fco consider at last, that these prosecutions had taken a long 
oblivious nap of many years; and, at last, knowing that 
they were likely in the year 1782 to be called to a strict 
account about their own conduct, the court of directors be- 
gan to rouse themselves, and they write thus : “ Having in 
several of our letters to you very attentively perused aU the 
proceedings referred to m these paragraphs, relative to the 
various forgeries on the Company's treasuries, we lament ex- 
ceedingly that the parties should have been so long in con- 
finement without being brought to trial.” 

Here, my lords, after justice had been asleep a while, it 
reidved. They directed two things ; first, that those suits 
should be pursued ; but whether pursued or not, that an ac- 
count of the state of them should be given, that they might 
give orders concerning them. 

Tour lordships see the orders of the Company. Did they 
not want to pursue and to revive those dormant prosecu- 
tions f they want to have a state of them, that they may 
know how to direct the future conduct of them with more 
effect and vigour than they had yet been pursued with. You 
wifi, naturally imagine that Mr. Hastings did not obey their 
i)rders, or obeyed them languidly ; no ; he took another part. 
He says, “ having attentively read and weighed the arguments 
# * * * * for withdrawing them.”* Thus he begins 
with the general principle of connivance ; he directly avows 
he does it for a politick purpose ; and when the Company 
directs he shall proceed in the suits, instead of deferring to 
their judgment, he takes the judgment on himself, and says 
theirs is untenable ; he directly discharges the prosecutions 
of the Company ; supersedes the authority of his masters, 
and gives a general release to all the persons who were still 
suffering by the feeble footsteps of justice in that country. 
He gave them an act of indemnity, and that was the last of 
his acts. 

Now when I show the consequence of this bribery, the 
presumptions that arise from his own bribes, his attention 
to secure others fixip. the punishment of theirs ; and, when 
ordered to carry on a suit, his discharging it : when we see 
aU this, can we avoid judging and forming our opinions upon 
two grand points : first, that no man womd proceed in that 
‘ Document wanting. 
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anircMBl pafatmage of unlrti Im vm guflty timwif. 
next, tiiat by a tmirereal cooninnce for fourteen je&rt, be 
ij huneelf the catiae tnd mam-epnng of all the erili, calarm* 
bee, extorticnu and bnbctry that l^te pwaUed and rata^ 
thateonnt^foraolcmnatinieP There ii mdeed no doubt 
mther of hia guilt or of the eonaeqnencet of it, by which be 
hae extmgmiDed the laat atpmwg hope and glimpae that 
remained of procnrmg a maedjlOT lodta of w er^ that 
exiat m it 

I wocld mention, that, aa a aart of poatacnpt, when be 
conld no longer put the gorenunent into the handa of that 
infmmons wonitn, hlunnr he tent an amorous, ten* 

tiraental letter to the Coinpaiiy, detcribing her miaenble 
aituabcm, and admmg the UcrropAny to gire her a pension of 
72,000 mpeea a year to maintain her Be deacribe# ber 
ftitnatiOD in aneh a monng way aa most melt erery heart 
He eappoeea her to be redacod to want by the cruel orders 
of the CJompany, who retain from her money wluch they 
were nem obbgw to give her Una r c prceentattop, whiea 
be makes with u moeh fiuneae ea be represent* bin^f to 
be in a state of the most miserable porer^ and dbtmsi 
he alone made to the Cknnpany, bettuae hi* coQeagnei wonla 
not amntenflnce him ih it; and we find, upon looking over 
Xiord Oomwalha'e last ezaminabon into the whole state of thb 
nnhapprfamily, that tbia womaa waa able to lend to Mobs- 
nck lu BowU £20,000 Jilr Haatinga, how e ver , coaid not 
avoid makiog thia representabon I becattae be knew, that if be 
quitted the country without accormg that woToau by giving 
her a hope that abe could procuro by ha credit h^ that 
money wmcb 1^ hfa autbonW he had before procured for 
her, *ne might then retn)ut a Aacovefy of all the cormpboo 
that had been earned on between them; and therefore he 
•qnandeis sway the treaaure* of the Company, m order to *e* 
cure himself from any such dcteeiioo, and to procure for hum 
self rozanammaa, and all those Bne thing*. He knew that 
Jlanny Begum, that the whrfo aers^ho, that all the couab^ , 
wbomM had put under the domixuan ok Sir John B’Orler, 
that all tho*e people m^t hare made a divcorciy of afl hi* 
corrupt proceemngti ho therefore get* tho ^flbob (oappoiot 
Bir John B'OyleT hi* agent here, with a view of atopjnng hi* 
mouth, and, by t« hope of hik tber £100,000 a year, to i»rf- 
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vent his giniig an nccotinf of ilio dilnpidaiion niid robberj 
that ADR laadc of tlie £l(i0,000 which liad been loft him. 

1 liavc now finished what 1 |iroposoil to say relative to his 
great, fund of briborv. in the fu-sl instance ol' it, namely, the. 
administration of justice in the country. 

There i? another system of bribery, which I shall state be- 
fore my friends protUice the evidence. He nut up all the 
great ofliccs of the country to sale ; he makes use of the 
trust he had of the revenues in order to destroy the whole 
system of those revenues, and to bind them and make them 
subservient to his system of bribery ; and this will make it 
neccs.snry for your lordshijis to couple the consideration of 
the charge of the revenues, in some instancc.s, with that of 
bribery. 

The next day your lordships meet (when I hope I shall 
not detain you so long), I mean to open the second stage of 
his bribery, the period of discovery ; for the first stage was 
the period of concealment. 'When he found his bribes could 
no longer be coucc.aled, he next took upon him to discover 
them himself, and to take merit from them. 

Wlicn I shall have opened the .second scene of his pecula- 
tion, and his new principles of it, when you sec him cither 
treading in old corrupt iou!^, and excelling the c.xnmplca ho 
imitated, or exhibiting new ones of his own, in which of tlio 
two his conduct is the most iniquitous, and attended xvith 
most evil to the Company, I must leave your lordships to 
Judge. 


TRIAL. 

TUESDAY, 5tii MAY, 1789. 

(Me. Btieke.) ^ 

Mx Loeds, — Agreeably to your lordships’ proclamation, 
which I have just heard, and the duty enjoined me by the 
House of Commons, I come forward to make good theii 
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of tigt oniDOB and mitdemeenouii agamit Wtrreti 
Hartingi, E*q^ l*t« GoTertw^Q«neTnl of BffligU, and now a 
pntoner at joor bar Mr lordi, amco I had lait the bommr 
of atanding m Uui place Wow joiar lotdahlpa, an erent haa 
happened, upon which it it diffienlt to fpeak, and impoteiMo 
to he BileTit- My lordt, I har« been diaarowed by tbow who 
sent me ber© to repretent them. Mylordi, I haTehew dia- 
arowed in a matcnal part of that eofa^cnent wiuch I had 
hedged myielf to thia Honae to pei^om. My lotdt. that 
doaTOWBl has been foUowedi hr a centure ; and yet, my lordi, 
ao eenaured and so diaarowo^ and inch an anlbonty. 1 
am lent here again, to thia toe plaee of my odenee, nntW 
the aame commlidon, by the same anthority, to make good 
the fame charge, agai^ the aame delmgnentl My lords, the 
utnation u new and afrful 1 the ntoatian 11 meh ai, 1 behere 
and I am lure, baa nothing like it on the recor da of par^ 
ment, nor prot^ly in the hotoij of mankmd. My lordc, it 
if not only new and liztgalar.bn^ I behere, to many penons, 
who do not look into the troe mtanor nature of aSain, it 
may appear that jt would be to me u morti^nag u It U on* 
procoMted. Bat, my lordi, I bare in thu lunsttcm, and 
upon the eannderatkm of til the dronmatancet, something 
more to feed my mind with than mere ecmaolaticm, heeanie, 
mr lor^ I look upon the -whole of thoe cimmwtanoea, cob- 
ndei^ tc^tber, as the itrongeit, the moat dceiaiTe, and the 
leart eqnirocal proof which S» Oommora of Great Bntafa 
can rtre of their amcenty and tbedr leal m thia proeecabon. 
My lords, is it from a mistaken tendeme** or a blind partw 
ality to me thoi esnsored, they hare icnt mo to this 
place f No, my lords, it is becaw they feci and rccwnlae in 
tbeb own breasti that aebre jprmcipie of josffco, t&f teal 
for the T^ef of the people of Lidia, that teal for tbe honour 
of Great Britain, wnich disraderuei me and my exccUent 
lasociatesi that, in ipite of any defects in eonseqaence of 
that teal which they appUnd, and whOe tb^ censure its intv 
takes, and, because they censure its mistakes, do but m^s 
applaud, tb^ hare *ent me to this pl*^ instructed, but not 
djsmared, to pnriuo this proeecutlon against AVsrren Ifast- 
uiMjEm Toorlordshipswillthererorebepleasedtoooimder 
thL, asi consider it, not as a thing hononrable to me in Ih# 
first pla ce , bat at bearable to the Comtuons if Omt Bri- 
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tain, in whose honour the nntionnl glory in deeply concern- 
ed ; nnd I shall sufler myself with ploaBiire to he pncrificed 
perhaps in what is dcart'r to me than my life, my n.-putation, 
ratlicr than let it be supposed that the Commons should for 
one moment have faltoroA in their duty. }, my lords, on the 
one hand feeling myself supported nnd encouraged, feeling 
protection nnd countenance fi-om this admonition nnd warn- 
ing which has been given to me, will show myself, on the otlier 
hand, not unworthy so great nnd distinguisfied n mark of the 
favour of the Commons, n mark of favour, not the consequence 
of flattery, but of opinion. I shall feel nnimnted nnd encour- 
nged by so noble a reward, na I shall always consider tlic con- 
fidence of the Commons to bo; the only reward, but a rich 
reword, which I have received for the toils and labours of n 
long life. 

The Commons then thus vindicated, and myself thus en- 
couraged, I shall proceed to make ^ood the charge, in which 
the honour of the Commons, that is, the national liononr, is 
so deeply concerned. For, my lords, if any circumstance of 
weakness, if any feebleness of nerve, if any yielding to weak 
and popular opinions and delusions, were to shako us, con- 
sider wnat the situation of this country would be. This pro- 
secution, if weakly conceived, ill digested, or intompcralcly 
pursued, ought never to have been brouglit to your lordships’ 
bar: but being brought to your lordships’ bar, the nation is 
committed io it, and the least appearance of uncertainty in 
ovir ininds would disgrace us for ever. JSsfo perpetna has 
been said. To the glory of this nation, much more be it said, 
esto perpetna ; and I uill say, that as we have raised and ex- 
hibited a theatre of justice, wliich has excited the admiration 
of all Europe, there would be a sort of lustre in ohr infamy, 
and a splendour in the disgrace that we shall bring upon our- 
selves, if we should, just at that moment, turn that theatre of 
our glory into a spectacle of dishonour beyond what has ever 
happened to any country of tho world. 

^he Commons of Gfreat Britain, whilst willing to keep a 
strong and firm harji over all those who represent them in 
any business, do, at the same time, encourage them in the 
prosecution of it, by allowing them a just discretion and lati- 
tude wherever their own orders have not marked a distinc- 
tion. I shall there bre go on ivitb the more cheerful confi- 
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dance, not onlj for the reftoons that I haTC itatcd, but fo« 
another and matenal reason. X know and am tahrfed thar, 
ji the nobleneea of toot judgment, you -will always make a 
dlstmcticin between me person that giros the order and the 
organ that u to execute it. The House of Commons know 
■no such thing aa indiscretiou, uopraden^ or impropriety j it 
)B otherwise with their inatroments. lour lordships very 
well know, that if yon hear anything that sh^ Mpear to 
you to be irgnlar, apt to bring forward the charcejjuit, pro- 
dent. Cogent, you are to gire it to the Commons ox Great tin* 
tain in parltament assembled , if tou should bear from me 
(snd it must be from me slone| and not from any other n>em« 
ber of the committee) anything that is unworthy of that 
ntnation, that cornea feebl^sr^ik, mdigeated, or 111 p rep ar ed 
^ou are to attribate that to tho instTamenk Your lordship' 
judgment would do this without my nying it^ but whilst I 
dafio It on the part of the Commons forthem digul^, I claim 
far myself the necessary indalgcmee that must m giren to all 
weakness. Tour lordshioa, then, will impute It where roa 
would hare Imputed it without my desiru. It b a distinctton 
would naturally hare made, and the rather, because what 
n alleged by ui at the bar la not the ground upon wbkfa you 
are to gire judgment. If not oidr 1, but the whole body of 
managers, had made use of any sueb ex p i es s iona ss I made use 
eren u the Commons of Great Britain in parliament aateto* 
bl^ if the coUeotrro body of parliament, if the toace of Eo* 
ropev had used them } if we bM spoken with the tougucs of 
men *nd you, in the seat ot judicature, are not to re* 

gsrd what we say, but what we prore i you are to consider 
whether tb© ehsrgo is well substantiate snd proof brought 
out, by legal infetrence and aiwiment. Tou know,sud I stn 
sure the habits of jod^g wh»«» your lordship hare aeijQired 
by mttuig in judgment, must better inform you than any other 
inen, that tho duties of life, In order to be w^ performea, most 
be mrthodiied, separatei arranred, and harmonised, in loeh 
a rn^nruNp that they ■b'Jl not dash with one another | lut 
each hare s department uiigned snd se^tarated to itselC My 
is that manner it is thtt we, the prosecutors, hare 
nothing to do with the priodplos which are to ^de tl^ 
Judgment! that we hare notWni* to do wjth the defrnee of 
the pnioner. Your lordship wdl know, that, shea we coma 
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before you, you hear a party 5 that wlien the accused come 
before you, you hear a party : that it is for you to doubt and 
wait till vou come to the close, before you decide : that it is 
for us, the prosecutors, to have decided before we came here. 
To act as prosecutors, we ought to have no doubt, or hesit- 
ation, nothing trembling or quivering in our minds u^on 
the occasion. We ought to be fuUy convinced of guilt, before 
we come to you. It is then our business to bring forward 
the proofs, to enforce them with all the clearness, illustration, 
example, that we can bring foiward : that we are to show 
the circumstances that can aggravate the guilt j that we are 
to go further, showthe mischievous consequencesand tendency 
of those crimes to society ; and that we are, if able so to do, to 
arouse and awaken in the minds of all that hear us, those 
generous and noble sympathies which Prondence has planted 
in the breasts of aU. men, to be the true ^ardiana of the com- 
mon rights of humanity. Tour lordships know that this is 
the dutj' of the prosecutors, and that, therefore, we are not 
to consider the defence of the party, which is wisely and pro- 
perly left to himself ; but we are to press tbe accusation with 
all the energy of which it is capable, and to come with minds 
perfectly convinced before an august and awful tribunal, 
which at once tries tbe accuser and the accused. 

Having stated thus much with respect to tbe Commons, I 
am to read to your lordships tbe resolution which tbe Com- 
mons have come to upon tlds great occasion, and upon wliicb 
I shall take the liberty to say a very few words. 

My lords, the Commons have resolved last night, and I did 
not see the resolution till this morning, “ That no direction 
or authority was given by this House to tbe committee ap- 
poiuted to manage the impeachment against Warren Hast- 
ings, Esq^to m^e any charge or allegation against the said 
Warren Hastings respecting the condemnation or execution 
of Hundcomar ; and that the words spoken by the Sight 
Honourable Edmund Burke, one of the said managers, videKcet, 
thaj Se (meaning Mr. Hastings) murdered that man (mean- 
ing Hundcomar) by hands of Sir Elijah I mpey, ought not 
to have been, spoken.” 

My lords, this is the resolution of the House of Commons. 
Tour lordships well know and remember my having used 
Bucb or similai words, and tbe end and purpose for which I 
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B#©d tbent I ow» « feir Tozdi of expkmitwm to th« Com* 
menu of Qr»t Botem, who attend m a committoa of tho 
whole Hoioe to bo tbo ob*errert and gpectatori of taj octi* 
duct I owe vt to ytrar lorrUhipi ; I owe it to thu ptwI 
auditory j 1 own tt to tbe pmeat tune* and to poatenty to 
mate »om© apoli^ for a wocteding which ha» amwn upoa 
me the duarowai of the Home wtidi I wpreaent. Tour 
lardahip* will remecibw that thi» charge^ which I hare 
opened to yout lotdglupt, n nnmarily a charge founded upon 
the ondaoca of the Kondcomar, and oonaequen^ I 
thought mjeelf ohUged, I thought it a part of my dnrt, to 
mpp^ the eeedit of that penoo, who it the pnncipHen* 
dance to lupport the doect charge that n bioaght befort 
jeror lordihipa X knew that Mr Haebnga, in ^ mtii^ 
pated defenee before the Honae of Commeau, had attempted 
to gbake the credit of that witnega. I therefore thoeght 
nxyg^JortzAed la wfonmog yoat lordahip4» and m waro^ 
mm, ifajU if he did attempt to ahake the credit of an import* 
aat witneca againat him, ^ an allegation of Ua haring pcen 
oondemaed and executed Iot a forgery, 1 would endeeveor to 
anpport hog credit by attacking Tcry progeention which 
hronrht os that cormetonahoa asd that execotioa , and thti 
Z did conuder it, andwouldlaygroundaheioreyourlordghipg 
to prove it, to be a murder committed, instead ofajogtidea* 
bon Mt np/ or that ought to be act up. 

Now, my lords, I am or d er e d by tbe Commons no loogw 
to perstti m that dedarahon, and X, who know nothing la 
this place, and ought to know DOthlng in this place, but obe* 
dlence to the Commons, do mcaiL wl^ Mr liutiogv makes 
that objeebon. if be shall be adtued to make if sgainst (he 
cr©^ of Eajoh Nnndcomar not thus to support that credit/ 
and, tberefcire, that objecuon to the credit of the witness 
soft go screfutad by me. Mr lords, J must sdinU^ pctbsp 
against mr pnrste judgment (out that is of no consjoerstiw 
for your lordships, when opposed to the jodraent of tbe 
House of ComoKHis), or st least not contest, thst s drstmfav 
liter of state, In a great kingdom, whi^,-had tfvo benefit of tie 
adnuniftrstion and of tbe entire and lubwlale cotnrosod of s 
rcTtBUO of fiftet^i hundred thousand pounds a year, had been 
(ntiltr of a peltry forgery Id Cskutla) thst this man, who 
had oe^ t^ty f or g e ry, bad walled for his 
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jairbcijUr notice, ind acqmwd a coniiderable ccgw m 
crodi^ from a preralent aoooatiaa of ideai, that a nice 
•enao of honour u eonneetcd with an eknt^ rank of life , 
bat when this honoariblfi Honae fa mfonned that my ac> 
cnjer know (thoagh he vapprcsaed the facte) that thia per* 
son, of Ugh rank end high caste, had fbrfeited erei^ pre* 
teanon to honour, reroa^, and credit; that these are iwi 
recorded in the xciy proceeding! wUch mj accuicr partialljr 
quotea, proTing thia man to hate been guilty of a mort 
nagnint forgery of letteri from Munny Bepun and the Isa* 
boD Zcteram m Bowlah (independent of the forg er y fcr 
which be anfEered death), of the meet deliberate treaaeiy to 
the itate, for which be was confined, by the orders of the 
court of directors, to the hmite of the town of Calcutta, in 
order to present bis doogerooi intngaes, and of hanng no* 
lated ereiy principle of common honesty m pnrate Iffe ; I 
lay, when tnU honourable Honae ia aconainted it U from 
motiUted and garbled osaeitiona, founded on the tettimony 
of such on enoance, withoot the whole matter being ftiriy 
stated, I do hope and trust it will bo lufEcient for them to 
re j ect nets these rague and unsupported charges, in like man* 
Her as they were bmoro rejeetou ^ the court of directors, 
end his hlajeity's ministers, when they were first made by 
General ClaTenng Colonel Monson, and Mr Francis.” 

•* I most hero intcrrapt the course of my defence to ei* 
plain on what grounds 1 employed, or had any connciion 
with, a man of SO flsgitioui a character as Nundeomar ” 

My lor^ I hope thu was a good and reasonable gro un d 
lor me to antidMto the defence which hlr Ilastit^ would 
make in tha llouse, namely, on the known, recogUsed, in* 
Cimous character of I^undcomnr with regard to certain pro* 
etedlngi there charged at large, wUh repard to one forgery, 
fi»r whajA he suffered, and two other forgenea, with which 
Mr. Hastings charged him, I, who found that Iho Coo* 
moas of Great Britain had receired that eery identical charge 
of Nondcomar, and gircn it to me, m trust, to make H go^ 
did naturally, 1 hope eicnsably (for tha( is the only ground 
upon which 1 itano), endearour to support that ctwt upca 
which the Honso acted, I hope 1 did so, and 1 hope ^t 
the goodness of that intentton may excuse me, if 1 wcLt a 
btUe too far on that oceaxioo, I would haro eodraroured 
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to support that credit, "which it was much Mr. Hastings's 
interest to shake, and wliich he had before attempted to 
shake. 

Your lordships will hare the goodness to suppose me now 
making my apology, and by no manner of means intending 
to persist either in this or in anything which the House of 
Commons shall desu’e me not to declare in their name. 33 ut 
the House of Commons has not denied me the liberty to 
make you this just apology ; Giod forbid thej'" should ; for 
they would be guilty of great injustice if they did. The 
House of Commons, wiiom I represent, will likewise excuse 
me, their representative, whilst I have been endeavouring to 
support their characters in the face of the world, and to make 
an apology, and only an humble apology, for my conduct, 
for having considered that act in the light tliat I represented 
it; and which I did merely from my private opinion, with- 
out any formal instruction from the House. Tor there is no 
doubt that the House is perfectly right, inasmuch as tho 
House did neither fonnally instruct me, nor at all forbid my 
making use of such an argument; and therefore I have 
given your lordships the reason why it was fit to make use 
of sucli argument, if it was right to make use of it. I am 
in the memory of your lordships, that I did conceive it to be 
relevant, and it was by the poverty of the language I was 
led to express my private feelings under the name of a mur- 
der. Tor, if the language had furnished me, imder the im- 
pression of those feelings, with a word sufiicient to convey 
the complicated atrocity of that act, as I felt it in my mind, 
I would not have made use of the word murder. It was on 
account of the language furnishing me mth no other, I was 
obliged to use that word. Tour lordships do not imagine, I 
hope, that I used that word in any other than a moral and ■ 
popular sense, or that I used it in the legal and technical 
sense of the word murder. Tour lordships know, that I 
could- not bring before this bar any commoner of Great 
Britain on a charge for murder. I am not so ignorant of the- 
laws and constitutiouv^of my country. I expressed an act 
which I conceived to be of an atrocious and evil Eature, and' 
partaki ng o f some of the moral evil consequences of that- 
crime. What led me into that error ? nine years’ meditation ■ 
upon- that subject, 
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Mt lordj, themaoner ai tli« lar, m tt© jear 178C^ aent a 
pofatJon to tl>« Hotiio of Oommona compUiDing of that rtry 
chief jmtice, Sir Elijah Impey. ®ib Hona© of Conmona, 
id>o uieii had Bome troat in me, u they hare fone trait 
atiU, did order me, elcmg with persona mart wise and Jadi* 
cdcms then mrseU^ eercnl of whmn stand near me, to maVe 
an mqnrry into the state of the jmtico of that c oon try Iha 
consequence of that uaroirT was, that we began to conceiTe 
a TBiy bad opmion botn of the eonmlamant and defendant 
in that basing { that we found the Engloh jasbeo to be, as 
we thought it. and reported it to the llonse, a gneranco in- 
stead of a redreei to the people of India.-^! could bring 
before yonr lordships, if X did not spaxe^our patience, wbolo 
Tcdumca of reports, whole bodies of cndenco, wbidi In the 
pYO gi csj w« hare made, m the course of eight or nme years. 
Drought to mr mmd sndi a connetion as wiU never be tom 
my heart hot with my life | and 1 should have no hesrt 
that vk as fit to lodge any honest sentiment, if 1 departed from 
my opmxm upon that occasion. Dot when I dedaro my 
own QRQ opmion upon itt when I declare the msons that 
led me to It , when 1 mentum the long moditslion that prc> 
ceded Diy founding a iadgment upon it, the slnct loqouy, 
the many boors and days spent in eonsidmtion, collation, 
and comnanson, I trust that Infirmity, which could be acta 
ated by no malieo to one party or the oibrr, mar be nensed ( 

I trust that I ahsll meet with this indoigCDC^ when your 
lordsb’i” consider, that as (ar as you know me, as lar as my 
public s o Tric es for many Teon account for me, I am a man 
of a slow, laborious, inculmtiTe temper i tfeit 1 do icldotn 
learo a pursuit witb^t Iconng maria, p<Tftiy»s of my acak- 
ness, but leaving marka of that labour, and that, in conse- 
quence of that {abaur, I made that aOlniutioo, and thought 
ibe nature of the cause obliged me to support and aubjtao- 
tiatoit. It b true, that Ibose who sent me here harr Mgsotr 
to dcttde upon the subject In • week ; they can in one wets 
discover the errors of mr labours for nmt years * 

Now that 1 have maife tbs apologjito yon, I smoit you 
you shall never bear mr.eitber in xny own name here, much 
leas in the name of the Common*, urge one (bfag to you m 
suppcTt of the credit of ^ undeomar gtoutulrd upon thii judg- 
ment, until the Uoxisc shall instruct and order me ether* 



WijaEEK BLlLSTtKGB, ESQ. 955 

because I know, tbat when I can discover tlieii* sentiments, 
I ought to know nothing here hut what is in strict and literal 
obedience to them. 

kly lords, another thing might make me perl taps a httle 
willing to be admitted to the proof of what I advanced, and 
that is, the very answer of Mr, Hastings to this charge, 
which the House of Commons, however, have adopted, and, 
therefore, in some de^ee purified. “ To the malicious part 
of this charge, which is the condemnation of Hnndcomar for 
a forgery, I do declare, in the most solemn and unreserved 
maimer, that I had no concern, either directly or indirectly, 
in the apprehending, prosecuting, or executing of Hnndco- 
mar. He suffered for a crime of forgery, which he had com- 
mitted in a private trust that was delegated to him, and for 
which he had been prosecuted in the dewannee courts of the 
country, before the institution of the supreme court of judi- 
cature. To adduce this circumstance, therefore, as a con- 
firmation of what was before suspicious from bis general de- 
pravity of character, is just as reasonable as to assert that the 
accusations of Empson and Dudley were confirmed because 
they suffered death for their atrocious acts.” 

My lords, this was Mr. Hastings’s defence before the 
House of Commons, and it is now in evidence before your 
lordships. In this defence, he supposes the charge, w^hicli, 
was made originally before the Commons, and which the 
Commons voted (though afterwards, for the convenience of 
shortening it, the affair was brought before your lordships in 
the way in which it is), he supposes, I say, the whole to 
proceea from a malicious intention ; and I hope your lord- 
ships will not think, and I hope the Commons, reconsidering 
this matter, will not think, that when such an imputation of 
malice was made for the purpose of repelling this corroborat- 
ing arrament, which was used in the House of Commons to 
prove his guilt, I was wrong in attempting to support tlio 
House of Commons against his imputation of malice. 

5 must observe whpre I am limited and where I am not, 
I am limited, strictly, fully (and your lordships and my 
country, who hear me, will judge how faithfully I shall ad- 
here to that limitation), not to support the credit of Hundeo- 
mar by any allegation against hlr. Hastings respecting his 
condemnation or execution ; hut I am not at all limited from 
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endetvonnng to tupport hu credit Bgtinrt Jlr He^huffi’i 
cbaije* of otiier fopgenMj and from iboTinff too, what 2 
hope to *how yva cImtIj In b few irordg, that 'Nundcomar 
cannot bo presumed guilty of f o r p err With more prolnHbty 
than Iffr Heitmga u guilty of brmginff forward a and 
dangoroaa (for I ut© no other wonS tWx a light and dan- 
ceroui) charge of foigory, when it aerres hn purpoao, itr 
Haitmgi charges Nundcomar with two other foroeriei^ 
“ Theto two forgenet,” he aays, " are facta recorded m the 
TBry proceodingi which mr accoaor partiallr guotea, prormg 
thoa man to hare been guilty of the moat llagrant f o rmr of 
0 letter from Mtmny Begum, and of a letter from the Nabob 
Zeteram ul Bowlab," and theroforo he mfen malice in tboao 
who impute anything improper to hun. Irnowrag that the 
proof atood am Here ho asaerta, that there are records be- 
fore the Hooae of Commoua, and on Ibe Company's proceed- 
ing and ccmsultahoni, pronog Kundcomar to hate been 
puiJty of tbow two foigeriea. Turn crer the next pope of 
Kii printed defence, and you And a very cotraordmary toJDif 
Ton would bBTe tmamned that this forgery of a letter from 
Blnnny Begum, wbia bo aaya u rtCM^niMd and prored on 
the joumaii, wu eforgery charged by irnnuy Begum hemIC 
or by somebody on borpart,oraome pemon conemicd iathii 
buflincaa. Tbwo u no other charp® of it whaterer, hut the 
chaigo of %VarTcn Itaatings hnnselt He wants Tou to dr*- 
credS a for f o rgery upon no oridmee under oeaTen but 
that of Ills own, wno think* proper, without sny sort of 
authonty, without any sort of rwrcoce, wttbonl say sort of 
collates OTidcnco, to charge a man with that ivry direct 
fbrgoTy. ♦'Yonare," ho?ays.*‘welHDfonncdoflhert»Kmi 
which first induced me to pre any »r®ce of my coufideuce 
to Kandcomar, with whose eharsci.T 1 wa^ BcouamlcJ an 
cipencuce of many Tears. Tb© meani which be took to 
aeqdre it were peculiar to bmselC Ht scut a tawenger to 
mo at Modr^, on the first news of my amwratrceul to ttli 
preedeney, with pretended letters from iluuny Begun f-d 
thn Nabob Zetersm nl DowUh, tho iVrtber cf the Nil-ob 
Jaffier Ally Cnwn, died with bitter uiTcctiTw sgafuit .'fs- 
hooed Bexa Giwn, and of »s warm nxmnmeodalwHH, at I 
rccoUeet.orNuadcomar I hate been smwlnfiimed byi!-* 
Begum tba* the letter which bore her seal wu a comj tie 
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forgery ; and that she \vas totally unacquainted "irith the use 
which had been made of her name, till informed of it by 
Juggut Chund, JSTundcomar’s son-in-law, who was sent to her 
expressly to entreat her not to divulge it. Mr. Middleton, 
whom she consulted on this occasion, can attest the truth of 
this story.” 

Mr. Middleton is dead, my lords. This is not the Mr. 
Middleton whom your lordships heard, and ImoAV well in this 
House, hut a brother of that Mr. Maddleton, who is since 
dead. Tour lordships find, when we refer to the records of 
the Company for the proof of this forgery, that there is no 
other than the unsupported assertion of Mr. Hastings him- 
self, that he was’ guilty of it. How that was had enough ; 
hut then hear the rest. Mr. Hastings has charged this un- 
happy man, whom we must not defend, with another forgery ; 
he has charged him with a forgery of a letter from Zeteram 
ul Dowlah to Mr. Hastings. How you would imagine that 
he would have given his own authority at least for that as- 
sertion, which he says was proved. He goes on and says, 
“ I have not yet had the curiosity to inquire of the Hahob, 
Zeteram ul Dowlah, whether his letter was of the same stamp 5 
but I cannot doubt it.” 

How here he begins in this very defence, which is heforh 
your lordships, to charge a forgery upon the credit of Munny 
Begum, without supporting it even by his own testimony ; 
and another forgery in the name of Zeteram ul Dowlah, 
which he said he had not even the curiosity to inquire into, 
and yet desires you at the same time to believe it to be 
proved. Good God ! in what condition do men of the first 
character and situation in that country stand, w^hen we have 
here delivered to us, as a record of the Company, hir. Hast- 
ings’s own assertions, saying that these forgeries were 
proved, though you have, for the first, nothing but his own 
unsupported assertion, and for the second, his declaration 
onlj that he had not the curiosity to inquire into it. I am 
uot forbidden by they Commons to state how and on what 
slight grounds Warren Hastings charges the natives of the 
country with forgery ; neither am I forbidden to bring for- 
ward the accusation which Mr. Hastings made against Hund- 
comar for a conspiracy, nor the event of it, nor any circnm« 
stance relative to ;t. I shall therefore pror in 
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m a o jtJT I crm. Ttew tm ft penod tmonff the leroJabciu 
of pbiloftophy, Trhen thtro irfti an opimon, if a 
Jost oDft liino or organ, tho ftwnrth of that irb^ mu iott 
retired into irbftt; irw left Hy lords, if we are straitened 
m tiitBf them oar yimrxr win bo redoubled m fbo rest and 
ira sliall uio it mtS doubla force. If tie top and fx^nt of 
tfw award is broien ofi^ wo afuiU taka tbo but In oar band, 
and fight inth •whfttew r«nain» of tbo weapon against 
bribery, eorruption,aad pecnlation j and wo absJl nsooOTblo 
dHigenco under any restraint whiA the wisdom of tbe Coio- 
taotts may lay ujKm ua, or your fordships’ wisdom may oblige 
lu to sahmit to 

UariM gone through this business, and shown in whst 
TTurmer 1 nm reatmned, where I am not to repel Jfr Ilaat« 
inffl's defence, and where I am left at largo to do it, I shall 
submit to the strict (ojunetion with the utmost possible hu* 
mility, snd enjoy the liberty which is left to me, with 
ri^ur, ^tb propriety, and with diKTCtieo, I trust. 

My lonisj when the eircunitanee happened which has 
grrea ocaatoo to the long parratbesis^ whi^ dl»* 
oourto has been lotemrotcn, 1 rmember I was bepinning to 
open io your lordships the sceond period ot Jlr ilastmgs’s 
eebemo and srsteta of bnbory hly lords, Hs bribery ii »o 
cstensire, and has had such a ranety to it, that it must be 
dtstingmsbod not only with regard to Ks kind, hut must he 
likewSo distiDguisbcd aeeordmg to tbo penoi of bribery 
and iho o/xsefaas of peeulatwn cowmittea br him, Ja tie 
first of tJvMe periodfl wo »hBll prore to your lord^hins, I be- 
Iterc, without the slds thst we hoped for (your toro?b1ps 
allowing, as I trust you wfll do, a pooJdealforonrsrfiutlanjp 
wc shall bo able, 1 say, to prore tW Sir Ifaslinp took as 
ft bribe, for sppoiotiug 5tonny Begura, three Iscks sod s 
half of rupees i we shaD prore the taking at the same lime 
the rajeiiyo bnbet. ht» Ifantfog^ at that tune fdfowrJ 
brib^ iu ft natural toannert he took a bribe, he took s* 
,srgo ftS bo could } ho eonrealtd ft asaTell ss be cooU, sad 
so got out of ft by artifieo or bolJnew, by a*o of toek or 
t'O of power, just as bo was enabled t he acted like a wild 
nstutid mao, told of Instruction, dlseiphne, and art 
nio secc^ period opeued aoother system of bribrn, 
Al«ot tins tune he began to think (from whit evmnjuni^ 
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Hon your lordships luny guess) of olhor means, hy uliich, 
vrhcnhe could no longer conceal any bribe that- be had re- 
ceived, he not only might exempt himself from the charge 
and the punishment of g\nlt,but might convert it info n kind 
of merit, and iustcad of a breaker of laws, a violator of his 
trust, a receiver of scandalous bribes, a peculator «»f the first 
magnitude, might make himself to be considered ns a great, 
distinguishing, eminent financier, a collector of reveimc in 
new and extraordinary ways; and that we slioubi thus at 
once praise bis diligence, industry, and ingenuity, Q’ho 
scheme he set on foot was this: he pretended that the Com- 
pany could not exist upon ])rinciplcs of strict justice (for so 
lie expresses it), and that their aflairs, in many cases, could 
not he so well accommodated by a regular revenue as by 
nrivatcly taking money, which was to he n])])lied to their 
service by the person who look it at his discretion. This 
was the principle ho laid down. It would hardly he be- 
lieved, I imagine, unless strong proof .appeared, that any man 
could be so daring ns to hold up such a resource to a regu- 
lar goverumeiit, which had three millions of known, avowed, 
a great part of it territorial, revenue. But it is necessary, 
-it seems, to piece out the lion’s skin with a fox’s tail; 
to lack on a little piece of bribery and a little piece of 
peculation, in order to help out the resources of a great and 
Nourishing state ; that they should have in the knavery of 
their ser^-nnts, in the breach of their laws, and in the entire 
defiance of their covenants, a re.al resource applicable to 
their necessities ; of which they were not to iudge, but the 
persons wlio were to take the bribes ; and that the bribes 
- thus taken were, by a mental rescrv'ation, a private intention 
in the mind of the taker, unknown to the giver, to bo some 
time or other, in some way or other, applied to Hie public 
service. The taking such bribes was to become a justitlnhlo 
act, in consequence of that rescrv’ation in the mind of the 
person who took them, and he xvas not to he called to account 
ibr them in any otl^er way than as he thought fit. 

^ -- My lords, an act of parliament passed in the year 1773, the 
1 whole drift of which, I may say, was to prevent bribery, 
peculation, and extortion in the Company’s sen’ants ; and tho 
{ act was penned, I think, with as much strictness and rigour 
\ us ever act was penned. The twenty-foui'th clause cf chap. 
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W, IS Geo. HX, hai the fonowiag enactment • "jlnO be it 
furtber enacted br the aothontyafOTmid, that Com and aCer 
tbe lat daj of An^nat, 1774, no pei»on boJding or tier. 
dfiDg a^ aril or imbtay cfBee mider tho crown, or the uud 
Unit^ Companr m the Eart I&diea, ahall accept nwire, or 
iake dtrectlr or indirectljr, by himaelf, or any otbcr perwn or 
pemma on ma behalf, or for hia uae or benefit, of and from 
any of the Indian pimcea or poweir, or tbeir minUfcra or 
agcnta (or ai^ of the natirea « Aaia), any prcacnt, giC, do* 
nabon, gratuity, or reward, pemnuuy or otherwiao, upon any 
acoount, or on any pretence wbataocrer j or any promao or 
engagement for any preee n t, mil, donation, gratuitr, or 
reward I and if any pcraon. boJmng or exearuing any’ioch 
otril or militaiy office, ahall be gnOty of any tnch ^encc, and 
ahall be thereof legally eonricted.'* &e. Ac. 

It then unpoaea the penalttea,anci your lordthip arc that 
human witdom cannot pern an act more atroDgiy dirrctnl 
ogoinat taking bribca upem any preteneo a hatercr Thw act 
orpaxluuQCEOt waj to amrmanee of tho corcoact entered ieto 
by the pereanta of the Coffluny, and of the explicit orders 
of the Company, which forbw any person whalerer in trwt— 

“ directly or JnnirectJy, to aeec^ take, or receiTe, or aeiTO 
to accept, take, or receire, any gift, reward, rratuity, albw* 
nnee, donation, or componaatioo, in raoney, effecta, ;cwrl», or 
oiiencut koraoem*, f>^ and of the Indian pTincr*, io>o. 
reigna, aoubaha, or naboba, or any of thenr minutrn, aer* 
Tanti, or agenti, exceeding tho talue of 4000 tupeca, Ac. 
Aa 

‘'And that be, tbo aaid ■VTarren iraatun?*, ahall and wiC 
conrey, assign, and make orcr to tbo aaid United Company, 
for their aofo and proper nso and benefit, ail and erety auA 
giha, teararda, gmtuitiea, aHowanee*, donation*, or cotnpen#* 
otiona whataoerer, whieh, coatrary to tho true intent and 
meaning of tieao preoenta, ahsH come into tho band*, pnaira* 
8K», or power of the ftud 'WarTeo llaating*, or any ether 
perwra or peraons in triiat for bon or for bia u*e ” • 

Tbo nalare of tbo coicnaol, the art of parltamcnt, and 
tho Company’a or d cra are dear Unt, they haro nrt fur* 
bidden tbcir Oorrmor-Oenenl, nor a^ of ibdr porcfncn^, 
to take and Brtrpt from tbo pnncea of tho cmmiry, op^r 
and publicly for Ibcir uae, any temtorira, landa, not of 
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money, or other donations, ■n’hich may he offered m conse- 
quence of treaty or otherwise. It was necessary to distin- 
guish this from every other species of acceptance, because 
many occasions occurred, in which fines were paid to the 
Company in consequence of treaties ; and it was necessary 
to authorize the receipt of the same in the Company’s trea- 
sury, as an open and known proceeding. It was never 
dreamed that this shoiild justify the taking of bribes pri- 
vately and clandestinely by the Governor, or any other ser- 
vant of the Company, for the purpose of its future application 
to the Company’s use. It is declared that all such bribes 
and money received should he the property of the Company. 
And why ? As >a means of recovering them out of the cor- 
rupt hands that had taken them ; and therefore this was not 
a license for brihery, but a prohibitory and penal clause, pro- 
viding the means of coercion, and making the prohibition 
stronger. How Air. Hastings has found out that this very 
coercive clause, which was made in order to enable his 
superiors to get at him and punish him for brihery, is a li- 
cense for him to receive bribes. He is not only a practitioner 
of bribery, but a professor, a doctor upon the subject. His 
opinion is, that he might take presents or bribes to himself; 
he considers the penal clause which the Company attached 
to their prohibition, and by which all such bribes are con- 
structively declared to be theirs, in order to recover them out 
of his hands, as a license to receive bribes, to extort money, 
and he goes with the very prohibition in Ids hand, the very 
means by which he was to be restrained, to exercise an im- 
hmited bribery, peculation, and extortion, over the unhappy 
natives of the country. 

The moment he finds that the Company has got a scent of 
any one of his bribes, he comes forward and says. To be sure, 
I took it as a bribe : I admit the party gave me it as a bribe ; 
I concealed it for a time, because I thought it was for the 
interest of the Company to conceal it: but I had a secret in- 
ten'tion in my own grind of applying it to their sendee: 
you shall have it ; but you shall have it as I please, and 
when I please ; and this bribe becomes sanctified the moment - 
I think fit to apply it to your sendee. How, can it be sup- 
posed that the India Company or that the act of parliament 
meant, by declaring that the property taken by a comipl 
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Bcmtnt, oontrarT to the trnc mtciit of hi* oorctimt, ira* 
their#, to BTO a Ixcei« to take tnch pTOjier^ j ind that c« 
motte of oWoimn^ a rerenae «ai the breach of the tttt 
coTOttmt* Khich arere m«mt to prertmt extortion. pecuU- 
tjon, and comqitionp TVhat aort of ba^ m tbo Inda Co©, 
wnj', irhich, oommg to the rcrgo of bankroptcr b^ the roh- 
Dery of half the irori<L i* aftemrd* to aatuiat upon the 
alni of peculation and bribery, to harp it* ftrength recruited 
by the TioUtioa of the eorasiajitt impoeed upon it# own ecr- 
Tont* P It ia an odd aort of body to be ao led and ao aQ|v 
ported, Tht# new coaatitntton of rerenne that he ha* 
made a indeed a rery air^Ur eontnTance It ii a reTcnuo 
to bo coHoctod by any officer of Ibo Company (for they are 
all alike forbidden, and all alike pennitted), to be coI« 
Iccted by any peiaon, from tnr peraon, at ny tune, in any 
proportion, by any means, ana in any way be pleaiw*} and 
to oe acoountod tor, or not to be acconnteo for, at the 
pfcawre of tho collector j and, if applied to their use, to be 
applied at his diacrolion, and sot at tbe diKreticm of b» ra* 
pioyert. 1 will reutoro (o aay, that toeb a rriiem of rete* 
sua oerer wa* before thought of. Tbe next part i* in 
exchetjoer, which bo haa famed, eormpondmg with it. 
You will fiad tbo board of exchcqocf made up of officer# 
o*ten*{bly in tho Company’i ecmcc, of their public account, 
ant and pnblio treasurer, whom 2Ir uses a* an 

accountant and treoiurer of briber, accountablo set to the 
Company, but to himacll^ acting in no pubbe manner, and 
norer acting out upon hi* irqulsition, roorealmg all hi* fraud* 
and artitlec* to prevent detection and diwovrry In ihoxl, 
it I* on exchegocr, in wbieb, *f I he pcfinilled to repeat 
the words I Dtade um of oo a /bnocr occasion, crtoftion 1* 
the *»*ewr, in which fraud i* the trewurcr, coofimcm th* 
accountant, obbtion the remembrancer That Ibew are set 
mere word* I wiU exempWy e* 1 go through the drt*3| 1 
whl •how you that ercty one of the thinp I hate ftsted 
are truth*, m fact, sod that these men^lKnmd, by the 
dition of thnr rcct^msed Bdrbty to Mr arepb*^* 

hi* »ecn.t*, to change tho accountt, to alicrtboitetB«,toKal* 
him debtor or erteditor at ptcMure, and by that omKtothrrrw 

the whole *y*tcni of the Coonexo/'* tceotmt* Into cenua'^m* 

J tare thorn the iiapo*»ibihty of the Compaoy’* tsriof 
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mtended to authorize sucli a revenue, much less such a con- 
Btitution of it as Mr. Hastings has draum from the very 
prohibitions of bribery, and such an exchequer as he lias 
lorraed upon the principles I have stated. You uoll not dis- 
honour the legislature or the Company, be it what it may, by 
thinking that either of them could give any sanction to it. 
Indeed you will not think that such a device could ever enter 
into the head of any rational man. You are then to judge, 
whether it is not a device to cover guilt, to prevent detection 
by destroying the means of it : and at the same time your 
lordships will judge whether the evidence we bring you to 
prove that revenue is a mere pretext, be not stronger than 
the strange abslird reasons which he has produced for forming 
this new plan of an exchequer of bribery. 

My lords, I am now going to read to you a letter, in 
which hlr. Hastings declares his opinion upon the operation 
of the act which he now has found the means, as he thinlis, of 
evading. My lords, I will tell you, to save you a good deal 
of reading, that there was certain prize money given by 
Shuja ul Dowlah to a body of the Company’s troops, serving 
in the field; that this prize money was to bo distributed 
among them ; but upon application being made to Mr. Hast- 
ings for his opinion and sanction in the distribution, Mr. 
Hastings at first seemed inclined to give way to it, but after- 
wards, upon reading and considering the act of parliament 
before he allowed the soldiery to receive this pnblic dona- 
tion, he thus describes his opinion of the operation of the act. 

Extract of a letter from Mr. Hastings to Colonel Cham- 
pion, 31st August, 1774. — “ Upon a reference to the new act 
of parliament, I was much disappointed and sorry t<i find 
that our intentions were entirely defeated by a clause in the 
act (to be in force after the Ist of August, 1774), which di- 
vests us of the power to grant, and expressly prohibits the 
army to receive, 'the Nabob’s intended donation. Agreeable 
to the positive sense of this clause, notwithstanding it is ex- 
pressed individually^, there is not a doubt but the army is in- 
cluded, with all other persons, in the prohibition from receiv- 
mg presents or donations ; a confirmation of which is, that 
in the clause of exceptions, wherein ‘ counsellors at law, phy- 
sicians, surgeons, and chaplains, are permitted to receive the 
fees annexed to their profession,’ no mention whatever ii 
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ic*de of Ifltftade riren to the uny, or anj arcauutancr* 
u-twrein It woald bo atlcnniWo for tbctn to reveive prwenti. 
.... Thu unloci^ ducoreiy of an ecdmicm br act of por- 
nament, which odmiti of no abotement or eraaion whorrer 
rts anthorjty eitenda, render* a renaal o{ our proxcdmi;* 
DOC00M7, and learet no option to our deoaion j it u not liko 
the ordmances of the court of directort, where a CiTOorublo 
corutmction maj bo put, and aonjo reem jj kit for the intcr- 
poaitjon of the anthonty rcated in onrieire*, but poaitiro 
and deemrt admitting neither of rcfiacment, nor mitcon* 
Btniction. I ahoald be bappj m tha Initance, a method 
could be demed of aettin^ the act ande, which I a hould moat 
embrace : but, in my opinion, an ofpottrioo wo^ 
bo to metir the penalty *’ 

7our lordthipa aee, 3 {t Hastily conndcred thu act to be 
a moat unlucky dncorcij t indeed, ai long aa it mnain^ in 
force, it wnald hare been aztlucky for km, beenuae it noulJ 
hare deatroyed one of the prroai^ aoureca 0 / hia iDegal pro- 
flta. Why doea ho consiott it onl n ciy f Ikcauae it ad^ta 
of no l e wi r a tion, no exeeptiOD, no reBooinnit vhatercr, but 
la clear, podtire, dcoaire. 2^oir, m what raae vaa it that 
^Ir. Hutinn cnade thia dc(cnnisatK«f In the caae of a 
donatwn, puolidj offered to an nrmy aerrmg in the field by 
a pnoce, then radependent of the Oompeny If tw there 
waa a arcumataoce in which any rrfinemmt, any faTtnmWe 
conatruction of the act, could be need, it «aa in ftrour of a 
body of men lerruiR in the field, fighting for tbeir cottnlry. 
tpOfuig th^ blood for it, aaflering ail the ineonrrnipnrrt of 
that Ornate, It wu undoubtedly Toluutanly offeml to them 
by the party, in the height of nctory, and enriched by tW 
plunder of whole pronnee* I beliere yoor k>n3«h»ra will 
agree with me, that, if any relaiation, any ere^on of on act 
of porlnunent, could bo ajfowcd. If the intention of the IcgU- 
latore could for a moment be trifled with, or auppovrd fra 
moment doubtfal, it waa ir Ibit inatanre » and yrt, upon llo 
rigour of tho act, Sfr Halting* rcfairj t^ial army tie pfhr» 
of their blood, mooer won aoWy, alownt, b? their arm*, fvt 
a prince who bad acquired miUwot 6t thrir Irnurry. Cdehtj, 
and auffenog*. Thuua* thecae wi which >fr Hs'tuir* 
refuaed a pobhe dorutKm to the army, and frofc that «by to 
thia they care nerer receired lU 
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If tlie receipt of this public donation could be thus forbid- 
den, whence has Mr. Hastings since learned that he may pri- 
vately take money, and take it not only from princes, and 
persons in power, and abounding in wealth, but, as wo shall 
prove, from persons in a comparative degree of penury and 
distress ? That he could take it from persons in office and 
trust, whose power gave them the means of ruining the peo- 
ple for the purpose of enabling themselves to pay it p Con- 
sider in what a situation the Company must be, if the Gro- 
vernor- General can form such a secret exchequer of direct 
bribes given eo nomine as bribes, and accepted as such by the 
parties concerned in the transaction, to De discovered only 
by himself, andowith only the inward reservation that I have 
spoken of. 

In the first place, if hlr. Hastings should die without 
having made a discovery of all his bribes, or if any other 
servant of the Company should imitate his example, without 
his heroic good intentions, in doing such villanous acts ; 
how is the Company to recover the bribe money ? The re- 
ceivers need not divulge it till they think fit, and the mo- 
ment an informer comes, that informer is ruined. He comes, 
for instance, to the Governor-General and council, and charges, 
say not hir. Hastings, but the head of the board of revenue, 
with receiving a bribe. Receive a bribe ! So I did ; but 
it was with an intention of applying it to the Company’s 
service. There I nick the informer : I am beforehand with 
him : the bribe is sanctified by my inward Jesuitical intention. 
I will make a merit of it with the Company. I have received 
£40,000 as a bribe ; there it is for you ; I am acquitted ; 
I am a meritorious servant ; let the informer go and seek his 
remedy as he can. Now if an informer is once instructed 
that a person who receives bribes can turn them into merit, 
and take away his action from him, do you think that you 
ever will or can discover any one bribe ? But what is stfil 
worse, by this method disclose but one bribe and you secure 
nB the rest that you^ossibly can receive upon any occasion. 
Por instance, strong report prevails that a bribe of £40,000 
has been given, and the receiver expects that information will 
be laid against him. He acknowledges that he has received 
a bribe of £40,000, but says that it was for the service of the 
Company, and that it is carried to their account. And thus 
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Ij iti t i Ti R that ho hu taken oomo monqr which bo hai •©• 
cooi^ tar, ^ froni whom that mocn come, 

whidi if o^r Mr Hnatlnga’t caoe, if at lart an mfonna. 
twnibouia bo bid before the Oompanr of aapcdfic bribe har- 
inp been recerred of £40,000, it i* aaiS b;^ rcctim, lord I 
tbb ifl the £40,000 1 told jou of i it is broken into frttf^enta, 
paid bj in atpl m enta , and jou hare takra it a nd pot it Into 
jtmr oim ooffert. ^ 

A^;niin nappoeo him to take it thrrmjh the hand of an accnt 
•ueh aa Gnnj^ Qonn Bingj and that this a^t, who u wo 
hare btelj diacorered, oot of a bribe of £40,000, which 2Ir 
IlaatinM was to hare reccErred, kept bock half orit, bib Into 
their (bht like him j I deauo to know ahnt the Comptnj 
can do in tndi o caao P Qnn^ Gonn Smr has entered wto 
no corenanta with the Comumr There la no tra» of bia 
baring thia monej, except wut ^fr Uastir^ chooaea to tell 
If he « called upon to reAind it to the Compvif, htmiy$a^ 
be nernr receired it, that be was ncrer ordered to extort thi 
moiiej from the pooplo j or if ho waa onder anjr e o r cpa nt 006 
to take mooej, he mar set op this defence, 1 am ferrbiddet 
to reeehe mooe; t ana I will not make a dedanObn whkh 
wfil labject me to penolUeai or be may ray in India before 
the fupretne court, i hare «aid the bribe all to Jfr llartfngi 1 
and then there must bo a bill and amt tberr, a bill and a\ut 
here, and by that tnrana, hanog one party on one ride oTlbe 
water and tbo other party 00 the other, the Cenopany may 
nerer eomo to a diacorery of it. And that in Cxet ihir utbe 
way m wbi^ ono of bb great bribe ageata baa acted, I abaU 
prore to your lordahipt by cridence 

Mr llasllnpa had aqueeted out of a tnuenblo eemntry a 
bribe of £40,000, of which be ws* enabled to bring to the 
account of tbe Company only £20000, and of which w» 
ahouJd not etm hare known tbe nbtrnce, If the inqulrici. 
puraued with j^roat dihgence by tho llonreof Commons tad 
not wtortrd the dlaeomy \ and erni now that we know the 
Jact, we can wrer pet at tbe money i tbo Company ctn 
nerer rreotre it 1 and before the Htmte bad aqurei^ out cf 
him that aotne meh money had been rrmTrd, Iw* onrtooce 
told the court of dircCtora that fci» bUek bnV aprof •rhem 
he mwnmended to their remce, I'*'! clirated loth them and 
him of £20,000 out of tbe fund of the Lnt'C rrrrune If rt 
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be asked, where is the record of this ? Hecord there is none. 
In what office is it entered ? It is entered in no office ; it in 
mentioned as prirately received for the Company’s benefit ; 
and you shall now further see what a charming office of re- 
ceipt and account this new exchequer of Mr, Hastings’s is, 
h'or there is another and a more serious circumstance at- 
tending this business. Every one knows, that by tho law' 
of this, and, I believe, of every country, any money which is 
taken illegiilly from any person, as every bribe or sum of 
money extorted or paid without consideration is, belongs to 
the person who paid it, and he may bring his action lor it, 
and recover it. Then, see how the Company stands ; tlio 
Company receive^ a bribe of £40,000 by ]\ir. Hastings ; it is 
carried to its account ; it turns bribery into a revenue ; it 
sanctifies it. In the mean time, the man from Avlioin this 
money is illegally taken sues Mr. Hastings, Must not ho 
recover of Mr, Hastings ? Tlien, if so, must not hlr, Hast- 
ings recover it again from tho Company ? Tlie Company 
undoubtedly is answerable for it, i^d hero is a revenue, 
which every man who has paid it may drag out of the trea- 
sury again, hlr. Hastings’s donations of his bribes to the 
treasury are liable to be tom from it at pleasuio by every 
man who gives the money. Eirst, it may be torn from him 
who receives it, and then he may recover it from the trea- 
sury, to which he has given it. 

But admitting that the taking of bribes can be sanctified 
by their becoming the property of the Company, it may still 
he asked, for what end and purpose has the Company cove- 
nanted with Mr, Hastings that money taken extorsively shall 
belong to the Company ? Is it, that satisfaction and repara- 
tion may be awarded against the said Warren Hastings, to 
the said Company, for their own benefit ? Ho, it is for the 
benefit of the injured persons ; and it is to be carried to the 
Company’s account, “but in trust, nevertheless, and to the 
intent that the said Company may and do render and pay 
ovar the monies received or recovered by them to the par- 
ties injured or defraiided, which the said Company accord- 
ingly hereby agree and covenant to do,” How here is a 
revenue to be received by Mj. Hastings for the Company’s 
use, appbed, at his discretion, to that use, and which the 
Company has previously covenanted to restore to the per- 
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^ Uut are injored and dama^nd. Uda ii rerenno -rlridi 
n to t« tom airar tho acdcn of any pereon , a rerenoa 
vluch ther mart return bad: to the penon comnlaiiiiDJj, u 
pej- m jzirtice ought to do j for no nation ever arcnreii mat- 
ing s revenoe out of bribeij and pecniatkm. Thtr air, 
tbrn, to rertoro it back again. But hotr can th^ mtoro 
it f Mr. Hflrtinci hm applied it : he las giren it in 


applied It : ne nas circn it in pn*- 
Bents to prine^ laid It out in budgcroira, m pen, ink, inj 
wax; in aalanea to aecrrtarjeaj be has it oat ju»t in 
any way he pleased ; ted the India Company, who ban? «k 
T enant^ to rertoreall this money to the pereoni from whom 
it esm^ are depnred of aD meant of perfonnlng so jn»t a 
dntr. Therefore I diftnita the idea that any man so acting 
ooold hare had a good intention in hi* mind i the lapposillfm 
it too weak, senselets, and abstmL It was only in a detper- 
Qto cause t^t be made a detpertte attempt ; ' fir w« snail 
prore that bo nerer made a diadosojo without thinking that 
a dbeorery bad been pwioosly made, or was likely to be 
Qzada, to^thor with an expoanre of all the eireumstancee of 
his wicked and abomuuble cooeealment. 

Ton will Bee the hiitory of this new sebmo of bribery, 
by which Mr. Hasting* contrired, by aTowiag aotno bribes, 
to cover others, attempted to onlCsw bis delinquency, and, if 
possible, to reconeflo a weak broMh of the law* with a #*>rt 
ofsplntod obserninee of them, and to become in£»tacm« fjf 
thocood of his country. 

The first appearance of thi* practice of bribery ws* in a 
letter of the 2Itth of Jforember, ITSO. The rau»e which 
led to the discorcty was a dispoto betweea him sn-l Mr. 
Francii at the board, In conseqocDco U a my haaJ»ume 
offer made by >rr. ifutiog* fotbe board relatlrctoa mra* jh? 
propo^d hr him, to whkb he fooud one objection to K* the 
money that’ it would cost. lie made the moit pc n cr om aa f 
haodsomo offer, os it stands npoo rreend. that t^rhairt any 
rpi^n error made, namely, that ne would drfraT tie rir-'ow 
out cf bii own private cash, and that ^ bad dcp^iied «th 
the treasanrr two lacks of rupee**. Thi* was In Jw, ITfil. 
and Mr. Francis soon after retumcA to Tjirope. 1 re^l 
inform your lordship*, that Mr. Ilastinfs Lvl, bef^ tn.i 
lime, been chvgcd with briberr and hcoditlon ly Octroi 

CUTering.Colotwi MoaK«,awa3Ir.>ra»ci*. Jlrsr^T^ctwJ 
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that Mr. Praucis, then going to Europe, would conGrm this 
charge hy the suspicious nature and circumstances of this 
generous offer; and this suspicion was increased by the con- 
nexion which he supposed, and which we can prove he 
thought, J^lr. Prancis liad with Cheit Sing. Apprehending, 
therefore, that he might discover and bring the bribe to light 
some way or other, he resolved to anticipate any such dis- 
covery by declaring, upon the 29th of November, that this 
money was not his own. I will mention to your lordsliips 
hereafter the circumstances of this mone 3 \ He says, “ My 
present reason for adverting to ni}’- conduct,” that is, his offer 
of two lacks of rupees out of his own private cash for tlio 
Company’s service, upon the 2Gth of J^une, 17S0, “ on the 
occasion I have mentioned, is to obnate the false conclusions 
or proposed misrepresentations which may be made of it, 
either as an artifice of ostentation, or as tlio effect of corrupt 
influence, by assuring you, that the money, by wlmtcver 
means it came into your possession, was not* my own ; that 
I had myself no right to it, nor would or could fiave received 
it, but for the occasion, wliich prompted me to avail myself 
of the accidental means which were at that instant afforded 
me, of accepting and converting it to the property and use of 
the Company : and with this brief apology I shall dismiss the 
subject.” 

My lords, you see what an account jMr. Hastings has given 
of some obscure transaction, by which he contradicts the 
record ; for, on the 26th of June, he generously, nobly, full 
of enthusiasm for their service, off^ers to the Company money 
of his own. On the 29th of November he tells the court' 
of directors, that the money h^ offered on the former day 
was not his ovra ; that his assertion was totally false, that 
the money was not his ; that he had no right to receive it ; 
and that he would not have received it, but for the occasion, 
Avhich prompted him to avail himself of the accidental means 
which at that instant offered. 

Sjjch is the account jent by their Governor in India, act- 
mg as an accoimtant to the Company — a Company with 
whom everything is matter of accoxmt. He tells them, in- 
deed, that the sum he had offered was not his own ; that he 
nad no right to it ; and that he would not have taken it, if 
ue had not been greatly tempted by the occasion ; but he 
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. nerot telli them bj what meeni be came at it, the peace 
from wboffi he roceifed it, the occamon iipon wiuoh he re- 
eeired it (whetbcr juafaiable or oo^ or any one crrcnm 
(rtamse under hearcn wlabre to it, xhn a a way ertraor^ 
dmaiy eccotmt to mre to the public of a *mn, whjdi we find 
to be Bomewbere lUKrre £20,000, taken by Mr Haatingi in 
•ome way or other Ho aet the CJcmpany hlmdly gropW in 
the dark by the tery pretended light, the igtdi mtnni, which 
he held ont to them t for at that time auwas in the dark 
and in a olond} and thia ie what Mr Haatmga ceila t/^erm^ 
afte* commonictUed to the Company on the inbject of theao 
bribea. 

Ton hare heard of obwmn^ iHoatraied by * further o5> 
•cim^ 1 o btcunm per oit a ir iw * He contmuea to tdl them, 
** Something of affinity to this anecdote may appear in the 
first aspect of another tranaacticc, which I ahall proceed to 
r^te, and of which it u more immedatelr my daty to m- 
thno yott" He than faill » them that he had oostnred to 
ffire a aom of money to B«ah of Bom, and the account 
M giree of that proceeding h t " We had neither money 
to tpare, nor, in the cpparait state of that grTrernment m its 
relaaott to chire, would it hare been either prudent or coa> 
^tent with our public credit to hare affoined it It was, 
nerertbeleea, my decided opinion that aoma aid tbotdd be 
giren, not lees as a necenory relief than as an indicthon 
of eo^denoe, and a rotnm for the many instances of sab* 
stanfaal kindn eases whki'we had, wihin the courao of the 
two last years, eipenenoed from the gorenunent of Beiwr 
I had an aataianoe^ that studs e cropoail would receito the 
accuioaosQce of the board , but I anew that it would cot pass 
without opposibon, and it would hare become public, which 
might hate defeated its pu rpose Oonnneed of the necessity 
of ermediest, and assu red of the sincenty of the goTcro* 
ment of Berar from eridencee of stronger proof to me thw 
I could wv>V« them appear to the other members of the 
board, I resolred to ad(^ it, and talw the eutiro rcspiKwi* 
hitj of it upon mysdf In this mode a less coniiderabls 
sum would aoffleo. X aocoKfingfy caused three iach of ru- 
pees to be dchr*^ to ^ minister of the Ea^ of Bern, 
r^ent in Calcutta. He baa transmitted It to Cmtaa 
Xwo-thirds of this nin I ham raised by my own credit, and 
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and he did BOt rt to th© tbit bcttIoo Tot vhiA it wn 
pretwided to be He then £elli joa of inotber anec- 

dote, which he haa an efBnity to that anecdote^ and here 
he a gtotavaa again. In the il«t he appeara to ^ gen artna 
andjBi^ becauae he appear© to giro ha owjUDOneT^, •which he 
had a right to dapo* of, then It, tella yon he ia nmther 
generooa nor jutt j for be bad taken tnoner he had no right 
to, and did not apply it to the aeaTice for which be pretcmded 
to haro receiT&d u And now he u genenma agam, becstao 
be givet two lacki of hia own money, and jnat, beianae be 
pire* one lack which belonged to the Company , bot tiiere 
a not an Idea inggeated &om whom he took it. 

Bat to proceed mr lordi) in thia letter ke tella yon be 
had gtren cwothirda ha own money and on^thiri the Ootd- 
nan^a monOT So it etood upon the 2^h of Korember, 
1780 On the 6th of Janoaiy loDowing we aee the btameca 
take a totally diderent tom, and then Mr Haetingt caBa 
for three Company'! bcnda, upon two driTgrent aecuntiei, 
antedated to tlM first and eeeond of Oijtober, for the three 
lecki, which he bafirre told tbam wia two-thnda ha own 
money and one-third the Comptny's. He now deelarea tbe 
whole of it t« be ha own, and be thna apphea by letter to 
the board, of which he himaelf waa a ma/wity *'IIonoar 
able Sir and Sira, Hanng had nonaion to diabune the ran 
of three lacks of aioea rupees on aocoimt of secret lemeer 
which hamig been adranced from my own pnrate cn i h , I 
request thut the same may be repaid to me in the foBowing 
manner 

“ A. bond to be orantod me upon the toms of the second 

loan, beaimig date from 1 October, for one bek of ttcea rupee*. 

“A bond to be granted mo apon the terms of tbe fiiat loan, 
bearing date from 1 October, (or one lack of tlcta tumcs. 

•* Abend to be granted me upon tbe terma of fbe flrrt 
loan, bearing date from the 2iid October, for one lack of ncca 
rupee*." Here are two acoounts, one of which mujt bo 
iirectly and flatly frlao , for be could i^ot hare giren twe- 
Ihlrd* nil own, and hare aupphed the otber third from money 
^ the Com^y a, and at Ibe some time hare adranoed 

whole ai hb own. He here goe* the foil length of the fraadj 

ho deciarw that it a all hia own, so much ha own that he 
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does not trust the Company \dth it, and actually tahes their 
bonds as a security for it, bearing an interest to be paid to 
him when he thinks proper. 

Thus it remained from the 6th of January, 1781, till the 
16th of December, 1782, when this business takes another 
turn ; and in a letter of his to the Company these bonds be- 
come all their own. AH the money advanced is now, all of 
it, the Company’s money. Pirst he says, two-thirds were 
his own : next, that the whole is his own : and the third ac- 
count is that the whole is the Company’s, and he will accoimt 
to them for it. 

Now he has accompanied this account with another very 
curious one. Por when you come to look into the particu- 
lars of it, you will find there are three bonds declared to be 
the Company’s bonds, and which refer to the former trans- 
actions, namely, the money for which he had taken the bonds : 
but when you come to look at the numbers of them, you will 
find that one of the three bonds which he had taken as his 
own disappears ; and another bond of another date and for 
a much larger sum is substituted in its place, of which he had 
never mentioned anything whatever. — So that taking his first 
account, that two-thirds is his own money ; theh that it is all 
his own ; in the third that it is all the Company’s money ; by a 
fourth accoimt, given in a paper describing the three bonds, 
you ivill find th^ there is one lack which he does not account 
for, but substitutes in its place a bond before taken as bis 
own. He sinks and suppresses one bond, he gives two 
bonds to the Company, and to simply the want of the third, 
which he suppresses, he brings forward a bond for another 
sum, of another date, which he had never mentioned before. 
Here then you have four diflferent accounts : if any one of 
them is true, every one of the other three is totally false. 
Such a system of cogging, such a system of fraud, such a 
system of prevarication, such a system of felsehood, never was, 
I beheve, before exhibited in the world. 

aln the first place^ why did he take bonds at aU from the 
Company for the money that was their own ? I must be cau- 
tious how I charge a legal crime. I will not charge it to be 
forgery to take a bond from the Company for money which 
was their own. He was employed to make out bonds for the 
Company, to raise money on their credit. He pretends he 
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anxm or thx niraAOiantHT or 

Jeat tbea « rum of raonaj- which »« not Ei« to leuij, but 
M pT£» tiiair own monev to thma m Iu* own, end VV<w t ie. 

cnH^forit. I win not It ifl aiisjesTv botJ in 

Bure it is an offence*! gnoron*, h«aaje it i» *i mach « ehat 
to a Cjrgtrjr, wifli tHeBoibtioD tc it, tlat tbe penozt •ociicst' 
^ n m * tnut | be TwUte* tiut tnat, an^ m so doing, bo 
ac&eud* tnd ikldflei the whole ^tem tbe CJonpaii^ ac* 
count*- ■' 

1 h*TO Only to ebow what hi* own e^lanetjon of *11 tbeoo 
action* waa , beeaueo rt at^ienede* iH o b a u i a tKin of mine. 
Hear wh*t preran rating guilt My* for tbe lal*dj^ and 
dfilunon which had been need to cover it, tnd *ee how he 
plungee d*e 5 w and deroerupon otwt ocoeidoii. eipian- 
ation aroee out of finoiher uwmoranie bribe, which 1 must 
now beg leave to aUte to your lordjbip*. 

Abwit the tone of the receipt of the former bribe*, good 
fortmie, to good tiungB eeldom come emgly, ii Und to &i j 
and when he went up, and had nearly routM tbe C^paOT'* 
affaire m Oode and Beiums^d lecoved a preaoat o{£ld(XwO 
•terlmg, or tbereebouta. He reeahud Wl» for it fa Bep- 
tetober, ITBli and he gtvM tbe Company an aeoount of it fa 
J’aauary, 1788. Bemark m what manner the account of Uua 
moDfly wto given, and the purpose* for which ho intend* to 
apply it He aa/a, in tbi* tetter. " I reteivod the offer of a 
coaaiderable eum of money, botn on tbe J'Tabob’* put and 
that of hi* numjtera, a* a pieecn t to mjidfi not to the Ooro- 
panr I accepted it witboot Leoitatwe, and gladly, being en* 
urtly deetbufa both of mean* and credit, whether fttr yocr 
■errice or tb* reBrf of my own iicce**5ti».” ify lord*, upon 
thf you aban hear a ootmnBUt, made by •otne abler pereon* 
thanma. nda dtmaticmwto no* made in »«€£«, but m MJr 
upon the houae of Ooopfljil Ibwii, who wM then a ptaonor fa 

the band* of Chert 8mg After menttoung that he took 
thi* pnwent for tbe Company, and for thdr eiigeneic*, and 
ptotiylbr hi* own ncceaeme*, and fa couteqoeoco of the di*. 
tre** of both, he de«ire» the Company, ip the teomeot of dV* 
their gmtert di*tre**, to award rt to him, and tberelbre he 
ends, “l/yon thoiild adjudge the dewmt to ac^ I *h»D eco* 
»<derfaa*thoz»c*tbmJournbfa*TOTobotiDn and reward of my 
labonni and I wi»h to owe myfortTOe to yottrhot^ I 
am BOW fa th* fiftieth year of my life* I hav* pasted thu+T 
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one years ,m the sernce 6f the Company, ami tlie greatest 
part of that time in employments of the highest trust. — 
My conscience allows me boldly to claim the merit of zeal and 
integrity ; nor has fortune been unpropitiotis to their exer- 
tions. To these quabties I bound my pretensions. I shall 
.not repine, if you shall deem otherw'ise of m}[ services ; nor 
ought your decision, however it may disappoint my ho^e of 
a retreat adequate to the consequence and elevation ot the 
office which I now possess, to lessen my gratitude for having 
been so long permitted to hold it, since it has at least en- 
abled me to lay up a pro^dsion, with which I can be contented 
in a more humble station.” 

And here your lordships will be pleased incidentally to 
remark the circumstance of his condition of life and his for- 
tune, to which he appeals, and upon account of which he 
desires this money, xour lordships will remember that, in 
1773, he said (and this I stated to you from himself) that, 
if he held his then office for a very few years, he should be 
enabled to lay by an ample provision for his retreat. About 
nine years after that time, namely, in the month of January, 
1782, he finds himself rather pinched Avith want, but, how- 
ever, not in so bad a way but that the holdiijig of his office 
had enabled him to lay up a provision with which he could 
be contented in a more humble station. He wishes to have 
affluence ; he wishes to have dignity ; he wishes to have 
consequence and rank, but he allows that he has competence. 
Tour lordships will see afterwards how miserably his hopes 
were disappointed ; for the court of directors, receiving this 
letter from Mr. Hastings, did declare that they could not 
give it to him, because the act had ordered “ that no fees of 
office, perquisites, emoluments, or advantages whatsoever, 
should be accepted, received, or taken by such Q-ovemor- 
Quneral and counci4 or any of them, in any manner, or on 
any account or pretence whatsoever:” and as the same act 
further directs, “that no Governor- General or any of the 
qouned. shall directly take, accept, or receive, of or from any 
person or persons, in any manner, or on any account whatso- 
ever, any present, gift, donation, gratuity, or reward, pecuni- 
ary or otherwise, or any promise or engagement for any pre- 
sent, g^, donation, gratuity, or reward,” wo cannot, wore 
we so inclined, decree the amount of this prosont to the 
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flPMon nr tot xumcmijsn or 

lent tbem a fum cf rranOT wiiieh ina not ha to lend; but 
he g^rei their own moMw lo them as hi* own, ind twV<i« ^ 
cniOT for it I win not Mf th*t it u s farffsry^, bat I *m 
■nreit is an oiTence m Ertoronj^ becenseitis as moeh « 

01 B forgery, with thi* addituMi to it, that the person so cheat- 
Jm » m a trust , be Tiolates that trust, and, m so domg, he 
dacrtud* and &ltifies the whole system of the Compean^s se- 
coonts. 

I hare only to show whet his own explanation of all 
•ctianf was } because it topersedes all ohaemitum of i rtfne, 
Hear what prerancsting guSk says for the fids^ood and 
delusion which had been used to corer H, d see bow be 
plunges deepw and deeper upon ererr oceatmo. !nns explan* 
ebon arose out of another memorahM hri^ which I mnst 
now leare to state to jour lordshipa. 

About the time of the rooopt of tM farmer bribes, good 
fortune, as good thmgi seldom come imgly, is kind to mm ; 
and when he went irp, and had naariy noned the Oomna^s 
affiurs mOad«eiidBasuDee^ereee<TedapTc*esxtof£100,d00 
fterlmg, or tberesbooti He recesred bills for it m Serv 
tember, 17B1 : and he grres tbe Company an amnnt of it lo 
J’annary, 17d2. Bamark in what manner the sceount of this 
money wai mroo, and tbe purposes far vUeh be intends to 
apply ii He says, in this iettar. *1 lecearod the offer of a 
coimdenxble sun of money, both cm tbe NaboVa pert and 
that of his nuiustftrs, as a present to inyaelf not to the Com* 
pony 1 I accepted It without hesitatian, and gdadly, being an 
tiroly destatoto both of means and credit, whether for your 
seme© or the relief of my own neeeadtiet." Jly lords, upon 
this you «Hh 11 hear a oommenl^ made some abler perscu 

than me. l^usdonatum was not msdetaspecKbut m bi^ 
upon the house of Gonpaal Poss, who was ^ a pmone fa 

tbe b.Ti.^1 of Obeit 8mg Aftor mentwnfag that be took 
this present for the Compsny, and few their eadgend^ ^ 
partlyfor ha own necc*ntie*,aijd fa ecmsequroce of the d^ 
toess of both, bo dosuns the Compsny, ip the moment of t W 
then- greatest distreis, to award ft to him, and tberefiwo b« 

. Sif Tcm shrmld adiudffO tbo deposit to me, I con 


ends, * H yon should adjudge tbo 

iidcrit as tbe most honourable 

Ubours I and I wish to owe my fortune to your b<x^ J 

am now mth# fiftieth rear of my hfe I bar® pwied thirty 
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one yenrs in the pcmco of ihe Coinpnnv, nnii llio {^atopt 
part of tliafc time in employments of tfic liipliest trust. — 
My conscience allows me bohlly to claim the merit of r.enl and 
integrity ; nor has fortune be<!n nnpropitious to llu'ir e.xer- 
tions. To Ibcse qualities I bouiul my pretensions. I aball 
.not repine, if you sbnll deem otbmvise of my services ; nor 
ought your decision, however it may disappoint jtiy lioj>c of 
a retreat adequate to the consequence and elevation ol the 
otTicc which 1 now pospc.'^s, to lo.^fcn my gratitude for having 
been so long permitted to hold it, since it hn.s at least en- 
abled me to fay up a provision, with which ] can be contented 
in a more liumble station.” 

And here your lord.shipa will he pleased incidenfnlly to 
remark the circumstance of hi.s condition of life and his for- 
tune, to which he appeals, and upon nceonnl of which he 
desires this money. Your lordships will remcinher that, in 
177!}, he said (and (his I stated to yon from himself) that, 
if he held his then otllce for a very fi-w years, he should be 
enabled to lay by an ample provision for hi.s retreat. About 
nine yc.ars after that time, namely, in the month of January, 
1782, he finds him.«clf rather pijiched with want, hut, how- 
ever, not in so bad a way hut that the holding of his office 
had enabled him to lay up a provision with which he co\dd 
be contented in a more humble station, lie wi.slics to have 
affluence ; he wishes to have digrnty ; ])C wishes to have 
consequence and rank, but he allows that he has competence. 
Your lordships will see afterwards how miserably his hopes 
were disappointed ; for tlio court of directors, receiving this 
letter from Mr. Hastings, did declare that they could not 
give it to him, because tlic net had ordered “ that no fees of 
offioe. perquisites, emoluments, or advantages wlmtsocver, 
shoidd be accepted, received, or taken by such Governor- 
General and council, or any of them, in any manner, or on 
any account or pretence whatsoever;” and as the same act 
further directs, “that no Governor- General or any of the 
qpuncil shall directly take, accept, or receive, of or from any 
person or persons, Jii any manner, or on any account wliatso- 
ever, any present, gift, donation, gratuity, dr reward, pecuni- 
ary or otherwise, or any promise or engagement for any pre- 
sent, gift, donation, gratuity, or reward,” wo cannot, were 
we so inclined, decree the amount of this present to the 



876 


iPEEOH If THZ Q£rxiciaixjrr or 


GoTcrnoT-GenernL And it U farther enacted, "that idt 
B uch preeont, gift, gratmty, douataon, or reward, acceded, 
taken, or reOTTed, etaH be deemed and conatmed to mtb 
bean receiredto and for tbeaoleuaeofthe Oompai^” And 
therefore thaj rcsolTed, moat Tnyuf^j and moat wickedlj, 
to keep it to themaelTea. The act nuuie it m the ftrat m* 
stance the property of the CompanT, and they would not gire 
it hrm. And one ahoold think uui, with hla own fonnet 
conatmcbon of the act, woold hare made him cautwai rf 
tuVlng bribea. Ton baTO wen what weight it had with him 
to atop the conrae of briba, which he waa m inch a «re«r 
of tBVmc* in ererr place and with both handa. 

Tour lordahipa nare now before ytm thi^ 
cloeed m a letter firom Patna, dated the 20th 
Ton find mjitery and concealment m 
mgs'i diacorencB , for, which la a canona part of it, 
letter waa not aent to the coort of directara, m th^ P *”. 
regulariy, but tranamittod Iw Major Pa nf a r, om ofto 
toMjyor Scott, anothw of nil agenta, to be j— 

Company ^fty wm Uia daw f Tow lardih^ wffl 
from that cdrenitooi mode of tr a na miam cp, whrtber w 
not thereby votend to leare e^ 
diTulge it or not, Vo are told he did not: 

•hi^win beHere that or not, acc^g to 
facT If he had been ^ £ 

the directort, the regolar t but h« 

letter to the directara dw dwere* 

it m • bat to MI «gmt I 11^ *arti toitorer, 

turn, oontojed it to *?i2‘^,j!]^rftoiii whom h« ^ 
bo toD* joa nothing dono re*p«titig tho 

ooirod tin jnamT-, nnj more thm no nm* 

two fonnor mna. Mlowioo tio J*to of tbii P»ln« 

On the «®n/°'“^SS^rt,inind,HbohimKU 

S?SSS«i“5.S'S“’ 
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home to render an account. He bad beard that inquiries 
had begun in a menacing form in parbament ; and tboiigb at 
that time Bengal was not struck at, there ■was a charge of 
bribery and~peculation brought against the Governor of Ma- 
dras. With this dread, 'uitb a mind full of anxiety and per- 
turbation, be "vyritea a letter, as be pretends, on the 22nd of 
May, 1782. Tour lordships vrill remark, that when be 
came down to Calcutta from bis expedition up the country, 
he did not, till the 22nd of May, give any account whatever 
of these transactions ; and that this letter, or pretended 
letter, of the 22nd of May, was not sent till the 16th of De- 
cember following. "We shall clearly prove that he had 
abundant mean^ of sending it, and by various ways, befors 
the 16th of December, 1782, when he enclosed in another 
letter that of the 22nd of May. This is the letter of disco- 
very; this is the letter by which his breast was to be laid 
open to his employers, and all the obscurity of his transac- 
tions to be elucidated. 'Here are indeed new discoveries, 
but they are like many new discovered lands, exceedingly 
inhospiteble, very thinly inhabited, and producing nothing to 
grati:fy the curiosity of the human mind. 

This letter is addressed to the honourable ihe court of 
directors, dated Tort William, 22nd May, 1782. He tells 
them he bad promised to account for the ten lacks of rupees 
which he had received, and this promise, he says, he now 
performs, and that he takes that opportunity of accounting 
with them likewise for several other sums which he had re- 
ceived. His words are : “ This promise I now perform, 
and deeming it consistent with the spirit of it, I have added 
such other sums as have been occasionally converted to the 
Company’s property through my means, in consequence of 
the hke original destination. Of the second of these sums 
you have already been advised, in a letter which I had the 
honour to address the honourable court of directors, dated 
29th November, 1780. Both this and the third article were 
paM immediately to the treasury, by my order to the sub- 
treasurer to receive 5hem on the Company’s account, but 
never passed through my hands. The three sums for which 
bonds were granted were in like manner paid to the Company’s 
treasury, ivithout posing through my hands, but their opp/t- 
cation was not specified. The sum of 60,000 current rupees 
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J I i™ on mj ^OTOurr to BomaL ini 
tppUed ai eXfipeesfid m tlie aoooxmt. 

^ KUM )atT» bem ex. 

pCQdwi, tbe refwrace wWh I We made of rt in the te- 
cofflpM^ accoact, to tiweensml tccoonti mwiuditijeT 
are orwied, rwiden any other *pe<nflc^UHi of it nnnecem- 
ty \ ittttfet, thoee account either hare or irill n> 
ceired a much rtronger aathantieation than any tlat I omld 
giT« to mme," ' 

I iriih your lordainpe to attend to fee next panur^^ 
which i« me a nt by him to explain why be tool htiKes at 
allt why he took bonda for eome at them, ai TTWTotwi of Ha 
own, and not momet of the OompanT , whj«he entered aotite 
upon the Ootopany'a eocounta, and why of the other* be 
rendere no account at aU- Xoght, howumr, will beam upon 
you aa vb proceed. “ Why theae aam* were ttlao by me , 
they ware, eiospt the aeooed, ooietly trawforred to 
the Ocnnpany'a uao , why bond* were taken for the flrrt, and 
flot for the rat, ought, wtdw thi* matter expoaed to the Tiew 
of the pubbo, fun^ a T g riety of eon^eeturea, to wind) it 
would w of Uttle UM to reply Were ywarhonotmible court 
ki ^pieeti on «io our three pomti^ I would aanwer, that the lUBi* 
were token for the Company^B bme£t^ at tme» when the 
Ccraipany resn much needed them t I ertiar to 
conceal the mwt wceipta from publlo onrioaity by recrniM 
bonda for the amount, or peaoibir acted without any atudied 
dnwi p n wUioh my memory could at tbi dutance of tirae 
TBn^ f that 1 did not ttnhk it worth my care to obeerre 
the aamo meane with the reat. I troa^ honomahle air^ to 
your breasfci for a candid interpntaticex of my acUenaj to 
morne the freedom to add, that I think myadt m aoch a 
lubtect, on auoh a» oceatiom, entitled to it** X<aw, my 
lord* I Xon aee, that after the dnector* 
explanation for eo long a thnev bo aaya, Whr 
taken hy roe, and, except the wwmd, floktly 
the Coronanya nao, I oaHDot tell i wbj 
the Sn^md not for tbo rwt I (anirt 
Wfr« nmoKd torioir.jtlwrald 

toiM. TIot u »n aoMunt, wbiri i» 
obKors, tto mot* msttmm, tht most 
bmuMctimm. 'WTren »>lc«tlio» 1» ctua to bio tluot 
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how he came to use these frauds, ho tells you he rcn'ily doea 
not know ; that he might Imvo this motive for it, that ho 
mi^ht have another motive for it, that he wished to conceal 
it from public curiositj' ; but, which is the most extraordinary, 
he is not quite sure that lie had any motive for it at all 
which his memory can trace. The whole of this is a period 
of a year and a half; and hero is a man who keeps his 
account upon principles of whim and vagary. One would 
imagine he was guessing at some motive of a strarrger. "WHiy 
he came to take bonds for money not due to him, and wliy 
he enters some, and not others, ho knows nothing of tlicso 
things : he begs them not to ask about it, because it will bo 
of no use. Yoii, foolish court of directors, may conjecture 
and conjecture on. You are asking me why I toolc bonds 
to myself for money of yours, why 1 have cheated you, wliy 
I have falsified m3' accoimt in such a manner. I will not 
tell you. 

In the satisfaction which he had promised to give them, 
be neither mentions the persons, the times, the occasion.^, or 
motives for any of his actions. He adds, “ I did not think 
it worth my care to observe the same means with the rest.” 
For some purposes, he thought it necessary to ivo tho most 
complicated and artful conce.alments ; for some, he could not 
tell what his motives were, and for otlicrs, that it was mere 
carelessness. Here is the exchequer of bribery ! Have I 
falsified any part of my original stating of it ? an exchequer 
in which the man who ought to pay receives ; tho man 
who ought to give security takes it; tho man who ought 
to keep an account says he has forgotten ; an exchequer in 
which oblivion was the remembrancer: and to sum up the 
whole, an exchequer into the accounts of which it was use- 
less to inquire. This is tho manner in which the account 
of near £200,000 is given to the court of directors. You 
can learn nothing in this business that is any way distinct, 
except a premeditated design of a concealment of his trana- 
acljons. That is avowed. 

But there is a more serious thing behind. 'Who were 
the instruments of his concealment ? No ether, my lords, 
than the Company’s public accountant. That very account- 
ant takes the money, knowing it to be the Company’s, and 
that it was only pretended to be advanced by IVu". Hastings 
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credit. \Tlic cnin/ of ihc several species in which this de- 
posit icas made was here read from the Company's general 
Journal ofViSO and 1781.] 

My lords, wlicii tliis nccount appears at last, when this 
money does emerge in the public accounts, whose is it ? Is 
it the Company’s ? No, IVlr. Hastings’s, And thus, if, not- 
withstanding this obscure account in November, the directors 
had claimed and called for this affinit}' to an anecdote ; ii 
they had called for this anecdote and c-vamined the nccount ; 
if they had said, AVc observe here entered two lachs and up- 
wards; come, Mr. Hastings, let ns see where this money is; 
they would find that it is Mr. Hastings’s money, not the 
Company’s; thejk would find that it is carried to liis credit. 
In this manner he hands over this sum, telling them, on the 
22nd of May, 1782, that not only the bonds were a fraud, but 
the deposit was a fraud ; and that neither bonds nor deposit 
did in reality belong to him. "WHiy did ho enter it at all ? 
then, afterwards, why did he not enter it ns the Company’s ? 
T\Tiy make a false entr}-, to enter it ns his own ? and how 
came he, two years after, when he does tell you that it was 
the Company’s, and not his o\yu, to alter the. public accounts ? 
But why din he not tell tlicm at that time, when'*iio pretends 
to be opening bis breast to the directors, from wliom he re- 
ceived it, or say anything to give light to the Company re- 
specting it ? who, supposing they had the power of dispens- 
ing with an act of parliament, or licensing bribery at tlieir 
pleasure, might have been thereby enabled to say — here you 
ought to have received it — there it might bo oppressive and 
of dreadful example. 

I have only to state, that in this letter, which was pretend- 
ed to be written on the 22nd of May, 1782, your lordships 
ivill observe, that he thinks it his absolute duty (and I wish 
to press this upon your lordships, because it will be necessary 
in a comparison which I shall nave hereafter to make) to lay 
open all their alfairs to them, to give them a full and candid 
explanation of his conduct, which he afterwards confesses he 
is not able to do. The paragraph has been just read to you- 
It amounts to this : I have taken many bribes — have falsified 
your accounts — have reversed the principle of them in my 
own favour ; I now discover to you all these my frauds, and 
think myself entitled to your confidence upon this occasion. 
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Kott all tl>a prfnci^ of H&derc^ all tlw waid|il« of 
diftroff^ aar more, aQ the prfBCijslea owm •wlucS. a man mar 
bo connotoa of premeditate fraud, and deaore tbo Boreroat 
ptnuabmont, are to bo fbtkud fri tbia case, m. tThich bo tayi 
be bolds himaolF to be eoUUed to tbtar ocoifldecee uid trust. 
Ifanjr of your lordabipt had a steward, -wbo told you he had 
lent jyuujout own money, and had taken bouds from you Ibj* it, 
and jf boaftennrds told you that that moneyTras coiuier toots 
nor hu, hut ectoriad fr^ joor tenants hy soine setnoilous 
means ( 1 should be glad Co kmnrwhat yimrlixrdsliipsircriild 
thmk erf such a st«wiid, wbosbould say, I sKIl take 
dom to add, that I think myself on Bi^h a snbjoct, on su(di 
an oecaxiati, entidod to your oonfldence end trust. You win 
obaerro hts caTaher mo^ of expression. iWead of Ua ex* 
hihiting the ngour and MrrvnW of an accountant and a book* 
keeper, tod w^d thmk. that ha had been a reador of sentl* 
mental iatten there is such an air of a norel rnnmag 
(hroogfa the whuloi that It adds to the ndieolo and zumsea^ 
it t it la an oxymu of oquiQs , there is something to strike 
you with hortor for the Tulany of it, something to ttnke you 
irfdi contempt for the fraud of iti sad sometWg to strike 
you with u\ter disgust for the tQs and had taste ^h rbl^ 
all these haw bgredUnta ore assorted 

Tour krdabips sdQ see^ whcD the account which is Bob' 
joined to this unscoocntible letter comra he&re yoo, that, 
though the Oompeny had deiared to know the channdi 
through whldi he goC thoao sums, there is not (except by a 
Tofrownce appeart la another phiee to one of the ertiebs) 

one single ^Ilahla of esplsmatioa gtren from one end to the 
otherjwere a not the Wst ^iropae of light thrown upon 
theve trsmaurhons. Bnt wo hsTe since discoiwred from whom 
he got thcM bribes . and your lordships will be struck with 
h m ' T o i when you bar it. 

I hare alr^y wmarked to you, that though tha letter w 
d jfH iipoD the 22nd of >t»y, it waa not deroatched for Xu* 
rope December Ibh owing i and hejjrts 3Ir IatUqs, who 
was bis agent and instrument in laSrfying the Coropany’s 
aeoounb^ to swear that tha letter was written opon the 22nd 
and that be had no opportunity to send ft bat by 
tne I<iWly in December On tae Wth of that rooctb » 
wntes to the dtrectors, sad tells them that be £i gaffe shock* 
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ed to find he had no earlier opportunity of rnahing this dis- 
covery, which ho thought himself hound to make, tlmugli this 
discovery, respecting some articles of it, had now hcen delay- 
ed nearly two years, and though it since appears that there 
were many opportunities, and particularly by the Resolution, 
of sending it. He was much dislrcssed, and found himself 
in an awkward situation, from an apprehension that the par- 
liamentary inquiry, which he Inicw was at this time in pro- 
gress, might have forced from him this notable discovery. 
He says, “ I do not fear the consequences of any p.arliamcnt- 
ary process.” Indeed he needed not to fear any parliamentary 
inquiry, if it produced no further discover}’^ than that wliieh 
your lordships Inve in the letter of tlie 22nd of May, and in 
the accounts subjoined to it. He says, that “ the delay is ol 
no public consequence ; but it has produced a situation wliich, 
■with respect to myself, I regard as unfortunate, because it ex- 
poses me to the meanest imputation, from the occasion which 
the late parliamentarj'' inquiries have since furnished.” 

Now here is a very curious letter, that I wish to have read 
for some other reasons, which will afterwards appear, but 
principally at present for the purpose of showing you that 
he held it to be his duty, and thought it to tho last degree 
dishonourable, not to give the Company an account of those 
secret bribes: he thought it would reflect upon him and 
ruin his character for ever, if this account did not come 
voluntarily from him, but was extorted by terror of parlia- 
mentary inquiry. In this letter of the 16th December, 1782, 
he thus writes : — “ The delay is of no public consequence ; 
but it has produced a situation which, with respect to my- 
self, I regard as rmfortunate ; because it exposes me to the 
meanest imputation, from the occasion which the late parlia- 
mentary inquiries have since furnished, but which were 
unkno'wn when my letter was ■written, and ■written in the 
necessary consequence of a promise made to that effect in 
a former letter to your honourable committee, dated 20th 
January last. However, to preclude the possibility of such 
reflections from affecting me, I have desired Mr. Larkins, 
who was privy to the whole transactions, to afBx to the 
letter his afl&davit of the date in which it was -written. I 
own I feel most sensibly the mortification of being reduced 
to the necessity of using such precautions to guard my repuU 



384 itiiOH nr xnx ntPiACiouarT or 

atKin from dubcmcmr If I h*d at anj fame postened tL*t 
degree of coiifldeiioe from my immediate emploTWi wluei 
they ncrer vitUield from the meoneit of my prMecenoro, I 
Bboold hiTe diedemed to ate thete tttoniiooj, Sow 1 hare 
drawn oa la® a diSbrent treatment 1 know not , it it euffi* 
ment tliot I hare not merited it And m the ccuiae of a 
semoo of tHrij-two yean, and ten of tbete employed m 
rnaintam l ng the powera and diaohargnm the dnti^ of the 
first offiee of the Sntijh goremmect m India, bonoor* 
able court oogbt to knowwbotoarl poaaeaathe integrity and 
hononr wbdi are the first re qulmte a of ancb a atati^ If I 
wanted these, they hare afforded me but too powerful mcen* 
tnres to suppreu the m&rmation which ]b now oonrey to 
them throogh you, and to appropriate to my own use the 
sums which I ttare already paoeod to them credit, by tbe 
unworthy and, pardon me ii 1 add, dangertma r^e^ona 
which they hare paaaed upon me Ibr tbe flnt comminuca* 
tion of thia land , and you own experience will auggest to 
yoo, that there are penons wbo would profit by such a 
warning 

*' TTpon the whole of these trasoaehcma, which to yon, who 
acottftosfted to new bnamess m an official and regular 
light, may appear unpreoedented, if not improper, I hare 
but B few abort remarn to togeeat to your conaideratlos. 

‘'If I appear in any nnCiToiiiwle bgbt by tbeee tianaactiona, 

1 reaiga tne oommon and legal seewty of those who com* 
nut mmet or e rrora. I am ready to answer erery particular 
question that may be put agamat myself) upon honoor or 
upon oath« 

"Tbe a ourcea firom which tiieso rdieft to the public ter* 
Tice bare oome would norer bare yielded them to the Cota* 
pany publicly , and the exigencies of your semeo (erigen* 
ereoted by the expoiitioa of your affairs, and fhetioo to 
yourcooocila) reqoim those supplies. 

"I could ^re ooncealcd them, had I had a wrong mo* 
tiro, from yours and the public eye l}w orer j and I »xow 
thit the dffletUtiet to wtodi a ipint of irduitico may aob* 
ject me for ray candour and arowal are greeter than any 
aiWe inconTcnlence that amid hare attended tbe conceal 
meat, eioept the duaatuiaelum of my own mind. The^ 
difficulties are but a £bw of those which I Itare lufleml in 
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your service. TIio applause of my own breast is my surest 
reward, and was the support of ray mind in meeting them. 
Xoxir applause, and that of my coxmtry, are my next wish in 

Your lordships will observe, at tbe end of this letter, that 
this man declares his first applause to be from his own breast, 
and that he next wishes to uave the applause of his employ- 
ers. But reversing this, and taking tueir applause first, let 
us see on what does he ground his hope of their applause P 
"Was it on his former conduct ? No, for he says that that 
conduct has repeatedly met with their disapprobation. Was 
it upon the confidence which he knew they had in him ? 
No, for he saj-'s .they gave “ more of their confidence to the 
meanest of his predecessors.” Observe, my lords, the style 
of insolence he constantly uses with regard to all mankind. 
Lord Clive was his predecessor : Governor Cartier was his 
predecessor; Governor Verelst was his predecessor: — every 
man of them ns good as himself ; and yet, ho says, the di- 
rectors had given ” more of their confidence to the meanest 
of his predecessors.” But what was to entitle him to their 
applause ? a elear and full explanation of the bribes bo had 
taken. Bribes was to be the ioundation of their confidence 
in him, and the clear explanation of them was to entitle him 
to their applause ! Strange grounds to build confidence upon 
— the ro^n ground of corruption, accompanied "with the 
infamy of its avo^Nal 1 Strange ground to expect applause — 
a discoveiy which was no discovery at all ! Tour lordsliips 
have heard this discovery, which I have not taken upon me 
to state, but have read his own letter on the occasion. Has 
there at this moment any light broken in upon you concern- 
ing this matter ? 

But what does he say to the directors ? he says, “ Upon 
the whole of these transactions, which to you, who arei ac- 
customed to view business in an official and regular light, may 
appear vmprecedented, if not improper, I have but a few short 
rem|irkB to suggest to yomr consideration.” He looks upon 
them, and treats them, as a set of low mechanical men ; a set 
of low-hom book-keepers, as base souls, who in an account 
call for explanation and precision. If there is no precision 
in accounts, there is nothing of worth in them. You see, he 
himself is an eccentric accoimtant, a pindaric book-keeper, an 
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antimeiioltn In the doudi. 1 knoir, he sajB, vhet the di. 
reeton denre i bnt tb^ are mean people ; tbw are not of 
elerated ientiinentij th^ an modeatj thej aroid oatcnt*- 
tion m tnfcbff of bnbcB ithttelbnampUj^cupaandbeUi 
with them, letting them tee a httle ^pee of the bribet, 
then canning than fctil^ swaj Upon thw bo founds the 
applanae of be own breait. 

« — Popelm me dbQet| at mftit 

IpM d gnri , ctunil i-o kssubm Oi ti-4 — 

Ihet pnnte Jjpf* he muf hire la boMiofM, 

irhudj ii A bnshiflat oi isone^, bet tl^ applAOse of oo other 
hnnuui creatnn will be bare ihr gmn^ sD(b an Accoont *r 
he admit! tbia to be*— imgiiler, nnoertam, problematicah 
of which no one cm make either head or aih He deeptscs 
m abo, who are repreMnUtirea of tbe people, and htre 
amonget ni aH tbe regular a£eere of for expecting 

mjtldng Uke a regular acoemnt from him. He U hurt at U , 
he connden it aa a cru^ treatment of him , be laja, Uan 
I deterred thia treatment f Obaerre, mj lokb, he bid met 
with no treatment, if tmttnect ft be called, us of 
the kind of^whiah be eomplauu. 1 m ecurt of dimton 
ha^ ho^rerer, m a wajr ahamefol, al^ect, low, and {mnUanb 
moui, begged of him, ax if tbej were hix depesdantx, and not 
bis maxtera, to glre them eome light into toe account ; tbej 
deaire a receiTar of moner to telffoso wbom be r cte iffd it. 
and bow he mpbed jfc Jfe anarrenv The/ maj be banged 
for a parcel of mean contemptible book-keopen, and that be 
will giTc tbean no aoooimt at all i be aaja— “ If^ou xoe me” 
— then la tbe point , be alwajra takes secuntr m a court of 
law He conxioerx hia bemg called upon hj these pco^e, to 
w^m he ought, ax a faithful aerrant, to gire an account, and 
to which he waa bound br an act of parhament xpecuflf an* 
i riM t ing hnn with the admimatralion of tbe rorenort, ax a 
groaaaSiimt Ho odda, that be fa readj to rengn hix defcoec, 
and to anxwer upon bmiour or upon oath. Anxwcnng upon 
honoar fx a xtrango wny thej bare India, aa toot J^d* 

xbipa ntty eer In tbe coerso of thia inqmry But he forpeta 
that, being the Company’s serraot, the Company may b^g 
a bfll inmajitery agamit him, and force him, apou oat^ to 
giro au account. He bax ro^ howerer, pten them Itfibt 



•WABBEK HASTINGS, ESQ. 


3S7 


enough, or afforded them sufficient OTOund for a fishing hill in 
chancery. Tet he says, If you call upon me in a chancery 
way, or by common law, I really will abdicate all forms, and 
give you some account. In consequence of this the Company 
did demand from him an account, re^^arly and as fully and 
formally as if they had demanded it in a court of justice. 
He positively refused to ^ve them any account whatever ; 
and they have never, to this very day in which we speak, had 
any account that is at aU clear or satisfactory. Tour lord- 
ships ■will see, as I go through this scene of fraud, falsification, 
inig^uity, and prevarication, that, in defiance of his promise, 
which promise they quote upon him over and over again, he 
has never given them any account of this matter. 

He goes on to say (and the threat is indeed alarming), 
that by caUing him to account they may provoke him — to 
what? “To appropriate,” he says, “to my own use the 
sums which I have already passed to your credit, by the 
unworthy and, pardon me if I add, dangerous reflections 
which you have passed upon me for the first communication 
of this kind.” They passed no reflections ; they said they 
would neither praise nor blame him, but pressed^him for an 
account of a matter which they could not understand ; arud 
I believe your lordships understand it no more than they, 
for it is not in the compass of human understanding. to con- 
, ceive or comprehend it. Instead of an account of it, he^ 
dares to threaten them, — ^I may be tempted, if you should 
- provoke me, not to be an honest man — to falsify your ac- 
count a second time, and to reclaim those sums which I have 
passed to your credit ; to alter the account again by the as- 
sistance of Mr. Larkins. "WTiat a dreadful declaration is this 
of his dominion over the. public accounts, and of bis power 
of altering them ; a declaration that, having first falsified 
those accounts in order to deceive 'them, and afterwards 
having told them of this falsification in order to gain credit 
vdth them, if they provoke him, he shall take back the 
monby he had carried ro their account, and make them his 
debtors for it. He fairly avows the dominion he has over 
the Company’s accounts ; and therefore, when he shall here- 
after plead the accounts, we shall be able to rebut that evi- 
dence, and say, The Conmany’s accounts are corrupted by 
.you through your agent, Mr. Larkins, and "we give no credit 

2 c 2 
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to ilieni, boouiM you not only t<dd tbo ConpooT you couM 
do lo, but wo can TjTDTo tlut you hare actually dono It. 
Wbat a ttrange modley of crraauD^ pr ete ndod dtjcoroiy, real 
concealtDQDt, fraud, and proraocation appean in ererT part 
of tha letter I 

But adnuttmg tiua letter to bam been, written upon tbo 
22nd of Wny, Bid kept back to the 10th of Deoemlw, you 
would fanapme that dTmng all that uoterral of ho would 
bare prepared himaelf to giro tome light, aoree iUottratioo 
of theee dark and tuyatenous tranaactxma, winch earned 
frand upon the Tery fiwe of th^ Did he do aoP Not at 
alL Upon the 10th of Deoamber, matoad of gfring them 
aome looh clear aoeonnti aa might hare Men expected, he 
frill into a Tudent paanon fijr their expecting them t he tells 
them it would be oangeroas | and he tells them th^ knew 
who had proflted by theae tnmaeotums; thus, m order to 
■trike term into tb^ breasts^ hmtmg at aome frauds wUeh 
they had practised or proteoled. \STiat wtn^t tUs njar 
hare had with tbem I know not) bnt^ui wrdahips will 
expect in ram that Haafaags, i^er gmsg four accounts, 
if SOT one of which u true the otW thm must pe cmai Q,T 
be friW'-aflEW hanng thrown the Ooonpany’i accounts into 
eonfonon, and bemg unable to tell, aa^ says hunseU; wV 
he did sol— win at 1^ gire aome sariifrction to the dnecton, 
who continned in a humble^ meek mr gfring him hints 
that he ought to do it You hare heard i^hing yet but the 
coneeQuonoes of their refusing to gire him the pieeent of 
£100,000, which he had tskeo frem the Nabob: tber did 
right to r eftia e it to i»im | they did wrong to take it to them* 
■drea. 

We now find Mr Hastings on the nrer Ganges m Sep- 
teniber, 1784,— that OangM whee© punWng water e«r{st#s 
ao many of the Gentoot, and which, one would think, 
would hare washed Mr- Hastings’s hands a little dean of 
bribery, and would hare rolled down its golden sands like 
another Pactolua. Here wo find him discorenng another of 
hli brib«. Ihis was a bribe taken upon totally a different 
T»hi(iplc^ tccording to his own stowsI i it is a bribe not 
teiidod io be rece i rad for tho taw of fie Comnuiyf a tribe 
iftWi sbadutely, entirely for himself. Ho Wls them mt 
ke bad taken Mtween ^,000 and £40,000 This briH 
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wliicli, like tlie former, he had taken -^vithout right, he tells 
them that he intends to apply to his own purposes, and he 
iosists upon their sanction for so doing. He says he had in 
vain, upon a former occasion, appealed to their honour, liber- 
alify, and generosity ; that he now appeals to their justice, 
and insists upon their decreeing this bribe which he had 
taken, without telling them from whom, where, or on what 
account, to his own use. 

Tour lordships remember, that in the letter which he 
wrote from Patna on the 20th of January, 1782, he there 
states, that he was in tolerable good circumstances, and that 
this had arisen from his having continued long in their ser- 
vice ; now he ha^ continued two years longer in their ser- 
^dce, and he is reduced to beggary I “ This,” he says, “ is a 
single example of a life spent in the accumulation of crores 
for your benefit, and doomed, in its close, to suffer the ex- 
tremity of private want, and to sink in obscurity.” 

So far back as in 1773 he thought that he could save an 
exceeding good fortune out of his place. In 1782 he says, 
with gratitude, that he has made a decent private compet- 
ency, but in two years after he simk to tiie extremity of 
private want. And how does he seek to relieve that want ? 
by taking a bribe. Bribes are no longer taken by him for the 
Company’s service, but for his own. He takes the bribe with 
an express intention of keeping it for his own use, and ho 
calls upon the Company for their sanction. If the money 
was taken without right, no claim of his could justify iti 
being appropriated to himself ; nor could the Company so ap- 
propriate it, for no man has a right to be generous out of 
another’s goods. "When he calls upon their justice and gene- 
rosity, they might answer, If you have a just demand upon 
our treasury, state it, and we will pay it ; if it is a demand 
upon our generosity, state your merits, and we will consider 
them. But I have paid myself by a bribe ; I have taker 
another man’s money ; and I call upon your justice — to do 
wh^t P To restore i^to its owner ? no ; to allow me to keep 
it myself. Think, my lords, in what a situation the Com- 
pany stands. I have done a great deal for you : this is the 
jackall’s portion ; you have been the lion ; I have been en- 
deavouring to prog for you ; I am your bribe-pander, your 
fector of corruption, exposing myself to every Imid of scorn 



and i^nomin^ to manltj, eren ihim jion. X hare bees pKT* 
lag p lo Bdering for joo^l hare gcaie throogli crvrj 
of licontumsoeM levdoeoe, wmirng tliroogh ertrj vpeoo 
of dut and oompLuni, for joor adrantage. 1 am hot luitiiif 
into tte extremrtT of pnrato want ; do givo me tiiii—'Wfait r 
moaej' P no, thn bnbo ; rob me tiie man who gare me tba 
bribe j Toto mo — what P mon^ of ytmr own P Sot would be 
genertma i moner joa owe nioP that wonld be jiat; ao, 
mone;jr which I hare extorted from another Tnnn^ and 1 call 
anon joar Joatice to grre rt me. Thii is iui idea of juitice. 
He eaja, * I am eompellod to depart from thut Hbem pian 
which I ongmallj adopted, and to olmm from your joftwo 
ffor you hare forbid mo to appeal to your generoaity) tie 
oUcbarge of a debt which 1 can with theamoat aeopoloot 
integri^ arer to be inady dnc^ and which X oansot l u a laia .** 
Now, ii any of the Ocanpany’a eerranta may say I hare been 
eitraragani — prafoae— it waa all meant for yoor good i — let 
me prey opon the co nn tr y at my pleaaicre | hcenae my bribes, 
fraads, ana pecalationa, and tl^ yon do me joatioe. Wbat 
country are we m, whew theae id^ are ideal of generoarty 
and jomeeP 

It might natnnlly be exp ecte d that u thu letter he wocld 
bare gireo fome acooxmt of the pereon from whom he had 
taken thu bobe. Bat here, aa in the other caaeo, be had a 
moat edectoal oblinon, the Gaag^ like Ijethe, caojcs a 
drowameta, oi yon taw m Mr Middletcn , they recoSect 
nothing, they imow notbiag He haa not 11310(1,11001 that 
day to thuL from whom be took that money { but wo bare 
made -the dlaocrery And aneb i» the nae of parllamentaij 
inqmnet, anoh, too, both to the preaent age and poatenty, 
will ^ theb nao, that if we pome them with the 
which the great trust Joatly hnpoaed npem oa demanda, aim 
if yoor lorahipa do firmly administer juatico npoa tlua mans 
ftwads, yoa will at once put an end to those fread* and 
▼arieationa for erer Yoor lordships will see that m tw 
ingony it is the dQlgence of the Honao of Commoiu, which w 

has the audaoty to call sislics. that has Asc orered and broypt 

to light the fiauda which we shan bo able to prore sgaiiut b^ 

I will now read to your lordahipa an extract from 
stuff called a drfenee, whuii ho haa either wntten Maaseo. 
Of aomebody else haa wnttea for him and which be oirna 
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dr tlisclttims, just as lie pleases ; — ivheu under tlie slow tor- 
tures of a parliamentary impeacbment bo discovered, at 
length, from whom be got this last bribe. “ The last part 
of the charge states, that in my letter to the court of di- 
rectors of the 21st of February, 1784, 1 have confessed to have 
received another sum of money, the ai.iount of which is not 
declared, but which, from the application of it, could not bo 
less than £34,000 sterling, &c. In the year 1783, when I 
was actually in want of a sum of money for my private ex- 
penses, owing to the Company not having at that time sufll- 
cient cash in their treasury to pay my salary, I borrowed 
three lacks of rupees of liajah Kobkiasen, an inhabitant of 
Calcutta, whonj I desired to call upon me with a bond pro- 
perly filled up ; he did so, but at tlie time I was going to 
execute it he entreated I would rather accept the money 
than execute the bond. I neither accepted the offer nor re- 
fused it ; and my determination upon it remained suspended 
between the alternative of keeping the money ns a loan to 
be repaid, and of taking it and applying it, as I liad done 
other sums, to the Company’s use ; and there the matter 
rested till I undertook my journey to Lucknoto, when I de- 
termined to accept the money for the Compajiy’s use ; and 
these were my motives ; — Having made disbursements from 
my own cash for sernces which, though required to enable 
me to execute the duties of my rtation, I had hitherto omit- 
ted to enter into my public account, I resolved to reimburse 
myself in a mode most suitable to the situation of the Com- 
pany’s affairs, by charging these dishmsements in my durbar 
accounts of the present year, and crediting them by a sum 
privately received, which was this of Nobkissen’s. If my 
claim on the Company were not founded in justice, and land 
fide due, my acceptance of three lacks of rupees from Hob- 
kissen by no means precludes them from recovering that sum 
from me. Ho member of this honoirrable House suspects 
me, I hope, of the meanness and guilt of presenting false ac- 
counts.” “We do not suspect him of presenting false accounts : 
v^e can prove, we ar^ now radically proving, that he presents 
false accounts. "We suspect no man 'vsmo does not give 
ground for suspicion ; we accuse no man who has not given 
groimd for accusation ; and we do not attempt to bring be- 
fore a comrt of justice any charges which we shall not he 
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tblo demnrdr to prore. Una will jnrt an end to »D idle 
pittttle of mahce, of CTOnndleo KupiocmB of guilt, and of 
ill-founded charge*. We come beta to bring the matter to tlie 
tert, and bare li ahall be brought to the tert between the 

ComiDaniofQre»tBntamandthiaBa*t.Indiftdeli^eirt. In 

Ina letter of the 21at of Fehraarj, 1784, bo auTi bohtt norer 
benefited himaelf bj eontmgeot account* j and u an oicnae 
for talong ha bnbo from iJobkaaea, wbidi be did not dia- 
coTor at the time, but many yean afterwardi at the bar of 
the Houae of Ootumata, be deelarea that be Granted to app^ 
it to the eantmgent aooocmt far ha trrp^n^^ ^ 

what bo pretesdM to hare kid oot for tbs Companrdonnga 
ffreat number of yeaia. He proceedi, ** If ibo^ beo^ 
jeoted that the allovance of tbcoe demandt would fbmlah a 
preoedonl for othen of tbe like km4 I bare to remark, that 
m their vbole amount they are but the aggregate of a con* 
tiugont aoooant of twelre reon; and if it were to become 
the praotioe of thooe who ure psaaed their pnme of Ufe in 
your aemee, and filled, aa I hare filled it, the first office of 
your dommuBi, to gleen from their peat accounts all aN 
tieka of expeme which their inaccuracy or indiffierenee hath 
OTerioolxd, inlereata would fu^ infinitely kn by 
precedent nan by a rut^ example of a lij» apent m tbe ae- 
cumnlatkm of eroree for your benefit, and doomed In its dow 
to fufibr tbe extremity m pnrsta want, and to amk m ob* 
eoQi^ Here la the man that has told us at the bar of 
House of Commona thaa be nerer made up any eoutin* 
gent account* ; and yet, ai a aet-offi against this brioe which 
ho recebed for biznesl^ and nerer intended to i|m1y to tbe 
current nee of tbe Oompany, be feigns and inrenti a claim 
xipon tbem, namdy, thu be bad, inthout any autbori^ of 
iM OompaOT, aqoai^ered away in stationary, and budgerowt, 
end other idle semcei, a aum amounting to £84,000. Bat 
was it for the Compan^a serrice? Is this UngusM to be 
hstened trf BreTTthing 1 thoo^t fit to expend I bsre 
expended for tbe Oomipany’a smW— I btended, Ind^ 
at that thne to haTO b^n mmeroua. I^tedQed, oat of my 
own podeet, to hafO neid for a tranalation of lie cods « 
Gentoo law* : I was then £a the pnme of my hCa, Bowing in 
matuTt and had great expectations 1 1 am now old ; I cannot 
afford to be gtneixrua j I will look back Into all my former 
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accounts, pen, ink, •wax, everything that 1 generously or 
prodigally spent, as my own humour might suggest ; and 
though at the same time I know you have given me a noble 
allowance, I now make a charge upon you for this sum of 
money, and intend to take a bribe in discharge of it. Il'ow, 
suppose Lord Cornwallis, who sits in the seat, and I hope will 
long, and honourably, and worthily, fill the seat whicn that 
gentleman possessed, — suppose Lord Cornwallis, after never 
having complained of the msufficiency of his salary, and after 
having but two years ago said he had saved a sufllcient 
competency out of it, should now tell you that £30,000 a 
year was not enough for him, and that he was sinking into 
want and distress, and should justify upon that alleged want 
taking a bribe, and then make out a biU of contingent ex- 
penses to* cover it ; would your lordships bear this ? 

Mr. Hastings has told you that he wanted to borrow 
money for his own use, and that he applied to Eajah ISTobkis- 
sen, who generously pressed it upon him as a gift. Eajah 
b^ohkissen is a banyan; you will be astonished to hear of 
generosity in a banyan: there never was a banyan and 
generosity united together ; but Nobkissen loses his banyan 
qualities at once the moment the light of Mr. Lfystings’s face 
beams upon him. Here, says Mr. Hastings, I have prepared 
bonds lor you! Astonishing! how can you think of the 
meanness of bonds: you call upon me to lend you £34,000 
and propose bonds 1 No ; you shall have it ; you are the Q-o- 
vernor-Gleneral, who have a large and ample salary; but I 
know you are a generous man, and I emulate your generosity : 
I give you all this money. Nobkissen was quite shocked 
at Mir. Hastings’s ofiering him a bond. My lords, a Geu- 
too banyan is a person a Httle lower, a little more penurious, 
a little more exacting, a little more cunning, a little more 
money-making than a Jew. There is not a Jew in tho 
meanest comer of Duke’s-place in London that is so crafty, 
BO much a usurer, so skilfut how to turn money to profit, and 
BO resolved not to give any money but for profit, as a Gen- 
to6 broker of the clhes I have mentioned. But this man, 
however, at once grows generous, and will not sufier a bond 
to be given to him ; and Mr. Hastings, accordingly, is 
thrown into very great distress. You see sentiment always 
' prevailing in Mr. Hastings. The sentimental dialogue 
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irhleh mnit lara passed bertvoen hm and a G«ioo broket 
•ffoald idiTC ciurmod erwy one tbit Ho* a taste for pathoa 
and sontimont. Mr Hastings was pra»ed to reccKe tbo 
money as a rift — bo reaBj does not know what to do, 
wbetber to upon grrmg a bond or not j whetbor bo 
•ball take tbo monoj for bia own nset, or wbetber ho shall 
take it for the Oonrpan/’i use. Batitasybeimd of man, 
as it la said of woman , the woman who deliborttes u loat 
Ibo man that deliberatBi about reecmn^ bribes is gone, 
the mament he deliberates, that moment fii reason, the for- 
tieaa, is lost — the walls shake} down it comes, and at the 
same moment enters Hobldssen into the citadel of his 
hononr and intwrity, with colom* flying, i^th dmms beat- 
ing; and Mr Haabngs'a garrison goes ont, rery hand- 
aomely mdeod, with the nonoars of war, alJJbr thB*l)enefitof 
the Company Hr Hastmga consents to take the money 
from Nobkiseon , Nobkiwen girta the monsy, and is perfectly 
aatisfled. 

Mr Hasthifl took the moner with a nerw to apply It to 
the Coinpanj^ aemce. Howr to pay his own ccmhngont 
biDs. &6iylhing that I do, tan ^ and all the moser I 

3 aander, is ^ for the Company's benefit As to partmulan 
teootmta, nerer look into tbm ; they are gi^ 7^ 
bononri let me take this briber it eoets you nothing to be 
^pst or generous. 1 take the bribe i you sano^r )t« But 
ID ereiT temaaction of Mr Hasting whore wo haTo got a 
name, there we hare got s crone, ivohkissca gare him tbo 
money, and did not take his bond, I bcliere, for it { but 
Nobbasen, we find, immediately afterwards enters upon the 
stewardship or management of one of the most conaidenhie 
districts m BengsL Wo know tott well, and shall nrore to 
your lordihip^m what nianner such men rack such uutnets, 
and exact from the inhabitanls the money to repay them* 
selres the bribes whieh bad been taken from them, 
^ese bribes are taken under a pretence of the Company|s 
semce j ^t sooner or later they fill upon the CompanyV 
tr e es uTf And woshall prore that NoOktssen, within ajw 

from tho time when be gare this bribe, had frUen into ar- 
rears to Company, as their steward, to the amcont of a 
sum, the very interest of whidi, according to the rate of^ 
terest in that country, amounted to more than lha brib^ 
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taten, as was pretended, for the Company s service. Such 
are the consequences' of a banyan’s generosity, and of Mr. 
Hastings’s gratitude, so far as the interest of the country is 
concerned; and this is a good way to pay Mr. Hastings s 
contingent accounts. But this is not all ; a most detestable 
villain is sent up into the country to take the management 
of it, and the fortunes of all the great families in it are given 
entirely into his power. This is the way by which the 
Company are to keep their own servants from falling i^t® 

“ the extremity of private want.” And the Company itself, 
in this pretended saving to their treasury by the taking of 
bribes, lose more than the amount of the bribes r^eived. 
Wherever a bribe is g^ven on one hand, there is a balance 
accruing on thb other. No man, who had any share in 'me 
management of the Company’s revenues, ever gavea bribe, 
who did not either extort the full amount of it from the 
country, or else fall in balance to tbe Company to that amount, 
and frequently both. In short, Mr. Has^gs never was 
guilty of corruption that blood and rapine did not follow ; he 
never took a bribe, pretended to be for their benefit, but the 
Company’s treasury was proporiionabl}|^ exhausted by it. 

And now was this scandalous and ruinous traffic in bnbes 
brought to light by the court of directors ? N^, we got it in 
the House of Commons. These bribes appear to have 
taken at various times, and upon various occasions ; and i 
was not till his return from Patna, in Pebruary, t a 

the first communication of any of them was made to t e 
court of directors. Upon the receipt of this letter, the court 
of directors wnfote back to him, requiring some further es;pla- 
nation upon the subiect. No explanation wds .'I . 

commmucation of other bribes was made in his letter, said to 
be written in May of the same year, but not dispatched to 
Europe till the December following. This produced another 
requisition from the directors for expiration. 
your lordships are to observe, that this correspondence is 
never in the way of letters written and ^ 

he and the directors'^re perpetually playing at hide and 
with each other, and writing to each other at ranfi®™ ’ 
Hastings making a communication one d^, the direc ors 
•luiring an explanation the next ; Mr. Hastings giving 
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wccmnt of aaol^er bribe oo the tiwid ^ntbcat giriog *nT 

•rplanitaou of the fonuer fitfll, Wcrtr, tlie dfr^ton 
jmrrmig tl>eir cbaje. Bat it ipm not tali thw letnjed tt»t 
the comtaittecB of the Hodm of Ooramaiti (for wsHoatteet 

of the Hotibo of Ccmmroia hAd tW iome ire^t) wtnn fro^ 

mg Tjpon them for thn coUnsion ^h Mr Hitting tbit efc 
tome hxroort mci in the direction irere penmtted tobtre 
tome Mcendenoy , end thut e prJ5>et letter tm prerwtd, 
'winchl »ha]l»hairyonrlcnd«hipi,d£nHnidinff firanhlT Hast' 
turn la exact accoont of all the hribei tbatbo bad icceiTrdj 
ad paintmg to hno, in oolonn ta etrotig at n X 
nte, ^ bnb^, hit 6%adt and peonlabom; and. irhat doet 
them great hxjnour for that moment, they direct 

that the money which wat taken from (he Sabob of Onde 
should be camra to bb accotmt. 

Tbeee paiagrabj irer© prepared by the comonttee of cot- 
respondenoe, ana, as I orujerrtand, anprored the court of 
drce(rtQrt, bat nereriTBieaatcrirt to Indak Horerer, some, 
thing was aent, but miaerebly week and buna of lU kind i and 
3rr Hottingi nerer annrered it^ or gare thtas any expltna* 
tion whateTer Ho now, being prepejed for boa departure 
from Caiciitta And banng frmriied alThis oi^ boiisen, west 
np to Oude upon a chase, in 'vloch ;aat now we cannot frOoir 
him He reUtmed in grcftb disgust to Odcutta, and soon 
sflor set Bail for Brmlaod, without erer riring the dircjetoi* 
one wnrd of the explanafacm which he had to ^en pTomised, 
and the^ had repeatedlr asked. 

'We Mte now got Mr Hastings in England, where yon 
win appose some sstu&ctory account of oil these matters 
would oe obt^ned from bun. One would oppose, that on 
Ins amral in London be would bare been a litue gidckesed 
by a menaooj as be expre s ses ft, wEuch tad been thrown out 
Against him m the House of Commooa, that sn inquiry would 
be made into his conduot | end the d fr ^ or^ Apprefaenttye of 
the same thing, thought it good gently to tonnuate to Mm 
by A letter, imtten y^bom and how sp do not know, tli|i 
he on^t to giro some ctplsnAiion of these acoount*. T!ui 
produced a letter which I oeUere in the fm»ioe*s of lie whole 
world cannot be paralleled» not eren himself coaid be i»* 
ponillel in this, JTeref did mrratxre foly working npon 
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conscious gnil^ nnd thwring cncli other totally in confusion, 
ever produce such a fnlse, fraudulent, i)revnricaling letter ns 
this which is now to be given to you. 

Tou have seen him at Patna, at Calcutta, in the country, 
on the Gauges ; now you sec him at the waters at Chelten- 
ham: and you will find his letter from that place to compre- 
hend the substance of all his former letters, and to bo a di- 
gest of all the falsity, fraud, and nonsense contained in Ibo 
whole of them. Here it is, and your lordships will Buffer it 
to be rend. 

I must beg yoity palienco: I must nclcnowlcdgo that it 
has been the most difficult of all things to explain, but much 
more difficult to make pleasant and not wearisome, falsity 
and fraud pursued through all its artifices ; and therefore, as 
it has been the most painful work to us to unravel fraud and 
prevarication, so thcro is nothing that more calls for the at- 
tention, the patience, the vigilance, and the scrutiny of an 
exact court of justice. Put ns you )>nve already lind almost 
the whole of tho man, do not think it too much to hear the 
rest in this letter from Cheltenham. It is dated Chelten- 
ham, 11th of July, 1785, addressed to William I)cvn}'nes, 
Esq. ; ' and it begins thus : “ Sir, The honoupahlc court of 
directors, in their general lettor to Bengal, by tho Surprise, 
dated the 16th of Marclj, 1734 ^, were pleased to express their 
desire that I should inform them of the periods when each 
sum of the presents mentioned in my address of tho 22nd 
May, 1782, was received ; what were my motives for with- 
holding the several receipts from tho knowledge of the coun- 
cil, or of the court of directors ; and what were my reasons 
for taking bonds for part of these sums, and for paying other 
sums into the treasury as deposits on my own account.” I wish 
your lordships to pause a moment. Here is a letter written 
in July, 1785 : you sec that from the 29th of December, 1780, 
till that time, during which interval, though convinced in his 
own conscience, and though he had declared his own opinion, 
of the necessity of gjving a full explanation of these money 
transactions, he had been imposing upon the directors false 
aud prevaricating accounts of them, they were never able to 
obtain a full disclosure from him. 

He goes on. “ I have been kindly apprized that the iu- 
’ See this letter in the Appendix, Vol. V. p. 63 
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Mmrrt m tbm, u jrrt aj)«(ol faun mf I 
hroeUtai liie circmn*i»Dcai of my past ntuatwn, Ti«i coo- 
mjctcaaefbr hannc thus W iniiiheH 
^ ^ tb« presirleaiCT -aiien tha 

twrpme amred , and wbeu I rotumed to it, mj fame sitd 
atte atoop so ^tireiy engrcased, to tbs of iqt final 
departure from ^ a Tandy of other more unportant o<^* 
cupahcaa, of which, »ir, I may sa&ly appeal to your teiti- 
ipaDj.^groond^ an the larya porbon contnWed W myself of 
th^ruBiaoi wiueh aocjpoaoooreoiunlfBtianjof that penod.^ 
These consultabou*, mj lortlj, to which bo appeals, fonn 
of one of the charges that the Commons bsTo 
brough t agau at hlf JJsatmgB, namely, a frsnCulentstteaipt 
to nun certain persons emploj-od m aubcnimsie situations 
under bun, for the puijioMv W mtmdinfl blmself into their 
places of eecetly canymg on lus own trsniaotKms. These 
Tolumes of ccniuhaticm were wntten to justify that act He 
atxt * The suhimaiKJii which my reflect would hate 
etgotned me to pay to the coauaand imposed on me was lost 
to my rw^leetion, perhaps from the itnmcer iaprm^cm 
which the firsl^tnd distant perusal of it had Im on mj mind, 
that rt was ratner inteuded as % Ttprahensma &t something 
whiA had giren oflenee in my report of the origh'al trans* 
action, than on exprewou of cn want of a fiirther cJocidls* 
bon of it." Permit ms to Tnatft a fenr remarbs upon this 
etbuoffdmaiT passage. X letter is written to bun contauv 
mg a repetioou of tee req u e s t wfiicb ittd been aude a 
Band tuMs before, and with wbiefa be bad as often pmodsctl 
to comply And here to says, "it «« lost to toy recoi/ec- 
bon.” Ofaserre his memoir j he can forget the command, 
hut be h»» u oheciuie recnneetioti that he thought it a rr« 
pr^iensfon rather than a deciand I A aw i repnitenrho St a 
strtmgur mode of demand. 'When I say to a serract, "Why 
hare yon not giyon me the account which I hare so often 
asked Xorf is w to Miawer, The reason I hate not girtn it 
IS because J thooAt you wem raOnig ft sod sbuslng md f 
He goe* on, “ j will Ujjw endearour to reply to the diffmot 
cnfstKins yrhidi hate been staled to me, in as • 

iDSuner as I am ahtoi to tuA lofomstion as I „ 

bowmrahlo court is fully eaUtkd^ and where aw 
proTO defeebre, I will pdnt out U* only »«o* *7 
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it Diay be rendered more complete.” In order that your 
lordships may thoroughly enter into the spirit of this letter, 
I must request that -you will observe how handsomely and 
kindly these tools of Erectors have expressed themselves to 
him ; and that even their baseness and subserviency to him 
were not able to draw from him anything that could be sa- 
tisfactory to hip enemies ; for as to these his friends he cares 
but little about satisfying them, though they call upon him 
in consequence of his own promise ; and this he calls a re- 
prehension. They thus express themselves: “Although it 
is n^ our mtention to express any doubt of the integrity of 
e Orovemor-Qeneral, — on the contrary, after having receiv- • 
ed the presents„we cannot avoid expressing our approbation 
ot his conduct m bringing them to the credit of the Com-- 
we must confess the statement of those transac- 
feel ^ ^ ^ unintelligible, that we 

tarilv mnrlA f agreeable to his promise voliin- 

the informed of 

werethe received, and what 

Temal recdn^T^^^^^ withholding the 

the court of dSpS knowledge of the cqjmcil lid of ^ 

bonds trtarrotthl?^ taking, 

the treasun' as deSsTo'O V 

their dpmo^ri his own account.” Such 

telieve^I can aS Sh cert^fatt 

mentioned in the accounf that the several suma^ 

mentioned, were received at above-/ 

dates which are SeTto ^ of V 

contains only the ^oss ‘ thi^ 

m different payments thS, receiv^^d 

I cannot thLeforeTs^i^ i. of tinfe, 
account.” Tone toednffp, 0?^ 


a ^-A^Mmiaciou, namelv fhnf n,.° anatr‘^» 

purpose to which S’ ^ 7 ^ ^one “for pfuv 
should not he so I -vvill n direetti ; TDut if it 

mformation and fnr leave to refer for a more minute 

anon, and for the means of making an7 inTestigatiou 
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oollfcieral mean*. “ 118 other two were eectonlj not hv 
teadott, when I reewTod them, to be mad© pubho, tb^t 
mtendrt for pobhc i«mc^ and •ctnall/’ Mp^bod to rt. 
exigenciw of gorenment wore tk that feoe mj own, oud 
ererT prewuro upon it retted with ita faB jraight upon 
mina. ‘WhoreTW* I could find allowable niefln* of r^erinn 
thoto- wantaj I eagerly tevuA them,” AUoiralilo mesM « 
iwooinnf bnbea for tuch I ahaD proro them to bo In the 
partlcnltr mrtanoea “ But neither could It occur to me ae 
n w ary to «Ute on our proeeedinrt erery httle aid th*t I 
could thu* procure, nor do I know how I could hare atated 
it without appearm^ to ooart tiToar an oatcntatiOD which 
I diadamed, nor ffithout the diance of eyiUng the jea- 
lousy of my eoHeaguci by the oanatructiTa ass^ioa of a 
eeparate and ocpaitxnpated man^ denred from the ioflu- 
onoQ of my station, to which tlmy ought hare had an r^oal 
claim,” 


Now we ace, that after hammering hw bram* for mai^ 
year* he doea ftad oot hi# oKrtrre, which he eooU not TwnJy 
at the time ^ oamely, that If he let his cohn^ea know that 
he was rceemne bribeej and gaming the glory cf rteeiriag 
them, they tD|gat toko it mto them heads UkWieo to have 
thmr share in the same glory, as they were jomed in tho 
eatoe commlatioo, enjoyed the tame pewm, zcod were sub* 
met to the tame restrictionB. It was indeed teandalous In 
Mr Hastinga^ not behtnitg like a good fair coUcagoe la 
ofBeo, not to let them know that he was going on ia this 
career of Tocaniig bribea, and to depTire them of tbor share 
in the glory of it \ but they were groreUjog ertatuxe*, who 
thought that keeping cleon hands was aome rirtuo. Veil, 
hat you bare appliri eome cf these btibea to your own 
booeflt } why din rou giro no acecamt of these bribes T 1 
did DO^ bo aayijjbecaua* it micht ha’fe tjcrted the enry of 
mr cdleagac*. To be acre, if no was ne^rine bribea tor 
hla own benefit, and they not recomng such bnbea, and 
if they had a liking to that kind of^traffie, It U a g»d 
ground of entj. that a matter which onnht to bo In eommon 
amoDg them tWild be confined to Mr Baatiogi, and be 
tha3oro did wril to cocecoil it , andi, on the other hftn<h d 
we fUppoao him to hare taken tbem, as ho preteoda, Cw 
the Oompanj’a use, in order not to esato a ;eakK»y la Ui 
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collonciiPS for bcinij left ou( of (hif^ nii'riiorioim K'n'lro, to 
whicli they had nn equal olniin, lie did well to (aKe honuH 
for what ought to he brought to the Company ’« aecouutH. 
These are rea'-nns npplieahle to his ccdlengm-s, who sat with 
him at the samo board, — Mr. Mnopher.'*on, Mr. Stables, Jtr. 
"Whclor, General Clnvcring. Colonel Mon^'On.nnd Mr. l''ran~ 
cis: he was afraid of exciting tludr envy or their jenloupy. 
Tou will Jiexl see another rea“on, and an rxtrafirdinnry om* 
it is, which he gives Ibr conce.aling these bribes from his 
info.nor.-^. 

But I inu'=t first tell your lord^'liips v.liat, till the proof 
is brought before you, you will fake on rredif^ — indeed it is 
on bis credit, ll*t Mhen Im formed iJic eominitloe of reu ntie 
he bound tl-.ein by .a f oleum oath, “nut, under any name (-r 
prclenco v.hatcvtr, to take from any r'-rniudar, f.u aoT, fwr- 
Fon cont'-erm d in the rr’Venue, or any oth* r, anv nifi, 
ity, alloiv a ! K'*s or reward wbat. v , t , nr air, tlmig heyoiol 
their ral.,ry;’’ .and thi** i** the oath to which h** allud* s. 
Now hi'= nc’.'’e.n fur ro:i(-/.iliiig his brib' fn>m hi*- inb rjor*-, 
tins commit;* e. unce r tli'"-,, f.;!.*** nrol fr.au'iub'iit bun'i'-, hr- 
Fta*e*'thu«: *‘J>ho;;h! b.T.e d't.m'd it j>Tr{ ;* iihrly (lishor- 
ounblc to n\*. I'.e f-r my ov,-) u^.. nir.a.y ] by u 

certain fre.m nlmtn 5 had int' nbe;. d. tb*' r( ** i{.t of 
presents to my inf.-riors, :.:.d bo'ii.d flt-ui by or.tii iiot to 
receive Ih’-m: 1 wa« th- ri f* n- mr;.'.- ti.an or.lit.arll’. ea'itloi,-' 


to avoid t r.c 
to lichl up .D u-e hr.' 
to n.v ov r. <iT 

tru-t‘fertr.e,^ Mr h 
iug tlut V- ;:rc"- C- 
P^:k' v'l ' thing di 
dce-m'.d it r'.rt''r-:ir.’iv 
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djiiwncwraHd #0 to do i and betnnw it Tnmld bo miicIilCToaj 
and ruinoufl to the Comp^^e afijim to taScr tV^m to t»V* 
bnbot. Why then did be tflSce them himif^P It wio ten 
tim« more rumooi that he, who wm tt the heod c< the 
Oomtwnj'i goTemment, and had bound op otben ao ittjctly, 
•hoold precta© the tamo himaelfi and, the r efo r e, uji hot 
**1 ^raatnore than ordinarily cftotioti*,'*— What ? To aioid 
it f No \ to carry it on id so clandeatme and pnTate a 
manner oc ought aeeure me from the toapicion of that 
whidi I hsow to be detestable, and bound cibert np iinai 
5nmctiaing 

"We ihall proTB that the kmd of men from whom ho m* 
terdieted hit oommitteo to rteeire bribes ww the idfintictl 
men from whom he receired them himstlt If it waa good 
for him it waa good for them to be permitted these tnetsa 
of eitortmg ] end, if it cm^t at an to be prsetised, th^ 
cnghfc to be admittwl to etCwt for the good ofw Company 
Elijah Kobktaaen ww erne of the men troai whom be inter, 
dieted them to reemre hribei, and from whom he rwwred 
8 bnba for hi# own nee Bat he my$ be eoneealed it from 
thoxEi, beeauM be thought great zmvehief might hmpen 
eran from thwr ampirion of it, and lest they ahotdd th^ 
by be indmed thomaelTea to proctise it, and to break, their 
(Kdha. 

Ten take it then for granted that be reaBy co»«nkd It 
from thenu Ko ineh thinff i hia prmdpal confidant in re* 
citing theao bribee waa Ur Orofta, xts a pnndpal 
person m tin hoard of rereow, and whom ho had made to 
ewear not to take bribe* , he i* the confidant, and the tctt 
recefror, aa wo ihall proro to your lordihip*. What will 
your JonJihlpa think oi h» afflrtnlng, and arerruig a direct 
fijliebood, that bo ^ it to ceoetal it from these men, when 
one of them wa» his principal confidant and agent In the 
tranaactwn f What will too think of ha being more than 
ofdlrAnly cautiona to arow the anapidon of it r He ought 
to hare aroided the enme, and the rapickra would t^ke 

csreofltaeli “For theee reaecma," beeaya, “Icwoaed it to 

be tranaported iromediatelT to the tyeaawy. There I 
knew, #ir, It could not be'rccetted without bring patreu to 
some tredih and this eould only be done by wtmog it u a 
loan or as a depotlt The first was the least liabW to re- 
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flection ; and therefore I had obviously recourse to it. Why 
the second sum was intended as a deposit, I am utterly ig- 
norant. Possibly it was done without any special direction 
from me ; possibly because it was the simplest mode of en- 
try, and therefore preferred, as the transaction itself did not 
require concealment, having been already avowed.” My 
lords, in fact every word of this is either false or ground- 
less: it is completely fallacious in every part. The first 
sum, he says, was entered as a loan ; the second as a de- 
posit. Why was this done? Because, when you enter 
moneys of this kind, you must enter them under some name, 
some head of account ; and I entered them, he says, under 
these, because other^vise there was nn entering them at all. 
Is this true ? \V’ill he stick to this ? I shall desire to know 
from his learned counsel, some time or other, whether that is 
a point he Avill take issue upon. Tour lordships will see 
there were other bribes of his, which he brought tmder a 
regular official head, namely, durhar charges ; and there is 
no reason why he should not have brought these under the 
same head. Therefore what he says, that there is no other 
way of entering them but as loans and deposits, is not true. 
He next says, that in the second sum there •^as no reason 
for concealment, because it was avowed : but that false de- 
posit was as much concealment as the false loan, for he en- 
tered that money as his own ; whereas, when he had a mind 
to carry any money to the Company’s accoimt, he knew how 
to do it, for he had been accustomed'to enter it under a ge- 
neral name, called durbar charges ; a name, which, in its ex- 
tent at least, was very much his own invention, and which, 
as he gives no account of those charges, is as large and suf- 
ficient to cover any fraudulent expenditure in the account 
as, one would think, any person could ivish. You see him, 
then, first guessing one thing, then another; first giving 
this reason, then another : at last, however, he seems to be 
satisfied that he has hit upon the frue reason of his conduct. 

How let us open t]pe next paragraph, and see what it is. 
“ Although I am firmly persuaded that these were my sen- 
timents on the occasion, yet I will not affirm that they were. 
Though I feel their impression as the remains of a series or 
thoughts retained on my memory, I am not certain that they 
m'ay not have been produced by subsequent reflection on tho 
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pnnapal tact, ecmibimjig with it tb« ^babl« motitefl of n 
or thu 1 tm eorteb, that it was mj oen^ ongioaS^ to bara 
coziecaled the raoeipi of all the siusa, exccfTt tb« sectud, 
CTfio from the knowledge of the conrt of dj^ors, 
had answered mj purpose of public ujdli^, and I had aisiwt 
difmlisod them from mj mnemhjsnce.’' Mr lords, tow 
will obserre m tins most astqgrishmg aceoxmt, which he nWa 
bore, that Mrertl of these cams m meant to eocceol for 
«T€T. eren from the knowledge cf the directors. Look hick 
to hfi letter of 22nd Ifay, 17^ and htt Irtter of the lOth of 
December, and m them he tells jon that he might hare 
concealed them, bat that be was rcsolted not to conceal 
them r that he thought it highlj- dtihaaourable so to do , that 
hii ootisoiBnce woiud baTC been wounded*if he bad 
it^ and that be waa afrmid it would be thought that tlua 
diicorery waa brought from him in conseqnence of the par 
Iiamentjiry inqnlrree. Here ho sajs of a dtscoroy, which 
he tiIqob hunself upon making ndantaril/, that ho is afniid 
it should be attribated to an*o from motires of fetu* 2Vt>w> 
at last, he teUa joq, from Cheltenham, at a tiine when he 
bad just cffusd to dmd the strict account to vhi^ bo b 
called this dar, dnt, that be cannot tell whether anr one 
mofara which^he asaigaa, cither m this letter or m the for* 
totf*, were hts real motire or not, that he does not know 
wbMber he has not mrented them since, in consequence oi 
% tram, of meditatioa upon what he might hare demo or 
might hare said j and, lastly, he eajs. Contrary to all his fur* 
mer dedarationa, '* thai ho had oorar meant nor ctmld gtre 
the directors the least nobce of them at all, os they b*d 
answered hb purpose, and be had dismascd them frxm his 
remembmne*/’ I lutendod, bo aays, always to keep them 
secret, thou^ I hara declared to too solemnly, orcr and orrf 
flgmn, that 1 did not I do not can? bow you dlscorrrfd 
Sem) I boT© forgotten them ^ I hare ditmbscd them from 
my remembrance. Is thU the way in which money u to b? 
lecmred and accounted for ? 

He then proceeds thus « ‘*Bul when !ortnno threw s suin 
of money In my way, of a ma^tude which could not be 
cooceslci,— and the peculiar deUracy of my situation, at the 

limclroceiTedltjUiadomomoTecircumspcetofspncafmncr*,— 

i cbo©o to appme my croployen cT iij which X did bail2j 
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aud generally: hastily, perhaps, to prevent the vigilance and 
activity of secret calumny ; and generally, because I knew 
not the exact amount of which I was in the receipt, but not 
in the full possession? I promised to acquaint them with the 
result as soon as I should be in possession of it ; and, in the 
performance of my promise, I thought it consistent with it 
to add to the amount all the former appropriations of the 
same kind ; my good genius then suggesting to me, with a 
spirit of caution which might have spared me the trouble of 
this apology, had I universally attended to it, that if I had 
suppressed them, and they were afterwards knoivn, I might 
be asked what were my motives for mthholding a part of 
these receipts from the knowledge of the court of directors, 
and informing them of the rest, it being my wish to clear up 
every doubt.” I am almost ashamed to remark upon the 
tergiversations and prevarications perpetually ringing the 
changes in this declaration. He would not have discovered 
this £100,000 if he could have concealed it : he would have 
discovered it, lest malicious persons should be telling tales of 
it. He has a system of concealment; he never discovers 
•anything but when he thinks it can be forced from him. He 
says, indeed, I could conceal these things for ever, but my 
conscience would not give- me leave : but it m guilt, and not 
honesty of conscience, that always prompts him. At one 
time it is the malice of people and the fear of misrepresenta- 
tion which induced him to make the disclosure ; and he values 
himself on the precaution which this fear had suggested to 
him. At another time it is the magnitude of the sum which 
produced this effect : nothing but the impossibility of con- 
cealing it could possibly have made him discover it. This 
£100,000, he declares he would have concealed if he could, 
and yet he values himself upon the discovery of it. Oh, my 
lords, I am afraid that sums of much greater magnitude have 
not been discovered at all. Tour lordships now see some of the 
artifices of this letter. You see the variety of styles he adopts, 
and how he turns himself into every shape and every form. 
J3ut after all, do you find any clear discovery ? do you find 
any satisfactory answer to the directors’ letter p does he once 
tell you from whom he received the money ? does he -tell you 
for what he received it P what the circumstances of the per- 
sons giving.it were, or any explanation whatever of his mode 
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of aocOCTim^ {br it? ^^o , and here, at lut, after to monj 
rear*' litigation, he 4 caftod to accormt for bu prerancatoig, 
foUe occoTmtB fn Oolcott*., and cannot giro them to you. 

Hu explanation of hu coodDct relabTO to the bond* aorr 
only remiiiu for your lordibips* contidenition. Before bo 
left Oolcnttn m July, 17B4, bo asyt, when bo wm going apon 
a oemoe, which be thought a oemeo of danger ho iSoroed 
the lolae bondi which he hod tohen from the Coropauyt do* 
clanng them to be none of fuo. Yon wili ohaerre, tnat tbe»e 
bondi hod be«ii m hu honda from theDthorlCthof Jonuaiy 
(I am not qmte oure of the exact date) to the day w^ be 
went tipOT thu •erncn lome fame in the month of July, 
1764. Thu oerriee be had formerly declared he did not ap> 
preheud to be a wmoe of don^ i bat be fcmnd it to be to 
after i it was m anUcrpotioa of tiiat danger that he made thu 
attestation and certtscate upon tbe h^do. But who em 
■aw them ? Hr Icarbni aaw thorn, nya he ; I gare them to 
!Mr Lorkiaa. IVe win ihow too hereafter tlut Jlr I«r- 
kmi deaerree no credit in thu bminea ; that honour blnda 
him not to ducorer the oecreta of Ur Hostings. But why 
did he not dehrar them op entirely, when huwaaromg upon 
thot femoe f ^or all pretence of concealment in the buaineta 
woa now at on end, u we thall prore ^^'by did he not can- 
eel theee bond* f why keep them at tU ? why not enter trolT 
the tUte of the oocount in tho Oompoo/s records P But 1 
radorocd them, bo »a^ Did too debrer them ao Indoried 
into the treoBurr P Noj I deliTcred them indortcd into tho 
hands of brlbe-hroker and agent. But why not dcttity 

them, op ciTo them up to tbe Cjotnpany, and aay ^ou were 

paid, whicn would hare been tbe oulV truth m thw traniac- 
lion ? did you not indop« them before 7 “Why not 

during the long period of eo many y«r» eancul them ? No, 
^ kept them to tho tc^ day when he waa going from Cal- 
cotta, and had made a ueclsratton that th^ were not bi». 
Kctct before, upon any account, had th^ appeared ; and 
though the committee of tbe Uoum of Comment, in 
dereuth report, had remoriced upon all tbo*j aaniilcui pn^ 
ecedinga end proTancationa, yet m was not ■timu’Uled, e»c« 

then, to Rire up tbeao bond*. lie held them m hb baud^ 
till the time wnen he was prepanag for hi* dqjartore Iron 
Calcutta, in eplto of tho director*. In ipjtc of the pwihameut. 
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in pplto of Iho crios of his own ron'-cionoi'. in n nuilor whifli 
wnp now gnwn public, nml wonhl Knocl; doubly upon nia 
rcpntntion and oojuhiol. lie then dcclnrrp tbcvarc not for his 
own npc, but for tlio Cotupnny’a service. lUit were they 
fbon cnncelKd r I do not find a trace of their beinix cancelled. 
In thip letter of the 17t)\ of .Iruninry, 1.7S5. be payp. *' With re- 
gard to ilu'-'-e bondp, the following pjiius were paid into the 
treasury, and bondp gnintod for the Paine, in the name of the 
(lovoruor-Oencr.d, in who‘'t‘ poppcppion the bonda reinnin, 
with .a declaration upon each indi'r.>-ed, and figned by him, 
that he ha'; no claim on the Company for the amount either of 
principal or intcrc.'-t.nopart oft he hit t<’r having beenrcci'ivcd.” 

To the account of the 22nd of Mav, of the indor?ement, 
ip added the declaration upon oath. Jbit why any man need 
to deelari' upon leith that the money which he Inns fraudu- 
lently talccu and concealed from another jierpon is not his, is 
the mo.'-t e.Mtniordinary thing in the world. If lu; liad a 
mind to have it jdaeed to his credit as In'- own, then an nntli 
would he neec.'-ary *, hut, in thi.s ea.'-i*. any (me would helicve 
him upon his word. He eome.s, liowevc'r, and s.ays, This is 
indorsed ujmn oath. Oath! before what mngi.slrafe ? In 
whose jioesos'sion were the b(indH? Were Hkw triv^-n tip? There 
i.s no trace of that upon the record, and it slamlR for him to 
prove that they were ever given up, and in any hand.s hut 
Jtlr. Larhius’p and his own. So here are the bonds, begun 
in obscurity and ending in obscurity, nsbes to n.^hes, dust to 
dust, eorrujilion to corruption, and fraud to fraud. This is 
all we sec of these bonds, till ^Ir. Larkins, to whom ho 
writes some letter concerning them, which docs not appear, 
is called to read a funeral sermon over them. 

Mv lords, I am coinc now near the period of this class of 
Mr. iTasling.s’s bribes, I am a little exhausted. There are 
many circumstances that might make me wish not to delay 
this bu.'Jincss by taking up another day at your loid.ships’ 
bar, in order to go through this long intricnlc scene of cor- 
ruption. But my stryjngth now fails ino. I hope within a 
vei^ short time, to-morrow or the next court day, to finish 
it, and to go directly into cndencc, as I long much to do, to 
substantiate the charge ; but it was necessary that the evi- 
dence should be explained. Ton have heard as much of the 
drama as I cofild go through ; bear with my weakness a lit. 
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tl*. 1& Lsittin»’i l«tt«r irfll bft the epilogue to ft. I lure 
tlreadj incurred the oemure of the pmoner j I aiean to m» 
eretae It bj" brmgtcg home to hnfl tie proof of hn emnw, 
and to dn^y them m nil theip force and tuipitaie. It u 
ray du^ to do it j 1 led it an obligation nearest to my 


TRIAL. 

njiSDAY, 7tb mat, 1789, 


(Ujl Bimn.) 

Ht Lomjw,—'\VbfrQlbad the honour liit to nddrcMyoa 
from thu place, I endeaToored to preea thia poattwn upon 
your mmdn, and to fortify it \n the example ot the proceed* 
inga of hir HAfhngt, tut ooaeon^ and inaecurton in a 
matter of account oonabtated a just prcffuffipboo^ fraud. I 
ebowed, from ha ovn lettera, that hu nccounta Tvre ccn* 
fused and inaccurate. 1 am reedp, my lords, to admit that 
there are dtuaiboas in irhich a raiouter in high office mar 
use concealment { it may be his duty to use concealineDt 
from the enettuee of bu rassten i it mar he prudent to use 
concealment from hu infcnora m tho semce It uifl alrati 
bo auapiciooi to uao concealment from hia coDeaguci sad ce- 
ordinatea m office. Bat when. In a money transaction, snr 
man uses concealment with regard to them to whom the 
money belong be is of a fraud. ATy lords, I tars 

shown you that Mr llastingt kept no account, by hU own 
eonfcMion, of tho inoniea that ho bad priratelr taken, at b* 
pretends, for tho Compai^'a acrrice, and we hare but too 
much reason to presume, lor bia own "We hare shown ypo. 
my lords, that ho has not only no acw^ta, hot no mcftwrr « 
we haro shown, that ho does not eren understand his own 
motireti that, when called nponto recollcet them he bee* 
10 gucas at tbra j aod t^l a* bw meewry is to be sepi’bcu 
by hit guess, so ho has no confidence in bii guesses. He st 
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first finds, after a lapse of about a year and a Imlf, or some- 
^vhat less, tbat he cannot recollect irbat his motives were to 
certain actions, which upon the very face of them appeared 
fraudulent. He is called to an account some years after to 
' explain what they were, and he makes a just reflection upon 
it : namely, that as his memory did not enable liim to find 
out his own motive at the former time, it is not to be ex- 
pected that it would be clearer a year after. Tour lordships 
\vill, however, recollect, that in the Cheltenliam letter, which 
is made of no perishable stufi', he begins again to guess ; but 
after he has guessed, and guessed again, aod after he has 
gone through all the motives he can possibly assim for the 
action, he tells you, he does not know whether those were 
his real motives?, or whether he has not invented them since. 

In that situation the accounts of the Company were left, 
with regard to very great sums which passed through Mr. 
Hastings’s hands, and for which he, instead of giving his 
masters credit, took credit to himself ; and being their debtor, 
as he confesses himself to be, at that time took a security 
for that debt, as if he had been their creditor. This 
required explanation: explanation he was called upon for 
over and over again : explanation he did not give, and de- 
clared he could not give. He was called upSn for it when 
id India ; he had not leisure to attend to it there. He was 
called upon for it when in Europe ; he then says he must 
send for it to India. "With much prevarication, and much 
insolence too, he confesses himself guilty of falsi^^ing the 
Company’s accounts by making himself their creditor when 
he was their debtor, and giving false accounts of this false 
transaction. The court of directors was sloiv to believe him- 
guilty ; parliament expressed a strong suspicion of his guilt, 
and wished for further information. Mr. Hastings, about 
this time, began to imagine his conscience to be a faithful 
and true monitor, which it were well he had attended to 
upon many occasions, as it would have saved him his appear- 
ance here ; and it told him that he was in great danger from 
tbe parliamentary inquiries that were going on. It was now 
to be expected that he would have been in haste to fulfil 
the promise which he had made in the Patna letter of the 
20th of January, 1782 ; and accordingly we find that about 
this time hio iirat agent Major Eairfai was sent over to 
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Europe, ffbeh igent entered lmn»df at the Inda nooio, tnd 
tppairod. before the oommitteo of the ITouie of Capone, 
OB on a^t expreaJy aent orer to eibun whaterer mlgtit 
appear doubtful m hi* conduct. Major Fairfai, notirrtliatMd* 
mg the character m which ilr Ibitingi employed him, ap- 
peared to be but a letter-carrier: be had nortumg to aaj, ho 
gare them no mfomation in the India Ilouao at aU j to the 
coTiunittee (I can apeak witb the deamew of a mtneta), he 
pare ua no aatisiaction whaterer Howerer, this acent ran- 
lahed in a moment, m order to make way for another more 
Bubftantial, more effiaent agent t an agent perfectly IcnoTm 
m thiB country — An agent tnoirn tie name giren to him 
b^ hlr. Hasting who, like the pnncca of ^tho Eart, gite* 
title* ( he cbUb him an locomparahte agent , and by that name 
be IB rerj well known to your loroshipa and the world 
Tbu agent, Major Scott, who, I bchoro, wai here pnor to 
the time of Major Fairfei’a arrir*!, in the cKaractcr of an 
agent, end forthoreTT aamo porpooea, wai called ^foro tho 
committeo, and oxaratned point by point, artiejo by article, 
upon all that obacirre enumerahoQ of bril^ which the court 
of direeton dodaro they did not ondcratand; but he de- 
clared that hp could ip^ nothing with regard to any of 
then tTTLDBac&na, and that he had gt^ noini&uctiona to et- 
pltin any part of tbeem There wa# but one circomttanco 
which in tne oourae ofhiJ oxammation we drew feom him, 
namelr, that one of theae articlca entered in the account of 
the 2*2nd of May ob a dep^t bad been nrcciTed from Mr 
llaatingt as a bribe from Ch«t Singi be produced an extract 
of a letter rdafare to it, which tout lonlihipf in the eomte 
of tbi* tnal may *eo, and which will lead na into a further 
and mom minute inquiry on that bead j but when tlot com- 
mitten made tbeir report in 1783, not one aincle artkle had 
been explained to paniament, not one explained to tie Com- 
pany, except thi* bribe of Cbcit Sing which Str. Ilaftmn 
bad nerer taught pricier to communicate to the nut-Ioda 
Company, ehber by himiclfi nor, a» Car ft wo could find out, 
by fiiagentj nor wai it at lait otherwtie dbeorered thin 
as it was drawn out from him by a long examroaiioa is tie 
comniittco otf the How of Commons, And thus, notwith- 
standing tho lettera ho had wnlten and the armt* bo ^ 
ploTed/w aeemed absolutely and firmly rwolml to giro tii 
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.'■mplcytTf 'no Fn<i‘'fni’{ion nt nil. "W lint is ruriotts in Ihia 
proccinlinr: is. thnl Mr, nil Ihr (iint* lit' ooni’rnts, 

rnflcnvour? to pot liim>:oir tbo m-dit of n diioovt ry. Tour 
lorjlfliii"^ hnvo j-oon wlint his tlUrmorv is ; Init Mr. Hnslinps, 
nmonir his othor very oxtr.nonlinnry nonnisilions, hns fouml 
nn cffoottinl nn tho^l of ronr- nhnont through <ii«cnvon*. 1 
will vciuv.ro to snv thnt, whntovor .‘•uspioions thert' iniphl 
have boon of Mr. bribcj., there wns inoni crtVrtnnl 

conconlmont in n'^-ard to every riroutnst.nnoi’ rc‘'|H'otiiip iln-jn 
ill that discovery thnn if he hnd Kept n total silonee. Other 
inenns of disoovorv* inipht have been fouinl. but tin's slnmlinp 
in the ^\.^y prevented the rtuploMm-Mt of lho«e ini'.-iiiH. 

Tlunirs eonliyued in this state till the time of the h-iter 
fnun Cbeltenhnm : the t’lieltenhnm lelt<‘r deelnred thnt Mr. 
llnstines liiiew imthinr: <if the Hint ter; tlinl be lind brouqht 
with bim no nceonnts to I'nclnnd njion the subjis-t ; nnd 
thouqh it npprnrs by Ibis very b-tter. thnt he hnd wifli him 
nt Gheltvnhnm fif he wrote (he letter nt Cheltinhnin) a 
qrc.nt deni of Ins other correspondenre, tlint he hnd his 
letter of the 22nd of May with liim, yi t any nreonnl thnt 
ennid elucidate thnt letter Im deelnretl that lie had not : hut 
iic hinted, that a Mr. Lnrldns in India, wlmm vour lordships 
will be better acquainted with, v-ns perfectly n^jiprired of all 
tbnt Irnnsnetion. Your lordships will observe tlint Mr. 
Hastings lias all his faculties, some w.ny or otlier, in deposit ; 
one person can speak to his motives; nnotlier knows his for- 
tune hettor than himself; to others he eommits the senti- 
ment.al parts of Ids defence ; to iMr. I.arkins he commits his 
niemor}'. M’c shall see what a tTusleo of memory Mr. Ijar- 
kins is,' nnd how flir he answers the purpose, which might be 
expected wlien appealed to by a man who has no memory 
himself, or who has left it on the other side of the water ; 
nnd who leaves it to another to explain for liini accounts 
which he onglit to have kept himself, nnd circumslancca 
which ouqht to be deposited in his own memory. 

This Chcltcnhairi letter, I believe, originally became 
k&otTO, as far ns I c.an recollect, to the I louse of Commons 
upon n motion of !Mr. Hastings’s own agent : I do not like to 
bo positive upon that point, but 1 think that was the first 
appearance of it. It appeared likowiso in public ; for it 
was thought’ so extraordinary and laborious a performanco, 
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bj- tha wntar or hi* fiaand^ « inijeed it i*, that It mjgtit 
•erre to opaa a new vonroe of eloqacmce in tii« kutedotn | 
•nd contequentlj- wm printed, I bebnrei, at the defiw of 
the partia* themwlTO*. Bat howerer it became known, it 
rtiiBed an extnnue cunoeity in the public to hear, when Mr 
ifoitnigf could say notmng, after bo many Tear*, of Eua 
own canoema and hii own aflain, what wtafactioa Mr 
Larkm*, at la*t, wopld give concfflning them. Ihia letter 
wa* directed to ilr Bera/ne*, chairman of the c our t of di- 
rector*. It dooi not appear that the court of director* 
wrote anything to India m eonBeqneoco of it, or that thi^ 
directed thie tatufaotory aoeonnt of the bualnea* ihculd be 
nren them , but tome priTate commonicatii^D* passed be* 
reeen Mr HartiDg*, or m* agent*, and htr LarHn*. There 
wa* a general expe^tlon upon tiu* occailoQ, 1 beHere, In 
the House of Commons, and m the nation at large, to know 
wlmt would become of the portentous inquiry Mr Halt- 
ing* hs* alwaji contneed to Hare half the globe between 
question and antwer] when be wiuid India, the questioo 
want to hus, and tbeo be adjourned his answer tfTl he came 
to Bnglahd t aiid, when be came to Bndand, it waa ne«eft> 
tary aofwq* shoold artire from Indm ( so that there is 
no manner of doubt that all lime wb* giren for digertlng, 
Comparing, collating, and makmc up a OOTcct memory upon 
the occasion. But, my lord*, Mr IaHuus, who has in cus- 
tody Mr Halting*'* memory, DO small part of hi* coMoence, 
and all hn acoounttj did, at last, in compliance with Mr 
Hasting*’* detire, think proper to *cDd an account. Then, 
at last, we may expect light. Where are we to look for sc- 
count* but from au accountant genernl P where aro they to 
be met with, uniets from him t and, accordingly. In that 
night of porplmd^ Into which Mr llastiDg*’* corretpoo- 
deuce Md plongeo them, men looked up to the dawning of 
the day which w»a to follow that star, the little I*u«er 
which, with hi* lamp, wa* to dl»pcl the ibade* of night, and 
giro n* some *ort oi light Into tni* darkimytterioui tran«c» 
tion At last the htUo lamp appeared, and wa* laid on iKi 
table of the House of Oommon*. on the motion of 3Cr lI*Jt- 

iDM’i frlendt for wo did not know of it* *rTiTil. It ar- 
nres, with all the Intelligeoce, all the memory, aecnrary. *ad 
ciremeM wbld^ Iilr Lorkiu* can furnish for ill- lI*sUn^*» 
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upon n l)U5mc?5 tliot InTori" un;' iicllunj: l>ul iin-plory niid 
conliifion. The necount cnlinl, “ ('opy of tlio pnrtiinilnrrt 
of tlie dntc.s on uhich ilio ctnnponi'Ht pnrl-- of Mtmlry MUim 
included in tlio necount of juttuH nvciv<'d on the necount of 
tlic lionoumMc Coinnnny In* the (tovrrnor-ftcncml, or jmid 
to llioir tn'nPury by ni:< order, nnd npplied to tlicir rervjci*, 
when received lor ^Ir. lln?tinj;i*, nnd pnidlo ptib»trc:i<-urer." 
The letter from Mr. Janrbin? con!*i!*k*d of tno pnrf**; th>l, 
nliat wnn ro inueh vnnt'.nl, nn n<*eouut ; next, vhnt unn 
wiintod most of all to Hucb nn nocount as lie rent, a eoiuinent 
nnd explanation. The account coimirted of two meinbcr.s ; 
one f^.avo nn account of rcvrml detached brilH‘.s tliat l\Ir. JJ.as- 
ttnf;;s bad rx'ccivcd within the caur>e of aboijt a year nnd n 
lialf; and tlie other, of a fjrent bribe which he iiod received, 
in one pro'-s rum of .€UKi.tK>0. from the Nabob of Oude. It 
appeared to u.«, upon looking into ibr.se nccnjinta, that there 
wa.s fome ccopranhy, a little bad cbronolopv, but nothing oleo 
in the fir.-t ; neither the perj^ons who tool: the money, nor 
tijc persons from whom it wa? taken, nor the ends for which 
it W.1? given, 7ior any other circnmrtanccs, are nnuitionod. 

'J’hc first thing we raw was Dina^qwrr, 1 belieV(' you 
know Ibis pii-cc of geography, that ifis one of tl^o proviilco.s 
of the kingdom of Jlcngai. We then have a long .seriea of 
months, with a number of suma nddial to them; nnd, in tlu' 
end, it is said, that on the IStb nnd lOth of Assin, moaning 
part, of September nnd part of October, were paid to Mr. 
t.’rofts two lacks of rupees ; and tlien remains one lack wbicb 
was taken from a sum of three lacks G,97.'i rupcc.s. 

After we bad avnited for itir. Hastings’s omi necount; 
after it bad been pursued tbrougb a scricH of corrcHpoudenco 
in vain : after bis agents bad come to England to c.xpinin it, 
tin's is the explanation that your lord.‘jbi))S have got of this 
firstarticlCjDinagepore; not the person paid to, not the person 
paying, arc mentioned, nor any other circumstance, e.xccpl 
the signature, Q. O. S. ; Ibis might serve for Qcorrjc Gilbert 
Sauders, or any other, name yoti plca.se ; and seeing CroJJs 
abo^-e it, you might imagine it was an Engb'.sbman : and this, 
•which I call a geographical and a chronological account, is the 
only account wc have. 3\Ir, Larkins, upon the mere fiicc of 
the account, sadly disappoints us ; nnd I will venture to say, 
that in matter* of account Bengal book-keeping is ns romoto 
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from good book keeping u tl»e Benga] pctnelu t« renot* 
from *11 the role* of good compomtaon- 

yft> h*Te hoirerer got aome Lgbt} ntmc-jr, tliat one G 
G S, h** ptid Krais money to ifr CrofU for iome pnr- 
po*e } but fiTjm whom ttb know not, nor where : tb*t tHere 
u ft place called Ihnigepare, and Mr HtitiagireceiTcd 
tome money from wmeboffy in Ihnagepore, 

Ibe next article it Patjut. Toor lordahjp* are not *0 01 
acguamted with the geomphy of India aa not to know that 
there ia tmch a place aa Parte*, nor ao ill acquamted with the 
chronology of it aa not to know that there are three tnonthi 
called Byaack, Aaein, Cbeyt. Here wa* peid to Mr Crofta 
two lacks of rupeei, and there wa* left a bidinco of aboot two 
more. 

Bat, though you learn, with regard to the prorince of 
Bmagepore^ that there u a boloDce to be dncba^cd by G 
G B , yet, with regard to Batna, wo hare not oren ft G G 
S.{ we hare no ftort of light whaterer to know throncti 
whoee haoda the moaer poaaed, sor asr rbmpae of li^t 
whaterer reepeetmg it. Yon may expect {o to made amendi 
ia the *otbef prormce, caBed JfudJee, where Mr Haatingi 
bad recviredrft conaide^le sum of money t thm U the rery 
•ame darknea j not a word from whom reeeirtd, by whom 
reoeired, or titr other orcumatance, but that it wa* paid into 
the lian^ of Mr Haitingt'* viiffi fronyn, a* be waa com- 
monly caDed in that country, into the hand* of Mr Crofla, 
who M hii white agent m recemng bribe* ; for ho waa rery 
far from haring bat one. 

After aH thu inqunr, after *o many Krrcre animadrrr- 
aion* from the ilouae Oommon*, after all thoao reiterated 
letter* from the dirwtora, after an appheaHoa to Mr Ilaat- 
ing* when you are huntnig to get at acme expUna- 

hon of the proeeodlnga mentioned m the letter of the month 
of Sfay, 17^ you rcjceire here, to Mr Larkina’f letter, 
which i* dated the 6th of Auguat, 1780, thu account , -rblch, 
to be aure, girw an a mating b^t into tbb bnameas it ^ a 
letter for which it was worw cending to Ben^ worth wait- 
ififf far with aJ] that aniioua expcrtatlDn i^th wMch ineo 
wSt for great erenta. Upon the face of the account there b 
not one •vngte word whi?n can tend to illnatmfe the matter 
He TOO* up the whole, and rcakra out that there wa* ro' 
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eeivod five lacks nud 50,000 rupcc.s; ilmt is lo say, £55,000 
out of tlio sum of nine lacks and 50,000 engaged to bo paid 
— namely, 

Prom Dinngeporo . . . , , 4-, 00, 000 

Prom Kudaea ..... 1,50,000 

And from Patna . . . . 4,00,000 


9,50,000 


Or £95,000 


No\r you hare ffot full light ! Calookaf signifies n contract 
or an agreement ; and tins agreement was to pay ^fr. Hast- 
ings, as one should lliink, ccrt.iin sums of money ; it does 
not say from whom, but only that such a sum of money was 
paid, and that there remains such a balance. When you 
come and compare the money received by Mr, Crofts with 
these cabooleats, you find that the caboolcats amount to 
£96,000, and that the receipt has been about £65,000, and 
that upon the face of this account there is £‘K),00t> some- 
where or other unaccounted for. There never was such a 
mode of account-keeping, except in the new system of this 
bribe exchequer. 

Tour lordships will now see, from this luminous, satisfac- 
tory, and clear account, which could come from no other 
than a great accountant and a great financier, establishing 
some new system of finance, and recommending it to the 
world as s^erior to those old-fashioned, foolish establish- 
ments, the Exchequer and Bank of England, what lights are 
received from hir. Hastings, 

However, it does so happen that from these obscure hints 
we have been able to institute examinations which have dis- 
covered such a mass of fraud, guilt, corruption, and oppres- 
sion, as probably never before existed since the beginning 
of the world : and in.^that darkness we hope and trust the 
diligence and zeal of the House of Commons will find light 
sufficient to make a full discovery of his base crimes. We 
hope and trust that after all his concealments, and though 
he appear resolved to die in the last dyke of prevarication, all 
ais artifices will not be able to secure him from the siege 

TOL. YII. i M 
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£pom good book kemng u tbo Bengal pafneiet an naoU 
from ail the rnle* of gcM coropcwjtuaL 
Wo hare however got aome light } name-j, that one & 
G 8. bai pmd aomo mon^ to Air OofU for aome pur- 

r ae f but from -whom wo know not, nor where j that there 
a place caHod Ihnjigepore, and that Mr Haetbga recened 
aome monej- from aoroebodj m Ilmagepore 
The next artjclo ii Pajaa. Tour lordahipe are not ao ill 
acquainted with the geo^phy of Indu aa not to know that 
there ii auch a place aa Paftw nor ao ill acquainted with the 
chronolc^ of it at not to know that there are three montba 
called B/aaA, Aaain, Cboyt Hero wna paid to Air Cio^ 
two lackf of rupee*, and there wa* left a balance of about two 
more. 

Bot, though TOO learn, with regard to the prorince ol 
Dinagepore, that there la a balance to be dtacharged W G 
G 8 j yet, with regard to Pataia, we hare cot even a G G 
S , wo have no aort of light whateror to know through 
whoee hands the caaQ^paaeed, nor aor clnnpse of ll^t 
whaterp retpectiog it ion may expect to m made amends 
in the otbec ptormce, eaQcd where Mr Hastings 

had recezredti eoMido^le ran of money i there hr the rey 
tamo darkneee j not a word from whom reedTed, by whom 
reoeiTodfOr oi^ other ctreumatanee, hot that it «u pw in(o 
the Lanu of Air Haatinga*a trii/e /virjvn. mm ho waa com* 
monly called in that country, into the Eands of Air Croft*, 
who M hu white agent m roceiring biibcw f for ho wa* nij 
far from hanng but one 

After all thia inquirr, after ao many terero animadrer' 
fwna from the Jlooae of Oommona, after all there reiterated 
letter* from the dn^tora, after an appbcatlon to Mr J[a*t 
ing* when you are bantoc to get at wme apian* 

txon of the proceeding* mentioned m the letter of the moctli 
of Alay, 17o2 roa reecjro bere, by Air Laridna’a lettre, 
which 1* dated the 6tb of Auguat, 1780, thia account j whlcn, 
to be sure, cire* an amaaing light inta thi* bufinf** • 
letter for which it was worth rending to Bengal, woi^ wait* 
fug Jot with aiT that ani&o* capocUiftoa wnA wAAri 
wait for great erent* tTpon the mce of the account there i* 
not one Mglo word whisn can tend to iUtutrafe the matter 
He auma op the whole, and make* oot that there wu r^ 
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eeived five lacks and 60,000 rupees ; that is to say, £66,000 
out of the sum of nine lacks and 50,000 engaged to be paid 
— ^namely, 

From Dinagepore 4,00,000 

From Ifuddea 1,60,000 

And from Patna . . . . 4,00,000 


9,60,000 
Or £96,000 

Now you have ^ot full light ! Oabooleat signifies a contract 
or an agreement ; and this agreement was to pay Mr. Hast- 
ing,, as one should think, certain sums of money; it does 
not say from whom, but only that such a sum of money was 
paid, and that there remains such a balance. When you 
come and compare the money received by Mr. Crofts with 

‘'■e caWeats amoimt to 
±>96,000, and that the receipt has been about £66,000 and 
that upon the face of this account there is £40 OOD some- 
where or other unaccounted for. There nevt wTsS a 

toi^Tnd cW ' ^ see from this luminous, satisfac- 

S a from no other 

some new ^ financier, establishing 

world 1 1 ^ance and recommending it to thi 

ments the iSroli ^ old-fashioned, foolish establish- 

received from England, what lights are 

we have beelbiri^°lE?.T from these obscure hin^ 
covered such a massll examinations which have ^ 
Sion, as probably never bef^’ corruption, and om^- 
of the world: a^d in beg^og 

dil^ence and zeal of tbn •rr^®’'^os8 we hope and tr/^ me 
BuSjient to make a full Commons will m light 

hope and frust that^f.^rb^ ^ 

be appear resolved to dS infhp ^nceahnent^d though 
ais artifices yfOi. not blbi pr^i-cafion, all 

Tou VII. ^ to secure hiro%uD the 
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which the dihgenc© of the Hoom of Common* h*s ox] to 
.nil oormption*. 

Your lordihjpfl will remiric in ■ pgragmTt, whidi, though 
it itnnd* lait, m the flnt in prmcJpfe, inijx. Lorhn*'* 
that, baring before gtren m* comment, be perontM, as is 
nahirsl, upon tiicb an oocacom Thti peromioo, at it utoal 
m perontiona, it in fkroor of the pertiea tpeiiW it, and ad 
ayneUusudum tntdtionn, “Oonamon* (bo tay*^ that tbo 
concern which I hare bad m theae tncnaacticat needt neither 
an apoloCT nw ea excaaa,” — that it rather extraorduuirj too f 
— “ and that I hare in no action of mj Ufo taonficed the dutj 
and fidelity which I owed to my bcoonrable employen either 
to the regard which I fdt for another, or to admnoemeot 
of my own forttme, I ahatl oonclade thia address, drmly relr> 
mg upon the candour of those bofbro whom it may be nS* 
mitte^ for it* bomg deemedatatulactoryat woMatacircmz>> 
itantial eomplknee rrith tfaereoiniitioii m omformity to which 
the mformatum it afiorda hat ocen fumiahed t ” moamng as 
nor lordahJpt will tee m the whole ceone of the letter, that 
be had wnt^ tt m oompliacce with the reqatoboo, and ia 
confornfit^ to the informatkn be bad bm fixnuthM with by 
hir HaitiDga ; — ^ without whidi it would hare been at base 
a* ditbonoQ^le for me tpontanaously to hare afforded it t &r 
though the duty which ereiy man orrts to himaelf iliOTld 
rend^ him inoepahle of Twtnn^ ui aaserbon not itnetly true, 
no mac, actual either by rirtuout or honourable srob' 
menta, could mistakenly apprehend that, unlese he betrayed 
the confidence ropoaed In nun by another, bo might iw deenjed 
deficient m fld^ty to bit employon ” 
ilr lorda, bore la, m my opauon, a dxicoreiy rcjy wrU 
worthy your lordahipa’ attention j bore ia the accotmtant* 
general of the Company, wbo deolarea, and fixes it as a pomt 
of bonoor, that bo would not hare made a dbcorcry w> iav 
portont to them if Hr Ha*tfn« hunerif bad not aathonr™ 
oim-tp make it t a point to wbioi bo conaiders hunsdf bootw 
by hi* honour to adhera Let la sw^what beco me* ot^ tu 
when the pnnciple of hcoour b #o debauched and perrerCf I 
A principle of bonour, as long as it b eotmected with 
adds no tnuU eiEcacy to ita opeiwtion, and no amaTl hiniijsncy 
fnd luatre to ita appeamncei but honour, tbo tnoroent that it 
becocno* unconneeted with tbo dutie* of ofl^W foartto 
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^x'ltb il:2 relations of life, and tlic eternal and iinnnitable 
rules of morality, and appears in its substance alien to tliem, 
changes its nature ; and, instead of justifying a brcacb of 
duty, aggravates all its misebiefs to an almost infinite degree ; 
by tbe apparent lustre of tbe surface it bides from you the 
baseness and deformity* of tbe ground : bore is Mr. Hastings’s 
agent, Mr. Larbins, tbe Company’s general accountant, pre- 
fers bis attacbment to bir. Hastings to bis duty to tbe Com- 
pany. Instead of tbe account wmicb bo ought to give to 
them, in consequence of the trust reposed in him, be tbinba 
himself bound by honour to Jlr. Hastings, if Mr. Hastings 
bad not called for that explanation, not to have given it ; so 
that T\’batevcr fibscuritj’- is in this explanation, it is because 
Mr. Hastings did not autbori/.c or require him to give a clearer. 
Here is a principle of treacberous fidelity, of perfidious hon- 
our, of the faith of conspirators against tbeir masters, the 
faith of robbers against tbe public, held up against tbe duty 
of an ofilcer in a public situation. You see bow they are 
bound to one another, and bow they give their fidelity to 
keep tbe secrets of one another, to prevent tbo directors 
having a true knowledge of tbeir aflairs ; and, I an\ sure, if 
you do not destroy this honour of conspirators^and this faith 
of robbers, that there will be no other honour and no other 
fidelity among tbe servants in India, Mr. Larkins, your 
lordships see, adheres to tbe principle of secrecy ; you will 
next remark, that !Mr. Hastings had as many bribe-factors as 
bribes ; there was confidence to be reposed in each of them, 
and not one of these men appears to be in tbe confidence ol 
another. You will find in this letter tbe policy, tbe frame, and 
constitution of this new exchequer. Mr. Crofts seems to 
have known things which Mr. Larkins did not. Mr. Larkins 
knew things which Gunga Govin Sing did not. Gunga 
Goidn Sing know things which none of tbe rest of the con- 
federates knew. Cantoo Baboo, who appears in this letter 
as a principal actor, was in a secret which Mr. Larkins ^d 
npt know. It appears, likewise, that there was a Persian 
moonshee in a secret of which Cantoo Baboo was ignorant ; 
and it appears that Mr, Palmer was in the secret of a trans- 
action not entrusted to any of the rest. Such is the laby- 
rinth of thismractical^oinc^e, or screw, that if, for instance, 
fou were enaeavouring to trace backwards some transactioa 

•i z2 
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throogii Mf^Jor Ptlmer, you woold bo ftoppod tbew j »nd 
murt go back agaiu, for it bad btgun iritt Cantoo Baboo 
If m anotber you iroro to pfflietn^s mto the daA race* of 
the black breaat of Oantoo Baboo, you ccrald not go ftirtber j 
for it bagan with Ooda Gonu Bnig If you pinrc® tba 
breaat of Gunga Gonn Bmft you are again itMipod j a Per- 
abu mocoaboe wu the eoufifehal agent If you bo- 
yond thdL you find Mr XArkina knew aometbing which the 
otbera did not , and at last you find Mr Haftmga did not 

J iot entire confidence m any of thenL Ton will aeo by tbia 
etter that be kept bia aocouota in alZ eoionn, black, white, 
and moaxotmto i that be kept then m aQ langnagea } in Per* 
sum, m BongiUeo, and m a language which, Xbwpre, ta nei- 
ther Pernan nor Beogalleo, nor any otlw known hi the 
world, but a langoage in which hlr Haatmn found it 
proper to keep hta accounts and to tranaaot & buiineta 
iTie peraona carrying on the accounta are Mr Larkina, an 
Boghahman, Cantoo Baboo, a Oentoo, and a Feman moon- 
sbee, probably a hlahomedau. So all kngu«ge#i aiU nhgi^, 
all deraptioni of men, are to keep the account of tbeae 
bribea, £ai to make out thk Taloable account which Mr 
Larkmj gar© pju ! 

Let UB now see how far the memory, obaerraBcin, and 
knowledge of the persona refeffred to can »upp^ the want of 
them m Mr Hastings 'theao aceounta come at last, though 
iate, from Mr lerkmi^ who, I win rentare fo »y, iet the 
banyina boaat what they has skill perhaps egnal to 
the beat of them i he b^na by explaining to you aoine* 
thing concerning tho preaent of ifao ten ladta. 1 wiah your 
lordwlpt aiwaya to bio Mr Hastinga'a word, where it can 
be I wl, or Mr La^ns’a, who waa the rcpreaentaliTo of, and 
memoTy-keeper to, Mr Hastings ; and tian I may perfi^ 
take tlie llber^ of m aking some obserrationji upon it. — “ Ei 
tract of a letter from "Wuiiara Larkina, accountant-general of 
Bengal, to the chairman of the Eaat-Iadui Company, dated 
Ctli^4iguit, 178C. hlr Hastuigs retained from Benarea to 
Oaleutta on tho Cth Pebruaiy, 1782, at that time whoHy ^ 
uorint of the letter which on the 20th January he wwe 
from Patna, to the aecret committee of the honourable tbs 
cotirt of directors. The rough draaght of thia letter, in the 
iand-’i^ticg of Miyof Fklo^, I* now in dy pcwieii i f sv 
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So n after his arrival at the prteidcney, he requested lue to 
form the acoouiit of his receipts and disbursements, which 
you will find journalized iu the 2S0th, &c., and 307th pages 
of the honourtible Company’s general books of the year 1781-2. 
'My official situation as accountant-general had previously 
convinced me that Mr. Hastings could not have made the 
issues which were acknowledged ns received from him by 
some of the paymasters of the nrmy, unless he had obtained 
some such supply as that which he afterwards, namely, on 
the 22 nd of May, 1782, made kno\\'n to me, when I immedi- 
ately suggested to him the necessity of liis transmitting that 
aceomit Avhich accompanied his letter of that date till when 
the promise contained in his letter of 20th January had en- 
tirely escapedliis recollection.” 

The first thing I would remark on this, and I believe your 
lordships have rather gone before me in the remark, is, that 
l\Ir. Hastings came down to Calcutta on the 5th of February, 
that then, or a few days after, he calls to him his confidential 
and faithful friend (not his official secretary, lor he trusted 
none of his regular secretaries with these transactions), he 
calls him to help him to make out his accounts dsring his 
absence. You would imagine, that at that time he trusted 
this man vrith his account : no such thing ; hb goes on with 
the accountant-general, accounting Avith him for money ex- 
pended, wthout ever explaining to that accountant-general 
how that money came into his hands. Here then we havs 
the accountant making out the account, and the person ac- 
counting ; the accountant does not in any manner make an 
objection, and say. Here you are giving me an account, by 
which it appears that you have expended money, but you 
have not told me where 3 'ou received it ; how shall I make 
out a fair account of debtor and creditor between you and 
the Company ? He does no such thing. There lies a sus- 
jiicion in his breast that Mr. Hastings must have taken some 
money in some irregular way, or he could not have made 
those payments. Mr. Larkins begins to suspect him. “ Where 
did you lose this bodkin ? ” (said one lady to another upon a 
certain occasion.) “ Pray madam where did you find it ? ” 
Mr. Hastings, at the very moment of his lile when confi- 
dence was required, even when making up his accounts \vith 
his accountant, never told him one word of the matter. Tcu 
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tee he had no eo n fid en ia m Hr I^rkru; tHu mtket oat ooa 
of the protKmUoiia I irtmt to uaprew upon ycmr kirdilmw’ 
mindi, thu no ono num did ho kt mfo every part of tiM 
tanactionfl; a material anumataiica, vEuch iriQ k-lp to 
lead your lordahipe’ jodgmant in fonmng your opunon upon 
m^y parts of thii causa. 

Ton see that Mr I*rkiita suspected hm j probthfy in 
consamienee of those suimaons, or from some other cause, 
he at lait told hnn upon the 22nd of ilsy 1782 (but why at 
that tune, rather thzm at anr other tune, does not appear] 
and this we shall find very dr&cnlt to bo accounted he 

told him that be had recerred a hnbe from the Nao^ of 
Oode, of £100,000 1 he informs faun of tha fn the 22nd of 
May, which, when the accounts were makmg up, be conceals 
frrom him t and he commumeatea to him the rough draught* 
of hn letter to the court of dlrecton, mforaing them that 
this huamess was not transacted ty any known secretary of 
the Oompemy, nor with the mterrenbon of any inteipitler of 
tbe Company j nor passed through any official chnjnH what- 
erer, bnt throogh a gentlemen much m his ccnfidesce, bb 
military secretory , as if receinng hnbea, and receiring 
letter! coneenung them, and carryuig on e on espondente 
relfltire to th4m, was a part of militaiT doty, toe roogb 
draught of this letter was in tbe hanos of txus mihtary 
secretary Upon the commumeatkm of the letter, it ruahw 
all at once into the mind of Jlr Lerkins, who knows 2fr 
Hastinga s rcooQeetiou, who knows what docs and what 
does n^ escape it, and wbo had a meioo^ ready to explode 
at Mr Uastuiffa’s dcairo- “Good God I (wys be), you hate 
promised the^Soctors an account of this biaiaesa a pro- 
mise which iCr liarkini assnree the director*, upon hi» 
word, had entirely escaped Mr Ilastinga'a reedllcetion. Mr 
Hastings, it teems, hod totalk forgotten tbe promise reUUte 
to the paltry sum of £100,000, which be Imd made to too 
court m di r ec t or * In tbe Jannarr before} he ncrer odco 
thought of it , DO, not eren when bo way niaking up bia ac- 
count* of that rety idenbeal aum, till the 22nd of May ^ 
that theae pemon* answer for anotber’a bad memory, and you 
will see tb^ hare good reason, ilr llutinga’s want w 
recollection appear* in thing* of some moment. Ilowrfer 
li g htly he may regard the aum of £100,000, wbiHi, coniso>-r- 
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n<g tne enormous sums he has received, I dnre s.Ty h’j d\>cs-- 
lor lie totally forgot it, he hiicw nothing about it — observe 
^vhat sort of memory this registrar and accountant of such 
sums ns £100,000 has. In vhat confusion of millions must 
it be that such sums can he lost to Llr. Hastings’s recollec- 
tion ! hon-ever, at last it was brought to his rec^ection, and 
he thought that it was necessary to give some account of it. 
And who is the accountant whom he produces ? His own 
memory is no accountant. He had dismissed the matter (ns 
he happily expresses it in the Cheltenham letter) from his 
memory. Major Palmer is not the accountant. One is as- 
tonished th.at a man who had liad £100,000 in his hands, and 
laid it out as he pretends in the public service, has not a 
scrap of pnper*to show for it. Ko ordinary or extraordinary 
account is given of it. "Well, what is to be done in such cir- 
cumstances ? He sends for a person, whose name j'ou have 
heard and Avill often hear of, the faithful Cantoo Baboo. This 
man comes to IMr. Larkins, and he reads to him (be so good 
.13 to remark the words) from a Bengal paper the account of 
the detached bribes. Tour lordships will obsen’e, that I 
have stated the receipt of a number of detached bribes ; and 
a bribe in one great body. — One, the great coims d’armde; 
the other, flying scouting bodies, which were'bnly to be col- 
lected together by a skilful man who knew how to manage 
them, and regulate the motions of those wild and disorderly 
troops. "When Ho. 2 was to be explained, Cantoo Baboo 
failed him ; he was not worth a farthing as to any transaction 
that happened when Mr. Hastings was in the upper pro- 
linces ; where, though he was his faithful and constant at- 
tendant through the whole, yet he could give no account of 
it. Mr. Hastings’s moonshee then reads three lines from a 
paper to Mr. Larkins. Now, it is no way even insinuated 
that both the Bengal and Persian papers did not contain the 
account of other immense sums ; and indeed, from the cir- 
cumstance of only three lines being read from the Persian 
paper, your lordship^ will be able in your own minds to form 
E'Ome judgment upon this business. 

I shall now proceed with his letter of explanation. “ The 
particulars,” he goes on to say, “of the paper No. 1 were 
read to me from a Bengal paper by Mr. Hastings’s banyan, 
Cantoo Balhlo : and. if I am not mistaken, the three first Hues 


424 


*Pt£GB nr xaa ntyxi-cmaarr ot 


of tluftt ITo. 2 Ware rood oter to xm from a ParBim piper by 
hia moonateo. The trmiUtioo of the*© particUtt*, nud© by 
me, TO, a* I TOrily beliere, the flr»t complete memertBdom 
that he erer poa^eaied of item in the “RngYi^Vi tmgaage } and 
I am c on fi de n t that if J had not ao^geated toEm tie ne- 
oeaaitT of hii taldng thi* procaotion, he woEd at thi* moment 
haTO been unable to have afforded any auch information 
©emlng thenn" 

Now, my bxrda, if he had not got, on the intimation of Mr. 
Larkmi, acme aarapa of paper, your lordihlpa might ban, at 
thii day, wanted that xalanble mformation which 3Ir. Lar* 
Irfna haa laid before you. Theee, bor8Tcr,c£intain, Mr. I>r* 
Idna laya, “the firat complete** — what? — ayconnt, do yon 
imagine F no the first complete •uaiarea^im." Yon would 
imagine that ha would himaeiC for Im own nae, hare notched 
down aomewbem or other, in ahort^hand, m Penian cbanc- 
ton, ahort without Towek, or m aome Eher way, Hanwrea* 
dtmt : but he had not himaelf enm a mnnoranaom of thia 
baaioe*i | and, conaeqaentir, when he was at CheJtnilliAm, 
and eren hero at tout bar, ho could nerer hare bad any ac* 
eormt of a lom ot £100,000 but by thia account of Afr. Itfr* 
kina, taken aa people read them from detached piece* cd 

Sm would bate expected that Mr. lairklni, bemc witdcJ 
that day. and cautioned by the itrange memory of Jlr. flart- 
iugt, and tho dangeroui eituation, thmfare, in which he hiai* 
eeu atood, would at leait bare been rery guarded and cau* 
Ooua. Hear what be ne(xt caya upon thia aubjrct: “Ai 
nml^r of the other auma patted throuch bb hand*, thew 
(meaning the aonip*) contained no tueh tpcoificatiori, tod 
conaequently coulcx^t enable him to afford tho infonnatioo 
with which bo haa reqnettod me to furoiah rout and it b 
more probable, that if the affidarit* whiro I took on the 
10th of December, 1782, had not eipoaod my ebaraefer t* 
the tuapldoo of my beiM capable of committing ooe of the 
baaeat treepaaae* upon confidence of mankind, 1 ahould 
at thia dlftance of time hare been equally unable to hale 
complied with thia Tcquett I but, after I became tcquamird 
with tlie inaiuuation agp^etted in tho elorcnth report of rt© 
aelect committee of the Houae of Oommona, 3 thohgbt ! j , 
too probable that, unlcs* I wa* poa*e*Md ol^tbo onglnaJ 
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meniornnduni •wbicli I had made of tliesc transacHous, I might 
not at some distant period be able to prove tlint I l)ad not 
descended to commit so base an action. I have, therefore, 
always most carefully preserved every paper which I pos- 
sessed regarding these transactions." 

You see that ^Ir. Hastings had no memorandums of his 
accounts ; you see' that, after Mr. Larkins had made his 
memorandums of them, ho had no design of guarding or 
keeping them ; and you •will commend those wicked and 
malicious committees, who, bj-^ their reports, have told an ac- 
countant-general and first public officer of revenue that, in 
order to guard his character from their suspicions, it was 
necessary that he should keep some paper or other of an ac- 
count. We have heard of the base, wicked, and mercenary 
license that has been used by these gentlemen of Lidia 
towards the House of Commons ; a license to libel and tra- 
duce the diligence of the House of Commons, the purity of 
tlicir motives, and the fidelity of their actions, by which the 
very means of informing the people arc attempted to be used 
for the purpose of leaiing them in darkness and delusion. 
But, my lords, when the accountant-general declrres that 
if the House of Commons had not expressed, ns they ought 
to express, much diffidence and distrust respecting these 
transactions, and even suspected him of peijury, this very 
day that man would not have produced a scrap of those 
jiapers to you, but might have turned them to the basest aud 
most infamous of uses : — if, I say, we have saved these valu- 
able fragments by suspecting bis integrity, your lordships 
will see suspicion is of some use ; and 1 hope the world will 
learn that punishment will be of use too, in preventing such 
transactions. 

Your lordships have seen that no two persons know any- 
thing of these transactions: you see that even memoran- 
dums of transactions of very great moment, some of which 
had passed in the year 1779, were not even so much as put 
in the shape of complete memoranda until May, 1782 ; you 
E%e that !Mr. Hastings never kept them : and there is no 
reason to imagine that a black banyan and a Persian moon- 
ehee would have been careful of what Mr. Hastings himself, 
who did not seem to stimulate his accountants to a vast deal 
of exactness Vid a vast deal of fidelity, was negligent. You 





xa Tiu niPiACimnrT or 


•ee tliftt Mr Lirkm», our Urt, <mr only hope, if ho had not 
been BQSperded by the Souve of CouuqodB) probably Toold 
nerer hoTO kept theae papen; and that you could not haro 
had that Ttluable cargo, inch as it is, if it had not b<« for 
the CircuiDitance Mr Larkina thmki proper to 

From the apoamen ichich ire hare gnren of Mr Haatmgi’i 
mode of accoimti, of ita Toudien, cbecka, and e ounlei " 
eheoki, your lordahipi irin. haie obaerved that the mode 
itaelf is peat describtng , and that the diecka and counter* 
checks, matead of hemg put upon one another to prerent 
abuae, are pnt upon ea^ other to prerent ditoonry aad to 
fortify abuao "ftTicn you brer that one man has an account 
of receipt, another o: oipcnditure, another of control, you 
aar that <^oe la well conatitTited but here {| an office cod* 
atituted by diffinent penona, without the amaSeat ronnezioQ 
rrith each other ( for the only pttrpoee wbioh tbey hare erer 
answered ii the purpose of conceelment. 

'We ihall now proceed a little further with Mr Larkina. 
The first of the Mpera from which be took the roemoranda 
rraa a paper of Cantoo Baboo; it contained detadwd pay- 
ments, iVi^untixu m tbe whole, with the cabooleat or B|pr^ 
ment, to about ^5,000 ateriinc, and of which it appeora that 
there wu reeirrod by Mr Oroha and no more 

Kow, will your lordabips be ao go^ aa to let It mt in 
your memory what sort of an excm*qaer this if, eren with 
regard to ita receipts. Aa your lordabipa buro seen tbe 
econoi^ and constitution of Ihb office, so now teo tbe re- 
ceipt It appeara that m the roootb of May, 17M, out of tbs 
anmt beginmug to be receiTcd m the month of Shamtr, that 
la, in July, 17TO, there waa during that luterral £40,000 out 
of £©3,000 aimk somewhere, in some of the tumlnga orrr 
upon the gndirtm, through aome of those agenfa and pandrrf 
of corruption whi^ Mr llaatinw uses, llere it tbe ra/eaWa 
rerenuo of the Oompany, whUdi is to »* 

exfyeenaf, wAiei u io eotte/hom aoarers ratcA oi’imrHWffrtrr 
KomJd Aow yieJJeJ ft, winch, thouch i^roJl in proportioo to 
the other rereuae, yet Ii a diamood, aomethlnc that by 
ralue make# amend* for its wauit of bulk, falling •bort It 
£ 4fVOOO out of 05 000 Uere is a tyitem mada for frand. 
and producing all tho eflecta of It. 

Upon the face of this acco u nt, the agiectc «o!t*aa to tW** 
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to Mr. Hastings, some way or other, to be paid to ]\Ir. Crofts, 
95,000, and there was a deficiency of £40,000. "Wonld any 
man, even with no more sense than Mr. Hastings, who wants 
all the faculties of the human mind, who has neither memo- 
ry nor judgment, — any man who was that poor, half-idiot 
creature that Mr. Hastings pretends to he, engage in a deal- 
ing 4hat was to extort from some one or other an agree- 
ment to pay £.95,000, which was not to produce more than 
£55,000 r "What, then, is become of it ? Is it in the hands 
of Mr. Hastings’s wicked bribe-brokers, or in his own hands ? 
is it in arrear ? do you know anything about it ? whom are 
you to apply to for information ? why, to O'. G. S., G. G. S. 
I find to be, what indeed I suspected him to be, a person 
that I have mentioned frequently to your lordships, and that 
you will often hear of, commonly called Gunga Govin Sing, 
in a short word, the wickedest of the whole race of banyans : 
the consolidated wickedness of the whole body is to be found 
in this man. 

Of the deficiency which appears in this agreement with 
somebody or other on the part of Mr. Hastings through 
Gunga Govin Sing, you will expect to hear some explana- 
tion. Of the first sum which is said to have been paid 
through Gunga Govin Sing, amounting on th3 cabooleat to 
four lacks, and of which no more than two lacks was actually 
received, — that is to say, half of it was sunk, — we have this 
memorandum only, “ Although Mr. Hastings was extremely 
dissatisfied with the excuses Gunga Govin Sing assigned for 
not paying Mr. Crofts the sums stated by the paper Ho, 1 
to be in his charge, be never could obtain from him any fur- 
ther payments on this account.” Mr. Hastings is exceed- 
ingly dissatisfied with those excuses, and this is the whole 
account of the transaction. This is the only thing said of 
Gunga Govin Sing tn the account ; he neither states how 
he came to be employed, or for what he was employed. 
It appears however from the transaction, as far as we can 
make our way through this darkness, that he had actually 
• T'aceived £10,000 of the money, which he did not account 
for, and that he pretended that there was an arrear of the 
rest. So here Afr. Hastings’s bribe-agent admits that he 
had received £10,000, but he will not account for it ; ho 
says. There an arrear of another £10,000 ; — and thus it 
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Mr Btftingi, tliflt -ra cTBr knoiiTL Ifbeeilorted £10^ 

under pretMkco uf the Oompenj'i lerrice, here b 
another fiulnre of half the mone^. Oh, my lordi yon Trill 
find that eren the remaining pert -waa porchaaed with the 
lo*8 of one of the beat reremiee in India, with the gner- 
on* diatrcM of a country that deecrred irel! yonr proterticio, 
initcad of beu^robbed to giro £20,000 to the Oompany, 
and another £W,000 to aoiM robbCT or other, bUoc or 
white. "When I eay giren to acme other robber, black or 
white, I do not euppoee that either generoeity, fhendahip, or 
eren communion, can emit m that country betrreen w^e 
men ahd blade ; nck their cdonra are not more adrerae than 
their eharaeton ana tempera. Ihere is not that tJen teJU et 
tdam noUst there are nooe of thoee habits *of life, nothicg 
that can bind men together even in the moat ordinary soci* 
etyt the motnal means of each an union do not exm he- 
ti^een them. It is a money^dealing, end a jnoney'dealing 
only, whidi can eiirt between them , and when yon hear 
that a black man la fitnmred, and that £20,000 la pretended 
to be left in his bands, do not beliere it t indeed, 70a cannot 
bellerect i for rre wHl bnng endeaice to ibow that there h 
310 IHendahjp between these people 1 and that when bbek 
men gire mftney to a white man, H is a bri^i ami that 
when money is giren to a black man, he ia only a sharer 
with the wKne man In their infamoos proQta. '\\'efind,ho** 
oTcr, somebody anonymooa, mth £20,000 left in bh hioid* i 
and when we come to diaoorer who the man la, and tbs finsl 
balance whl^ appears agamat bam in hia account irith tbt 
CompaOT, iro Una that vxe ttua £20,000 which rraa rtceired 
for the Company they paid •uchaeotnpotiDd interest as w*j 
nerer before p«w fSjr money adrancoa : the most nolcnU/ 
g ripi ng Qsorer, in dealing with the most extraragant bear, 
nercp made such a bargaiu as 3Ir Ilastuigs has made for the 
Company by this bribe. Ihcrefore it could be nothing bet 
fraud that could hare got him to hare undertaken such • 
porenue. This endcntly shows the w^ole to be a pwteaes 
to coTcr fraud, and not a wrsfc attempt to raise a rertn^f, 
and that jtn Hutlngs was not that idiot bo rep re s eats binv 
•eU to be, a fortetting all hi* tffiicea, all hi* dutie*. tU 
hi* orni aOalri, and all the publw afCur*. Ho docs not, bow* 
erer, foiwet bow to make a bargain to get modby j hot when 
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the money 18 to ho recovered for Ihe Comjinny (as he snvB), 
he forgets to recover it ; so that the accuracy with winch ho 
begine n bribe, acribus iuiim inciirioso Jinc, and the careless- 
ness -svith which he ends it, arc things that characterize not 
weakness and stupidity, hut fraud. 

The next article wc proceed to is JS'uddca. Ilerc wo 
have more liglit : but does !Mr. Larkins anywhere tell you 
anything about Nuddea ? No ; it appears ns if the account 
had been paid up ; and that tlie cabooleat and the payments 
answer and tally with each other; yet, when we come to 
produce the evidence upon these parts, you will see most 
abundant reason to bo assured that there is much more con- 
cealed than is^ven in this account: that it is an account 
current, and not an account closed ; and that the agreement 
was for some other and greater sum than appears. It might 
be expected that the Company would inquire of j\Ir. Hastings 
and ask, Prom whom did he get it, — who has received it, — 
who is to ausw'cr for it ? But ho knew that they were not 
likely to make any inquiry at all, they arc not that kind of 
people. You would imagine that a mercantile body would 
nave some of the mercantile excellencies, and c^n you 
would allow them perhaps some of the mercantile faults. 
But they have, like hlr. Hastings, forgotten totally the mer- 
cantile' character; and, accordingly, neither accuracy nor 
fidelity of account do they ever require of IMr. Hastings. 
They have too much confidence iu him ; and he accordingly 
acta like a man in whom such confidence, without reason, 
is reposed. 

Tour lordships may perhaps suppose that the paj’^ment ot 
this money was an act of friendship and generosity in the 
people of the country ? No ; we have found out and shall 
prove from whom he got it ; at least we shall produce such 
a conjecture upon it as your lordships will think us bound 
to do, when we have such an account before us. Here on 
the face of the account there is no deficiency ; but when we 
look into it, wo fimj, skulking in a comer, a person called 
Nunduloll, from whom there is received 58,000 rupees. You 
\rill find that he, who appears to have paid up this money, 
and which Mr. Hastings spent ns he pleased m his journey 
to Benares, and who consequently must have had some trust 
reposed in hAn, was the wickedest of men next to those I 
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Cbmt Bmg Iom before he had thu occasion for iL He fund 
Uj ra Qim^ Qonn firng** hands j bo aftanrirdi sp^wJ 
to that pnrpoM apart of tbit ftmd, -which he must bare tak« 
withont ai^ tiow wbatoTor to the Cotupanj*! intereeL Ha 
pretonco of the exigency of tbo Oomjiatijr's afflun » tbe more 
oxtraordmjjy becanse tbo first recei^ of these mocios »w 
some time in the yw 1770 (I hare not got tbe exact d*te 
of tbe Bgreoment) t and it was bat a year before that the 
Company was so w from bemg in dtrtreas that bo dedared 
he sbonld bate, at rerr needy tnepenod when this bribe be* 
came payable, a rery large sum (I do not recollect tbe pre- 
cise amount) in tbexr treaamy 1 cannot oertalnW tell wren 
the cabooleet, or agreement, was msde^ yH I shall lay open 
sometbmg tbit extraordmary upon that si&ycct, and inll 
lead you step oy step to tbe bloody scenes of Dela Sing 
"Wbilat, thwefore, ilr Haatmgs iraa carrytug on tbeae trana- 
acttoni, be was carrying them on witbont any reference to 
tbe pretended object to which ho afterwards applied tbetn- 
It waa an old premeditated plan , and the memoy to he re* 
cehed eonld not hare been demined for sn engeney, becsoM 
it wu to be paid by monthly instalmeDis Tho rase ts tbe 
same with wroect to the other cabooleota. It could not bare 
been any momentary exigence which be had to proride for 
by tbeee sums of money, tb^ were paid reguladr, penod 
l^_peTiod, as a constant nmfbrm income to blr llaatiags. 

You find, thou, Mr Hastmgs first learing this sum of 
money for a year and three montba m tbo bands of Gunga 
Gonn BU^ j tou find that when an exigence pressed bloi, 
by tbe brnbrattaa suddenly lOTidniR I&iPib and be was 
obbged to refer to his bribe-fund, be finds that fund empt'^. 
and that in supplying money for tbb eiwencc, be takes a 
bond for two-tburos of his own money ann one-tblrd of tbe 
Company’s For, as I stated before, Jtr Isuliins prorw of 
one of these accounts, that he took mtho month of Jsbus^ 
for this bribe-money, which, according to tbo prwdplcs be 
lays down, wsa tbo Company’s monei^ three nonda a' fie 
money adranced from bis own cash ]Vow this sum of thme 
Uckv Instead of being all bis own, aa it should to M 

m the month of January when he took tbe bonds j or tw<^ 
thirds hb own and ooo-third the Company's aa Ew 
ha ls*leTof tbe 20th of KoTemberj turns out try Bfr lark* 
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irs’s nccoimt, paragraph 0, which I wisli to mark to yout 
lordsliips, to be two-thirds tlie Comj):in 3'’8 money nnd one- 
third his own; nnd yet it is nil confounded under bonds, as 
if the money had been liis own. What can you say to this 
heroic sharper disguised under tho name of a patriot, wlien 
you find him to be nothing but a downright cheat, first 
taking money under tlic Company’s name, then taking their 
securities to liim for their own money, nnd afterwards enter- 
ing a false account of them ; contradicting that by nnotlicr 
account ; and God knows whether tho third bo true or false ? 
These are not things that I am to make out by any conclu- 
sion of mine ; here they are, made out by himself nnd Mr 
Larkins, and comparing them wdth his letter of tho 27th you 
find a gross fraud covered by a direct falsehood. 

We have now done "with klr. Larkius’s account of the 
bonds ; nnd are come to tho other species of j\rr. JTastings’s 
frauds (for there is a great variety in them), and first to 
Cheit Sing’s bribe. Mr. Larkins came to tho knowledge of 
tlie bond-money through Gunga Govin Sing nnd througli 
Cantoo Baboo ; of this bribe he was not in the secret origin- 
ally, but was afterwards made a confidant in it : it*wns car- 
ried to him ; and the account ho gives of it I will stale to 
your lordships. “The fourth sum stated in Afr. llastings’s 
account was the produce of sundry payments made to me by 
Sadamund, Cheit Sing’s buxey, who either brought or sent 
the gold mohurs to my house, from whence they were taken 
by me to Mr. Crofts, either on the same night or early in 
the morning after ; they were made at different times, and 
I well remember that the same people never came fnvice. 
On the 21st June, 1780, Mr. Hastings sent for me, and 
desired that I would take charge of a present that had been 
offered to him by Cheit Sing’s buxey, under the plea of 
atoning for the opposition Avhich ho had made towards the 
payment of the extra subsidy for defraying part of the ex- 
penses of the war; but really in the hope of its inducing 
]\Ir. Hastings to giye up that claim; with wLich view the 
present first had been offered, Mr. Hastings declared that, 
although he would not take this for his own use, he would 
apply it to that of the Company, in removing Mr. Prancis’s 
objections to^the want of a fund for defraying the extra ex- 
penses of Colonel Camac’s detachment. On m re • - to 
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the ofHce, I wrote down the nitwtance of whit Mr TTmtin^ 
had wud to me, and requeated Mr Jamea lEUer, my dqwi^, 
to teal it up with hia own aeal, and write upon it that he 
had then done to at my reqneet. He waa not'ftirther £d- 
fonned of my motrr© for thia^ than merely that rt oootiined 
the auhitance of a conTunation which had pened between 
me and another gentleman, which, m case that eonrembon 
ibould hereafter oecomo the anbj^ of inquiry, I withed to 
be able to adduce the memorandom then made of rt, in eor« 
roborntion of my own testimony t and althou^ that paper 
haa remained unopened to tha hour, and notwHhctaiidiiig 
I kept no memorandom whaterer of the substance tbereof^ 
yet, aa I hare wrote this rroreaentatloo imder the most 
acrupuloui adherence to what I conceiTcd to be truth, ibould 
it erer become neceasBiT to refer to this paper, I am confident 
that it wlQ not be fbmia to difier matenalJy nom the substance 
of this rgp ra^wntB fa/in- " 

I forgot to mention, that besides these two bonds whkh 
Mr Hutmgi declared to be the Company's, end one hood 
hu own, thti be slipped mto the place of the boud of ha 
own a uucb better; ocmelr, a brad of fforember, which 
be nemr mentioned to the Ompei^ tiQ the 22Dd of Msy ; 
and this bonder current rupee* one lack, 74,000^ or noca ru 
pees IJSOMO, was taken for the payment stated m the paper 
Na 1 to ure been made to Mr C^fts ra the Uth Aur^ 
11S7, which corresponds to the 2Srd of Norember, 17M Tbii 
IS the Kuddea money, and thb is all that you know of it ; you 
know that tha mon^, for which be had tuen tha other brad 
from tbe Company, was not hu own neitbcT, but bribes taken 
from tbe other pronuee*. 

I am aihamed to be troublesome to your lordships in tha 
dry allkir, but the detectum of fiaud requires a good deal oi 
pctianc© and aatidnity, and we cannot wandew into si7* 
thing t>i»t i»nTi reliero tbe mmdt if it was in my power to 
do it, I would do it. I wub, bowerer, to call ytrar Cwdship*’ 
attentioii to this last brfbe, before I qmt these bonds. 8oA 
IS the confusion, so compliCBted, so mtrieate are these bribe 
acoonnts, that there is always somethin left tobln4sl^^ 
nerer so mudii from the paragrapba o! Mr 'Haatings snu ^ 
Tji-inns. I could not bn^ them to aocomit, says Mr 
They were receirw before the lit and 2nd « 
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October Why does not the running treasury account give 
an accoui.t of them ? The committee of the House of Com- 
mons examined whether the runniug treasury account had 
any such account of sums deposited: no such thing; they 
are said hy Mr. Hastings to be deposited in dome ; they 
were not deposited in October, nor any account of them 
given till the January following. “ These bonds (says he) 
I .could not enter them as regular money to be entered on 
the Company’s account, or in any public way, until I had had 
an order of the G-ovemor-Oeneral and council.” But why 
had not you an order of the Governor- General and council ? 
Wo are not calling on you, Mr. Larkins, for an account of 
your conduct : we are cdling upon hir. Hastings for an ac- 
count of his oenduct, and which he refers to you to explain. 
Why did not Mr. Hastings order you to carry them to the 
public account; “because (says he) there was no other 
way.” Every one who knows anything of a treasury or 
public banking-place knows, that if any person brings mo- 
ney as belonging to the pubbc, that the public accountant 
is bound, no doubt, to receive it, and enter it as such : 
“ but (says he) I could not do it until the account could be 
settled, as between debtor and creditor : I did not do it 
till I could put on one side durbar charges, jsecret service, 
to such an amount ; and balance that again with bonds to 
kir. Hastings ;” that is, he could not make an entry regu- 
larly in the Company’s books until Mr. Hastings had enabled 
him to commit one of the grossest frauds and violations of a 
public trust that ever was committed, by ordering that 
money of the Company’s to be considered as his own, and a 
bond to be taken as a security for it from the Company, as if 
it was his own. 

But to proceed with this deposit. WTiat is the substance 
of Mr. Larkins’ 8 explanation of it ? The substance of this 
explanation is, that here was a bribe received by Mr. Hast- 
ings from Cheit Sing, guarded with such scrupulous secrecy, 
that it was not carried to the house of Mr. Crofts, who was 
^0 receive it finally* but to the house of Mr. Larkins, as a 
less suspected place ; and that it was conveyed in various 
sums, no two people- ever returning -twice with the various 
payments which made up that sum of £28,000 or there- 
abouts. KX)W do you want an instance of prevarication 
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and tnckeiT m an aocoont P If any peraon ahcaild inquirt 
wbetbor £23,000 had been paid br Oheit 8mg to Mr Ha*t- 
mgi, there iraa not anj one man Imng, or any pecraon coo* 
ten^ m the tronaaobon, except M> Leiima, vlbo reodred 
it that could gire an account of hovr much he receired^ or 
who brought it. Aa no two people are erer bii oonfldanta m 
the tame tranaactum m Mr Hartmga’a aeccmnta, ao here no 
two people are permitted to hare any aharo whatererm 
bn n^ng the eeTBralftagmanta that make op thw turn- Thu 
bribeij yon might imagine, would hare been entered hy Mr 
Ijarlaiu to some public aooonnt, at least to the &andiilent ac> 
count of hlr Harttnga. No such thing, it waa nerer entered 
tiU the Norember foUowing It waa not entered tM Mr 
Francis had left Oaloatta. All theee corrupt traneachona 
were oirned on pnrately by i£r Kaatinga alone, without anr 
signification to ^ oolhnguea of hia carrying on this patnoiie 
traffic, u be called iL Your lordshijw oonsidcr 

both the peraoQ who employa aooh a fraadulent acooimtant, 
and his ideaa of hu doty u hi# office Tbeaa are matters 
fbr your lordahtpa’ grtre ^tennmatioo , hut I appeal to you, 
upon the fiice of tcusae aeeounta, whether tou erer saw any' 
thing to 'grosB , and whether any man conld be danng enough 
to attempt to ^mpoee open the crednlrty of the weakest of 
mankmd, mnch more to nnpoae upon aueh a eotiri aa this, 
endi aocounta aa these are. 

If the Oompany had a mind to inquire what is become of 
all the dehta due to them, and whine is the oaboolcat, be 
refen them to Qunga Gorm Sing Gire ns (my thur) an 
account of this balanoe that romania in your handa , 1 know 
(says be) of no balance, "Why, is not there a eahoolcat t 
where is it ; what are the date and orcumatanees of it f 
Ihere la no audi cabooleat exutnig ^Una is the case eren 
where you bare the name of the person through whose 
hands the money passed. But simpose the inquiry went to 
the payments oi the Patna cabooleat \ Here (tbiy say) we 
find half the money doej out of £40,000 thero is only 
£20,000 reoeired , gire us same account of it "Who u ^ 
gire an account of it P Ilere there ii no mention made cJ 
the name of the person who had the caboolcati whom cm 
they call npon P Mr Hastings does not remember i Ifr 
Larfcma does not ten } they esn ktm nothing shout it U 
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U\e directors had a disposition, and were honest enough to 
the proprietors and the nation, to inquire into it, there is not 
a hint given by either of those pei'sons, who received the 
Nuddea, who received the Patna, who received the Dinage- 
pore pesheush. 

But in what court can a suit bo instituted, and against 
whom, for the recovery of this balance of £40,000 out of 
£96,000 ? I wish your lordships to examine strictly this ac- 
count, to examine strictly every part, both of the account it- 
self and Mr. Larkins’s explanation : compare them together, 
and divine, if you can, what remedy the Company could have 
for their loss. Cau your lordships believe that this can be 
any other thau a systematical, deliberate fraud, grossly con- 
ducted ? I .will not allow hlr. Hastings to be the man he 
represents himself to be: he was supposed to be a man of 
parts ; I will only suppose him to be a man of mere common 
sense. Are these the accoxmts we should expect from such 
a man ? And yet he and hir. Larkins are to be magnified to 
heaven for great financiers; and this is to be called book- 
keeping. This is the Bengal account saved so miraculously 
on the 22nd of May. 

Next comes the Persian account. You have heard of a 
present, to which it refers. It has been alr'^ady stated, but 
it must be a good deal further explained. Mr. Larkins states 
that this account was taken from a paper, of which three 
lines, and only three lines, were read to him by a Persian 
moonshee ; and it is not pretended that this was the whole 
of it. The three lines read are as follows : — “ Prom the Na- 
bob (meaning the Nabob of Oude) to the Governor- Greneral, 
six lacks, £^,000. Prom Hussein Beza EhS-u and Hyder 
Beg Khan to ditto, three lacks, £30,000 ; and ditto to Mrs. 
Hastings, one lack, £10,000.” 

Here, I say, are the three lines that were read by a Per- 
sian moonshee. Is he a man you can caU to account for 
these particulars ? No ; he is an anonymous moonshee : 
his name is not so much as mentioned by hlr. Larkins, nor 
hinted at by Mr. Hastings ; and you find these sums, whicn 
*Mr. Hasting mentions as a sum in gross given to himself, 
are not so. They were given by three persons ; one six 
lacks was given by the Nabob to the Governor; another of 
three lack^»more by Hussein Eeza Ki^u ; and a third, one 
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Uck, bj botb of them dabbmg, u • preaeat to Mrt, Htft 
ingt. Thu the fir«t ducorwy that appear* of lira. Hut- 
tDgi hanne been concerned m lecemng preeente for the 
Gorernor General and other*, m addition to Gnnffa Go^ 
Smg, Cantoo Baboo, and Mr Crofti, Now, rf tlu money 
waa not receired for the Oompai^. ii it proper and right to 
take it from Mrt. Haatuiga P la thore honour and Jarbcem 
takii^fimn a lady a gratuitoua pTwant made to her P Tet 
^Ir &atingB tay* he haa applied it aQ to the Compoiy'f 
aemce. He haa don^ 01 m nSexmg it to be receired at 
all, if ihe haa not joatly and properly receirrd it "VyWher 
m fact ahe error reoonod thia money at all, abe not being 
upon the apot ai 1 can find, at the tune (though, to be turo, 
a preeent might be aent her), I neither a£nn tot deny, for- 
thW than tut, aa && Larfana aayi, there waa a anm of 
£10,000 from theae numaten to Jiut. Haatin^. 'Whether 
ahe erer reoeired any other maaej than thia, i also seithar 
affirm nor deny Bat, in whaterw manner Hr*. Hastangs 
reeeiTed thu or any other money, I mnat aay, m tbia grare 
place m which 1 atand, that n the wirea of GoTemcnrt* 
General ^ wire* of prendeoU of oonaeil, the w i re* of the 
prmapal offioen of the India Compeny, through all the Tin> 
ooB departmeotn, ean rocare preaenta, there u an end of the 
corenaota, there ie an end of tbo aet of pariiaxnent there ia 
an end to erery power of reatraint Let a man be bot mar- 
ried, and if hia wife may take preaenta, that momeait the acta 
of parliament the eorenanta, and all the rest expire I There 
la aocnething too in the mannara of the Baat that Toake* thu 
a much more dangerou* practioc The people of the Bait, 
it u weQ known, hare iooir sanana, the apartment &r their 
wire*, aa a aanctoary which nobody ean enter ■ a kind of holy 
of hohea — a oonaecratad pla^ aaie from the rage of war, aale 
from the fnry of tyranny The rapaaty of man has here its 
boonda t here yon shall oome and no futher But, if Bug* 
Itah can go into theae teramaa, and there reeare pm- 
fcnts, the nathrea of Hmdoatan cannot be aaid to bare any* 
thing left of their own. Btery one knerWa that in the wiaert 
and time of the comnwnweahh of Eome, towarda the 
latter end of it (I do not mean the beat time for roorala, 
the beat for its knowledge bow to correct eril g o femro^ 
and to chooae the proper mean* foe it), it waa aa eatahbabad 
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rale thn; tio governor of n province Bliould tnke his wife along 
witli him into In's province, wives not being subject to tho 
laws in the same manner ns their husbands : and though I 
do not impute to nnv one any crinnnnlitj- here, I should 
tln’nk myself guilty of a scandalous dereb'ofion of my dt>ty, if 
I did not mention tho fact to your lordships. But I press it 
no further: hero are the accounts, delivered in by ]\lr. Lar- 
kins at Mr. Hastings’s own requisition. 

The three lines which were read out of n Persian paper 
arc followed by a long account of the several species in which 
this present %vns received, and converted by exchange into 
one common standard. Now, as these three lines of paper, 
which arc said to have been read out of a Persian paper, con- 
tain an accoun?of bribes to tbc amount of .-0100,000, and as 
it is not even insinuated that this was tho whole of the paper, 
but rather the contrary indirccll}' implied, I shall leave it for 
your lordships in your serious consideration to judge what 
mines of bribery that paper might contain. For why did not 
!^^r. Larkins get the whole of that paper read and translated ? 
The moment any man stops in the midst of an account, he is 
stopping in the midst of a fraud. ^ 

jNly lords, I have one further remark to make upon these 
accounts. The caboolc.ats, or agreements for ^ho payments 
of these bribes, amount, in the three specified proHnccs, to 
£95,000. Do you believe that these provinces were tlius 
particular!}' favoured ? Do you think that they were chosen 
as a little demesne for I^Ir. Hastings ? Tlmt they were the 
only proWnces honoured -unlh his protection, so far as to take 
bribes from them ? Do you perceive anything in their local 
situation that should distinguish them from other provinces 
of Bengal ? What is the reason why Dinagepore, Patna, 
Nuddea should have the post of honour assigned them P 
What reason can be given for not taking bribes also from 
Burdwon, from Bishanpore, in short, from all tho sixty-eight 
colleotions which comprise the revenues of Bengal, and for 
selecting only three ? How came he, I say, to be so wicked 
a servant, that, out’lof sixty-eight divisions, be chose only 
three to supply tho exigencies of the Company ? He did not 
do his duty in making this distinction, if he thought that 
bribery was tho best way of supplying the Company’s trea- 
■ury, and tbs'! it formed the most useful and effectual re- 
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•ouToe for thftm , which ho has declared, orer md orer agilfl, 
Wm it right to lay the whole weight of bribery, oitiSioii, 
and oporeesion npon these three prorinca^ and neglect the 
rast P No , you Know, and most loioTr, that he who oitorti 
from three prormces wiU extort from twen^, if there tn 
twenty Ton hare a standard, a meaaitre of extortion, and 
that u all ; «ss' pede Serculem gnea fiwm thenoe what wai 
extorted all Bengal. Do yon behero bo eonld be so 
Cruel to these prormcee, ao partial to the rest, na to charge 
them with that load, with £^,000, knowing the beaiy op- 
pression tb^ were amkmg nndCT, and leare all the rest an- 
touched P Ton will jud^ of what is conceded from ns by 
what we hare diacoverod through Tarums meanfl, that hare 
Occurred m conteqoenoe both of the gml^ oenscieiiee of tbo 
person who coofeasos the tact with rrepect to these pro- 
nnces, and of the vigonr, perserermnee, and lagacrty of those 
who have foroed fix«n him that ditoor^ It is not therr* 
fore for roe to aay that the £100,000 and £W,000 only 
ware taken. Where the mrcomatancee rntrtJe roe to ro eo. 
I must not be stopped, but at the boundary when homan 
nature hai fixed a oamer 

You naro now before you the true reason why he did not 
choose that thu a£Eur aboold come be&re a court of jofticc 
Bather than this exposure should be made, he to-day woaVl 
can for the moontains to corer him i he would prefer an in* 
quiTy into the buamees of the three seals , into anything fo- 
reign to the subject I am now diacnsnng, in order to ae^ 
you from the duoorery of that ^rots bribery, that sharoefid 
npcnl sbn n, that abandoned prosti^bon and corruptHHi, wbwn 
ne has praohaed with indenmi^ and impunity to tbs day, 
from one end of India to the other 

At the head of the only account icc hare of these tram^ 
bona standi Dmsgepore i end it now only remains for roe to 
make some obserratKma upon Mr Haatmgs’s proceedings y* 
that pronnee Its name, then, and that money 

from It, IS all that appears j but from whom, by what haw 

by what meaua, under what pretence *it was taken, ^ 
not told YOU I ho has not told his employers. I 
bowerer, I can fium whom it was taken and I bebcTP 
it will appear to your lordships that it must hare been taie® 
from theunhippy Baji^ of Dmageporoi andlihali h* • 
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few words state the circumsta-aces attending and the service 
performed for it; from these you will he able to form a just 
opinion concerning this bribe. 

Dinagepore, a large province, was possessed by an ancient 
family, the "last of which, about the year 1184 of their era, 
the Eajah Bijanaut, had no legitimate issue. Wlien he was 
at the point of death, he wished to exclude from the succes- 
sion to the zemindary his half brother, Cantoo Naut, with 
whom he had lived upon ill terms for many years, by adopt- 
ing a son. Such an adoption, when a person has a half 
brother, as he had, in mypoor judgment, is not countenanced 
by the Gentop laws. But Gunga Govin Sing, who was 
placed by the ofiB.ce he held at the head of the registry, 
where the recqyds were kept, by which the rules*of succes- 
sion according to the custom of the country are ascertained, 
became master of these Gientoo laws ; and through his means 
Mr. Hastings decreed in favour of the adoption. We find, 
that immediately after this decree Gunga Govin Sing re- 
ceived a cabooleat on Dinagepore for the sum of £40,000, of 
which it appears that ' he has actually exacted £30,000, 
though he has paid to Mr. Hastings only £20,000. We find, 
before the young Eajah had been in possession a year, his 
natural guardians and relations, on one pretence^or another, all 
turned out of their ofiBces. The peshcush, or fixed annual 
rent payable to the Company for his zemindary, fell into ar- 
rear, as might naturally be expected, from the Eajah’s inability 
to pay both his rent and this exorbitant bribe, extorted from 
a ruined family. Instantly, under pretext of this arrearage, 
Gunga Govin Sing and the fictitious committee which Mr. 
Hastings had made for his wicked purposes, composed of Mr. 
Anderson^ Mr. Shore, and Mr. Crofts, who were but the 
tools, as they teli us themselves, of Gkmga Govin Sing, gave 
that monster of iniquity, Debi Sing, the government of this 
family. They put this noble infant, this miserable Bajah, to- 
gether with the management of the provinces of Dinagepore 
and Bungpore, into his wicked and abominable hands ; where 
the ravages he comijiitted excited what was called a rebel- 
Ifcn, that forced him to fly from the country, and into which 
I do not wonder he shoifld be desirous that a political and 
not a juridical inquiry should be made. The savage barbari- 
ties which vjere there perpetrated I have already, in the 
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euetntiqn of dutr, bnragtt before thU How and my 
country and it irill be aeen, when we come to tte proo^ 
wbetbcr what I hare aaeertod w« the effisrt either of a de- 
luded jadgmemt or dieordered imay nation j and whether the 
faota 1 state cannot be substantiated W euthedbe reporta, 
and were none of mj urrcntioii , and lastly, whether the 
meana that were taken to discredit them do not infinitely 
aggrarate the euOt of the ofienden. XIr Eastn^ wanted 
to fly fknn jaaimal mquiryi he wanted to put Bebi 9mg 
anywhere but m a court of juatioe. A court of justice, 
where a direct aas er tion ia broo^t forward, and a direct 
proof applied to it, la an element m which be cannot lire for 
a DDomenL He would seek refiige anywhere, erdh m the 
rery tanethary of hts aceusera, rsther than altde a tnal with 
hnn m a court of justice t but tbe House of Commons was 
too just not to send him to this tribunal, wboae justice they 
cannot doubt, whose penetration be cann^ elude, and whose 
decmcm will justify ^oae managera whose charaeteia be at- 
tempted to defame. 

But this u not all We find that after the cruel sale of 
this m&nt, who was properW and directly under tbe gianhao- 
ship of the Company (ur the Company eets at steward and 
devan of the ^nrortuce. which office hu tbe guardiciisldp of 
mmors), after m had been robbed of £ 40/)00 I 7 the hands 
of Qui^ Ghjrm Bcug, and afterwards, under pretence of his 
bdng m debt to the CoTupany, delircred into the hands of 
that monster, Hebi Sing, Mr Hsstmgi, by way ofsnbapo- 
tion of theee charges, and in answer to tWn, has thought 
proper to p^uce the certiBcate from this unfurtunste Iwy, 
whudx I will now tgam read toyou i— 

“ I, Eadanaut, semindar of tfuyonnah Hareley, Peijuaa, 
Ao., commonly called Hinsg^xffo j — As it hk^ been learnt by 
me, the mutteeudiea, and uie respectable officefi of my sma- 
indary, th^t the mndsters of Eogland are displeased with 
the late Goreniar, Warren Hastingi, Esq, upon the sufp*- 
cton that he oppreasad ns, took mou^ from ns by deceit sod 
force, and ruined the co un try ; therefore we, upoo ^ 
strength of our religion, whidi we think it incumbent on sm 
D eeeettiy for ns to abida by. fcdlowing tbe rales laid daws 
in giTing rrldence, dedare the porticulsis of the sets sod 
cf Warren Hastmgs, Esq., full of dreumjpertfen snd 
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caution, civility and justice, superior to the caution of the 
most learned ; and by representing n-hat is fact, wipe away 
the doubts that have possessed the minds of the ministers 
of Englantj^: That 3\Ix. Hastings is possessed of fidelity and 
confidence, and yielding protection to us ; that he is clear of 
the contamination of mistrust and wrong, and his mind is 
free of covetousness or avarice. During the time of liis ad- 
ministration no one saw other conduct than that of prolection 
to the husbandmen and justice ; no inhabitant ever c.vperi- 
enced afflictions, no one ever felt oppression from liim ; our 
reputations have always been guarded from attacks by In's 

E rudence, and our famibes have always been protected by 
is justice. He never omitted tbo smallest instance of 
kindness towift’ds us, but healed the wounds of despair with 
the salve of consolation, by means of his benevolent and 
land behaviour, never permitting one of us to sink in the ])it 
of despondence. He supported every one by his goodness ; 
overset the designs of e\nl-minded men by his authority ; 
tied the hands of oppression ivith the strong bandage of 
justice, and by these means expanded the pleasing appear- 
ance of happiness and joy over us : ho reestablish i^l justice 
and impartiality. We were, during his government, in the 
enjoyment of perfect happiness and ease, and many of us are 
thankful and satisfied. As Mr. Hastings' Avas well acquainted 
with our manners and customs, he was always desirous, in 
every respect, of doing whatever would presen'e our religious 
rights, and guard them against every kind of accident and 
injury ; and at all times protected us. Whatever ive have 
experienced from him, and whatever happened from him, wo 
have written without deceit or exaggeration.” 

My lords, this Badanant, zemindar of the pnrgunnah, 
who, as your lordships hear, bears eiddence upon oath to all 
the great and good qualities of the Governor, and particu- 
larly to his absolute freedom from covetousness •, this persoti, 
to whom Mr. Hastings appeals, was, as the committee state, 
a boy between five and six years old at the time when bo 
given into tb^ hands of Debi Sing; and when Mr. 
Hastings left Bengal, which was in 1786, was between 
eleven and twelve years old ! This is the sort of testimony • 
that Mr. Hastings produces, to prove that be was clear from 
aU sort of ^Irtortion, oppression, and covetousness, in this 



sntxoH a TnB orpiiomnsyr or 


446 

n>T7 lemmdflry of Dinagopow, Thu boy, -who n *0 oWt 
*Q t, Trho u to ponetrttiBg, who i* so flcctoate m hi# Ww- 
lodge of the whole gtnmrwneat of Mr Hflrtmgt, w*#, I 
lay, when ho Jafl hia ffOTBrnment, at the ntmcw^b^ eleren 
veara anti a half old- Now^ to what on artremiW ia tlm ufr 
nappy man at your bar dnTen, when oppreaaai by thi# ae 
ctunulabre load of cormphon chained upon ^^m, and leemg 
hoa bribery, hii prcrancation, hii femduloiit bonda brought 
before you, he the tertunany of thu eh£d, who for tbe 
greatert part of hu tune lired 800 milfe from the aeat of 
Mr Haatinga^B gureminent. Oonaids tbe muerahle iihittiou 
of tha poor uafortcnato boy, made to iwear, with all the 
Bolemnities of ha religtoo, that Mr SaatiDga waa nemr 
gnO^ m ha nrurmce <rf ai^ act of rapaerty ® Saoh are the 
teatunoniea wluoh are there oaSed l yawnnwynitw m fartnir of 
Mr Hartmga, with which eH India a «id to lound. Do we 
attempt to conoeal them from your lordthipeP ISo, we 
bring them forth to ihow yon tie wickednew of man, 
wlux after he hat robbed mnooeiKei, after he baa dinded tbe 
fpoU between Gunn Gonn Smg and himt^f^ geta tbe pcr^ 
robbed^to neiynre nimaelf for ha taXe, if men a oeelure a 
capable of oeing guilty of penury "We hate another rozan 
g*mm* eent ^tum ffoddem or a peraoo nearly nnder the 
same mrcumataneos with ILtdanaut, namely, M"hft 
Dhenya Bcolbrhnd Bahadre, only made to dintff in aotae ei 
praMiona from tbe former, that it might not appear to ori> 
cpnate from tbe tame hand. Theee mumble romnnimma# 
no daliTCn to you aj tbe eoDected roioe of the ooont^, to 
•bow bow iU-lWided the imprcasiona are which committee* 
of the House ofComimma(fortotheeQtlMwaDode,Ifuppci*e) 
hare conoanung this man, during their uiguina* into 

the management of tbe aSain of tbe Company m India. 

Before I quit thi* ■ubject, I hare only to gire you the 
opinion of flir Ebjnh Iinp^, a name conaecrated to Pe*p«t 
for erer (your lordahip* know him in thii Houae as well u 
I do), reipectaig theto petitiona and <^rtificate* of good he- 
harioiir’' — • 

**From iheraoaOQf and eectimeni# that thej eonbnjv ^ 
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The moment an Thiclisliman appears, na (Ins pjriideinan 
does in (he proniicc of Pinngenore, (o colled cerliiiea(os for 
Uj. Hastings, it is a commatm for them, the people, to say 
^Yhnt he plooscs. 

And here, my lords, I would wish to say something of tho 
miserable situation of the people of that country ; but it ia 
not in my commission, and I nuist be silent ; and shall only 
request your lordships to obscn'c how this crime of hriherv 
grows in its magnitude. First, the bribe is tnhon, throngli 
Gunga Gonn Sing, from this infant, for his succession to tho 
zemindar}'. Kext follows the removal from their ollices. and 
consequent ruin, of all his nc.arest natural relations. Then 
the delivery of the province to Debi Sing, upon the prett'uce 
of the arrears Sue to the Comp.any, with all the subsequent 
horrors committed under the management of that atrocious 
villain. And lastly, the gross subornation of perjuiy in 
making this WTctchcd minor, under twelve years of age, bear 
testimony, upon oath, to the good qualities of Sir. lla.sting.s 
and of Ins government; this minor, 1 say, who lived 300 
miles from the seat of his government, and who, if he knew 
anything at all of his own aflairs, must have known Umt Mr. 
Hastings was the cause of all his sullcrings. 

My lords, I have now gone through the wlfolc of what I 
have in charge. I have laid before you tbo covenants by 
wbicb the Company have thought fit to guard against tlio 
avarice and rapacit}' of their governors. I Imvo sliown that 
they positively forbid the taking of all sorts of bribes and 
presents : and I have stated the means adopted by them for 
preventing the evasion of their orders, by directing, in .-all 
money transactions, the publicity of them. I Imvo furtlicr 
shown, that in order to remove every temptation to a breach 
of their orders, the next step was the framing a legal fiction, 
by wbicb presents and money, under whatever pretence 
taken, were made the legal property of tho Company, in 
order to enable them to recover them out of any rapacious 
hands that might viqjate the new act of parliament. I have 
ako stated this act of parliament. I have stated Mi*. Hast- 
ings’s sense of it. I have stated the violation of it by his 
taking bribes from all quarters. I have stated tho fraudulent 
bonds by wh^ch he claimed a security for money as bis o^vn 
M'hicb belonged to the Company. 1 have stated the series 
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of firoodi, prertncAtioiu, ODDoeolmenti^ tod all that 
of miqmty, iriuch I vmded through with pam to nij*^ 
I am tore, and with mflmte pam« X fear, to joor 
ahipa. 1 bare abown yoor lordabipa, that hi^ eruiou ot 
the clear worda of hit coretuot, and the clear woida of an 
act of perl ament, were each aa did not anae from an omin^ 
out jadgmeot, but from a commt intentionj wnH, I bebare 
yoa will find tiafc ha attempt w erode the law aggrarate* 
infinitely hia goiU lu breaking it> In aU tbia I bare only 
opened to you the paeha|(e of Uua baamen ; 1 hare opaocd 
It to Tcntilate it, and giro air to it i I bare opoied it that 
a qaarantma might be performed ; that the aweet air of 
bearen, which u poQated the poiaoa it eontaina, nugfat be 
let loose upon it, and that U may be atred a&d rentilated be- 
fore yoor lordahipa touch lU Those who follow me will 
endeerour to explain to your lordahipa what Ur Uaitmg* 
haa endearoared to inroire m myet^. by bringing pn:^ 
after proof that erery bribe that waa' here conaoTed waa 
takflp with oampt purpoeee, and foUcrwed aith the mott per* 
nhaoua eooaeipieiicet. Theae are thinn which be brought 
to you Jn proof I hire only ng:ardea the ayatem of hnberr 
I bare endesroured to abow tut it la a a yr tem of mritezy 
and ooncealnenti and, conaeqtumtly, e ayatem of CraQO. 

Ton now aee aume of the meena ^ which fartuon bate 
been made by eertam penona in India; you aee the confr- 
dersmea they hare farmed with erne another for their motual 
concealment and mutual aupport ; you wiH tea bow they re- 
ply to th&r own deceitful inqumee by fmudolent anawcf* j 
you wiO aee that ChcdtenhaiQ calla upon Oalcotta, aa one 
d«p calla upon another, and that the call which la 
for expltaafron la anawered in myatery m abort, yon w«l 
a*c the Tery eonihtution of their mmda hero dercloped. 

And now, my lordt m what a ntuatioo are we all placed f 
Ibia proeeoution of the Oommona (I wuh to hare it under- 
itood, and I am anre I ahall not be dtadabned In it) i* a pro- 
aecuboti not only lor the jraniabing a delinguent, a mwefr 
tion not merely lor prcreonug thia amf that offence, but it « 
a greet cenaonaJ proaeccrtioo, Ar tie purpoae of prtwrrr?^ 
tbe mannera, diaractora, ana rlrtuea that ebarartente the 
people of EnglancL The altuabon m whiA we ** 
Ireadfui Tbeeo people pour in upon of erei^* day TW 
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not only bring "witb them the wealth which they have ac- 
quired, but they bring with them into our coimtry the vices 
by wliich it was acquired. Formerly the people of England 
were censored, and perhaps properly, with being a sullen, 
imsocial, cold, unpleasant race of men, and as inconstant as 
the climate in which they are horn. These are the vices 
which the enemies of the kingdom charged them with ; and 
people are seldom charged with "idces of which they do not 
in some measure partake. But nohod^y refused them the 
character of being an open-hearted, candid, liberal, plain, sin- 
cere people ; qu^ties which would cancel a thousand faults, 
if they had them. 

But if, by conniving at these frauds, you once teach the 
people of il^^and a concealing, narrow, suspicious, guarded 
conduct : if you teach them qualities directly the contrary to 
those by which they have hitherto been distinguished : if 
you malse them a nation of concealers, a nation of dissem- 
blers, a nation of liars, a nation of forgers ; my lords, if you, 
in one word, turn them into a people of ianyam, the cha- 
racter of England, that character which more than our arms 
and more than oxm commerce has made us a great niftion, the 
character of England will be gone and lost. ^ 

Our liberty is as much in danger as jour honour and our 
national character. 'We, who here appear representing the 
Commons of England, are not wild enough not to tremble, 
both for ourselves and for our constituents, at the effect of 
riches; “ Ojyum metuenda poiestasy We dread the operation 
of money. Do we not know that there are many men who 
wait, and who indeed hardly wait, the event of this prosecu- 
tion to let loose aU the corrupt wealth of India, acquired by 
the oppression of that country, for the corruption of all the 
liberfnes of this, and to fill the parliament with men who are 
now the object of its indignation ? To-day the Commons of 
Great Britain prosecute the delinquents of India. — To-mor- 
row the delinquents of India may be the Commons of Great 
Britain. We know*I say, and feel the force of money ; and 
. wie now call upon your lordships for justice in this cause of 
money. We call upon you for the preservation of our man- 
ners, — of our virtues. We call upon you for our national 
character, "^e call upon you for our liberties ; and hope 
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t}t&t the freadmn of the Commozu viQ b« preaerTed hj the 
^ustiee of the kirdt. 


*•* la Uiii utlela Ur. Bmte vu ■upportad on & 16di of FArouy, 
ITOO, b; ktr. Aoitretlijr, vha opaiad tht nmitdnf part of tiu ar- 
Uole, did part of tlu writtUi aad th* •tUciM vu ranmtd ap ad 

Tifnr nii ^hn . — ^Tla Twt of tlu arldsK* opoc the tad on part of 
tha MTwUh, efthib, tad fatrtamUt crtkiei, ww* mpaetini^ opeoed asd 
anfcnced by Ur. Pox aM othar of the maaayna, on tba 7u aad Ptb af 
Jtnw, in the auna aeadncu 

On the S3kd of hlay, 1761, Ur. Bt. John cnaaad (he focrth artlda of 
charfa | and arldenea vca he^ in a u p pojt or the auM. la the JbOenr- 
inf K i ljm of 1761, Ur. Haartztfa*# eocneel vare heafd fai ble ittaetf 
-which -waa comamed throng the winte of the lawlwi of 1763. 

On the bth of Hatch, 17^ a aeieci cpnwdllaa vaa a p p o t aU d by the 
Bonaa of Oowimaaa to ia^oct the Locda* JonnsaK in tektfcn to theb 
proeeadint on the trial of Wamn Ha«tii<B, Beq., and to npon what they 
iotzDd thcram to the Uowas (which taiaitifttee were the man area ap> 
potntad to nahe food the artkiai of impeachment apjaat the aud War* 
iwD Hueiatt, JSea.) i and who wnrw afleiwuda taacnKiod to report the 
•rrsml aattme wbltt bad ocearred tiae* the consMmcanasi ef the pre* 
aeoatloB, iLsd which bad. in opinien, wrtrfVaaift to tha dhnaiooB 
thereof th^U thne^ -with thair otwerraiiowa tba rwpow .--Oa the 60lh el 
April, the &>0owiBg Beport, writtan by Ur Bari^ and adoptad by (be 
eoEUBlttM, w*8 ptoKotad to tha Uonea of and ordarwf by tha 

Bataa to pcixled.'-Bncr 




ADTERTISEMENT. 


The account which is here given of lohat passed in the TCouse 
of Lords and iif the Souse of Commons, relative to the Beport of 
the Committee of the Commons appointed to inspect the Journals 
of the Lords, loas through inadvertency omitted to he published 
together with that Meport at the end of the Seventh Volume} 


The preceding Report was ordered to be printed fo? the nse 
of the members of the House of Commons, pnd was soon 
afterwards reprinted and published in theebape of a pamphlet, 
by Of London bookseller. In the course of a debate which 
took' place in the House of Lords on Thursday, the 22nd of 
May, 1794, on the Treason and Sedition Bills, Lord Thurlow 
took occasion to mention “ a pamphlet which his lordship said 
was published by one Debrett, of Piccadilly, and which had 
that day been put into his hands, reflecting highly upon the 
.T udges and many members of that house ; this pamphlet was, he 
said, scandalous and indecent, and such as he thought ought 
not to pass unnoticed. He considered the yillifying and mis- 
representing the conduct of judges and magis^tes en- 
trusted with the administration of justice and the laws of the 
country to be a crime of a very heinous nature, and most 
destructive in its consequences, because it tended to lower 
tlfem in the opinion of those who ought to feel a proper rp- 
verence and respect for their high and important stations ; 
and that when it was stated to the ignorant or the wicked 

'* Vol. Ti p. 423 of the present Edition. 
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tiiat tii«p joilM and magiitrata* were ignormnt tnd corropt, 
it tended to lee wm tb«r wepect Jbr and obeienee to w 
lawt tiwmaelTei, by teadnnff them to thinlc ill of tho*e who 
administered tb^'* On ^ next day Mr Borlct aHed the 
attention of the Home of Common* to thu natter, in i 
ipeech to the follavuig e^Bct 

“Mr Speckor. 

■The bcense of the pieeent timee make* it Teiydiffienlt for 
n* to talk upon oertam sobjeotB m which parliamentary order 
If mTolred. It a difficuh to ^leok of them with reguknty, 
or to bo ailent with dignity ana wadorm All onr prooeoding* 
bare been oonatantly pobiahed, according ti^tbe ditcrebon 
and ability of mdinemwe oat of doom, wiu impanity, almoct 
pTOr nnce I came mto pariament. By mage people bare 
obtained aometbmg lice a preaonptiTe right to tbia abrae. 

I do not jnrtaJyik j^uttbe abme U now grown ao bretarate 
that to poniah it wtlhout preriona notice weald bare an ^ 
peoranoe of bardiinp, if not h^oatlee. The pnbbeationi 1 
alloda to are fheqoestly erroneona a* weU at irregolar, bat 
they arS not alwtn bo; what tb^ grre a* tbe report* *sd 
reMloticaiB oftbii Hontehare Bomelimc* beenpren eorrectljr 
And it hu not bean uncommon to attack tbe proceeding* of 
tbe Home itaelf under colour of atti^mg tbeee irregular 
pobbcatKim. Notwitbstandiiig however tbi* colourable plea, 
thu Hoote ha* in aome imtanoe* proceeded to puniah the 
poreon* who hare tbo# intulied it Tern wDl here too 
remark, nr, that when a complaint i* made of a piratical 
edition of a worl^ the auibaatiaty of the onginal work Is ad 
nutted, and wbo^er attack* the matter of tbe work itaelf 
in thcee unantboriEed puhbeatum* doe* not attack U Irti 
than if be had attacked it m an edition anthorired by tbe 
writer 

« I undentani nr, that hi a place which I greatly re*p«s 
and by a penon tor wbomlhare Ukewtee a great tenera tioo, 

II pamphlet, publiabed by a Mr DeVrett, baa been Tcry 
heanlr oeniorel That pamphlet, I bear (for I hare iW 
read it), purport* to bo* report made byoneofroor conumi* 
tees to tlm Home. It 1»* been eemuW (u i am told) by 
tbo poreon end in the place I bare mentwned^in rery b^a 
and tery umimlifled term*. It ha* been thenf aaid (and w 
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far very truly) that' at all times, and particularly at this time, 
it is necessary for the preservation of order and the execution 
of the law iiat the characters and reputation of the judges 
of the courts in Westminster Hall snould he kept in thp 
highest degree of respect and reverence : and that in this 
pamphlet, described by the name of a libel, the characters and 
conduct of those judges upon a late occasion have been as- 
persed as arising mom iguorance or corruption. 

“ Sir, combining all the circumstances, I think it impossi- 
ble not to suppose that this speech does not reflect upon a 
•Eeport which, by an order of the committee on which I served, 

I had the honour of presenting to this House. For anything 
improper in that report I am responsible, as well as the mem- 
bers of the committ^, to this House, and to this House only. 
The matters contained in it and the observations upon them 
are submitted to the wisdom of the House, that you may act 
upon both in the time and manner that to your judgment 
may seem most expedient ; or that you may not act upon 
them at all, if you should think that most expedient for the 
public good. Your committee has obeyed your orders; it has 
done its duty in making "that Eeport. 

“ I am of opinion, with the eminent person by whom that 
Eeport is censured, that it is necessary ^t this time very par- 
ticularly that the authority of judges should be preserved and 
supported. This however does not depend so much upon us 
as upon themselves. It is necessary to preserve the dignity 
and respect of all the constitution^ authorities. This, too, 
depends in part upon ourselves. It is necessary to preserve 
the respect due to the House of Lords ; it is fiill as necessary 
- to preserve the respect due to the House of Commons, upon 
which (whatever may he thought of us by some persons) the 
weight and force of all other authorities within this bdngdom 
essentially depend- If the power of the House of Commons 
be degraded or enervated, no other can stand. We must he 
true to ourselves. We ought to animadvert upon any of our 
members who abn^ije the trust we place in them ; we must 
'Jupport those who, without regard to consequences, perform 
them duty , 

“ With regard to the matter which I am now submitting 
to your cop|iideration, I must say for your committee of 
managers ahd for myself, that the Eeport was deliberately 
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made, tod doee not, as I cono ei Te, oontain cnj moteritl 
error, nor onr undue or indecent refleotioii upon but pencil 
or peraonfl wnaterer It doee not acociee tliejud^cscu ignc^ 
ninoe or oorruption. 'WluitoTer tt aiji, it dom not >aj 
falgmnioojlj' That kmd of language belong! to portooi 
whote ^oquenoe A^ea them toafreeimofepitbeta. The 
Beportitatc* that the judge* bad gtren their opimon* leaetljr, 
contrary to the ahnoct tounterrupted tenor m perbaipeptaiy 
usage on ea<di occadona. It states that the mode of girhi^ 
the optmona iraa unpreoedfflited and contrary to the prm- 
lege* of the Hoa>e of Oommona. It staiei tl^ the corotmt- 
tee did not know ntwa what rule* and pnnesploe die judge* 
had deaded upcm note case*, aa they natter heard to^ 
opimonj dohrered, iwr hare found th^ entered upon the 
joumal* of the HoueeofLord*. It u rery true that we were 
and are extremely dueatuded with tho*e oj^on«,and the con« 
eeqoeotcleteramatutnsoftbelicrrd!, andwedonottinnk lu^ 
a mode of proceeding at all juftified by moat mnaeroui 
and the b^ preeedenta. None of these sentmenU h the 
eomimttee, aj I coxusirefand I feel ai little aa anyoftbem). 
dopoeed to retract or to soften in the tmaCect degree. 

“The Bopcfft tpeekiforrtaelt 'WbenerreTaiioceaaionihaU 
be r^folarly Jprenvto maintain erer j thing of luhttance w 
that paper, I •hall bo ready to meet the protido*t name for 
ability, leammg or rank, thl* kingdom contaui!, 
that anlgoot Po I aay this from any oonMeooo m mrt^f 
Farfrotnit. It i* from my confidence in our cauae, and m t^ 
abiliWjthe learning, and the ocoafatutional proicJplei 
tbn Houae contama withm itaeH and which I hope it wm 
eror contain ; and In the assistance which it will not fail to 
afford to those who with good intention do their best to 
main fann the esseu^ pnTuege* of the House, the snaeut 
law of parliament, and toe pubho justice of this kingdom. 

No reply or obserratkm was made on the subject *uf 
5ther meiober, nor was any further not*ce taken It in tJts 
House of /arras. *" 



TlUAL OF WARREN HASTINGS, ESQUIRE. 

WEDNESDAY, 28th MAY, 1794. 


FIRST DAT OF REPLY. 

(Mr. Burke.) 

Mt Lords, — This business, vrhicb basso long employed 
the public councils of this kingdom, so long employed the 
greatest and most august of its tribunals, now approaches 
to a close. The wreck and fragments of our cause (which 
has been dashed to pieces upon rules by which your lordships 
have thought fit to regulate its progress) await your final de- 
termination. Enough, however, of the matter is l^ft to call 
for the most exemplary punishment that any tribunal ever 
inflicted upon any criminal ; and yet, my lords, the prisoner, 
by the plan of his defence, demands not only an escape, but a 
triumph. It is not enough for him to be acquitted, the Com- 
mons of G-reat Britain must be condemned ; and your lord- 
ships must be the instruments of his glory, and of our disgrace. 
This is the issue upon which he has put this cause, and the 
issue upon which we are obliged to take it now, and to pro- 
vide for it hereafter. 

My Lords, I confess that at this critical moment I feel 
myself oppressed with an anxiety that no words can 
adequately express. The effect of aU our labonts, the result 
of all our inquiries, is now to be ascertained. You, my lords, 
are now to determine, not only whether all these labours havt 
^been vain and iruitleBs, but whether we have abused so long 
the public patience of our country, and so long oppressed 
merit, instead of avenging crime. I confess I tremble when ^ 
I consider that your judgment is now going to be passed, not 
on the culytit at your bar, but upon tbe House of Commons 
tsel^ and upon the public justice of this kingdom, as repre- 
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scnted in thli great WbniuL It u not that culpnt who • 
upon tnal, it ii the Honae of Oommoni that la npon iti tint., 
it ta the BL011B6 of Lorda that n upon ita tnal^it ia the 
Bntiah nation that la upon ita tnal before aQ other nationa, 
before the preaent genenLtioii,and before a lang,IaQgpoatentj 
llj lorda, I ahotild be aahamed if at thia moment I at* 
tempted tonae imj aork of rhetorical blandiahmentawbaterer 
8am artifloea would neither bo amtable to the hodj that I 
renreaent, to the oaaae which I aaatam, or to my own mdi 
naaal dmpoaition npon anoh an occaaiom Ify lorda, we 
know Teiy wrell what theao fiJlaaona blandiahinenta too fre- 
cpiently are. "We know that they are naed to captante the 
benerolenoe of the court, and to eoDdbate thtf anectmua of 
the tribunal rather to the peraon than to the canae. 
know that they are need to ^Be the remonatrancea of eon* 
eaence in the judge, and toreeoneile it to the fiolation eftua 
duty We Hkewiae know that they are too often uaed in 
gre^ and important esaaea (and more partieulariT to csum 
D ke thia) toreotmcila the pniecutor to the powwiol factiaw 
of a protected ^rmruaj, and to the injury of tbewe who hare 
auffered By hu mmea ; thoa tndoomg all parUea to Mpante 
in a kind of good humour, an if theyhad nothing more than 
a Terbal diapute to ahttle, or a abgut (pzarrel orer a table to 
compromme. All thia may nowbedoneatthe eapjsnao tf the 
persona wboee cause we pretend to eapouae. We may all 
part, my lorda, with the moat perfect complaeeney and entire 
good humour terwarda one another, while nationt, whole auf* 
fering nationa, are left to beat the empty air with erica of 
misery and anguiah, and to coat forth to an offended hcaren 
the Imprecatmiia of diaappoiiitmoDt and deapair 

One of the oounael far the pruoDer (I think it waa one 
who baa comported himadf In thia cauae with decency) ba^ 
told your loMhipa that we hare come here on aecotmt of 
MiM difwii* enterodned In the Hooae of Cotomoiia eoncendng 
the oondnet of the pnaoner at tout bar , that we ahaH be «• 
tremely ddlgbted rAen hla dewee and yAur lordabipa' jDdg> 
mont ■ball Imte set bfan free, and aball fiare dlacorered to na 
.our error} that we ahaH then mutually oongTatoIate»e 
another, and that the Oommoni, and the managm who reprc* 
font them here, will be the firat to rqoice in * happy i» 
ereut and to for t unate a dlteoroy. 
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Far, far from the Commons of Great Britain be all manner 
of real vice ; but ten thousand times further from them, as fai 
as from pole to pole, be the -whole tribe of false, spurious, affect- 
ed, counterfeit, hj^ocritical ^’i^tues. These are the things -u'hich 
are ten times more at -war -with real virtue, these are the things 
■which are ten times more at war -with real duty, than any vice 
known by its name, and distinguished by its proper character. 

My lords, far from us, I will add, be that false and affected 
candour that is eternally in tre.aty with crime; that half 
virtue, which, like the ambiguous animal that flies about in the 
tNvilight of a compromise between day and night, is to a just 
man’s eye an odious and disgusting thing. Tliere is no middle 
point in whidi the Commons of Great Britain can meet ty- 
ranny and oppression. No, we never shall (nor can we con- 
ceive that we ever should) pass from this bar, -without indig- 
nation, nnthout rage and despair, if the House of Commons 
should, upon such a defence as has here been made against 
such a charge as they have produced, be foiled, baffled, and 
defeated. No, my lords, we never could forget it ; a long, 
lasting, deep, bitter memory of it would sink into oyr minds. 

My lords, the Commons of Great Britain have no doubt 
upon this subject. "We came hither to call for justice, not to 
solve a problem ; and if justice be denied us, the accused is 
not acquitted, but the tribunal is condemned. We know 
that this man is guilty of aU the crimes which he stands ac- 
cused of by us. We have not come here to you in the rash 
heat of a day, -with that fervour which sometimes prevails in 
popular assemblies and frequently misleads them. No ; if 
we have been guilty of error in this cause, it is a deliberate 
error ; the fruit of long, laborious inquiry ; an error founded 
on a procedure in parliament, before we came here ; the most 
minute, the most circumstantial, and the most cautious that 
ever was instituted. Instead of coming, as we did in Lord 
Strafford’s case, and in some others, voting the impeachment 
and bringing it up on the same day, this impeaenment was 
voted from a generiil sense prevailing in the House of Mr. 
Hastings’s criminality, after an investigation begun in the 
year 1780, and which produced in 1782 a body of resolutions 
condemnatory of almost the whole of his conduct. Tliose 
resolutions^were formed by the Lord Advocate of Scotland, 
and carried in our House by the unanimous consent of 
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be*. I metn tiie tben Iiord Adrocoto of Bootlsnd, iKnr (ns 
of bu Mjyertr'i principal G o c ie ta oes of Btate, and at tlM bsad 
of tins Tory Jndmn department. ^ 

AfLerwajili, irheii this defendant came home, in the yen 
1785. ire re-injrtitnted onr inquiry ‘W’einstitiit^rtjMyoar 
lordampe and the 'world know, at hii own requeat tthi^ to oa 
by ha effrat, then a member of oor Home, 'ff'e entewd 
into it at lam ( 'we delibermtely mored for erery paper which 
pronused m&rmation on the cobject. Q^ieec papeii were not 
onlr prodnoed on the part of the proeecntKm, as is the cate 
befom grand jonea, hot the fiiends of tha pmoner produced 
erery document whidi they could prodnce his josttficatian. 
'VTe called all the witneeM which could tail igt ten os m the 
eanae, and the friends of the praoner Ukewiae called erery 
witness that could pocnbly throw any light m ha friTonr 
After all these long aeliber^ons, we raferiW the whole to a 
committee. 'When it had gone through that committee, and 
we thought it m a fit state to be digeated into these ehixges, 
we mferi e d the matter to awnthiny committee, and the re^t 
of that examination and the labour of these eomsuttees 
la the im|ieEaahment now at your bar 
If tberaore f'e are defeated here, we cannot plead for our* 
selres that we hare done this from a saddcm gust of passion, 
which sometimes agitates and sometimes mlueads ths most 
grare popular assembhea. Ko^ ft u estber the fair mult of 
twaity-two year’s deUbemhon that we bring before too, or 
what the pnaoner aajs a just and true— that notbmg but 
mtbco in tne Commons of Great Bntain could possibly po* 
dace snob an accusation ai the frurt of such an inquiry My 
lords, we admit this statement* we are at issae upon tha 
point, and we are now before your lordships, ■who ^ 
determine whertber tha man has abused bis power m Inda 
for fourteen years, or whether the Commons bare abioedthetr 
power of inquiry, mode a mock of their mqnaitonal autbc sity , 
and tamed rt to purposes of prfrate mahc© and rorenge. » ® 
are not come here to compromise matters, we do admit, 
that our Came, our honourm, nay, the tcit inqinsitorfal pq*”* 

, of the House of Commons, is coca, if this man be not gmoy 
My lords, great and powerful as the House of Comm^ 

(and great and power^ I hope It always will iVnamh y« 
we cannot bo insensible to the effects produced by the iniro* 
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duction of forty milb’ons of money into this country from 
India. We know that the private fortunes which have been 
made there pervade this kingdom so rmiversally that there is 
not a sin^e parish in it unoccupied by the partisans of the 
defendant. We should fear that the faction which he has 
thus formed by the oppression of the people of India would 
be too strong for the House of Commons itself, with aU its 
power and reputation, did we not know that we have brought 
before you a cause which nothing can resist. 

I shaU now, my lords, proceed to state what has been 
already done in this cause, and in what condition it now stands 
for your judgment. 

■ An immeiwe mass of criminality was digested by a commit- 
tee of the House of Commons ; but although this mass had 
been taken from another mass still greater, the House found ii 
expedient to select twenty specific charges, which they after- 
wards directed us their managers to bring to your lordships’ 
bar. Whether that which has been brought forward on these 
occasions, or that which was left behind, be more highly 
criminal, I for one, as a person most concerned in this inquiry, 
■do assure your lordships that it is impossible for raS to deter- 


uune. 


• After we had brought forward this oause (the greatest in 
extent that ever was tried before any human tribunal, to say 
nothing of the magnitude of its consequences), we soon 
found, whatever the reasons might be, wthout at present 
blaming the prisoner, without blaming your lordships, and 
far are we from imputing blame to ourselves, — ^we soon found 
•that this trial was likely to be protracted to an unusual lenrth. 
The managers of the Commons, feeling this, went up to their 
constituents to procure from them the means of reducing it 
within a compass fitter for their management and for your 
lordships’ judgment. Being furnished with this power, a 
second selection was made upon the principles of the first ; 
not upon the idea that what we left could be less clearly sus- 
^tained, but becausS we thought a selection should be made 
upon some juridical principle. With this impres^on 
minds, we reduced the whole cause to four g^ea ^ 

g«nt crimimlitT. of Blares 

W,, the effete ofta open u.jnet.c.^ 

the other »two expose the ^ ^ 
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apon wlilch tte pmoner proceeded , one of the*e dupln/i Ki« 
pissiTe oomipticiii m reoeiruig bribe*, and the other hu actiTB 
eormptuHi, m which he has endeaToored to defend hii ponre 
ooTTQution, bj forming a moat formidable faction bbth ahroed 
and n home. Here it hardlj any one act of pmooer’i 
oormption In which there a not preenmptire nolenise, nor 
any a^ of ha violence m which there are not precnmptiTe 
proo6 of comiption- Tbeee practice* are ao mtunateJy 
blended with each other, that wo thought the diftributton 
which we hare adopted would be*t bring oefore yon the spurt 
and genini of his goremioent , pod we wore connnced that 
if npon theae foor great heads of charge your lordahips ihoiild 
not ^d him guilty, notiung could 1 m added to them wfaieh 
would pervnaae you ao to do 

In t^ way ai^ m this atate the matter now comes befor* 
roar lordship*. I need not tread orer the ground which has 
been trod with anoh extraordinaiy abUibee by my brother 
manager*, of whom I shall say nothing more, thin that the 
canaa hoi been supported by sbilitie* ei^nal to it ) and. my 
lords, no abOrties are beyond It. Ai to the part which I nre 
suftsioftf in this procMurr, a senae of my own sbiliHes, 
weighed with ^ Importanee of the canae, would bare made 
me Girons of Wn&lefV out of it ; bnt I had a doty tn per* 
form which superseded ere^ personal consideration,sndthst 
dnfy was obedlenee to the Uouae of which 1 bare the bonout 
of being a member Th» i* all the apology I ihall make. 
We are the Commons of GhMat Bntam, and therefore canned 
fpaVw apolc^es. X can make none for my obedlenoe ? they 
want none for their oommanda. Hey gave me this officci 
not from any confidence In my ability, but from a confidence 
in the abdiHe* of those who were to assist me. and from a 
oonfidanoe in my seal, — a quality, my lords, which oflentimcs 
BOpplies the want of greet abtbties. 

In oonndering what relates totfae nnsoner and tohis defrnw 
I And the wholoresolres Jtsdf into Jbur heods. 
roeaaour and his defence in general; aeeontly, the principles^ 
his defence, thirdfr, the means of that defence; and fourthly, 

, the teahmonies which he brings forward to fortify ffiose 
to support those principles, and to jostifr that demeaaocr 
As to his demeanour, my lords, 1 wilf renlurtf io mt t w 
if wo fnDy ccamice the eondact of sD pnsonen D"otnht be* 
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fore this high tribunal, from the time that the Duke of Suf- 
folk a^eared before it down to the time of the appearance' 
of my Lord Macclesfield ; if we fully examine the conduct of 
prisoners in every station of life, from my Lord Bacon down 
to the smugglers who were impeached in the reign of King 
William, I say, my lords, that we shall not in the whole his- 
tory of parliamentary trials find anything similar to the de- 
meanour of the prisoner at your bar. What could have en- 
coiuaged that demeanour, your lordships will, when yop 
refiect seriously upon this matter, consider. God forbid that 
the authority either of the prosecutor or of the judge should 
dishearten the prisoner so as to circumscribe the means or en- 
ervate the vigour of his defence 1 God forbid that such a 
thing should even appear to be desired by any body in any 
British tribunal ! But, my lords, there is a behaviour which 
broadly displays a want of sense, a want of feeling, a want of 
decorum ; a behaviour which indicates an habitui depravity 
of mind, that has no sentiments of propriety, no feehng for 
the relations of life, no conformity to the circumstances of 
human afiairs. This behaviour does not indicate the spirit of 
injured innocence, but the audacity of hardened, ^habitual, 
shameless guilt ; affording legitimate groun»Js for inferring 
a very defective education, very evil scriety, or very vicious 
-habits of life. There is, my lords, a nobleness in modesty ; 
while insolence is always base and servile. A man who is 
under the accusation of his country is under a very great 
misfortune. His innocence indeed may at length shine out 
like the sun, yet for a moment it is under a cloud ; his honour 
•is in abeyance, his estimation is suspended, and he stands 
ns it were a doubtful person in the eyes of all human society. 
In that situation, not a timid, not an abject, but undoubtedly 
a modest behaviour would become a person even of the most 
exalted dignity and of the firmest fortitude. 

. The Homans (who were a people that understood the de- 
corum of life as well as we do) considered a person accused 
Jto stand in such a doubtful situation, that from the moment 
of accusation he assumed either a mourning or some squalid 
garb ; although, by the nature of their constitution, accusa- 
tions were brought forward by one of their lowest magis- 
trates. T^3 spirit of that decent usage has continued fron 
the time ?f the Eomaus till this very day. Ho man wa. 
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ercr brought before your lotdihq* that did not carry tH 
cmtwBxd ai well aa inward demeanour of modetty, of ( ot , d! 
apprdieQiiony of a Koao of tm aitoataon^ of a tenie of oar 
aocMotian, and a eonae of yoor lordahij*^ dignity 

Tbeee, buworur, are but outward thmgi ; they are, u 
Hamlet aayij “ tiungi whudi a man may play ” But, my 
lorda, tha pnaoner hu gone a great Am] farther tK^n bemg 
merdr defloent m dee^t bnmilj^ Inatead of ddecdmg 
himaelf, be hai, with a dtfree of mBcdence anparsllaled m 
the hiftoiy of pnde end gnut, oat ont a recriminatoty aecnH 
ation rmn the Houae of Commons. Instead of eonsidermg 
himadf aa a peraon alrea^ under the candemnation of his 
country, end rmfMr tft m wnetbecr or not that condemnation 
ahall receive the aanction of your verdict, he rania hunaclf 
with the ta&nna beroea of antigoity Jotolug with them, 
he aoeoaea na, the lopie a tm tafarea of hu c oun try , cf the 
blaokeet mgntitude, of the basest motnrvs, of the most 
abominable cypreas i on^ not only of an iimoeent but of a 
moat mentonoiu mdindaal, who m your and in our serDOS 
haa taendeed his health, bu fostUDe, and eren aaiTered lua 
fame ana character to be caOed in question from one end of 
the wodd to 6e other This, I soy, be charge* upon the 
Commons of Great ^Britain { and he eharges it beabro the 
Court of Peer* of the aame kmgdmn. Had I not heard this 
language from the prisoner, and afterwards from his counsel, 

1 most confea I oould ha^y hare beUered that any maa 
could BO eomport himself at your lordships* bar 
After stating in ius c]gfeniM the wonaerfol things he did 
for Qt, he eaya, ** I mamtained the wan which were of yocr 
fonastion or that of others, ^ f*ja# I won ooe mem* 
bur of the great Indian confederal from it by an act of 
seasonable restitntiaa | with another I malntamed a secret 
intercourse, and oonrertod him into a friend | a third I drew 
off by divenuon and negotiabon, and etnpiojrd him as tb* 
mstminent of peace. iVTien ycu cried out for peacR tod 
your cnee were neard by those who werd the ohjecti of ihj 
reaisted this and erwy other apecies of co un terflctioo, by 
nsbg in tnT demands, and aeeotnpUihed a peace, and I hof* 
an ererlastmg one, with one great state; and I at Icari af- 
foT^ the efficient means by which a peace, if ^ot so d^ 
We, mare seasonahle at least was accomphsh^ with another 
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I gave you all; and you Lave rewarded me witL cojijiscatwn, 
ditgrace, and a life of impeachment ” 

Oomparing ouf conduct with that of the peojilo of India, 
he says, ‘4 it^'eg manifested a generositj” of which wo havo 
no example in the European world. Their conduct was tho 
effect of their sense of gratitude for the benefits they had re- 
ceived firom my administration. I wish 1 could say as much 
of my own countrymen.” 

My lords, here then we have the ;prisoner at jour bar in 
his demeanour not defending himselt, hut recriminating upon 
his country ; charging it wnth perfidy, ingratitude, and op- 
pression, and making a comparison of it with the hanyniiB of 
India, whom he prefers to the Commons of Great Britain. 

My lords, "ffhat shall we say to this demeanour ? Witli re- 
gard to the charge of using him with ingratitude, there are 
tivo points to be considered. Eirst, the charge implies that 
he had rendered great sendees ; and secondly, that he has 
been falsely accused. 

My lords, ns to the great sendees, they have not, thov can- 
not, come in evidence before you. If you have received such 
evidence, you have received it obliquely ; for tlifire is no 
other direct proof before your lordships of such services than 
that of there having been great distresses and ^reat calamities 
in India during his government. TJpoif these distressos and 
calamities he has indeed attempted to justify obliquely tho 
corruption that has been charged upon him : but you havo 
not properly in issue these services. You cannot admit tho 
evidence of any such services received direc^ from him as 
a matter of recriminatory charge upon the BTouso oi Com- 
mons, because you have not siifferea that House to exumino 
into the validity and merit of this plea. Wo have not been 
heard upon this recriminatory charge, which makes a con- 
siderable part of the demeanour of the prisoner ; wo cannot 
be heard upon it ; and therefore I demand on tho part of tlio 
Commons of Great Britain that it be dismissed from your 
consideration ; and this I demand, whether you take it aa an 
attempt to render odious the conduct of the Commons, ^ 
ther you take it in mitigation of the punishment due ^ 

prisoner for his crimes, or whether it be adduced 
Bmnption that so virtuous a servant never com , - gf 

the offencQB with which we charge him- -tn 
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tbi-te llabti jm rasj be inclined ta consider tha maitar, I 
M^Tjoa nsrert not mendencebeforo jon; tnd tbewforeyoo 
mint erpnngo it from your tbongbta, and aopajiite rt entimy 
lioiu your judgment. I abaU hereafter tare occitnon to itT 
5 forr word* on thla rotfect of manU I hare laid thoi msm 
«t preeent, m order to remore eitraneoui impreajon* from 
imndw. For admitting that your lordebipi are tbe best 
judgee, as I well know that you are. jet I cannot that 
yon are not men^ and that matter of tbis b o w et er ir» 
lelerant, may not make an impreeaion tip<m yon- It docs, 
tberefore, be^me m to take some occanonal notice of these 
topposed aemoea, not m the way of argnmont, but with a 
riew by one sort of pit^dice to destroy ajio^er pr^dwe. 
If then u anythu^ m endenee which tends to dertrpy this 
plea of menti, we eh all roour to that enodence; if tb^ is 
nothing to des^y it bat argument, we abatl bare Teoonise to 
that orgoment j and if we support that argoment l:y antber- 
ity and docomeot, not m your lordsbipa' ZDinntea> 1 hope H 
w 01 not be tho Insa conndered aa goon arguntmt beesnae U 
ia so supported. 

I muse now caE yoortordsbips* attention from the Tannted 
eemcea of the jmaoner, which iHrre been urged to conriet w 
of ingratitude,^ to arwtber part of bia rocrimlnatoiT defence. 
He aayi, my lords, that wo hare not only oppmaed him with 
tmiort cbargci (which la a matter for your lordabipi to Jodg*^ 
and a now the point at iaan© between ua), but tnat inftead 
of attacking him by fair judicial modes of proceeding, by ftat' 
ing crimes clearly and plainly, and by proring those mme^ 
and abowing tbeir necessary conaeijneocet, we mto oppressed 
bun with aU aorta of foul and abuaire lanmmge ) so mneh ao, 
that OTciy port of our proceeding baa, in tw eye of the world, 
mare the appearance of prirate rerengo than of pnblle Joa* 
tJce 

Against this Impudent and calomnlona recriminatory ae» 
cuaation, which your lordships ham thought good to auffer 
hhu to utter here, at a tune too when an,digm^ ia In danger 
of b^g trodden wndes foot, we wtII say nothmg by way ^ 
defence. Tbe Commons of Great Britain, ray lords, are a 
rustic people j a tone of niahd^ ts tbesrefoTe the proper ac- 
cent 01 thw managers. "We are not acquaintedcwith tbe nr* 
Dsnlty tnd politenesi of dtorhon and oppressiodj nor do wf 
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know anything of the sentimental delicacies of bribery and 
corruption. "\Ve speak the language of truth, and we speak 
it in the plain, simple terras in whicm truth ought to be spok- 
en. Eves, if* we have anything to answer for on this head, 
we can only answer to the body which we represent and to 
that body which hears us ; to any others we owe no apology 
whatever. 

The prisoner at your bar admits that the crimes which we 
charge him with are of that atrocity, that if brought home to 
him he merits death. Tet when, in pursuance of our duty, 
we come to state these crimes with their proper criminatory 
epithets, when we state in strong and direct terms the cir- 
cumstances which heighten and aggravate them, when we 
dwell on the'*immoral and heinous nature of the acts and the 
terrible effects which such acts produce, and when we offer 
to prove both the principal facts and the aggravatory ones by 
evidence, and to show their nature and quality by the rules 
of law, morality, and policy, then this criminal, then his coun- 
sel, then his accomplices and hirelings, posted in newspapers 
and dispersed in circles through every part of the kingdom, 
represent him as an object of great compassion 5 bscause he 
is treated, say they, wdth nothing but opprobrious names and 
scurrilous invectives. * 

To all this the managers of the Commons will say nothing 
by way of defence, it would be to betray their trust if they 
did. No, my lords, they have another and a very different 
du^ to perform on this occasion. They are bound not to 
suffer public opinion, which often prevents judgment and 
often defeats its effects, to be debauched and corrupted. 
Much less is this to be suffered in the presence of our co- 
ordinate branch of legislature, and as it were with your and 
our own tacit acquiescence. Whenever the public mind is 
misled, it becomes the duty of the Commons of Great Britain 
to give it a more proper tone and a juster way of thinkin|r. 
When ignorance and corruption have usurped the professor^s 
chair, and placed themselves in the seats of science and of 
virtue, it is high tiSie for us to speak out. We know that 
tlie doctrines of folly are of great use to the professors of ^ 
vice. We know that it is one of the signs of a commt and 
degenerate age, and one of the means of insuring its nuther 
corruption and degeneracy, to give mild and lenient epithet.*? 
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to noM and to cmnet. The world u nnwh indoauced bf 
name*. Ami u toma are tha rep wan tatma of 
wben persona who exeroMO any censotitl magutao^ m 
their IkngTiag© to compramise with cmnai W 

taproMing no horror « ibe one or detestation of ^ otW, 
the worid wQl nttiindl^ think that they act merely to aeqait 
tbemselTes m it« sight in fonn, bat m reshiy to emie thor 
dirty Tee, my lor^ the world most thmk that auch per* 
•one palter with their aaored tnist, and are texider to enmesi 
becBQse they look forward to the future poaaesaian of the 
same power whioh they now proeeoute, ana purpoae to ahoae 
It in toe manner it has been ahoaed by the criminal of whom 
tbOT are ao tender 

To remoreanoh on impntatioQ from oa, we aueri that the 
Commona of Great BnWn are not to reomre nutructiocj 
about the language which tb^ ought to hold, from the g&n 
tlemen who hare made profltanle ttudiea in the acadcmiea of 
Beoarai and of Oode. We know, and therefore do not vast 
to leom, how to comixzrt ourselree in proeecptreg the 
haughty and oreigrows oelmmients of the Eait "We cassot 
reqmre t 6 be mstructed by tnem m what words we shall ex* 
pren j oat mdignabon at aoormoua crime*, forwaharethe 
example of ov graft aneeatois to teecb oa. TTe tread In 
their steM and we qiesk in their language. 

Tour lordabips well know, for you must be cooTUraant in 
this kind of resdmg, that yon once had before yon a man of 
the highert rank m the country, cam of the greatest men of 
the law, and one of the gmtert men of this 11010, a peer of 
your own body, l^rd Maccletfieli Tet, my lordi, wbCT 
that peer did bat jnst modestly hint that he had rceeired 
hard measure from the Ckmamona aud their managers, tho«j 
managers thought themaalTc* bound ttrmlm one aflff 
another, to e xpieas the utmoet indJgnatioa at the charge, in 
tho harshest language that could bo oaed. "Why did they do 
soP They know it waa the language that became l£«n- 
They Iitm m an age m which politen^ wna as wdl under* 
stood and aa mneh cultirated aa it is at present: but they 
knew what they wore dbin^ and tier were rcsoiVed (0 ^ 
tK) language but what tfaetr oneoitoTs had used, and to roB<fT 
no inaoWnce which thdr anoeatora would not ^jsto ioSezro- 
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We tread in tlieir steps ; we pursue tlieir method ; we learc 
of tiem ; and we shall never learn at any other school. 

We know £:om history and the records of this House, that 
a Lord Bacon has been before you. Who is there that, upon 
hearing this name, does not instantly recognise everything 
of genius the most profound, everything of bterature the 
most extensive, everything of discovery the most penetrat- 
ing, everything of observation on human bfe the most dis- 
tinguishing and refined ? All tliese must be instantly recog- 
nised, for they are all inseparably associated with the name 
of Lord Verulam. Yet wen this prodigy was brought be- 
fore your lordships, by the Commons of Great Britain, for 
having permitted his menial servant to receive presents, what 
was his demeanour ? Did he require his counsel not “ to let 
down the dignity of his defence” ? No. That Lord Bacon, 
whose least distinction was that he was a peer of England, a 
Lord High Chancellor, and the son of a Lord Keeper, be- 
haved bke a man who knew himself; like a man who was 
conscious of merits of the highest kind ; but at the same 
time conscious of having fallen into guilt. House 

of Commons did not spare him. They brought him to your 
bar. They found spots in that sun. And wfat, I again ask, 
was his behaviour ? That of contritian, that of humility, 
that of repentance, that which belongs to the greatest men 
lapsed and fallen through human infii’mity into error. He 
did not hurl defiance at the accusations of his country, he 
bowed himself before it, yet with all his penitence he could 
not escape the pursuit of the House of Commons, and the 
inflexible justice of this court. Tour lordships fined him 
£40,000, notwithstanding all his merits ; notwithstanding 
his humility ; notwithstanding his contrition ; notwithstand- 
ing the decorum of his behaviour, so well suited to a man 
imder the prosecution of the Commons of England, before 
the Peers of England. You fined him in a sum fully equal 
to £100,000 of the present day. You imprisoned him during 
the king’s pleasure*; and you disqualified him for ever from 
^having a seat in this House and any ofB.ce in this kingdom. 
This is the ivay in which the Co mm ons behaved formerly, ? 
and in which your lordships acted formerly ; when no culprit 
at this bar Jared to hurl a recriminatory accusation agamat 
J 2 H 2 
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hu protccutorm, or dared to craaiire tbe langnige in vlndi 
tb«r erprecMd their mdi^nation at hu 

'fte Cktmmoni of Great Britain^ following there cxanipln 
and fortified by tbam, abhor all compnraure mth. gflilt eiuier 
m act or m langoage, Thoy vili not any one word 

that they hare ipokan) becanse, my lords, they hare nid 
nothing abrutre or OHberaL It has been a^ ttut we hare 
used inch language as was need to Sir 'Walter £sleigh,irhen 
be was called, not by tbe Oommons, bnt'by a eertam person 
of a learned pmfeasvon, ** a ^oder of belt” My lords, Be 
'Walter was a great soldier, a greet mam>er. and one of the 
first scholars of bis age. To eall bun a spidtf of beH, was 
not only tmiecent m itaelC hot perfe ct ly foobfh, from the 
term being totally mapphoable to tbe object, and fit oa^ for 
the Terr pedanbo eloquence of tbe peraon who used it. But 
if Sir '\Valter Baleigh had been gml^ of nnmberlesa frauds 
and preTanoatHjDS , if be had ciandeatmely mokod up other 
men's moner, concealed bis peculation by false bonds, and 
efrerwards aHenpted to cam it by tbe coWeb* d tbe lav, 
then my Lord Coke would bare trrepasaed s great deal more 
against decomm than against p r D ; ^ efr y of unilitnde asd 
metaphor , 

Mr lords, tbe mamgers for tbe Commons bare not used 
any tneppiteaiJa langoAge. We bare indeed nse^and will 
again use, such expressions as are proper to portray guilt 
After deseribmg tbe magnitude of the crime, we detcribethe 
magnitude of tbe cnminaL We bare decUred him to be n^ 
only a piiblio robber htmMlf, but tbe heed of a system oi 
roboery j tbe captain-general of the gang; tbe chief under 
whom a whole predatoir band was arrayed, disdplnied, and 
•paid. This, my lords, u what wo offers to prore 

f ou, what in pert we hare prored, and tbe whole of wntdii 
beliere, we could pro re. In dsreloping such a mass of 
cnmlnaLty, and In desaibb^ a enmmal of such magnltiwi 
as wo hare now brought befOToyou, we could not use leni- 
ent opitboti without compromlamg with crime. Ws 
fore shall not rolai in ottr nursuits, nor In our langosge. bOi 
imy lords, no , we shall d« 63 ta feel indignatton whcrt^ 
our mornl nature has taught us to feel it, nor shall we b«’ 
to i p^wV the language wbWi m dictated imhfl* 

nation- Wbenerer men sae oppets se d where tbsy ought to 
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be protected, we called it tyranny ; and we call the actor a 
tyrant. "Wiienever goods are token by violence from the 
possessor, Ave^call it a robbery ; and the person who takes it 
we call a bobber. Money clandestinely taken from the pro- 
prietor we call theft ; and the person who takes it we call a 
thief. 'WTien a false pa^r is niade out to obtain money, we 
call the act a forgery. That steward who takes bribes from 
his master’s tenants, and then, pretending the money to be 
his own, lends it to that master and takes bonds for it to 
himself, we consider guilty of a breach of trust ; and the pei-- 
son who commits such crimes we call a cheat, a swindler, 
and a forger of bonds. All these offences, without the least 
softening, under aU these names, we charge upon this man. 
"We have so charged in our record, we have so charged in 
our speeches ; and we are sorry that our language does not 
furnish ternjs of sufficient force and compass to mark the 
multitude, the magnitude, and the atrocity of his crimes. 

How came it, then, that the Commons of Great Britain 
should be calumniated for the course which they have taken ? 
Why should it ever have been supposed that we are actuated 
by revenge ? I answer, there are tn^o very sufficibitt causes : 
corruption aud ignorance. The first disposes ^ innumerable 
miiltitude of people to a fellow-feeling, witn the prisoner. 
Under the shadow of his crimes thousands of fortunes have 
been made ; and therefore thousands of tongues are employed 
to justify the means by which these fortunes were made. 
When they cannot deny the facts, they attack the accusers ; 
they attack their conduct, they attack their persons, they 
attack their language, in every possible manner. I have said, 
my lords, that ignorance is the other cause of this calumny by 
wldch the House of Commons is assailed. Ignorance pro- 
duces a confusion of ideas concerning the decorum of life, by 
confounding the rules of private society with those of pub- 
lic function. To talk as we here talk, to persons in a mixed 
company of men and women, would violate the law of such 
societies ; because they meet for the sole purpose of social 
intercourse, and not for the exposure, the censure, the pun- 
ishment of crimes ; to all which things private societies are 
altogether incompetent. In them crimes can never be regu- 
larly stated, proved, or refuted. The law has therefore a^ 
pointed spreial places for such inquiries ; and if in any of 
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those pUoerf we were to applj the amoIlieDt langnago oI 
dnwmg-rooinB to the expoeare of great crimes, it wo^ Iw 
as fidse end Tidoiis m &ste and m monls, ^ to nse the 
cnmlnatoTT language of this haQ in drawmff and Asemhhng 
rooms womd be imsplaced and ndicnloiM, Ercrf one knoiri, 
that m common sooetj palhating names ore rttch to ncet. 
i^dnJtery m a ladj* is caJied gallanfay the gcnOeman s coin* 
monlj called a man of good fortune, soanethnes m French 
end sometimes in Engltan But is this the tone whidi woold 
become a ponon in a ooort of jostioe calling these people 
to an account for that horrible enme which destroys tbe 
basis of socie^ F Ko, my lords , tins is not tbe tone m such 
proceedings. Yonrlordshipsknowlhatitisnot, tbeCommooj 
uow that it IB not , and beeanse we hare sited on that 
knowledge, and atigmatued crimes with becoming indlgnsHon, 
we are said to be actuated rather bj rerenge th^ jurtwe 
If it should still be asked why wo show suffloent acrimooy 
to excite s snspiaou of bemg m sny munTw uxBueoced by 
msUoe or a deairo of rerenge, — to tint, my lords, I answer, 
because we would be thought to know our duty, and to hare 
all the w^rU know bow r^utdy we are reeolr^ to perlcra 
it inie Commons of Great Britain are not dtstKised to 
quarrel with the Ihrloe wisdom and goodness, which has 
moulded np reTengB*mto the freme and constitiition of man. 
He that rrtAitw xis what we are bM mwdft vs at oitte re* 
sentfed reasonable. Instinct tdls a tdwti that be ooght to 
rerenge an iqjury , reason tedls bim that b© ought not to bo 
a jud^ in his own canse. From that moment rerenge panes 
from tbe pnrato to tbe puhllo hand, hot m beii^ transfrned 
it IS fir from being extmguished. Uy lords, it is tnuufrrrcd 
as a sacred trust to bo exerdaed for the iiy^ared, in meofw 
and proportem, by pertous who, feeling as he feels, are ra a 
temper to reason bottcr than ho can reason- Eerenge b 
taken out of the hands of the original imaredpropnetoT,K^ 
it should bo carried boremd the bounds of moderntiofi aod 
justice. But, my lords, it ia in its tmnafer exposed to a 

danger of an opporito dewmrptfoo. Ite deiegaf e of remresDee* 

may not feel the wrong sufficiently i he be cold wo 
i languid m the perfomumco of hb sacred duty It is we 
tSSe rteaont that good men are taught to trcqjWo erro at 
tho fir«* emotions of anger and resentment for tM^rown par* 
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bnnung like tlie Tertal Are, rfjaite end etenud, uerer lufim 
ffmeroai •mptiiiT to grow eold in rnimtaming tHo nghti of 
the injareo, or in oanouDOM the aimet of the oppreaor P 

Mr lord*, the nuHUgOT for the Commons Wo been eetij. 
■ted Dy this pesDon; my lord*, th^ feel iti mfloence it tlm 
moment ; ind eo fkr from eofteoxing erther their meuures or 
their tooe^ they do here in the prwenoe of tboir Oreetor, cf 
tha Honse, end of the world, this solemn declint^ 
■nd noneopiite this delfbente row, — that th^ will errr glow 
with the meat detemiined and nnextingmihalile animocity 
■ganut tinranny, oppreeuon, and peculation in aH, hnt more 
partleola^ as praotked by thii man in lodmi that they 
nerer will relen^ but will pome and proaecute oim and 
till thOTeee oomipt pnde proctrate under tiie fedi of jusbee. 
We caQ upon your lordih^ to jom ni ; and we bare no 
donbt that yoa will fe^ the came sympethy that we feel, or 
(what I eannot peraoade my aonl to tKmV, or my mooth to 
utter) yon will be identlEea with the criminal wnoee amt* 
yon exeoae, and rolled with him in all the pcdluticm of Indian 
guilt £rcHn generation to ^enerabocL Let tho«e who fe^ with 
me npoa t^f( oooasion jom with me m tha tow ) if thry wiD 
sot, 1 hare it all to mndL 

It if not to doCnm ourselrea, that I bare addrewed tout 
lordah^ at ra(^ length on t>if« aubjecl Ko, my lortsi I 
hare what 1 conitdered neceesxry to instruct the pnhbe 
upon the pnnciples whi^ mdneed the House of Commons to 
p ers er ei e m this buamcM with a generous warmth and m 
the indignant langusffe whidh nature prompts, when great 
crimes are broug^ before men who feel ss they ought to fed 
upon such oeeasKms 

I now proceed, my lords, to the next recrimmstoiT charge, 
wU^ is dtiay I coofess I am not astonished at this ehsi]^ 
From the first records of human impotjanco down to the 
present time it has been compiamed ^t the march of nO' 
feaee and o pp re aa km is rapid ; but that the progress of reme* 
and rindiotire jmrtiee, eren the dirine, has almost always 
ftroured the sppeanmeo of being languid ini iluggtih- Bomo- t 
thing of this Is osring to the reiy nature and eonitituticn of 
human afihln ; beeanse as justie* Is a circumspect, 
scrutinising, pnndple, full of donbt eren of Itsell, 

■nd foirfol of wrong eren to tbo grestest wrong^df^ 
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in the nature of things its movements must be slow in com- 
parison with the headlong rapidity with which avarice, ambi- 
tion, and revenge pounce down upon the devoted prey of 
those violent aha destructive passions. And indeed, my lords, 
the disproportion between crime and justice, when seen in 
the particular acts of either, would be so much to the advan- 
tage of crimes and criminals that we should find it difficult 
to defend laws and tribunals (especially in great and arduous 
cases like this), if we did not look not to the immediate, not 
the retrospective, but to the provident operation of justice. 
Its chief "Operation is in its ttiture example; and this turns 
the balance, upon the total effect, in favour of vindictive jus- 
tice, and in some measure reconciles a pious and humble mind 
to this great fhysterious dispensation of the world. 

Upon the charge of delay in this particular cause, my lords, 
I'have ordy to say that the business before you is of immense 
magnitude. The prisoner himself says that all the acts of 
his, life are committed in it. With a due sense of this mag- 
nitude, we know that the investigation could not be short to 
us, nor short to your lordships ; but when we are called upon, 
as we have been daily, to sympathize with the prif oner in 
that delay, my lords, we must tell you that we have no sym- 
pathy with him. Eejecting as we have done *11 false, spuri- 
ous, and hypocritical virtues, we should* hold it to be the 
greatest of all crimes to bestow upon the oppressors that pity 
which belongs to the oppressed. The unhappy persons who 
are wronged, robbed, and despoiled, have no remedy but in 
the sympathies of mankind ; and when these sympathies are 
suffered to be debauched, when they are perversely carried 
from the victim to the oppressor, then we commit a robbery 
still greater than that which was committed by the criminal 
accused. 

My lords, we do think this process long, we lament it in 
every sense in which it ought to be lamented ; but we lament 
still more that the Begums have been so long without having 
a just punishment inflicted upon their spoiler. We lament 
^at Cheit Sing has %o long been a wanderer, while the man 
who drove him from his dominions is still unpunished. We 
are sorry that NobMssen has been cheated of his money for 
fourteen years, without obtaining redress. These are our 
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ithiea, my lonl*, ind thui rtplj to ttu jmi of tbe 


dy lorda, there are some m atte r uf fact in tiiii charge « 
delay, trhich I mi 2 »t beg tout lon^ip* w31 look into. On 
the 10th of February, 1789, thepnaonerproeentedapetiUoii 
to your lordihipe, m which he ftatee, after many other cofo- 
pkmta, that a greet number of hii witneeaea wen obliged to 
go to India, by which be baa lost the benefit of their tech* 
mony; and that a ffreat number of your lor^hipa’ body were 
dead, by win^ be baa lost tbe ben^t of tbeir mdgmoit. 

Afl to the band of Qod, tboucb aome memtert of your 
Hoom may hare departed Uua hm lince the commencesnent 
of this tnal, yet the body alwaya remauu esbrou IThe ^ 
denee before you le tbe aune { and therefore there ia no m* 
•on to p r eaame that your final indgment will be affected by 
theae afflicting diapenaabona of ProTidemce, ‘Withrtgardto 
hm witnetsea, 1 muat beg to remind yourlardclDpvof ooeez* 
traordioary Stet Thiapriaoner bat aent to India, obtamed, 
not testimomei, buttestunoniala to bii generalgW beharioor 
He baa nerer coco appbed, by CDEammkm or otberwiaer 
falcfy one fact out u diarged upon bum 2^0, my 
lord*, not one ) tberefoie that part of bia petitmo wUebitate* 
the injury hop baa recent from the Oomrooni of Grt** 
Bntaip 11 totally tilae and grcaxndlen ; for if be bad mj 
witneaiea to examine, be would not bare faflod to eiatmhe 
them. If be had aikad for ■ eoTnmMcn to recein tbw 
depoeitiana, a commlaaion would ban been granted; H with- 
out a comtDiaoiaa, be bad brought affidariti to &ctt, orreg^ 
lar recorded te a t u nooy, the Commoniof Gnat Britain wotuQ 
noTor bare rejected audb endenca, eren though tbox 
not have croW-exammed it _ 

Another complaint ia, that many of bia witne*»« 
obliged to lea re England before be could make uao w 
eTufence, Jly lorda, no delay ia the trial baa prorenw m® 
from produemg any endence, for we were willing that any 
eff hm witneeaea ahould bo examined at any time 
Tenicnt to himaelC If many pei a ou a •connected wilb ^ 
meaaurea are gone to Tndia, daring the eourae of bn tiw, 
many othera hare returned to England. Hr. IaAub 
tamed wai the prboner willing to examine bjen f I *“ 
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it was nothing but downright shame, and the presumptions 
which he knew would be drawn against him, if ho did not 
call this witness, which fuinlly induced him to make use of 
his evideflcc.’ "We examined Mr. Larkins, mv lords ; we ex- 
amined all the prisoner’s \Yitnesscs ; 3 ’our lordships have their 
testimony ; and down to this very hour lie has not put his 
hand upon any one whom he thought a proper and essential 
witness to the facts, or to an)' part of the enuse, whoso ex- 
amination has been denied him ; nor has he even stated that 
any man, if brought here, would prove such and such points. 
Ko ; not one word to this eftect has ever been stated by the 
prisoner. 

There is, my lords, another case, which was noticed by my 
honourable le'llow-managcr yesterday', hlr. Belli, the confi- 
dential secretary of the prisoner, was agent and contractor for 
stores ; and this raised a suspicion that the contracts were 
held by him for the prisoner’s advantage, hir. Belli was here 
during the whole time of the trial, and six weeks after we 
had closed our evidence. We had then no longer the arrange- 
ment of the order of witnesses, and he might have called 
whom he pleased. With the full knowledge of thc:?e circum- 
stances, that witness did he suffer to depart for India, if he 
did not even encourage his departure. This,*my' lords, is the 
kind of damage which he has suflcreci by the want of wit- 
nesses, through the protraction of this trial. 

But the great and serious evil which he comjdains of, as 
being occasioned by' our delay', is of so extraordinary a 
nature, that I must request your lordships to examipe it with 
extraordinary strictness and attention. In the petition e ore 
your lordships the prisoner asserts, that ho was under le 
necessity, through Ins council and sobcitors, of co ec n^ 
and collatinc^ from the voluminous records of the Company 
the whole hmtory of his public life, in order to form a ^m- 
plete defence to everyallegation which the Honourable House 
. of Commons had preferred against him ; and a , 
expended upwards of thirty thousand pounds in prepa g 
• materids of his defence.” , ^ r 

It is evident, my lords, ^ of -n-hicb*’ 

£30,000 is not properly connected wit _ e X 2 
he climplains; for be states that he to iS 

merely ii^collecting and collating ma , P 
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' defisDce before toot lordaUps, If thu Trere tme, and pro 
lordships were to admit tbe amoimt as a role and esthcite 
by which tbe aggregate of hia Iocs ocnild bo tsoertalMdi the 
application of the lue of three to the sum and tiftie 
would bring out an enormous enpenditnTe in the long perioo 
which has elapsed imce tbe oommenceiDent of tbe trial { so 
enormouA, that if tiiis monstrous load of oppr esri on has been 
laid upon Hm by the delay of tbe Oomtoons, I belisTe no 
man bring can sbrnd up in our justification. But, tny lords, 
I am to t^ your lordshipt some facts, into which, we trust, 
jrott will inqi^re j for this bnsincas is not in our hands, nor 
can wo Isy It as a charge before you. Tour own journals 
hare recorded tbe document in which tbe pnsoQflr complains 
bitterly of tbe House of Oommons, and indeed Si tbe whole 
Judicatore of tbe country; a ooiz^dsint which yucr lordships 
win do well to 

'When we first came to a knowledge of thii petitioa, whidi 
was not tm some time after it was pneented, I hsnpened to 
hare eonrerastian with a noble lord, I know not wnethcr he 
be m hii place in tbe House or ncrt ; but I think I sjb not 
inwnlsr n*maitiaoiiig hit name. When I nentioo Lord 
Suiluilk I name a peer whom hcourar, justiee, Tuneity, and 
erery rirtue that distmguiahes the ™n snd tbo peer wtmld 
dsim for their own.* My Isnrd Suffolk told me, that, in a 
oonTersation with the late Lord I>oTer, who brought tbe 
priaoner’s petition into your House, he could not refram from 
«T j «r H — i ng bis aitouishment at that part of the petition which 
msM to the expense Mr. Hastings had been at ; and psr> 
tkfulirly as a complaint had been made in the House of the 
enormous expense of the prosec u tion, which st that time had 
only amounted to £14,000, although tbe expense of the prch 
secutar is g en erally greater than tnat of to defendant, ^ 
public proceediiOT more expensire than prirste ones. 1^“ 
Dorer add thstbefore be presented tjie petition be h ad int 
exa^y in the same manoort but that Mr, Hastings assured 
hhmjhat £0000 had been to copyioc derks m 
d^Hoose, and that firam this circumstance bo might * 
of the otW eroenset. Lord Dorcr was satisfied with to 
'sssuraacoj and presented the petition, which otherwise be 
sbonH hare declined to do, on account of the apR^ieut 
mhy of to allegatloa it contained. At to tiroe ^hea Jiwa 
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Suffolk informed mo of these particulars (with a good deal 
of surprise and astonishment), 1 had not leisure to go do\vn 
to the India House in order to make inquiries concerning 
them ; but I Afterwards asked the secretary, Mr. Hudson, to 
whom tee had given a handsome reward, what sums he had 
received from Sir. Hastings, for his sernces upon this occa- 
sion ; and the answer was, “ Not one shilling 1 ” Not one shil- 
ling had Mr. Hudson received from Mr. Hastings. The clerks 
of the Company informed us, that the court of directors had 
ordered that every paper which Mr. Hastings wanted should 
he copied for him gratuitously ; and that if any additional 
clerks were wanting for the effectual execution of his ivishes 
the expense would bo defrayed by the directors. Hearing 
this account^ I next inquired, what expedition-money might 
have been given to the clerks, for we know something of this 
kind is usually done. In reply to this question, Mr. Hudson 
told me, that at various times they had received in little drib- 
lets to the amount of £95, or thereabouts. In this way the 
account stood when I made this inquiry, which was at least 
half a year after the petition had been presented to your lord 
ships. Thus the whole story of the £GOOO wa» absolutely 
false. At that time there was not one word of truth in it, 
whatever be the amount of the sums which ht? has paid since. 
Tour lordships "will now judge whether you have been abused 
by false allegations or not ; allegations which could scarcely 
admit of being true, and which upon the best inquiry I found 
absolutely false : and I appeal to the testimony of the noble 
lord,' who is now living, Mr the truth of the account he re- 
ceived from the worthy and respectable peer whose loss the 
nation has to bewail. 

There are many other circumstances of fraud and false- 
hood attending this petition (we must call things by their ^ 
proper names, my lords), — ^there are, I say, many circum- 
stances of fraud and falsehood. We know it to have been 
impossible at the time of presenting this petition that this 
man should have expended £30,000 in the preparation of 
^materials for his defence, and your lordships’ justice together 
with the credit of the Hoiise of Commons are concerned in 
the discovery of the truth. There is, indeed, an ambiguous ’ 
word in the^petition. He asserts, that le is engaged for the 
payment of that sum. We “sk- of the JndiA 
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House ■vrtetlier bo h*d gtren tbmn any bond, Bocuritj 
or promi*o of pajment , thcf asstiped tu that he had noti 
thoT will be ready to the same tsco^uice to jour 

loraihip*, when you come to inqmre mto tlflj matter, 
•which before you ^ve judgmeot we decre and «‘3w'm that 
you will do. All la ooncailment and m yst er y on the tide 
of the pnaooer , all la open and direct with ui, "Wo are de- 
nroua that ererj^hing which la concealed may be brought to 
light 

In contmdictioQ then to Ihia charro of oppreaion and of 
an attempt to rum his fortune, your tordahipa will see, that 
at the tnne when be made thia charge he had not be^ in 
fiiet nor wai ibr a long time after, one ahlUmg qat of pocket 
Bat soma other penwn had beeome aecunty to his attornCT 
for ham — "What then ere we to think of tteae men of bust 
neas, of these friendi of Mr Boatingi, who, when be is poa- 
eeasM of nothing, ere contented to become responsible for 
£80,000 P nVoa It £30,000 out of the BoDock OontractiP) 
— responsibla, I say, for this sum, in order to maintain thia 
emt prenoos to its actual oommenceaent j and who coaae* 
quent^ mist be so enga^ for erery articlo of expense that 
w fbuowed fram that tune to thli. 

Tbue much lie h^re thought it neceaaary to s^ upon this 
part of the reennunatory chaig© of delay 'With respect to 
the delay in general, we oro at present under an account to 
our constituenU upon that subject. To them we shall gire 
it "Wo shall not giro any fhrtbor account of it to your lord' 
shipi ; the means bakrag to ua aa well u to you of remonng 
these charges. Tour lordahipa may inquire upon oath, as we 
bare done in our committee, into all the circumstances of 
these allegntioDS j I hope your lordahipa will do so, and will 
gir© the fSi mm cmi an opportunity of attending and aaiistbg 
at this most momentous and important inquiry 

The next roerfamnatory ehaigo made upon us by the prv 
U, that merdy to throw an odium upon him wo rare 
brought forward a great deal of nrolcrynt matter (whlch^ 
c^u not bo proved regularly in the course of eiammatum st 
ynnr lar^ ; and yiartlcularly in the opening speech which I 
* bad the hemour of making on the subject 

Tour lordships know Terr weD, that we stated te ^ 
charge that great abuses had prorofled in Indh^ that tba 
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Company had entered into covenants with their servants re- 
spectmg those abuses ; that an act of parliament was made 
to prevent thei^ recurrence, and that Mr. Hastings still con- 
tinued in thhir practice. How, my lords, having stated this, 
nothing could he more regular, more proper, and more perti- 
nent, than for us to jiistuy both the covenants required by 
the Company and the act made to prevent the abuses which 
existed in India. "VVe therefore went through those abuses ; 
we stated them, and were ready to prove every material word 
and article in them. "Whether they were personally relevant 
or irrelevant to the prisoner, we cared nothing. We were to 
make out from the records of the House (which records I 
can produce xjhenever I am called upon for them) all these 
articles of abuse and grievance : and we have stated these 
abuses' as the grounds of the Company’s provisional cove- 
nants with its servants, and of the act of parliament. We 
have stated them under two heads, violence and corruption ; 
for these crimes wiU be found, my lords, in almost every 
transaction with the native powers ; and the prisoner is di- 
rectly or indirectly involved in every part of them. If it be 
still objected that these crimes are irrelevant to charge, 
we answer, that we did not introduce them as matter of 
charge. We say they were not irrelevant to the proof of the 
preamble of our charge, which preamble is perfectly relevant 
in all its parts. That the matters stated in it are perfectly 
true, we vouch the House of Commons, we vouch the very 
persons themselves who were concerned in the transaction. 
When Arabic authors are quoted, and Oriental tales told 
about flashes of lightning and three seals, we quote the very 
parties themselves giving this account of their own conduct 
to a committee of the House of Commons. 

Tour lordships will remember, that a most reverend pre- 
late, who cannot be named without every mark of respect 
and attention, conveyed a petition to your lordships, from a 
gentleman concerned in one of those narratives. Upon your 
lordships’ table thaf petition stiU lies. For the production 
♦of this narrative we are not answerable to this House ; your 
lordships could not make us answerable to him ; but we are 
answerable to our ovra House, we are answerable to our own ’ 
honour, we ®re answerable to all the Commons of Great Bri- 
tain, for whatever we have asserted in their name. Accord 
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my own iiiterostj'* clioosc toa\tiil inYFt*lf rulcP nnd or* 

dcrs of this House, nnd 1 will not miilcr yon to enter \tpon 
that examination. 

My lor^Js, wc admit von arc the interi)rt’ters of yo\ir own 
rules and orders. 'Wo likewise admit that our own lu'uour 
may be affected bv- the character of the evidence which we 
produce to you. 'But, my lords, they who withhold their 
defence, wlio suffer themse"lve.«, as they s.ny, to he ei judly cri- 
minated by unjust accusation, nnd vet will not permit the 
evidence of their guilt or innocence to he produced, are i hem- 
selves the causes of the irrelevancy of all these mutters. .It 
cannot justly be charged on us; for we have mnim tdlend 
any matter here which wo did not declare our rendinei s vipon 
the spot to ^irove. Your lordships did not think fit to re- 
ceive tliat proof. A\'c do n(ii now censure your lurdshijis for 
your determination; that is not the husiucss of this day, 
\Ye refer to your detenniimtion for the purpose of showing 
the falsehood of the impulatitm which tlie prisoner has cast 
upon us, of liavlug opprcs.'-cd him by delay and irrelevant 
matter. Wo refer to it in order to show that the ojiprcssiou 
rests with himself; that it is all his own, • , 

AVell, but !Mr. Ilnbtings complained also to the i louse of 
Commons. Has he pursued the complaint*!' Mo, he lias 
not; aud yet this prisoner and these gefttlemen, his learned 
counsel, have dared to reiterate their complaints of tis at 
your lordships’ bar; while we have nlwaya been, and still 
are, ready to prove both tlic atrocious n.ature of the facts 
aud that they are rcfcrrihlc to the prisoner at vour b.nr. 'i’o 
this, as I have said before, the prisoner has oLjccttrd, Tliia 
we are not permitted to do by your lordfibips : and thcrefori*, 
watbout presuming to blame your determination, 1 repent 
that we throw the blame directly ujion himsedf, when be 
complains that bis private cbnractcr suHbrs without the means 
of defence, since he objects to tbe use of means of defence 
which are at bis disposal. 

Hamg gone through this part of tho prisoner’s rccrimina- 
j p I 8hall«close my observations on bis demeanour, 
na deter my remarks on his complaint of our ingratitude 
nnm wo come to consider his set-off of serviccB, 

T for your lordships’ consideration is tho 

prmcipie of The prisoner’s defence. And here wo must o^' 

'OL. vu f 2 1 
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•erre, tliat wtlier confemon or connctian w® tn po*- 
msed of the &cta, and perfectly agreed npon the matter at 
fuue bet*-e«n na. In tahme a tic*- of the laTra by Thlch 
yon are to jndge, I ibaE beg uaTB to itate to y/m upon what 
pnnaplea ra law the Hoitee of Commona has cnmulated him, 
and njpon what pimoipleB of law or pretend^ law be Jnstr* 
fiee himaelf ; for tbeae are the mattera at imne between ns : 
the toattera of &ct, aa 1 hare jnrt said, bemg detonidned 
either by eonfe«icm on hia part or hy proof on onra. 

My lordi, we admowldd^ that Mr Haitingi wu inrested 
with discretionary power, bat we anert that be was bon^ 
to uM that power according to the catahhabed mlev of po> 
litical moralny, hnmam^, and emn^ In all qneetkms 
roUtme to foreign power*, he waa Donnd to ac/ under the 
law or nature and under the law of nations, as it is re* 
cognised by the wieeat authontiea m pnbhe jansprodence. 
in hia relation to thu connti 7 be waa oonnd to act accord* 
ing to the lawa and etatntea of Greet Bntam, either m 
tlw letter or m their nmt{ and we alhrm that in his 
relation to the people of India he was bound to act ac- 
cording to ^be largest and most Uhml eoostruetion of thcar 
laws, rigota, uaagea, mstitationa, and good customs i and 
we forthmocirc^ assert that bo was undeo’ an eipreaa ohliga' 
turn to yield imphcil obodieneo to the court of dirwloTi. It 
IS upon these rulca and principles the Commons contend that 
Sir Hastmga ought to haTo regulated his gorernment j and 
not ouly Mr IXaStings, but all other ccrTcmora. It is upon 
these rules that he Is respoosible, andnpon theso roles, and 
these rules only, your loniships arc to judge. 

JIt lords, long before the committee had lesolTcd upon 
tbia Impeocument, we had como as 1 hare told your lord 
ahips, to forty Ato resolotions, crery one cnmmatoir of this 
man, ercry ono of them bottomed upon the principles which 

1 haro stated. "We norer will, nor can wo abandon them j 
and we tborefoee do not soppHcate your lordships upon this 
head, but claim and demand of n^t that you will Judge 
liim upon those principles and upon no oiber If once thiy 
are er^ed, you can nare no rulo for your judgment hut* 

< >our caprices and partialities. 

llarW thus stated the pnnaples upon whldi the Co^ 

2 ^DDs Wd him and all g o r a hon responsible, am) opon wkics 
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we have grounded our impeachment, and which must bo the 
irrounds of 3mur judgment (and your lordships will not 
suffer any other ground to be mentioned to you), wo will 
now tell 3wuVhat are the grounds of his defence. 

He first asserts that he Avas possessed of an arbitrary and 
despotic power, restrained by no laws but his own will. Ho 
next says, that “the rights of the people he governed in 
India are nothing, and that the rights of the government are 
everything.” The people, he asserts, have no liberty, no 
laws, no inheritance, no fixed property, no descendable estate, 
no_ subordinations in society, no sense of honour or of 
shame ; and that they are only affected by punishment so 
far as punishment is a corporal infliction ; being totally insens- 
ible ot any flifference between the punishment of man and 
beast. These are the principles of his Indian goveniment, 
which Mr. Hastings has avowed in their full extent. Wlicn- 
. ever precedents are required, he cites and follows the exam- 
ple of avowed bju^nts, of AliYerdi Klihn, Cossim Ali Ithhn, 
and Sujah Dowlah. AVith an avowal of these principles he 
was pleased first to entertain the House of Commons, the ac- 
tive asserters aud conservators of the rights, liberticfi, and laws 
of his country ; and then to insist upon them more largely 
and in a fuller detail before this awful tribtinnl, the passive 
judicial consen'ator of the same greaf interests, lie has 
brought out these blasphemous doctrines in this great temple 
of justice, consecrated to law and equity for a long series ot 
ages. Ho has brought them forth in Westminster Hall, in 
presence of all the judges of the land, who are to execute the 
law, and of the House of Lords, who are bound as its guard- 
ians not to suffer the words “arbitrary power” to be men- 
tioned before them. Eor I am not again to tell your lordships 
that arbitrary power is treason in the law ; that to mention it ^ 
with law is to commit a contradiction in terms. They cannot ^ 
exist in concert ; the^'- cannot hold together for a moment. 

Let us now hear what the prisoner says, “ The sovereignty 
which tliey [the sopbahdars, or Auceroys of the Mogul empire] 

» assumed, it fell to my lot, ver}'- xmexpectedly, to exert ; and 
whether or not such poAver, or powers of that nature, Avere 
delegated to me by any provisions of any act of parliament, 

I confess myself too little of a laAiyer to pronounce. I ordy 
know, tha) the acceptance of the sovereignty of Benares, 
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a not adawTwIodged or admitted by any act of pcrf a. 
ment, and yet, by th© particular interferonco of the mayonty 
of the councal, the Oompanr la cloarfy and w^ivnutsbij 
•ftttd of that BOToreign^ If, therefore, the d 

Benarea, u coded to w by the mier, bare oajr kW* 
•aar annaied to it (and be not a mere emp^ word withont 
meaning), tboae rl^ta muat bo mch as are held, conste* 
nanced, and estahlulied by the Uw, onitom, and uaam of the 
Mogul empire, and not by the proTBriona of any Bntbh act 
of parliament hitherto onact^ Tkou ryl/?, a^ none 
other, 1 hare been the mrolontary inetnunent of anfpiv np ^ 
And if any future act of parhamcnt ■hall poritircly, or 
by impheatioii, tend to aonlh^te thoae reiy nghti, or their 
exerti^ aa X hare exerted them, 1 mnoh leBt that the 
boaated aoTercogn^ of Brnarea, which waa held op ai as 
acqumtion ahn^ obtruded on the Company agiisatmonv> 
sent and omoum (for I acknoirted^ that eron then 1 fore- . 
aaw many dcffioaltiea and m o on remencefl in lU future eiei^ 
on) t I fear, 1 ear, that thia aoreroignty will b« found a 
bardeo 2 JiMt«ad of oeaoSt, a beary dog ntber *h«n « pre' 
cioui gem^iU present poaamon , X mean, unleta the whole 
of oar tomtory m that quarter shah bo rotted and made an 
uniform comp^ body by ooe gmnd and systemabo amnj^ 
ment} vnoh an amu^^ent a« Khpll do away all the mis' 
duefa, doubts, and inconrenifineea (both to the gorerocn 
and the goreniod) ansisc from the TimB^ of tmurta, nght*, 
and claima m all caaet oi landed property and feudal raii*' 
diction in India, from the mfonuabty, inrahihty, and initi- 
biUty of all engagement! in ao dinded and uniettled a rtate 
of aoaety j and from the nnaroidahle anarchy and conft** 
aira of different lawi, relJgioni, and prqudlec*, moral, orih 
and political, all jumbled together in ono unnatural and 
dlfcordant mass. Bvoty part of Uindoetan hM been con* 
■tantlr exposed to tbeee end aimflar diedrsutafres erer rioco 
the Mahomedon conquest*. The Hindoos, who nerer m* 
corporated with their conquerora, were hept In order cadf 
}>y ibi jdmi^ hand of ymwer The conltanl Dcce**i^ a* • 
annQar cxertUm# would increaie at once their energy aad 
'extent, so that rebellion itscU la tho parent and proaotcr o< 
dttpofuit, Sormngnty m India implies nothlnf^ cbe. 1^ 

I know not how w© can form an e*tuailo of H* 
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from its visible effects, and those are everywhere tho same 
from Cabool to. Assam. The whole history of Asia is no- 
thing more ^han precedents to prove the invariable exercise of 
arbifrary power. To all this I strongly alluded in the mi- 
nutes I delivered in council, when the treaty with the new 
vmer was on foot in 1776 ; and I wished to make Cheit 
Sing independent, because in India dependence included a 
thousand evils, many of which I enumerated at that time, 
and they are entered in the ninth clause of the first section 
of this charge. I knew the powers with which an Indian 
sovereignty is armed, and the dangers to which tributaries 
are exposed. I knew, that, from the history of Asia, and 
froin the y^ry nature of mankind, the subjects of a despotic 
empire are always vigilant for the moment to rebel, and the 
sovereign is ever jealous of rebellious intentions. A zemin- 
dar is an Indian subject, and as such exposed to the common 
lot of his feUows. The mean and depraved state of a mere 
zemindar is therefore this very dependence above-mentioned 
on a despotic government, tins very proneness to shake off 
his allegiance, and this very exposure to continual danger 
from his sovereign’s jealousy, which are consentient on the 
political state of Hindostanic governments, Bulwant Sing, 
if he had been, and Cheit Sing, as long as 'he was, a zemin- 
dar, stood exactly in this mean and depraved state by the 
constitution of his country. I did not make it for him, but 
would have secured him from it. Those who made him a 
zemindar, entailed upon him the consequences of so mean 
and depraved a tenure. Ally Verdy Khfin and Cossim Ally 
fined all their zemindars on the necessities of war, and on 
every pretence either of court necessity or court extrava- 
gance.” 

I beseech your lordships seriously to look upon the whole t 
nature of the principles upon which the prisoner defends ^ 
himself. He appeals to the custom and usage of the MogiU 
empire ; and the constitution of that empire is, he says, arbi- 
trary power. .H(f says that he does not know whether any 
act of parliament bound him not to exercise this arbitrary 
power ; and that if any such act should in future be made, 
it would be mischievous and ruinous to om empire in India. 
Thus he hiJs at once repealed all preceding acts ; he has an- . 
uUed bj^prospect every future act you can make; and it is 
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not m tlie power of the parfnunent of Greet Britain, without 
mlrang the enmi^ to hxndat hii en g- o iB ing thii deep^ an* 
thoritr. AH Alia is him diafitmchiaed at ajrtroke. lU 
inhabitant* haro no r^ta, no law*, no Hbertiei j tbrir itate 
IS mean and deprarod; they ipOT oe fined ftr any pnrpoae 
of conrt «at»T*pnce or prodigality ; or aa Cheit Stag was 
fined br him, not only tqwn ey ej y war, but npon ereiy pre- 
tence ot war. 

(Ibia n the account hegrreaof hia power and of the people 
fiilg’ect to the Britiah goremmant in India, 'We deny that 
the act of parliament gars him any inch power ( we deny that 
the India Company gare him any such power, or tittt they 
had emr any aai^ power to ghe. VTt ertn denj. t^t thcnj 
exiat* in all the human race a power to make the gore ra tntnt 
of any itata dependent upon indmdual will t we dJackln), 
we T^eot all each doctrines with ditdain and indigDation: 
and we hare broogbt tb«a np to your lordahipa tow tried 
at TOOT bar. 

\Vhat mojit be the eondition of tbe people of India, go> 
Temed, u hare been, by pereona who maintain tbcw 
prineipla* ^ mariroa of go y era m e nt and sot a* oceaKoaal 
aeristtCDM cao*o^ by the irregoLff wili of man t prindplet by 
whidj tbe whole tyat^ of lodctr ia to be controUed j no* 
by law, resaon. or juatioa, but by toe will of one man f 
Your lordahipi will ranark, tW not only the whole of the 
lawijrirfitB, ana u»agea,bat reiy bdog of.the people, arc 
expoiaed to rain ; for Hr. .FDiatipg* aay* tut the peopu mar 
bo fined, that they may be exilea, that they may be impri' 
aoned, and that eren their Urea are dependent upon tbe mem 
will of their foreogn muter t and tw be, the CompanT'i 
Goremor, eie rciae d that will onder the authority of tnia 
country. Bemark, my lord*, bU u)pli«tion of th'ia doctrine. 

♦ 1 would, ho BUS, hare kept Cheit oing from the conacqoetww 
of thli dependeDce, by making him independent, and not in 
any manner aubjecting him to our florerpmept. The 
mast be came into s state of depermme* upon tbe Britbh ^ 
goremment, all tbeee eril* attaebed upon hinu It l«, he 
rtddf, dingrceable to me to ciert meb powers hot I know 
they must be eiorte^ and I declare there ia no aeettrity fnw 
thii arbitrary power, bot by haring nothing to 4o wUb the 
Britiah goremment. * 
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^ My lorda, the House of Commons has already weJ con- 
Bidered -what may be our future moral and political condition 
when th^ parsons who come from that school of pride, inso- 
lence, corruption, and tyranny, are more intimately mixed up 
with us of purer morals. Nothing hut contamination can be 
the result, nothing but corruption can exist in this country, 
unless we expunge this doctiine out of the very hearts and 
souls of the people. It is not to the gang of plunderers and 
robbers, of which I say this man is at the head, that we are 
only, or indeed principally, to look. Every man in Great 
Britain will be contaminated and must be corrupted, if you 
let loose among us whole legions of men, generation after 
generatioUj'itainted with these abominable vices, and avowing 
these detestable principles. It is therefore to preserve the 
integrity and honour of the Commons of Great Britain that 
we have brought this man to your lordships’ bar. 

When these matters were hrst explained to your lordships, 
and strongly enforced by abilities greater than I can exert, 
there was something like compunction shown by the prisoner: 
but he took the most strange mode to cover his guilt. Hpon 
the cross-examination of Major Scott he discoA^^ed all the 
engines of this Indian corruption. Mr. Hastings got that 
witness to swear, that this defence o£ his, from which the 
passages I have read to your lordships are extracted, was not 
his, but that it w^as the work of his whole council, composed 
of Mir. Middleton, Mr Shore, Mr. Halhed, Mr. Baber, the 
whole body of his Indian cabinet council •, — that this was 
their work and not his ; and that he disclaimed it, and there- 
fore that it would be Avrong to press it upon him. Good 
God ! my lords, what shall we say in this stage of the bu’si- 
ness ? The prisoner put in an elaborate defence, he now 
disdairas that defence. He told us that it was of his own > 
writing, that he had been able to compose it in five days, , 
and he now gets five persons to contradict his own assertions, 
and to disprove on oath his most solemn declarations. 

My lords, this /business appears still more alarming, when 
we find not only^Mn. Hastings, but his whole council, en- 
gaged in it. I pray your lordships to observe, that 
Halhed, a person concerned with Mfr. Hastings in compilmg 
a code of ^ntoo laws, is now found to be one of the persons , 
to whomlihiB very defence is attributed, w'hich contemns such 
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det«*tabl6 md abommiblo doctnnea. Bat tn -re to ccuJtkr 
the ccntenti of thu pepcr as the defence of the pmoDer, or 
oot P 'Will BUT one eay, that -when an entire^ ii nroni to 
in Ohancery, •when an answer a giren twro to an*unpe«h. 
ment of the Comroona, or when a plea k made to an Bhiict- 
ment, that it la drawn by tbe defendant’s eonnael, tad tbere- 
foro IS not his f Did wo not all hear him read thn defence 
m part at our bar, did wenot ee« bun band it to ha secretary 
to osTO it read by ha ton, did he not then hear it road from 
end to end \ did not be himwlf desire it to be printed (for it 
•Was no act of onri), and did be not inpenntend and rense 
the prtn, and has any breath bat ba own breathed upon it P 
No, my lords, the whole composition is ha bj^writmg or 
adoption, and nerer till he found it pressed him in tha 
House, nerer till your lordsh^ beow to entortsm the 
same abhorrenoe of It that we did, did M dlscdum it. 

Snt mark anothecr sts^ of the prope^tiem of these hom* 
hie pimdples After hsnng grounoed upon them the de- 
fence of ha eondoct sgiinst oor duorge, ana after be bad got 
a person to forswear them for him, and to prore him to haro 
told CsUeh$d^ of the grocsert kind to tbe House of Com- 
mons, be again adberee to this defence Tbe dctt retnnrd 
to ha Tomit Alter hanog tomited oat ha rile, buious staff 
of arbitraiy power, and afterwards dmied it to be bu, be 
gets h 0 counsel m this place to resort to the loathsome mro 
again. They bare thought proper, my lords, to enter into 
an extended senes of quotations frew books of traTellm, fur 
the purpoeo of sherwing that despotism was tbe only pnndple 
of government admoidedged in India i that tbe pe<^® hire 
no" laws, no rights, no pro per t y moreoble or imnwreable, no 
distinction of noka. nor ant sense of disgrace. After otmg 
a long line of trardien to this effect, they quote 3rontr^a« 

I as asserting the some facts, declaring that the people of Inda 
bad no sense of bonoar, ijul were only sensible of tho whip 
as ffcr as it produced corporal pom. They then proceed to 
state, that it was a goremmeot of maniles produclire of m ^ 
bappinet* lu tho penile, and that it so contiooed until laV 
Xerted by tho free goremment of BnUin, namely, 

Temment that Mr Hastings describes as banng himsdf 
•xerctsed tbere. , 

My lords, if tbe pnt<mer can succeed m penoadifig »» tw 
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tliese people Lave no laws, no rights, not even the common 
sentiments and feelings of men, he hopes yoiu’ interest in 
them will Jae considerably lessened. He would persuade you 
that their sufferings are much assuaged by their being no- 
thing new ; and that having no right to property, to liberty, 
to honour, or to life, they must he more pleased vith the 
little that is left to them, than grieved for the much that has 
been ranshed from them, by his cruelty and his avarice. 
This inference makes it very necessary for me, before I pro- 
ceed further, to make a few remarks upon this part of the 
prisoner’s conduct, which your lordships must have already 
felt with astouishment, perhaps with indignation. This man, 
who passed*twenty-five years in India, who was fourteen 
years at the head of his government, master of all the offices, 
master of all the registers and records, • master of all the 
laAvyers and priests of all this empire, from the highest to 
the lowest, instead of producing to you the fruits of so many 
jmaro’ local and official knowledge upon that subject, has 
called out a long line of the rabble of travellers, to inform 
jmu concerning the objects of his own governn^ent. That 
his learned counsel should be ignorant of those tSings is a 
matter of course. That, if left to himself, |he person who 
has produced all this stuff should, in pursuit of his darling 
arbifrary power, ' wander without a guide, or with false 
guides, is quite natural. But your lordships must have heard 
with astonishment, that, upon points of law relative to the 
tenure of lands, instead of producing any law document or 
authority on the usages and local customs of the country, he 
has referred to officers in the army, colonels of artillery and 
engineers, to young gentlemen just come from school, no’t 
above three or four years in the country. Q-ood G-od 1 would 
not one rather have expected to hear him put all these travel- 
lers to shame by the authority of a man who bad resided so 
long in the supreme situation of government ; to set aside all 
these wild, loose, casual, and silly observations of travellers 
and theorists ? On the contrary, as if he was ignorant of 
’everything, as if he knew nothing of India, as if he had dropt 
from the clouds, he cites the observations of every stranger -> 
who had been hurried in a palanquin through the country, 
capable or ihcapable of observation, to prove to you the na- > 
ture of the'^government and of the power he had to exercise. 


iW) IS TO* iMiBinnczj* or 

My lords, tie CommoM of Gr<*t Bnttfa ire not dipwd 
to retort to ti» ricbealons reUtioM of troTcDm, or tTtC 
wild syrtena wiucli ingenious mon hAro thoajht^proper to 
build on their imtlion^ , we will t*ke anotber too^ We 
win undcrt e J re to prore the direct contrary of hia aaaertvna 
in erery point and particolar We undertake to do tlua, be- 
cnnse tout lordahipt know, and becanae the uurld kaowa, 
that ti you go mto * ooontiy wbeo© yon tappoae nwin to be 
in a aerrile etate j where, the despot excepted, there u no 
one penon who can lift up boa heed ahore another; where 
all are a set of rile, miseraole ilatoa, proetnte and coefenm^ 
ed in a oommen semtude, hanng no descendable lands, no 
mhentanee, nothing that makes feel prtnsd of himself, 
or that gires him henoor and diatanchon with othm r— tin 
aHect degndatkm will take &om you that kind of sympeih/ 
which naturally attochea you to men feelmg like yeorKlfr# 
to men who hare hereditary dignltica to rapport and lands of 
inhontance to mamtain^ aa you pern bare ; ton win, I s^, 
no longer hare that feeling whkm yon ought {o hare for tSe 
iv^krma a people, wbcm yxm ruppow to he habituated to 
thetr nmenngi and Ihmiliar with degradatlou. 

This makes rt absolately necettarr for me to refhte emy 
one of these miareptesentatioua ; and whilst I am cudesrtnr* 
rag to establish the rights of these people m order to show in 
what manner and dwree they hate been rkdaled, I tru't 
that your lordships wul not think that the time is lost ; cer- 
tainly I do hot think that my labour will be misfpent in en- 
deaTOunng to bnug these matters fuDy before you. 

, In defenniniog to treat this subject at length, I sm sho 
influenced by a strong sense of tbe rrils that hare stlendrd 
th« TjTopagatiou of 3>ese w0d, crocndlffs, and penuc^ 

optaWi. A young goes toJndja before he knowsmuch 

of bis own country ; but bo chenshes In his breast, as I hope 
erery pmo will, a just and laodabls pertiaLty for tbe laws. 
Kbertlea, nghts, and Instltutioua of bn own nation; «e al* 
do thit,anQ forbid wo should not 'prefer our own to, 
erery other country in tbe world; hut if wo go to Iiw*a 
' with an idm of the mean, dr^rroded tfilo of tbe people IW» 
wo are to gorern, and especially If we go with Dapr^ 
aioos at an immature a^, wo know that, aecor^off ** «" 
ordinary eourae of human nature, wo shall not treat persot 
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well wlioin we have leamt to despise. We know that people 
whom we suppose to have neither laws nor rights will not he * 
treated hjf ua as a people who have laws and rights. This 
error, therefore, for our sake, for your sake, for the sake of 
the Indian public, and for the sake of all those who shall 
hereafter go in any station to India, I think it necessaiy to 
disprove in every point. 

I mean to prove the direct contrary of everything that has 
been said on this subject by the prisoner’s counsel, or by 
himself. I mean to prove that the people of India have 
laws, rights, and immunities, that they have property move- 
able and immoveable, descendable as well as occasional : that 
they have property held for life, and that they have it as well 
secured to them by the laws of their countiw as any pro- 
perty is secured in this country : that they feel for honour, not 
only as much as your lordships can feel, but with a more 
exquisite and poignant sense than any people upon earth ; 
and that when punishments are inflicted, it is not the lash 
they feel, but the disgrace ; in short, I mean to prove that 
every word which Montesquieu has taken from ipe and in- 
considerate travellers is absolutely false. 

The people of India are divided into tlfj'ee kinds; the 
original natives of the country, coramcnly called Grentoos, 
the descendants of the Persians and Arabians, who are Ma- 
. homedans, and the descendants of the Moguls, who originally 
had a religion of their own, but are now blended with the 
other inhabitants. 

The primeval law of that country is the Gnntoo law ; and 
I refer your lordships to bir. Halhed’s translation of that 
singular code ; a work which I have read with aU the care 
that such an extraordinary view of human affairs and hi^an 
constitutions deserves. I do not know whether Air. Halhed.s 
compilation is in e'v'idence before your lordships, but I do 
know that it is good authority on the Grentoo law. Mr. Has 
ings, who instructed his counsel to assert that the 
have “no rights, n9 law,” ought to be well acquamted vuth 
‘this work, because he claimed for a while the glory ® ® 

compilation, although Nobkissin, as your lordships reniember - 
™ obliged to pny the arpense, Th« iooh 

probably thd most ancient la^e JO the T^ld, 1 o P 

ilosai i, ha^ iu t tlie dut}' of the magistra e^ 
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»<l T»nk« of lubjecfa mo«t demlj tnd datmotij iKwhmedt 
• and I will gire up th© whole caose, if there m, from ooe eid 
to the other of tlm code, aor aort of arbitnuy power eluiMd 
or aueited on the part rf tee magntrate, or any 
that the people hare no lights of property j/o ; It siserti 
tiie direct oontrarT. 

Rnt, the people are dmded into cla**ei and ranks with 
more sccaracy oi distmetian than is used in this country, ct 
m any other country under heaTcn. Ereiy class is dm^ 
into umibes, some of whom are more distinguished and otere 
bononrnhle than others ^ and they all hsro ri^bt*, pnrDfgf*, 
and immunitiea bdon^g to tbra Even m eases of can- 
quest, no oonfiscation is to take place. A Braljmia's estate 
comes br descent to himx it is for erer deseei^ble to htf 
heirs, if M hu bon t and if be has none, it bdengi to his 
diamplea, and those oonneeted with h^m m the BmhaitDictl 
caste 3lere are other immtmities declared to belong to this 
caste, in dnect contradiction to what has been asserted by the 
pneoner In no case shall a Brahmin sufTer death ; is no case 
aball the p i up er ty of a Brahmin, male or feossle, be coofisesled 
for enmefdt esdieat for want of heirs, lie lav then goes on 
to other eastea, end gives to each its p ro p erty, and distio* 
gnishes them lAth accuracy of discnminatW 

Mr Hastings says, that there is no inheritable nvopcfty 
among them Sow, yoo bar© only to look at page if, ehsp* 
ter the tecond, the title of which is, “ Qf /4a dirwiea ^ i* 
kentable p i VMri w ** There, after going through all thentotj 
of pedigree, it isdeclared, that “when a father, or gisaiJather, 
a great grandCstber, or any rslatiotis of that nature decease, 
or kiae ^eir caste, or renounce the world, or are dcs Irous ta 
gii-e np their property, their sons, ^TBDdson^ great 
sons, and other naturiil heirs, may oinde and assume thw 

glebe lands, crctmrds, jewcia,eorafs, clofbea,funiitiw,«tw, 

and birds, and all the estate, real and pcraonaL’* Jijr w". 
this law recognwes this kmd bf property, it regulates H vpb 
tb© nicest accuracy of dktmottoa, it acttlfs the draesrat « 

In e t er r part and ctreumstaaee It nowhere asscrU (Wrt 
the direct contrary is positively aa*?Tted) that 
'trate has ear power whatener over property It *UW wa 
It M the magistrate’s duty to protect it i that bff N b«ra 
■ gorom by law; that be must hare a council of Hulumw 
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assist him in every material act that he does ; in shoi’ty my 
lords, there is not even a trace of arhitrary power ia the whole 
system. 

My lordfe, I will mention one article to let yon see in a 
very few words that these Gentoos not only have an inherit- 
ance, hut that the law has established a right of acquiring 
possession in the property of another by prescription. The 
passage stands thus ; “ If there he a person who is not a 
minor (a man ceases to he a minor at ^een years of age), 
nor impotent, nor diseased, nor an idiot, nor so lame as not 
to have power to walk, nor blind, nor one who, on going be- 
fore a magistrate, is found incapable of distinguishing and 
attending to his own concerns, and who has not given to an- 
other persoif power to employ and to use his property ; if, in 
the face of any such person, another man has applied to his 
own ua6, during the space of twenty years, the ^ebe land, or 
houses, or orchards of that person, without let .or molestation 
from him, from the twenty-first year the property becomes 
invested in the person so a])plying such things to his own 
use ; and any claim of the first person above mentioned, upon 
such glebe, houses, or orchards, shall by no mftans stand 
good : but if the person beibre mentioned comes under any 
of the circumstances hereinbefore described, Ifis claim in that 
case shall stand good.” Here you see, my lords, that posses- 
sion shall, by prescription, stand good against the claims of all 
persons who are not disqualified from making their claims. 

I might, if necessary, show your lordships that the high- 
est magistrate is subject to the law ; that there is a case in 
which he is fineable ; that they have established rules of 
evidence and of pleading ; and, m short, all the rules which 
have been formed in other countries to prevent this very 
arbitrary power. Notwithstanding all this, the prisoner at 
the bar aud his counsel have dared to assert in this sacred 
temple of justice, in the presence of this great assembly of aU 
the bishops, of all the peers, and of all the judges of this land, 
that the people of India have no laws whatever, 
i I do not mean to trouble your lordships with more extracts 
.^rom this book. I recommend it to your lordships’-rp^ding; 
when you will find that, so far from the mag* ' g * 
any power cither to imprison arbitrarily or to ■ 
the irules ^f fines are laid down -with ten 
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mor^ e i a fl t nw thin Tith ui. If you here and that the 
ma^tr&te haa any power to ptimih tM people TitbtHniniy 
p uni i hm en t , to aeue their p ro p e rty , oi to dafraiidjiao them 
of OUT n«hti or prWlegea.rwTU readily admit tfiatiMr Hijt. 
mgt nta laid down go^ aound doctrine npoQ tlua ntnccL 
There u hii own book, a compOaiion of tn^ lawi, wlich 
bu in it not only good and eioelleint poaiUro rules, bat a 
ayatem of ai enlightened junspnidence with regard to tho 
body and aubatanco of it, aa perlu^ any nthon erer poa* 
ae*9Mi a wratem whldi most ure been oompoaed by men of 
highly cnlbrated nnderrtandinga. 

Aa to the trorellen that hare been quoted, abntrd ai they 
are in the ground of then- argument, th^ are not let* abaurd 
in their reaaomnga. For haring flrat laid it dcnfti that there 
ii no propertr, and that the govorninent n the propnetor of 
everyunng, tboy argue, mfcrenbaDy, that they bare no law*. 
Bnt if erer there were a people that aeom to bo protected 
with care and drcaaupoction irom all arbitrary power, both 
in the exeeutire and jadidal department, these are the people 
that aeem to bo «o protected. 

I eonld^ahow year lordahipa that they are so aenalble of 
hononr, that fines are loned and punishment in^eied scoord* 
iM to the renkof the culprit, and that tbe rety snlhontr 
oi tho magutrato it dependent on their rank. That tho 
loamed counsel should be ignorant of tbeso things U natural 
enough. They ere concerned m the gainful port of their 
profeesioiL If they know tho laws of their own country, 
which I dare say th^ doi, rt is not to bo expected that they 
should know tho laws of any other But, my lords, it la to 
be expected that tho pnooner should know tbs Qentools^ 
for ho not only cheated Nohkissin of his mooer to get tla^ 
laws translate^ but he took credit for thopuhlicatHin of th s 
work as an act of public ipmt, ancr ibiumg tho payment 
from tunself by fraud and peculation. AD this tu bM 
pTored by tho testimonies of Mr AoHol and Mr llsibea 
Dcforo your lordships. . n. m 

"Wt do not bring forward this book aa cTldeoee of gndl or 
innocence, but to show the laws and usages of tho ccontry. 
knd to proTo tho pnroner'i knowledge of them. 

From tbe Gentoo wo will proceed to the Tarlaslan 
nien t of India, a gOTcrument established by eensjufst, aau 
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XolSVcted to his oface. Tamerlane .vas elected ; and 
Ghinaes Khan particularly valued himself on improving the 
KSJuLnsofhisWcountry. 

have imperfectly in this hoot ; hut we are told in it, and I he 
lieve the fact, that he forhad, under pam of death, any prmco 
or other person to presume to cause himself to he proclaimed 
•great Khln or Emperor, without being first duly elected by 
the princes lawfully aasemhled in general diet. He then 
established the .privileges and immunities granted to the 
Tunkawns, ij^atis, to the nobility and gentry of the country, 
and afterwards published most severe ordinances against go- 
vernors who failed in doing their duty, hut principally against 
those who commanded in far distant provinces. This prince 
was in this case, what I hope your lordships will he, a very 
severe judge of the governors of countries remote from tho 
seat of the government. 

My lords, we have in this hook sufficient proof that a Tar- 
tarian BovereiOT could not obtain the lecognition'dt ancient 
laws, or establish new ones, without the consent of his par- 
liament; that he could not ascend the throne without being 
duly elected ; and that when so elected he was hound to 
preserve the great in all their immunities, and the people in 
all their rights, liberties, privileges, and properties. find 
these great princes restrained by laws, and even making wise 
and salutary regulations for the countries which they con- 
quered. ^ W e find Ghinges KhS,n establishing one of his sons 
m a particular office, namely, conservator of those laws ; anu 
he has ordered, that they should not only be observed in his 

i j’ posterity; and accordingly they are vener- 

ated at tks time m Asia. If then this very Ghinges Khdn, 
assume arbitrary power, what are you 
man, so bloated with corruption, so bloated 
umnented power, declaring that the 
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liberty, pioperty, and eresi life itaclt Compare thk man 
tOta compound of pnieand p»BuniptJon,nlth Obingea Khin, 
wboee couqueata were more coimderable than Afemnder’a, 
and yet who made the Uwa the rule of bu condecU; compare 
bun with Tamerlane, wboae Inatitute* I hare before me. I 
wuh to iare your lordahrat’ tame, or 1 could ihow you, m the 
life of thia pnnee, that ha, Tiolrat as iua ronqueata were, 
bloody aa all comquesta are, feromous aa a Mahamedan 
hii cruaodee for tne propagation of hta rebglon, be yet know 
bow to gorem hia unjust aoqoiattiona with equi^ and mod- 
erntion If any man could bo entuUed to t-lmm arWaiy 
power, if aueh a claim could bo justified by extent <rf con- 
quest, by splendid personal onalitKS, by great learning and 
eloquence, Tamerlane was toe man wdo could- bare made 
and jurtified the claim This prince gare up all hia tboe, 
not emuloyod m conqueata, to the converaahon of learned 
men. Hu gare himself to idl studies that might accomplidi 
a great man. Such a man, 1 sorj might, if sire may, 

\ arbitrarr power But the rery tmngi that made him great, 
made him aenaible that be waa but a man Em in the 
> midat of ^ hn conqueata, hia tone waa a tone of bozaSrt 
be ipoke of laws aa erery man must who knows what lain 
are , and thou^ be waa prou^ feroaona, and riolcst, in the 
aciuerement of his (onqaeata, 1 arill renture to say no pnoce 
eror established Inahtutea of cinl goremment more honour- 
able to himself than the Insbtutes of ISmour. 1 shall he 
content to bo brought to shaioe before your lordsbipa. If the 
prisoner at your bar can show me one passage where the 
aasomptiou of arbitrary power is eren hinted at by this great 

n ueror Ho doclarei, that the noblbty of erery country 
bo cousidered as his brethren } that the people shall be 
acknoa lodged as bis chfldren { and that the learned and the 
demecs shall be particularly protected. But, my lords, whit 
he parbeularly rained himself upon I shall pre ymir WJ* 
ships in bis own words i “ I deltrered the empressed from the 
land of the oppressor j and after proof of the oppirsden. 
whether on the property or the person, the demkm abwrh I , 
passim between them sraa agreeable to the sacred Uwf ti^ 

•1 did not cause any one person to lufllr for the guiZf w 
aootbtT*’* • 

' iMtltous of llsiov, psfs to f 
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My lords, I have only further to inform your lordships that 
these Institutes of Tiinour ought to be very well kuoAvii to 
Mr. Hastqig.^ He ought to have known that this prince ncs’cr 
claimed arbitrary power, that the principles he adopted were 
to govern by law, to repress the oppressions of liis inferior 
goveniors, to recognise in the nobility the respect duo to their 
rank, and in tlic people the protection to wliich tlie}' were by 
law entitled. This book was jniblishcd by ^lajor Daiy, and 
revised by ^fr. White. Tlic ifajor was an excellent Orient- 
alist, he was secretary to ^Ir. Hastings, to whom, I believe, 
he dedicated this book, I have inquired of persons the most 
conversant with the Arabic and Oriental languages, and they 
are clearly .9f opinion that there is internal evidence to prove 
it of the age of Tamerlane ; and he must be the most miser- 
able of critics who, reading this work with attention, docs 
not see that, if it was not written by this very great monarch 
himself, it was at least written b}' some person in his court, 
and under his immediate inspection. Whether, therefore, 
this work be the composition of Tamerlane, or whether it 
was written by some persons of learning near him, through 
whom he meant to give the world a just idea of manners, 
maxims, and government, it is ccrlalnly ns good authority ns 
!Mr. Hastings’s Defence, which he has apknowlcdgcd to have 
been written by other people. 

From the Tartarian I shall now proceed to the later Ma- 
homedan conquerors of Hindostan, for it is fit that I should 
show your lordships the wickedness of pretending that the 
people of India have no laws or rights. A great proportion 
of the people are Mahomedans ; and IMahomedans are so far 
from having no laws or rights, that when you name a Ma- 
homedan, you name a man governed by law, and entitled to 
protection'. ^Ir. Hastings caused to be published, and I am 
obliged to him for it, a book called the Hednia ; it is true , 
that he has himself taken credit for the work, and robbed 
Nobkissin of the money to pay for it ; but the value of a 
book is not lessfvned because a man stole it. Will you be- 
* lieve, my lords, that a people having no laws, no rights, no 
property, no honour, would be at the trouble of having sq 
many writers on jurisprudence ? and yet there are, I am 
sure, at le^st a thousand eminent Mahomedan writers upon ^ 
law, who’TiaTO ■written far more voluminous works t 
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kncm m the commcm Uw of Eoglind , aod I rnflf Miftt 
more TolatrunotM tb*n the -wntingi of tlw OhiliaM 
•elvee. That thn ohould be done bjr a people^irly tare m 
propertj, i« to perfectlj ndicolotu u icarcek to reqmrt ir- 
futabon j bat I abaH endeatocr to refnto it, and without 
troobling Ton a great detL 

Firrt, then, I am to tdl jcra that the hfahomedana are a 
people amongat whom the aaeiMV of nmapradence U much 
itnoied and colbrated, that tbej diatingunh it mto the law 
of the Bloran and ita aothonied commentanea j into the 
Fetla, which la the judioal jndgmonti and reporti of ad* 
radged caaea , mto the Canon, which la the recolattoiia made 
07 the emperor for the aorerngn aDthont7 m the gorfm- 
ment of their dommiona , and laailT, mto the Bago uf MuTV 
or ciiatom and naage, the common Jaw of the eountiy, which 
preraila independent of tnj of the former 

In regard to punjahmenU being arbitrary, I will,with tout 
lordihipa’ permunton, read a peaiage which w:dl ahow 70a 
that the magutrate ta e retponaible pemm. “ If a tupreme 
ruler, eueh aa the caliph for the time being, eomitiit an/ of* 
fence punA1!able b7 law, indi aa wboredoo, theft, or diunh* 
ennesa, be ia not aabjeet to anjimuahmeat ^ut jet if he 
commit murder l?e iiMrubject to tM kw of retaJbtkm, and be 
u alao acconntabJo m mattera of propeTt7), hecauao 
wtsnl la a tight of God, the infllotion of which la committed 
to tbe ooliph (or other enpreme magutrate), and to none ebe; 
and he cannot mflict punlahmeni npon bhnaeJf, u in thi« 
there ia no adrantage, beenua© the good propoaed in puniih- 
ment ti that it ms^ opemte aa a warning to deter mankind 
from am, and thia » not obtamed 67 a peraon’a inihettof' 
punishment upon himaelf contrary to tbe nghti of the itdi- 
rtdmsJ, fuch aa the lawi of rrlaltafigm and of propfriy, the 
„ penaltK* of which ma7 bo eiaeted of the caliph, aa the cUJh^ 
ant of right ma7 obtain aallaCictKm, either hj the caJt^ 
erapowenng him to exact hia nght from bimKiC or b7 the 
clamant appealing for antstance to tbe eoifectiro bocj « , 
JluaauJmaaa.” * 

, Hero TOnr lordahip* aeo that the caliph, who u a 
trate of the bluest authontj which can exht amoog the 'I*- 
jKnncdana, where propert/ or life la coocemed, has nS arhitrafj 
oower, but ja rerpoualble ju»t aa much aa tny other lain. 

‘ lladau. voLU* a ^ 
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T am now to inform your lordships that the sovereign can 
raise no taxes. The imposing of a tribute upon a Mussul- 
man, without his previous consent, is impracticable : and so 
far from *aU* property belonging to the sovereign, the public 
treasure does not belong to him. It is declared to be the 
-common property of all Mahomedans. This doctrine is laid 
do^vn in many places, but particularly in the 95th page of 
the second volume of Hamilton’s Hedaia. 

Mr. Hastings has told you what a sovereign is, and what 
sovereignty is aU over India ; and I wish your lordships to 
pay particular attention to this part of his defence, and to 
compare IVIr. Hastings’s idea of sovereignty with the declara- 
tion of thg Mahomedan law. The tenth chapter of these 
laws treats of rebellion, which is defined an act of warfare 
against the sovereign. You are there told who the sovereign 
is, and how many lands of rebels there are. The author then 
proceeds to say, “ The word Mghee (rebellion), in its literal 
sense, means prevarication, also injustice and tyranny ; in the 
language of the law it is particularly applied to injustice, 
namely, withdrawing from obedience to the rightful Imdm 
(as appears in the Fattahal-Kadeen). By the rightful Imdm 
is understood a person in whom all the qualities essential to 
magistracy are united, such as Islamisjn, freedom, sanitj' of 
intellect, and maturity of age, — and who has been elected into 
his office by any tribe of Mussulmans, with their general con • 
sent : — whose ^^ew and intention is the advancement of the 
true religion and the strengthening of the Mussulmans, and 
under whom the Mussulmans enjoy security in person and 
property ; one who levies tithe and tribute according to law ; 
who out of the public treasury pays what is due to learned 
men, preachers, K^ees, Mooftis, philosophers, public teach- 
ers, and so forth ; and who is just in all his dealings with j 
Mussulmans : for w'hoever does not answer this description , 
is not the right Imdm, whence it is not incumbent to support 
such a one ; but rather it is incumbent to oppose him and 
make war upon ^im, until such time as he either adopt a 
* proper mode of conduct or be slain.” * 

My lords, is this a magistrate of the same description 
the sovereign delineated by l^Ir. Hastings ? This man must 
be elected^y the general consent of Mussulmans, he must he, 
a protector of the person and property of his subjects, a ng 
‘ Hedaia, vol. ii. ip. 247 and 248 
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of re«£itmce u directlj estabbaW bj- lair «gan»i hm, aitd 
erea the dutj of re*i»Unca u in*wtod npon. Am I, w pro*, 
ing thu Mahomodnn hw, ippUodmg tbo prindplo of el«tiT® 
ooTOTOgn^f Nc,mj'k?rdi^lfa)ow'tboinf»chieA wtucb harr 
attended it : I know that it ha* ihaten tbo throne* of mo*t 
of tho *0x0101511* of the Mowninmn rdigron; bat 1 produce 
the law a* the cleareit proof that taeh a *0x010150 ctnnot bo 
■appo*ed to hate an armtrtiy^ power oxer tbo properW and 
peraona of thoao who elect hint, and who bate an acknow- 
ledged right to reaut and dethrone him if be doe* not tfTord 
them protection, 

I hare now gone throngh what I undertook to prore, that 
' 3 £r Hutmgt, xnth ell hii Indian councQ, who bve ma^ up 
this Tolamo ^ arbitTTii7 power, are not eupported b/ tw 
law* of tho Mogula, by the Jawa of the (Jentoo*, t^ ila- 
bomedan lawa, or by any law, cutiom, or naage which haa 
erer been reeo^laea aa legal and xahd. 

Bat, toy Zor^ the pnooner ddbnda Mmtelf by rxampZe , 
and, good God I what are the example* which be ha* cbo*« f 
Ifot the local usage* and ccsMhtntton* of Code, or of aor 
other proT ii fce ; not the general practice of a re*pectab]e rto* 
peroTj^o Akbar, which, if it would not fatigue tout lord* 
■bipa, I could atPoxr ,^0 ^ the xtxy rorerae of tbb man’i 
Ko, my loTxla, the pmooer, hia learned coan»el here and hu 
unlearned cabinet council, who wrote thi* defcoee, bare ran- 
aacked the tales of trerdlm for example*, and bare selected 
matenal* from that ™ai of loose remarka and crude coocc{^ 
tions, to prore that the natire* of India hare neither ri^*, 
lawa, order*, nor dtatincikoL 

i •hall now proceed to thow your lordship* that the peo 
pie of India hare a keen »enao and feeling of disgrace and 
ouhonotir In proof of thi* I appeal to well known forts. 

. There hare been women tned m India for oflencr^ and *c- 
* ^tted, who would not aurrlre tho dugraeo eren of acquttt.xL 
Ihw hare been llindoo»cldier»eoodemned at a court martia 
wbo hare detired to be blown from the mauth of a cannon. , 
and hare clmmod rank and prccedeoco at tbo last momefit of 
their eiiitencej and ret tbe*o peojJe are «id to hate no 
•raae of dhhoooorl Good God) that we »booU be unJ^ 
the necewity of pronngln thi* place all the*e Ihib^ anJ rt 
^dl*proring that idl Inda xrai pren in ilaTTry to Ihu 

Bui tor loro*, they will show you, they My, that Obmpw 
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Khfiii, Kbouli Kli&n, nnd Tamerlane destroyed ten thousand 
times more people in battle than this man did. Gbod God 1 
hn\’o they' run mad P Have they lost their senses in theit 
guilt ? Did they ever expect that vre meant to compare this 
man to Tamerlane, Ghinges Khdn, or Khouli Khan ? To 
compare a clerk at a bureau, — to compare a fraudulent 
bullock contractor (for we could show that liis first element 
ary malversations were in carr 3 dng on fraudulent hulloclc con 
tracts, which contracts were taken from him Tvitli shame nnd 
disgrace, nnd restored with greater shame and disgrace), to 
compare him with the conquerors of the world ! \Ye never 
said he was a tiger and a lion ; no, wo have said he was a 
weasel and ■?l rat. 

We have said that ho has desolated countries by the same 
means that plagues of his description have produced similar 
desolations. We have said that he, a fraudulent bullock 
contractor, exalted to great and unmerited powers, can do 
more mischief than even all the tigers nnd lions in the 
world. We know that a swarm of locusts, although indi- 
i-idually despicable, can render a country more de^plate than 
Ghinges Kh&n or Tamerlane. Wlien God Almighty chose 
to humble the pride and presumption of Pharaoh, nnd to 
bring him to shame, he did not effect his' purpose with tigers 
and lions ; but he sent lice, mice, frogs, nnd everything 
loathsome and contemptible, to pollute and destroy the coun- 
try. Think of this, my lords ; and of your listening here to 
these people’s long account of Tamerlane’s camp of two 
hundred thousand persons, and of his building a pjTamid at 
Bagdad with the heads of ninety thousand of his prisoners^ 

We have not accused Mr. Hastings of being a great gene- 
ral and abusing his military powers ; we know that he was 
nothing at the best but a creature of the bureau, raised by 
peculiar circumstances to the possession of a power by 
which incredible mischief might be done. AYe have not 
accused him of the vices of conquerors ; when we see him 
> signalized by an^ conquests we may then make such an > 
accusation ; at present Ave say that he has been trusted with 
power much beyond his deserts, and that trust he has grossl)’ 
abused. — But to proceed — 

His ccunsel, according to their usual audacious manner ^ 
(I suppose they imagine that' they are counsel for Tamerlane 
or for Qbjnges Khan), have thought proper to accuse the 
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managOB far the Oommoni of irandenng m all the lahnlom 
region! of Indian mythology My loHi, the manigOT are 
•eniible of the digmfy of their place , they hara nrrer cffcml 
anytb^ to yon witbont reaaon* "We are not peraoru of to 
age — ol a diapoaition— of a character, ropresentahre or na- 
toral, to icanUm aa these connad eadl It; tlat la, to farrrtt 
fablea concenmig Indian antwjmty Tlat they are not 
aahamed of making thia charge, I ao not wonder Bat we 
are not to be that direrted from onr cocrae; 

I hare already atated to your lordahipt a material arctnii- 
itance of thia eaae, which 1 hope will nerer bo loat right of, 
namely, the different aituahon in which India flood trader 
the goTcmment of ita natire pnncea and its twn onL'mal 
lawi, and even under the donution of Mahomedan co juer* 
ore, from that m which rt haa atood tinder (be goremment of 
a aonoa of tyranta, foreign and domretie, particnlarly of Jfr 
llaatmga, by whom it bu Utterly been oppreased and de«o> 
Uted. One of the booka which I hare quoted rai wn(Ua 
by hlr Halhed ; and 1 ahall not be accnaed of vutosiDg ra 
fabulooa uyiqmty, when I refer to another lirlng antborwbo 
wrote from what he saw and what he well new 31uf 
author asya, * troth it wodd be almoft cruelly to »oU«t 
these happy people^ (apeakingof the inhabltanti of ono of 
the pronneea oacrCUcotta), “for in thiadatnrt are (he only 
Tertigea of the beanty, parity, piety, regulanty, equity, and 
Btnotneu of the and^t llindoostan gorenimentt here the 
propertraa well aa the liberty of the people U mnobie” 
My lorua, I do not refer you to tba writer becaoao I think it 
necessary to our juatiScaUon; nor from any fear that rour 
Ibi^ipa will not do oa (he Joalice (o beltere that we hare 
good anlbority for the fceta winch wo ftate, and do not (•< 
iHirraoiia with their UecntKma toogoea dare to My) wanton U 
iabuloca antiqaitr I quote the worti of th»« aothor, hr- 
hit obaerralion* and opinions could not he onki>o*D to 
>Ir ITasting*, who^ aa#octato be was in aoroe acta, and 
whoae adnaer he appear* lo bare been In Ifbt dfcadfa! Iran** • 
action,tho depoaition of Coasira All Khla ^Tua writer W 
toimected with the pnaoner at tout bar in bnbery and bu 

charged him with detainlDffhw bribe Tothia^Ii 

has anawcred,that be had paid him long ago. IlewtW 
lu»o aettled that corrupt tronaaetion I hno* not. I 
fUte all Ihlf to pfore that we haro not ip 
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history, and that if anybody has dealt in falsehood, it is 
!Mj. Hastings’s companion and associate in guilt, who must 
have knovsn the country, and who, however faulty he was 
in other respects, had in this case no interest whatever in 
misrepresentati on . 

I might refer your lordships, if it were necessary, to Scraf- 
ton’s account of that ancient government, in order to prove 
to you the . happy comparative state of that country, even 
imder its former usurpers. Our design, my lords, in making 
^uch references, is not merely to disprove the prisoner’s de- 
fence, hut to vindicate the rights and privileges of the 
people of India. We wish to reinstate them in youi 
sympathy. oW e wish you to respect a people as respecta- 
ble as yourselves ; — a people who know as well as you- 
what is rank, what is law, what is property; — a people 
who know how to feel disgrace, who know what equity, 
what reason, what proportion in punishments, what security 
of property is, just as well as any of your lordships ; for 
these are things which are secured to them by laws, by re- 
ligion, by declarations of aU their sovereigns. ,And what, 
my lords, is opposed to aU this ? The practice "of tyrants 
and usurpers, which Mr. Hastings takes for hj^ rule and guid- 
ance. He endeavours to find deviations^from legal govern- 
ment, and then instructs his counsel to say, that I have as- 
serted there is no such thing as arbitrary power in the East. 
Hood God ! if there was no such thing in any other part of 
the world, Mr. Hastings’s conduct mi^t have convinced me 
of the existence of arbitrary power, and have taught me much 
of its mischief. 

But, my lords, we all know that there has been arbitrary- 
power in India ; that tyrants have usurped it ; and that, in 
some instances, princes otherwise meritorious have violated 
the liberties of the people, and have been lawfully deposed 
for such -violation. I do not deny that there are robberies 
on Hounslow Heath ; that there are such things as forgeries, 
^burglaries, and nmrders ; but I say that these acts are . 
against law, and that whoever commit them commit illegal 
acts. When a man is to defend himself against a charge of • 
crime, it is jiot instances of similar -violation of law that is 
t<i be the s|andard of his defence. A man may as well say, I 
robbed upon Hounslow Heath, but hundreds robbed there be- 
fore me ; to which I answer, the law haj forbidden you to rob 


SOi ncrciCBOfcrr or wAJunr EAmwo*, ejq 

ritere ; tnd I will h*og vtm for hariog rtoUt^J the law, ttot* 
witiixbui/Ung the long li*t of fimflar nolaHofis which jou 
have produced u prei«deTita- No doubt pno-cw bare no. 
Uted the law of tUi countryj they bare auflered for it. j*o. 
bJe» naro violated thelawj their pnnlegea hare not protected 
them from pumahment. Common people hate nofatcd tbe 
law , thCT hart been hanged for rt, I Iraow no human being 
exempt mim the law Tha law w the aerantj of tbe people 
of Ec^land* it la the eeenncr of the people of Inda, It ia the 
aecunty of every pcraon that u goremeo, and of every perron 
that g^ema. Inere ta but one law for ail, namelr, that 
law wtuch goTema all law^ the law of our Creator, the law 
of hmnaiuty, jQetico,^eQui^t--^hB law of nature and ol 
nationa. 8o ur aa any lawa fortify tbu primeral law, and 

f ire h more prednon, more enerry, more cfTeet hr Iheir 
edaratiotia, rich law* enter mto the aanctuaiy, and partiei- 
pdte in tbe aacredneta of (U chanoter But the man who 

f luotea M precedenta tbe ahuaefl of tmnta and robbera, po). 
otea the very fountain of Joatiee, ocilroya tbe fonndationa 
of all Ui\#nd thereby remoree the only aafegnard agmort 
erfl men, whether gorernorB or goreroed tbo guard which 
prerenta gorernora from becoming lyTunta,and the gonmed 
from bocomiog rebe!*. 

I hope your lordahipa will not tbmk that I hare unocec*. 
aarlly occupied your t^e in diapronug llie pica of arbitrary 
power, which baa been brought Torwanl at emr bar, baa been 
repeated at rour lordiUpa* W, and han been rot upon the 
rocorda of ^th Itouaea I bopo your lordihipa a HI not 
think that auch raouatroua doctnno ihould be parW o'er 
without all powible ptlua being taien to demonstrate iti 
falaehood and to reprobate Ua tenden^ I hare not apareJ 
myadfln einoaing the prmdplca avowed by tbe pivoner 
At asotbfrtisae } wiU endeavour lorhow you lb© mannef lo 
which he acted upon three pnnaplet. I cannot comnaoJ 
itrengtb to pnwwd further at preaentj and tou, my lord* 

» cannot erm me greabfr bodOy atrength thin J haT© « 

(Aiyoonwd 
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O 10 BR 0 *S Offloea t or, Moral 
OoDc^ Cato dfa^, aa fway 
00 OU Aee; LxUiu, an Lany 
on Frieodjltpj Sdpb'a Ihruai 
rmdoaa I Leflet to Qalataa on 
Maelrtralra. TramUfw 1 ^ C, R. 
KdcMWli. jt. ^ 
CORNELIUS NEP 08 ~ 1 « 
jamwi 


OLAJUrs {Bs«h) Introdaodoa 
toHaraMry Edilkxi, Re- 
vlaed and Eolaijied by J. R. 
Pkndit, Rdobc Crolc * ^'Uh 
nearly 1000 IBiutTttlona. y. Qt 
with the nhatratlocu Cobora]. 

iSi. 

OliASSlO TALES, coelahuitf 
Ramhs. Vkar of WakefieU, 
GnlDTeriTiaTeU, and Tbe Scntl* 
meotaJ Joomay. jr. &d. 

COLERIDOIPa (8. T.) Prfaad. 
A Series of Eamrs on MooJs 
PoDtica, and RcScun. a^r. &i. 
Aids to Reflaothm, and the 
Co^rmuoxs or At* iKomiisto 
SrtaiT, to whkh are added the 
h^ra ox Fajth and the Bootc 
or Ccnoitw PiuYTta. jr 6 J. 

Leotnns and Note* on 

Shaluapeajn and other EnjUab 
PMts. Edited by T> Ashe. yCJ. 
— Sbvraphla LUenriai to 
Calher wuh Two Lay Srrisenc 
p. U 

Tab}*- Talk and Omnlaiia. 

Edited by T. A»he, BA. y. 6d 
UlJoa&anlea, fflstbelle and 
literary; to «hkb b added, 
Titx Tiuoar or Lirr. Gri- 
lled and amofed by T. Arh^ 
ELA J/. 6A 

OOMTCB PosltlTa Phlloeophy 
TrifwUtfd and eo«idrt«ed by 
lUtrirt Martloean. Wth Intro- 
dttftioQ by Fifdtrie llarrbw. 

■j tall. ji. 

COMTE’S PhUneophy of tha 
Setfooea. beb^ an Eiyr*<kJ^ cl 
the Prtorirle* of iSe Cnt^ aV 
r/HJtr* Ff C >*• 
Lewrt, 5/ a 

COKDES HJilnry of tha Do 
r'twijw of the Anbt to Srab 
Tiindj*td by Mru r*etrt I 
TtJt. jr. 6C each. 
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COOrKU'S Blogmpblcnl Bio- { 
tionary. Cunt.iinitij: Ctmci'-c ' 
Nnticc.s (U|WAtur of 15,000) I'f 
r,ioiTic5iV i’cison"". of nil A^cs nnd 
Countiic,'. By'nu’mp'on Lwpir, , 
F.S.A. WiUi n Snpi'lcmcnt, : 
I’linpinr, llic work < 5 own to iSSj;. 1 
7 vt'l.f. 5/. <-3ch. I 

I 

COXB'S lucmoirit of Iho Dulto of i 
A'nTlboroufih. With hi'; oii^tinnl 
Cottc'j'nndcr.cc. Ky W- C''\c, 
M.A., I’.K.S. I'tcvi'-cil edition 
liy lohn Wndc. vu].-;. 33. 6f. 
cncii. 

*,'^An Atl.v: of the plans cf 
Tdirllvnotiph’': cnntpniyns, .jto. 
10'. 6^'. 

Ill.Mory of tho Hounc of 

AUBtrla (1218-179:). Will) ;t 
(rontiinj.stmn from llic AcCf->ion 1 
of Fr.tncis I. to the Kcvoluiion of 
18.58. .1 V0I5. 3;. c.tdi. ' 

aEAIK‘S(G.L.)runTUltofKjiov,-. ' 
Icdpo under Difficulties. Ulus- ; 
tt.ilcd by Anccdotc.'i nnd Mentoirr. 
Kes’isccl edition, will) nuwctou>; 1 
Woodcut Portmii.t , nnd I’kitc.':. sx. I 

CllXnHSHAKK'S Punob nnd 
Judy. Tlic Di.nloguc of the 
Puppet Show ; nn Account of it.s 
Orifpn, SiC, With 24 Illustr.i- 
lion?, nnd Coloured Pintc?, dc- 
sipnctl nnd enpmvcd by G. Cruilt- 
shnnk. 

CIJNmNGHAM'S Liven of tho 
Moot Eminent Brllish Pnlntora. 

A New Edition, with Notes nnd 
Sixteen fresh Lives. By Mrs. ' 
IIc.aton. 3 vjls. 3s. 6rf. cnch. 

DANTE. Dlvlno Oomedy. Trnns- 
l.nted by the Rev, II, F. Cnry, 
M.A. ^ 3r, Od. 

Tr.'tnslaled into English Verse 

by I. C. Wright, M.A. 3rd Edi- 
tion, revised. With Portrait, nnd 
34 Ilfustrntions on StacI, after 
Flaxman. ^ 


'/.//V I varies. y 

DANTE. The Inferno. A I.ilcpI 
Pro:c Ti.anslalinn, wilh the Text 
of the Originnl printed onthc same 
page. By John Carlyle, M,D. 

S^- f 

The Piirfifttorlo, A Literal ' 

Pro-.e Tr.ansl.ation, wit!) the Text 
printed <>ti the 'ante p.agc. By 
\V. S. Eugdalc. Sr. 

DE COMMJNES (Philip), Mo- 
moiiuof. Conlainingthc Histories , 
of Ixtui? XI. and Charles VIII., 
Kings of France, .and Charles 
the Bold, Duke of Burgundy, 
Together wilh the Scttndaloiis 
Chtonicle, or Secret History of 
Louis .XI., by Jc.an dc Troyes. 
TiV.icIatcd by Andrew R. Scoblc. 
Wilh Portraits, 2 vols. 3r. 6 d, 
each. 

DEFOE’S Novclfi nnd Mieceb 
Innoous 'Willi Prefaces 

•and Notes, including tlin.'c .attri- 
buteci to Sir W. Scoit. 7 vols. 

3r. Cl/, each. 

I. — CnpU'iin Singleton, and 
Colonel Jack. 

II. — Memoirs of a Cavalier, 
Captain Carle Ion, 
Dickory Cronkc, 

III. — Moll Flandcry, and the 

History of the Ehjvil. 

IV. — Roxana, and Life of Mrs. 

Christian Davies.’ 

J 

V. — History of the Great Plague 
of London, 1665 ; The 
Storm (1703) ; and the 
True-born Englishman. 

VI. — Dunc.an Campbell, Nu ' 
Voyage robnd the • 
World, and Political 
Tracts. , 

VII. — Robinson Crusoe, 

DE LOLME on the Constitution 
of England. Edited by John 
Maegregor. 3r. firf. ^ 1 
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DHKKnTB Blttory of Arma 
knd Aimoor from lb« P-arfUti 
Period. ^ Aof^e Demmln 
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7/ 6/ 

DKHOSTBEKXB Oratlan*. 
Trmniijded br C R»im Kennedy 
5 Toil. VoL L ^ I VoK 
If -V , 5r etch. 

DB STA&j’B OOTinna or lUly 
By hlnduDe de Sud Trut»- 
leted hf EmDy Baldwin nod 
Pasllin Drher V ^ 


Da'/tS'fl ItOglo, or the Science 
of Inference. A Popolv ItureaL 
By J Derey 51 


DIOTIOKABT of 
areak QaoUtloiu lnetarfh>c 

ProT trb* , Maxtinj, ifottoe*. Law 
Term* tod PttrMCi. Vilth *11 the 
QataUdei marked, *od EocIMt 
TnotUtkm. ^\*ia lodei \«r 
bomm (fit* ptge*)* y 

of Ofarnllu tnd 

TboBOttWrichl, MA., P.SA, 
e. t rot*. <j etch. 


i.rIDBOYT 8 Ohrtrtttn loono- 
(nphy * IQstory of Chrlttko 
Art in the >Ikidle Ace*. Tnot 
Uted by E. J Blfltfnctoo tad 
eoreple^ W 'ItTpret * 4 okes. 
llTth Z40 /aoftntlw 3 nVt 
$s etch. 

DIOOENEfl lAERTItm. Lire* 
tnd Oplnloni of tb« Axtsl«nt 
rhOoeophen. Trtattt/ed tyy 
ProC C. D \ 00c* MA 5f 


DOBRSirB AdTOTtrtt. Edited 
hytheUitPioCWt^peu 2 tolfc- 
Sr e»cii. > 

DODD 6 Eplsniatiutmt. A 
fWejtloo froin the Epicrtnwutle 
Lhmtnre ef Ancient. Sfedlrrtl. 
tad dfodera Time*. B/theBef 
llcmy Odhp Dodd, MA O* 
tod. 3 Tpi Editk*, TtTl«d *tJ 

eojtffed. 6 / 


DONAUIBOK'S Tbo TbMitra of 
the Oreeks. A Trettbe on (he 
I lilt cay Rad EihJHtfcm of the 
Gretk D rawn, Whh %jyft>eroiu 
IBastntiottscDd 3 Pltn*. By John 
V\TIIkiB DomliiiicR, D D 5/ 

DBAPEB’S Blftorr of the 
XnteUeotioa Derelopment ef 
Bnrope. Brjofan WUliBB I>r«pcr 
M D., LL J) 3 toU. Jx ouh- 

DUNLOP^ Hlttory of Plotlon. 
A new Eldhloa. Retii^ by 
Henry WBioo. 3 roll, ^ etch. 

DTER pr T H.). Fompeflt hi 
BoBdiiici tad Aatlqahi& By 
TH.1^, LL.D UTthoetriy 
«o WomI E n prtTi n ci, t Jtrpe 
Sftp, tad t r&> of the Foma, 
11 6J. 

ThaCUyomoinet iuIHitDry 

tad Moentnesu. WUh nbiitn 
doe*. ^ 

DTEBtT P T) BrtUih PeptUtr 
Ooiteixis, ProMBl nod Pul 
An Accout of the tarloos Grdci 
tod CoilOTTa utedtted tdlh Dif 
fcrcnt Dtyt of the Year bt the 
BrilUb file*, trrtoced tetordinc 
to the Ctleadtr By the Rer 
T F ThhcBoo Pyer, M A- 5^ 

EBERS* Em»tUB Prlooot*. 
IlliJorktl Norel By G<ofx;e 
EXert. TraaiUlcd I7 b- *' 
Bachheim. ji &C 

EDOeWOBTJra Storle* for 
OhDdraL. \\*Uh S IDoirtiW* 
by L. Speed, j* £id 

CLZE8 VTmitm Shtktrpeu*. 
—Sti SuAxtsrtAtt. 

EVEnSOKTI Wett* wdi 
31 6A etch 

1 — Erttya, litORntod To*** 

11 —PerUrh TnJu, N»W, *#1 
Cocd|rt rf fife 
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Emerson’s Works continntd. 

III. — Society and Solitude — Letters 
® a*d Social aims — Miscel- 
laneous Papers (hitherto 
uncollected) — May Day, 
and other Poems. 

ELLIS (G.) Specimens of Early 
EngUsh. Metrical Romances. 
Wth an Historical Introduction i 
on the Rise and Progress of j 
Romantic Composition in France i 
and England. Revised Edition. 
By J. O. Halliwell. F.R.S. Sr. j 

ENNL>MOSER’S History of j 
Magic. Translated by William I 
Homtt. 2 vols. 5r. each. j 

EPICTETUS, The Discourses of. 
With the Enchkiridion and 
Fragments. Translated by George 
Long, M.A. 5f. 

EURIPIDES. A New Literal 
Translation in Prose. By E P. 
Coleridge, M.A. 2 vols. 5s, each. 

EUTROPIUS.— iTw Justin. 

EUSEBIUS PAMPHILUS, I 
Ecoleslastloal History of. Trans- I ’ 
latedby Rev.C.F.Cruse,M.A. Sr. j 

EVELYN’S Diary and Corre- 
spondendence. Edited from the 
Original MSS. by W. Bray, 
F.A.S. With 45 engravings. 4 
vols. Sr. each. 

PAIRHOLT’S Costume in Eng- 
land. A History of Dress to the 
end of the Eighteenth Centur}’. 
3rd Edition, revised, by Viscount 
Dillon, V.P.S.A. Illustrated with 
above 700 Engra^nngs. 2 vols. 

Sr. each. * 

FIELDING’S Adventures of 
Joseph Andrews and his Friend 
Mr. Abraham Adams. With 
Cruiksjiank’s Illustrations. 35. 

History of Tom Jones, a 

Foundling. With Cruikshank’s 
Illustrations. 2 vols. 3r. 6^ each, 

Amelia. With^ Cruikshank’s 

Illustrations. Sr. I 


I FLAXMAN’S Lectures on Scrap- 
j ture. By John Flaxman, R.A. 
j With Portr.ait and S3 Plates. 6s, 

I 

FLORENCE of WORCESTER’S 
Chronicle, mth the Two Con- 
tinuations : comprising Annals of 
English History, from the De- 
parture of the Romans to the 
Reign of Edward I. Translated 
by Thomas Forester, M.A. S^- 

FOSTER’S (John) Life and Cor- 
respondence. Edited hy J. E. 
Ryland, 2 vols. 3r. 6d. each. 

Critical Essays. Edited by 

J. E, Ryland. 2 vols. 3r. 6d. 
eat^cma 

Essays : on Decision of Cha- 
racter ; on a Man’s writing Me- 
moirs of Himself ; on the epithet 
Romantic the aversion of 
Men of Taste to Eva'^gelical Re- 
ligion^ 3r. 6d. 

— » Essays on the Evils of Popular 
Ignorance ; to which is added, a 
Discourse on tlje Propagation of 
Christianity in India. 3r. 6d. 

Essays on the Improvement 

of Time. With Notes of 
Sermons .and other Pieces. 
3r. 6d. 

1 

GASPARY’S History of Italian 
Literature. Translated by JJer- 
man Oelsner, M.A., 5 ^.D. 

Vol. 1 . 3J. 6d. 

GEOFFREY OP MONMOUTH, 
Chronicle of . — Old Rnglish 
Chronicles. 

GESTA ROMANOBUM^or En- 
tertaining Moral Stories invented 
by the Monks. Translated by the 
Rev. Charles Swan. Revised 
Edition, by Wynnard Hooper, 
B.A. 5s. 

GILDAS, Chronicles of^.SV<: Old 
English Chronicles, 
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IBBOlTS DMltna tmd of 
tb* Etmptn. CompkU 

tad DcairHecd, with Variorem 
Note*. Edited by u EngOib 
(3nirdun*B. WUh fl Map* ana 
PortreJL 7 Toa. y 6dL eacb. 
aHiEABT^ Hlatory Pitftoipl«T 
aod Pnotioe of BanUot. ^ 
tbe Ul* J AV Cnbait, F 
New Edftion, rrri*cd by A, 8 
Micbk. S Tol*. ICkf 
’aiL Tho AdToatarai ot 

Tramlated from the Fr cac h of 
Le**£o by Smollett With *4 
EifnThii^ on Steel« after Smhico, 
T>ir 10 Etdiing* by George Cndk 
ihank. 6 t 

QlBAIiB'aS OAHBBBWSie 
Hlatodotl Work!. TraoiUted 
by Th- Forettef, ILA,, and Six 
IL Colt Hoaxe- Kerlacd EdJtJoft, 
Edited byThomai Wrlgbt, MA.* 
FSJu %i 

(WBTHM r«B#t Paxt I Q«» 
man Tot with Ilaywd'i 
Trtaalatloo and Note*. Reriaed 
by C. A Badihelm, FKD p 
aoSTHJPS Worka. Trandafed 
Into Pn gltA by rarlou* baods. 
14 ToU, 3X. 6d. each 
I and IL— AntoHograpby and 
Annals 

lU.— Fairt. Two Part*, coo 
pWe- {Swnnwick ) 

— Norab and Tal«. 
V*-WIIh*lm Mefater'i Appren 
tkeaUp. 

VL— CoDTemtVJC* with Eekcr 
pt«nn tnd Sorat 
Vm -^Dtamatic Wafk*. 

fY WTTbfllm Mebter’a TtareU. 

X.— ^oor tn Italy, and Second 
Realdencc In Rnoe. 
XhAUlfceBaneoci Traftl*. 

XII —Early and MbceHanodo* 
X<eUera 

\ tn. — Con e*pood glee with Zalter 
XIV — Rehiete Foe, A\ cat E**t<ni 
tHran and AchtUclil. 


OOLDBMITHfl Wortl. A ter 


Edidoo, I7 J W IL 5 
rol*. y. ^ e 


t each. 


ORAiDa:ONT*fl Maotott* e< 
Ooort of OhariM H- Edite^ 
SVj Walt« Seott Togcte m 
the BoacOBTL Tiact^ fadxtp 
two net before pohOdwi, «• 
NewEditfcii. y 


OlkATB LetUra. 
Corrtapondenc* 

mIot; Mlri W 
P C. TcTKf, M.A. .Ve* * 
jnd II 6.!. >»*• 

QBIIHK ANTSOLOOT Tb» 

Wed by Geotje Biijts, U-*- S* 
OBlmK HOUAUOBS 
dona, LemflW “£4™^ 


Uted by Rer 

OBIiaOKTTI 

of th* Otrlatfan 
Dr OUnUraa Gref(*T ^ "■ 

aBBBNB, 

BEN 

Editol by RobCTt BeU. 3^ 
aBIMirS .[5Lriu<3 

Nolei ollhe 

by Mo. A. ™ 

?»etIoe by Andrew P»«. 

OBOBSI’S M*”V!r 

Tnj»lated bfjf" ^ En 
Vent by C. M F 
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GUIZOT'S Hjfitory of tho 
EncUflh Revoluffon of IGdO. 
Frcirq l^ic Accession of Clinilcs 

I. (0 {its Death. Tmnsl.itcd by 

Willi.am 31. 6(f. 

History of CiTllisstlon, from 

(he I'all of the Roman Empire to 
the I'rcnch Revolution. Tmns- 
hied by William Ilatlili. 3 vols. 
3r. 6.y. each. 

HAliIi'S (Rov. Robert) bliscol- 
Inncou-s Worbs nnd Rotnalns. 
3r. 6</. 

HAblP'^ON COURT: A Short 
History of the Ivlanor and 
Pnlnco. By Ernest haw, D.A. 
With numerous Illustrations, 

HARDWICK’S History of the 
Articles of Religion. By the late 
C. Hardwick. Revised by the 
Rev. Francis Broclcr, M.A. Sr. 

HAUFF’S Tales. The Caravan— 
The .Slicik of Alexandria — The 
Inn in the Spessart. Trans, from 
die German IjyS. Mendel. 3r.6rf. 

HAWTHORNE’S Tales, 4 vols. 
31. c.ach. 

I. — Twice-told Tales, and the 
Snow Image. 

II. — Scarlet Lctlcr,nndthc House 

with the Seven Gables. 

III. — Tr.insformalion [The Marble 
Faun], and Blithcdalc Ro- 
mance. 

rV. — Mosses from an Old Manse. 

HAZLITT’S Table-talk. Essays 
on Men and Manners. By W. 
Ilazlilt. 3r. (>d. 

Lcotures da the Lltoraturo 

of the Ago of Elizabeth nnd on 
Characters of Shakespeare’s Plays. 
3r. dd. 

LeoTuros on the English 

Poets, ’and on the English Comic 
Writers. 3r. dd. 

The Plain Speaker. C^inions 

on Books, Men, and Thing^ y.dd. 
Round Table. ’ 31. 6rf. 


HAZLITT’S Skotehen nad 
EssayH. 3r. Qd, 

The Spirit of the Ago ; or, 

Conlcmporaiy Porlr.aits. Edited 
by W. Cnrcw Ilarlilt. 3r. 6 d. 

— ~ View of the English Stage. 
Edited by W. Spencer J.sckson. 
3r, M. 

HEATON’S ConoiBo History of 
Painting. New Edition, revised 
by Cosmo Monkhousc. 55. 

HEGEL’S Lootures on the Philo-’ 
Bophy of History. Translated by 

J. Sibrcc, M.A. 

HEINE'S Poems, Complete 
Translated by Edgar A. Bowring, 
C.B. 3r. dd. 

S^t^rel-Plcluros, including the 

Tour in the Harz, Nordemey, and 
Book of Ideas, together with the 
Romantic School. Tr.anslatcd by 
Francis Storr. A New Edition, 
revised throSj^out. With Appen- 
dices and Maps. 3;. dd, 

HELP^S Life of Ohrlstophor 
Obliunhus, the Discoverer of 
America. By Sir Arthur Helps, 

K. C.B. 3r. ddO 

Life of Hernando Cortes, 

and the Conquest of Mexico. 2 
vols. 3 j. dd. each. 

Life of Piznrro. 3^. dd. 

Life of Las Casas fjic Apostle 

of the Indies. 3r. dd. ■» 

HENDERSON (E.) Select His- 
torlcal Documents of the Middle 
Ages, including the most famous 
Charters relating to England, the 
Empire, the Church, &c., from 
the 6th to the 14th Centuries. 
Translated from the Lafln and 
edited by Ernest F. Henderson, 
A.B., A.M., Ph.D. Si. > 

HENFREY’S Guide to English 
Coins, from the Conquest to the 
present time. New and revised 
Edition by C, F. Keary, M.A., 
F.S.A. 6r. 

henry of HUNTINGDON’S 
History of the • ' Trans 

Ifitcd by T. Fi 
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BUNBTS (MttthrfT)Bxpo«tttoc 
ofthtBookoftbeFaal^ 5j. 
HBLI ODOBITB. Thm^OMajid 
fltWgkilw*. — St 4 OuxK Ro 
UAKCZS. 


ESHO0OTU8 Treuialeilbjlhe 
Rer Heniy C«ry, M*A. 6^ 
' ' Not<* an, Orlgiotl end Se- 

lected fron the best CoouneDta 
ton, Bt D W Taroer, M A. 
WWi Coioured Uap, 

— AnAljltl fl nrnr B «T y oT 
BjJ T 'Wbedet. fx 

HMIOD, flAT.T.TfMTAmT TTfl aTwt 
T^nOdKlfl, Trsndeted by the 
Rct. J. BsnVs, M A 5/ 
HOTTMAWITfl {X. T.«#f7 Tl» 
Btnjdem Bretfaren. Trsadsied 
£ra(n tbe Gennui \tj Ll-CoL Ahx. 
Ewing * Tob. y id. e«±u 
HOLBSI^ of Ds^th 

and BlbW Oats. Upwards of ^ 
Sob^eets, agrared fa ftrstmfle, 
ttb Intradwmco and Uevdp 
I \jf Fratidi Dooee and Dr 
' ibomai Fragt(^ DCbdeo. $1 


HOUXB‘8 mad. Tianslated bto 
EngUsb Proae byT. A. BodileT, 
51. 

Odj«MT Ilymu, Eptnams, 

a^ B^o of tin FrociaitaMka. 
Iraxala^ iaxo Eacmh Prose by 
T. A- Boekley. BA. y 
— Su ah* POfb 
HOOPBB’B (O ) WaUrloo The 
DowniUl of the First Kapo- 
leoni a Hlstorj of the Cattpiic° 
of 1315. By Geoege Hooper 
WUh Mapa and Plani. y 6 J 

The Campaign of 8«dan t 

Tbo DowniiU c/ the Second Em 
plrt Aarat - September, 187a 
General ilap and SU PUm 
of BaitU. y 6 d 


HORAOE A new literal l*n»c 
tiaaslatkici,byA lUmQtna Bryce^ 
U4.D., JX.M. 


I BTUQO’* CVlotor) Dramatle 
Woika. HenianI — Ray BUi— 
The Tune’s Direrdoii. Trinslsted 

I ^ lira. Kewtoo Cn&knd and 
P. L. Skna. y 6 d. 

Poama, chkflj^Trieal. Trui> 

j laied by TadoosWrUenfOow first 

' oAeted by J. H. L. WHliamt. 

\ P 6 d. 

I HUMBOliI>I*0 Ooszaoa. Tcaai- 
Uted by E. C, OttA B. IL Fail, 
andW. S. UaJlai,FL.S. troU. 
3r. 6/. each, eacepdneVoi V y. 

Fnnooal NamtlTa of hU 

Tia *els to the EqninoctUI Regicau 

cf Ameska daring the y**” ^ 799 ~ 

1804. TraaristedbyT. Ron. 3 
roll. y. each. 

Vlswa of Natara. Translated 

fay E. C Otli and II O Bo^ 



HUUFHBETB’ Oedn OoDeetor’a 
blacaml. BylLM Ilompbrays. 
with up w ar ds of tao TUnsriatiocs 
QD Wood and Stm. iToh. y 
each. 

HtTNGABTi lu IQstoey and Re 
rotatki^ toj^er whh a copten 
Memoir of Kcanlh. 31. 6d. 

HUTOHINBON (OokB«) Ite* 
DMtrs of the LUb of. ^ hk 
Widow, Lor I together with her 
AaloUorrap^, and an Accomit 
of tb« SleM of I^ibom Ilocae 
3 »-“- 

HUNPB Poetry of Bol«Doe. By 
Richard lIonL trd EdHkm, re- 
riwd and cnkiged y. 

UroiA BUrORB THK KEPOT 
MUTIKT A Pluttirial, Da- 
■ailpU ra, anif* HUtorteal Ao- 
oetmt, from the EaiBcst Tima 
to the AniKxatkm of the PsaUb. 
whb Dpwaxds of JOO Engrarlnfi 
00 Wood, sod a Map. ay 

IMOULPH'B: GhrtmWeif of the 
Abbay of oreytaod. whb the 
CojrmroATloM liy Petf-r of BWi 
and Bther WrUm. TraetUled by 
n. T. Rlleju y 



( (V: ,'(?///»*,/ Tf; /j ?•///; .< f,;(>yoy!i's. 


n-.vnurs (Wr.'-hlr.fttcn) Com- 
}’!r> WorJi.n. 15 V, !-.. \Vi;li t’-ir- 
AC. y.U:. 

Kt'Jclcf 
{>irXrtV Ht'Mty 'if New 
V.'tk. 

1]. — T/.e r.iul the 

I.;fc c'f Olivet Of'M.-tttitl). 

III. —llr.'.ccl’tviy^c HftU, 

rani N'e\v*‘,er.4 AW'cy. 

IV. “.T;ir .Mhntr.I'iii, Ta!r' nf .1 

TfAvcIki, 

V.- Clt'cnic'.c •'{ tl.c Conijur-t 
t'f J>e;.'cn'k vf 

_y ’?;c C'va'jtir-'.; <if 

VI.A Vn.~-I.:fc rtr.-l Vtiy.-r/'. ..f 
Colamlvu, ti7_e',hcr web 
the V<,y,ii'_c' cf 1)!': C('in. 

VII r.~ A T(r'.;t df. the 

IValfir*. 

N I. — J.tfcfif Mah</ntc;,L(\e'’of the 
SttCf C'-'CiJt ‘if M.'.hiljr.r*.. 

X. — Aiivcntine-i. of Cs'/'.-vin V:i>r.- 
Titville, U.S.A., WolftftV 

XI. — Jlif-jne.phlc’' nt'.i*. Mi'fcJ!.'.- 
IV.j'cr. 

XH.-XV. — Life <1! f!cot(*,e Wa'-h- 
»r.[;!or.. .{ vok. 

Lifo nnd LeUom. Uy hie 

N'cj’licu-, rierre 1'. Irvin;:- sv/>Ir.. 
3f. 6:. c:ich. 

ISOCRATES. The Orntlonn ot 
Tran'kicfl hy J. II. 1'rce‘c, f.I.A. 

1. 5r. 

JAiI.IES'S {G. P. R.) Life of 
Richard Caiur dc Lion. 2 \oK*. 
3;. 6 A each. 

The Life npd Tlinca of LoiUr. 

XIV. 2 volv. 3?. 6'/. c.tch. 

JATAESON’S Shako- 

.npcarc’a Horolnc.n. Chritactcr- 
i'-tics o'! Women: Mor.el, I’oclic.il, 
nml I V'.torical. 13y Mts. Janic-wn. 
35. 6:f. 

JESSE’fj (E.) Anecdote.s of Lees. 
With -to Wootlcuth .and j4 .Sled 
Engravings. 5r. , 


.ir.S.SK’.S (J.H.) hlenioimof the 
Court of Engl.nnd diirJnR ifm 
Rdgn of the SUiartrt. including 
Jhr I t.v.iTlnt.-.tr. 3 vnK. Wit)) 
.*,2 I’oitt,-,!:-.. 51.cr.ch. 

— -■ LTomoir.a of Ibo rrclendcni 
and ihdr Adhormt-a. With 6 

iV'f.’f.iW.. 51-. 

JOnESON S LIvoa of Uio Poets. 
Ihiiicd hy hits. Alcsriiilcr Napier, 
nith Intiivluctitiii by Professor 
II.vIo. 3 v()ts, 3'‘ each. ■* 

JOSEPHUS (riavhifl). The Works- 
of. Wl)i'.!on‘n Tr.insl.-.tion, »c- 
vi'cd by Itev. A. K. Shillcto, .^^.A 
V.'iih I'ojvigTrphic-vl and Geo. 
gr.apljic.i) Note', hy Cotonci Sir 
( Wil.'oi), K.C.Ih 5 vols. 
3r. fit. each. 

JOYCE’S SclontllJc Dlaloguot?. 

r.iinieroiii Wotulciit'. §!. 

JUKES-BRqyNE {A. J.}, The 
Building o( the UptUnh Inlo.t: 

.a .‘'lu^ly in (ico;:i.apI)ic.al Evolu- 
th'i). Iliiistr.ucd by numcrou.s 
M:ip- rn-.l Wciodcuts. 2nil Edition, 
revised, “j. 6 A ^ 

Studetrl’B Handbook of 

Piryflcal Geology. With mi- 
mcious J)ipj;rams and Illostra- 
tiiiit.^. 2nd Edition, much eu- 

laigcd, yr. 6/, 

JULIAJN, the Ernporoi*. Comain- 
ing (iregory Nar.innzcn's Two In* 
vcclivcs and Liliauu*;' Mopcidy, 
will) Jnlian’.s extant Thco.sm)hic.aI 
Works. 'Pranslatc'd hy C. W. 
King, M.A. S^‘ 

JUSTIN CORNHLIUS NEPOS, 
and EUTROPIUS. TiAnslatcd 
by the Rev. J. S. Watson, M.A. 

5'- * 

JUVENAL, PERSIUS. SUL- 
PICIA and LUCILIUS. ^Trans- 
l.ated ))}• L. Evans, M.A, 5s. 
JUNIUS’S Letters. With all the 
Notes of Woodfall’s Edition, .and 
imiwrt.aiil. Additions. 2 vols. 

3r, C/f. each. 
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M-ABTIKBAira (Huilet) Hit' \ 
* toiT of EiHUlMt, from iSoo- 
1815. 3x 6/. 

Hlttory ol tin Thlrtj Tetn 

Pmmw, A.D 1815-^6 4 TO)^ 

^ 6 d. etch 

Sm Cffwri/i PtrUtw PkO0t*fiy 
MATTEIW PABIBB TTriglHh 
TTTatfir jr frr«w the \cftr 1215 to 
i«3. Trmiultled )jj Ret J A. . 
Gii^ D C.L- 3 To^ 5* each. 1 
MATTHHW OT WESTMIN 
STUB'S Tkrfren of BMorf 1 
fron the begfamlng of the Work! j 
to i-D. 1307 TrambXed by C D I 
Vooge, hi A. t ToU. 5! each. | 
MAXWEiLfl Vlotatlefl^Wol 1 
tnAton "Tvi tko Btlttan Armlet 
FrooUipiece and 5 Portndti. $s \ 
MlIKZSL‘SHi*tor7ofO«rm«iy I 
&0K1 the EaiDe«- Period lo 1S41. | 
3 ToU. ^ 6^ mra 
MIOHAXL AKOKLp AtCD 
TiAPTTATrT., their uVtt^And 
Worktt By Dnppe »»d Qoiuje* 
mere de Qtuoej^ \Vlth PortriJtt, 
aod Eogntrlogi txi SteeL 5^ 
inOHKLirrB Lutlnrt Ant£>- | 
bioertphy Tren*. by WlUkm 
IlMGtL ^Uh an Appendix (no 
page*) of Kotea. hJ 

f Hlft^ of th* Prerwh Brro- 

|nM<m froni hi earllett tsdlcatloos 
t(fr the fllglrt of the KiDg In 1791 

I 

jCONirrSHlitoryof thePrenoh 
Btrolation, from 1789 to 1814 I 

y H * 

tfTT.T. (J B,). *ariy Ertara bjr 

JohntJtaartMUL Collected from 
Ymikw* Bjorcet by J W M OIH*. 

MILIiHB (ProCettor). Hlilorr 1 

PljP 3 ,c^}iio*llTinQ*tralttL£roB> 
the Fan of the Roman Empire to I 
the French Rerolatkm. 4 ««'• 
y 6J each. 


MlLTOirS Proto Woiki. Edited 
A.StJolm 5 toIl y 6 d. 

a • 

PoetlDal Work*, with a Me 

medr and CriHcil Ranarka by 
Tamta Mootfomor. an Tndi^r to 
xVntBieLoat, Toddx Verba] Index 
to all the roemi, and a Sdeetkn 
of Explanaforr Notet by Henry 
G Bohn. Djintrated with ito 
Wood Engrarfaxgi from Doiwlngt 
Ilarrey 1 volt 3r 6 a. 

MTITOBiys pCn) Ot^ Vniaga 
Sketchea of Rml Character and 
Scenery With 2 Enffrayingi 00 
StceL 1 roU. 3/ 64 each. 

MOLTETUTS Dramttto Worki. 
A new Trenalalioa in EngUah 
Proae, by C. H WaU. 3 rola. 
3/ 6d. each. 

UOtnAOn Tbt LttUn and 
WorIcB of Ltdy Ma^y WorUty 
M o n tagu. Edhed her great 
grandm. Lead Wharndlfie a Edi 
non, and retiac d by W Mot 
T bomaa. New Edition, reriaed, 
with 5 PortraHa. 2 rola. 5 a each. 

MONTAlONB^Samyi. Cotton’i 
Tranafatiom rerbed by ^ C. 
liaiUtL New ^tion. 3 rob. 
y 6 i. each. 

MONTESQUIEU'S Spirit ot 
lAiwi. New Edhkxi, reriaed and 
correded By J \ Pritchard, 
A^I s tdU. 3r 64 each. 

MOTLET (7 li.]. Tbe Btia ef 
Uit Untoh BepwbUo. A llbtacy 
By John Lothrop Motley New 
EditioQ, with Bioccathki] lotro- 
dactloo byMoaccrtD Conway 
3 rolv 3A 64 each. « 

MOBPHTS OaniM of^Cheta 
Beinc the Matehea and beat Gamea 

played by iheAmerkan 

wUn explanatory and Aoa]>tteal 

Note* by J LOwimthaL y 


Couiaincd in Bohn's fJornrics. 


MUDIE’S British, Birds; or, His- 
torj' of the Fcalhorcd Tribes of the 
British Islands. Revised by W. 
C. L. ^^liSrtin. With 52 Figures 
of Birds and 7 Coloured Plates of 
Eggs, 2 vols. 

NEANDER (Dr. A.). History 
of the Christian Religion and 
Church. Trans, from the German 
byJ.Torrcy. 10 vols. 3 t. 6</. each. 

Life of Jesus Christ. Trans- 
lated by J. McClinlock and C. 
Blumenlhal. 3f. (id. 

History ol the Planting and 

Training of the Christian 
Church by the Apostles. 
Translated by J. E. Ryland. 
2 vols. (id, each. 

Memorials of Christian Life 

In the Early and Middle Ages ; 
including Light in Dark Places. 
Trans, by J, E. Ryland, js, 6 d. 

NIBELXTNGEN LIED. The 
Lay of the Nlbolungs, metrically 
translated from the old German 
text by Alice Horton, and edited 
by Edward Bell, M.A, To which 
is prefixed the Ess.ay on the Nibe- 
lungen Lied by Thomas Carlyle. 
5 ^-. 

NEW TESTAMENT (The) In 
Greek. Griesbach’s Text, with 
various Readings at the foot of 
the page, and Parallel References 
in Ore margin ; also a Critical 
Introduction and Chronological 
Tables. By an eminent Scholar, 
with a Greek and Jlnglish Lexicon. 
3rd Edition, revised and corrected. 
Two Facsimiles of Greek Manu- 
scripts. 900 pages. 5f. 

The Lexicon may be had sepa- 
rately, jyice zs, 

NTCOLINI’S History of the 
Jesuits : ^their Origin, Progress, 
Doctrines, and Designs. \Vith 8 
Portraits. 5r. > 


NORTH (R.) Lives of the Ripht, 
Ilon.P'rancis North, Baron Guild- 
ford, the lion. Sir Dudley North, 
and tlic lion, and Rev. Dr. John 
North, By the Hon. Roger 
North. Together with the Auto- 
biography of the Author. Edited 
by Augustus Jessopp, D.D. 3 vols. 
3r, 6 d, each. 

NDGENT’S (Lord) Memorials 
of Hampden, his Party and 
Times. With a Memoir of the 
Author, an Autograph Letter, and 
Portrait, 5^. 

OOKLEY (S.) History of the 
Saracens and their Conquests 
in Syria, Persia, and Egsrpt. 
By Si^q Ockley, B.D,, Professor 
of Arabic in the University of 
Cambridge. 3r. 6d. 

OLD ENGLISH CHRON- 
ICLES, incHtj^ing Eljielwerd’s 
Chronicle, Asser’s Life of Alfred, 
Geoffrej^ of Monmouth’s British 
Hi-s^ory, Gildas, Nennius, and the 
spurious chronicle of Richard of 
Cirencester, Edited by J. A. 
Giles, D.C.L. 5/. 

OMAN (J. C.) The Great Indian 
Epics : the Stories of the Rama- 
YANA and the Mahabharata. 
By John Campbell Oman, Prin- 
cipal of IChalsa College, Amritsar, 
With Notes, Appen^ces, and 
Illustrations. 31. 6d. 3 

ORDERIOUS VITALIS’ EciJla- 
siastical BUstory of England 
and Normandy. Translated by 
T. Forester, M.A, To wh\ch is 
added the Chronicle of St. 
Evroult, 4 vols. p'. ei^. 

OVID’S Works, complete. Literally 
translated into Prose. 3 yols. 
51, each. 

PASCAL’S^ ■ T 

from the’ ^ 

Moli"i ' , ' 

Edith 
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QUIHTILlAirS iMtItnta* oi 
Ontorx, or Erfnntkm <rf «n 
Onitor TmxUtod by the Rer 

J. S. WaljDO, M»A. t Toll. 5j 
odu 

BAOIKB’8 (Jflui) I>rmm*tlo 
Wflrta. A metrical EocUah T«T> 
don. By R. Brace Bofwen, bLA^ , 
OzotL a Toll. 3i.6dea^ 
RAWKll'S Blatoy of Uu Pope*, 
tbelr Cborcb aod State, and ops' 
daUy of ihdj Copflfcti with Pro- ^ 
tmtinrim in tba i6th and lyth 
ctotorfea. Tramlated by E. i 
Foiter. 3 Tolt. Jr. 6d, eadL 
Slatary of Senia and tha 
Barrlan Bamhcttan. Whh an 
Accormt of the lomosztfoo Id 
B owria. Tocodated by Alta. Ken ; 
y U. 

RZORHAnONS InSHOOTZNO 
By'CiaT«L' OTthfeEagrarh^ 

00 Waod afieV^Harrey, etd 9 
Esgrtriagt 00 Steel, dray after 
A. Cooper, R.A. y * 

BJSNTTIIPS Inaaot Arahttaatvra. 
RrrlKd ami enlanred by Rer. 

T_ G. M-it \Vhh iJ6 

Woodeot lUcotrallocti. y 


BOaUB DE HOVZDZQTfl 
nali of TUDgltah ( 



f roll. p. each. 

BOOBB OT -WUNDOVI 
Flowen of Hlatory, oaupali 
the Xlldoty of fron 

OesOQt of theSazoQs to t 
ia3C,b3rmeTlyajCTfbed to Mattl 
Pax& Tmulatad byj. A. O 
DCL. a roll. 5^ cad. 

B OMB In t he NimfcllEar 
QUHTUBT CoDtainlDg a cc 
plete Aceoeat of the Rolia of 
A ode nt City, (Im Remafni of 
hOdilk Agca, and the ADsoame 
of Modem T^ea. ByCiA.Eati 
With 34 Sled EagTariflca. an 
p. each 

Stt Bout au) mm. 

BOBOOB'S CW ) Ufb and Poo 
floata of Leo X Final edlth 
r c r ia e d by Thomar Roacoe. 
Tola. 31. 6iC eaefa. 

Iilih of Loranao de’ Modi 


BUTNOLIFB (fftr J ) LlUrary 
Wcrta. Edited byH W.Beecby 
a Tola^ 3a. 6f. each. 

B^OABDO on the Priodizlaa of 
PoUtloal Boanacny a^ni Tax>- 
^oc. Edited by E. C X OooDer, 

KI.A. y 

BIOHTXB (lean Paul rziadriob) 
Laraca, a Treatiae on Edtntiooi 
toctthcT with the AotoWocrwoby 
(a FrapBcnt), and a durt Pre- 
htcey Memoir, p 
— Plowee, Pndt, and Them 
Pl^sea , or the Wed ded lifc. Dealt, 
tod Uairitoe of Fbrakn Stanb 
la«a Skbmkaea, Pirhh Adracate 
In the Pariah of KahacbnapjKd- 
Neirty tranalaled tpy Lt- CobAlea 

Ewtec y 


called * the MafpUhcent.' W] 
bb aoens, letbnx de. IC 
Edltioa, fcr ia cd, with Memoir 
Roscoe by hb y 6f 

BUBBIA Ehrtory of, froai tl 
earikal Period, ctanpikd fro 
the moft asthestk aoarcei 1 
Walter K.KeDy \\11h Portrait 
a roia y 6ri each. 

BALLUST, nSOBDB. and VEl 
LBITJB PATIBODLUl 
Traxabted by J S.Wai«Q.M.d 

5 ^ 

BOElLLllB'SWoTka. JnaiUle 
hf rariota haada. 7 mb. y A 
cich 

Li—inalofy of tbo "Airly Vear 
W>T 


Schiller's Works 

II, — History of the Rero-t m the - 

^•tbeilaiids, tit Tiiaisc: 
CoraitsEgmcEtaDdHciCj 

the Si^e of Antvrap, ztc: 
theDistoibaiicsciFrEnse 
pieceaing ih= cf 

Henry IV. S 

III. — Don Carlos, ilaiy St^i, 

Maid of Orleans, Brine c: 
Messina, togetlier irithlhe 
Use of the Chcms in ‘ 
Tragedy (a short Essay), ^ 
.These Dramas are all 
&anslated in metre, 

IV. — Robbers (vritb ScMHers ■; 
original Preface), Pleso:, 
Love ai:d Intr^ne, I>e' 
metiins, Ghost Seer, Spcrl 
of Dinnity. 

The Dramas in Cols 
volume are translated into 
Prose. 

V. — Poems. 

VI. — Essays, /EstbeticalandPbilo- 
• soplucal - 

VII. — ^Wallenstein’s Camp, Pic- ; 
colomini and Death of ■ 
Wallenstein, WilliamTdl. , 

SOHILLEB and GOETHE. ! 
Correspondence between, from 
A.D, 1794-1805. Translated by 
L, Dora Schmitz. 2 vols. 31, 6 d. 
each. 

SOHLEGEL’S (E.) Lectures on 
the Philosophy of Life and the 
Philosophy of Language. Trans- 
lated by the Rev. A. J. W. Mor- 
rison, M.A. 3f. 6 d. 

Lectures on the History of 

Idtexature, Ancient and Modem. 
TranslatedfromtheGerman. 3^.63. 

Lectures on the Philosophy 

of Hlstiiry. Translated by J. B. 
Robertson, 3^. 6rf. 

SOHLE GEL’S Lectures on 
Modem History, togethdk \vith 


ALsnannsr- arc r ne n-eprnncjr , 
Pnro£i r=id R- H- Whhmofc. 

3^, .. 

3:nd 

Wcrhx. T-mninted by n,. 
I di L ing LCC- 5^ 

cnDrxrzs’ic stsdLhtsrs'ttrf . 

Ttannhisd hy J. Bxdk- Revised 
Efidcc, vj 'is Her, A. T, 
Idarnsm, 3-LA. it.', 5f- 

SCHOPSVHAHSB cm iha Tcmr- 
5c3d Beet cd the Br±itdy3e cf 
Baasem. arid 


cn-nd-TO im-d rrrjs*^ 3£t ?!£.•> 

SCHOWTrS Bd^rds, a.md 

1-an. Tramlaied by A- H.enL'tv'. 
Vfith cej-onred ifa-p -of the Geo- 
grayhy of Pben-lE, * 5 ?, 

StlETO^APrir (Bcbert). His Life 
and Works, by Aryssi Pveissmann. 
Translated by A. L, /tiger. 3 .'. 6 V, 

EarlyLetters. Originallypnb- 

blisbed by bis Wife. Transited 
by May Herbert. \Yiih a Preface 
by Sir George Grot-c. D.C,L. 
31, 6V. . 

SENECA on Benedts. Newly 
translated by A, Stewart, M.li, 
3 x. 6 d. » 

; Min or Essays and On Clem- 

ency. Translated by A Stewart, 
M,A. 5J. 

SHAKE SPEABE DOOTJ- 
MENTS. Arranged by JD. H, 
Lambert, B.A. ~'r ' J"’"-. 

SHAKESP ! • 

Art. The J 
of Shakw. 
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, TH110I>0RET«iidSVAOBnJ8. 
Hktor{a of tbe Quzrcli from A.t> 
331 to A-D. 4*7 j aod from A-b. 
43lloA.D.54^ Tnittkled. 5*. 
THUIRBT’B Hl*toT7 of tllo 
Ocoqueat of mTigtaTvi ^7 Um 
K ormutL Truabtad br \vn 
tkm HuUtL t rdt. jt, ftd, esdk 
TSUOYDIDBS. Tlw 1‘eiopon 
TifiMi 'War LitenDj tmuliited 
by tbe Rrr H Ehie. a «A*. 
3 j earh. 

An Antljila and flommary 

of. ByJ T Wbeeler 
THXJDIOHUM (I Ij.W)ATim 
tiaaonWlnaa. Xlhatnitod. 5 * 
URX'B (Dt a.) Cotton Uanufaq. 
tore erf Great BriUrtiy Ediird 
by P ShnmoDdx. 3 roU. 51 


PbOoaofihyofSCannfaotam. 

Edited byP L^tnmockl*. jt 6rf. 
TABAul'a Ut<« or u>a mo« 
IhrUnmt Pabitan, /knJiptm, 
and ArobUaota. TambCed by 
Mn. J Foater, vUb a Coeuiiea 
ury by J ^ Richter, PluD 6 
3X. 6/ each. 

vlilQIL. A Literal Proae Tcao*^ 
Utkn by A UamUtog Brre e , 
LL.D With Portrait, jr m 
YOL 1IAIBE‘B Tataa. Tnntlated 
by R. B. BoawelL ConUlalnc 
Bebovc, Meranon, Caadkle, L'Iih 
and other Taka, p W, 
WAIjTON^ OompMe An^kr 
* E<Eted by Edward Jewc. ANTtb 
P or tr ait and X 03 Eojj^Ttajt on 
Wepd and t6 Encrarinc' 00 
Steel y 

— ~ Idrea of Doom, Hoolcer, jeo. 
Srw mkiaa reriaed ty .L ll 
Bnllen, arlth a hlcmolr of leaak 
\VUtcai by Wen. Dowlint >V}th 
miBKioQS niajtrattocuL y 
WXLLlHQTON.Llftot By ‘An 
Old Solder* From tbe matethdi 1 
of MaxwriL WUh Indet and jS I 

^er\ Kafrarloca y I 


WKLLIHaTOK 

iWMAXWKLL. 


YteioriM of. 


WBHNllB’S Twa^lari In 
Oypnia. Tiamkted by E. A M 
Leads, y. &d. 


WEBTEOPP (H. K.) A tt«tu< 
book of Anhnolocy, Kcjptlan, 
Greek:, Btnaaan, Raman. Qfoj 

Hated, y 

WHIT1P8 Rateal History of 
BdboHsa. Whh Notes by Sir 
WlOkra Jardhie Edited by Ed 


and cotoered Plates, ^y 

W mCA'PT.'Pn rg a RaHcmal TTha 
timtlon of tbe Book of OoiaTnan 
Prayer y. 6/ 

WHXELBB'fl Noted Namee of 
notion, Dlotlonary of. y 

WISBBLBH’B OfaRnoIOfloal 
Bynosala of the remr Ooepek. 
Translated by the Rer Qom 
Yenabks. y U. 

YTlLLlAHofllAUdXBBtJBrS 
Obranlole of tbe THnya of Sn( 
land. Trandiled by lb* Rer J 
Sharpe. Edbed by J A Glie>i 
DC.L. y 

XENOPHOJTS Woit*. Tiaas 
hoed by the Rar J S. Wataoe, 


MA.. and tbe Rcr II Dale P 
J roll, y each. 

TODNG (Arthur). TriTali In 
rranoe durin g tbe yean 17Q7. 
17B8 and 1769 Edited by 
M Belhaio Edwards. 3 r 6J. 


—.Tour li^Ireland, with 
General Obaoratloci oe the stsl* 
of tie coaotrr durfric the jw* 
#yy6 - Tp. EdheJ ^ A V\ 
Iletton ^Vltb CotniWe Biblio- 
yiyaptiy by T P 
Ma[^ 3 TOO. y 6J cub. 

YULE TIDE BTORnjB ACoJ 
leetlfo of Scar>dlra»laa and North 
Gctrran Pijoolir Talci aoJ Trs 
dliioQt. EilfieJ by B. Tbuspe Jt. 



THE YORK LIBRARY 

A NEW SERIES OF REPRINTS ON THIN PAPER. 

-li* 

The vol\ 3 n-Ks are printed In a handy size (6^- x 4I in.), on 
thin but opaque paper, and are simply and 
attractively bound. 

Price, in cloth, 2S. net ; in leather, 3s. net. 

‘ The York Library’ is noticeable by reason of the wi.sdoin and intelli- 
gence displayed in the choice of unhackneyed classics. ... A most 
attractive series of reprints. . . . The size and style of the volumes are 
exactly what they should be. ’ — Bookman. 

‘ Charm^gly tasteful.’ — Westminster Gazette. 

‘ Among favourite “ thin paper ” books none are better done than the 
admirable York Library. For a simple and attractive binding the.se 
volumes stand quite among the first of their kind. The price is two 
shillings net, and they are exceedingly good valtTb frt the money.’ 

St. James’s Gazette, 

‘ These books should find their way to every home that owns any 
cultivation.’— and Qtteries. 

‘ A series of books which for attractiveness and hand?l€ss would take a 
lot of beating.’ — Pat/ Malt Gazette. 

‘ One of the most beautifiil series of books e^er issued to the public, and 
marvellously cheap.’ — Manchester Conner. 

The following volumes are now ready : * 

BURNEY’S EVELINA. Edited, with an Introduction and 
Notes, by Annie Raine Ellis. 

BURNEY’S CECILIA. Edited by Annie Rain^: Ellis. 

2 vols. ■» 

BURTON’S ANATOMY OF MELANCHOLY. Edited by the 

Rev. A. R. Shili-ETO, M.A,, witli Introduction by A. H. Bullen^ 

3 ... « 

‘ Admirers of “ Burton's Anatomy ” can hardly hope for a better edition.’ 

t\Toyning Post. ' 

CERVANTES’ DON QUIXOTE. Motteux’s Translation, re- 
vised. With Lot^KilART’s Life and Notes. 2 vols. * 

COLERIDGE’S AIDS TO REFLECTION, and the Confessions 

of an Inquiring Spirit » 

COLERIDGE’S FRIEND. A series of Essays on Morals, 

Politics, Snd Religion. » 

COLERIDGE’S TABLE TALK AND OMNIANA. Arranged 
and Edited by T. Ashe, B.A. 

DRAPER’S HISTORY pF THE INTELLECTUAL DE- 

VELOPMENT OF EU ROPE, a vols. 


THE 

. CHISWICK SHAKESPEARE. 

nkuinUi by BYAM SHAW ^ , 

With iTmoDDcnoNS ahd Glossauu it JOHN DEKNIS 


Priflted at the CUcwidE Prm, pott 8 to^ price ir 6/ «t per Totome 
aUo a cbeaper editkn, tr Det per ndfoae t or u net hi tlnp leather i *Uo 
a few copea, cm Japaneae Tellnip to be *oid only In •cU, price 51: bet per 

AVw Ctmfitti dm 39 r«/«Mr 

‘ ALL’S WELL THAT EVD 3 LOVE’S LABOUR'S LOST 
WELL. MACBETH 

ANTONY AND CLEOPATRA- MEASURE FOR MEASERE. 


AS YOU LIKE IT 
COMBD\ OF ERRORS 
CORIOLANUS , • 
CYMBBUKE. 

ILAMLET 
JULIUS CjESAR. 

KING HEKR\*JV Part I 
KING HENRY rV Part II 
KING HENRY V ♦ 

KING HENRY VI Parf^ 
KING HENRY VI Part II 
KING HEKl^Y VU Part HI 
KING HENRY YITL 
KING JOHN 
KING LEAR. 

KING ^CHARD IL 
KING RICHARD IIL 


MERCHANT OF \'ENICE. 
MERRY WIVES OF WTNDSOR- 
MIDSUMMER NIGHTS DREAM 
MUai ADO ABOUT NOTHING 
OTHELLO 
PERICLES 

ROMEO AND JUUET 

THE TAMING OF THE SHREW 

THE TEMPEST 

TIMON OF ATHENS 

TITUS ANDRONICUS 

TROILUS AND CRESSIDA. 

TWELFTH NIGHT 

TWO OENTLEilEN OF ^’ZRONA- 

W INTER’S TALE. 

roEiis 

SONNETS 


^ A dMBfs t«T « o*t7 

• Hot a tn nut *fi> aach w«J<! !•»» b*«a danairf vDrtbr to k* crMUaci 

UMm 4tr Ajy To^ity the W vUch they art cAtnl U li« yatCc aka* 

liin tr tbeahtKaaaTtgarfad.— Jiwfa. 

' Haady b (haira aad ifa*. vowbrbOy chaaA ba e ri h ll y Maud froa iW Caaf 
LrUctl«xt,aDd OMCratadqa^atly T«t adiahahly W Hr Dyaathka* v« hattMWaC 
bat prtha far it- N* «saia a geod asd uuiubui Sha h t ipt ait ■ib' tw 

ScMwatm, ta ma laia mitty <aa do Wm* b w tfbiak, iWs 

•ahwTfba ta thfa hast wUcfa it a food deal b thaaa dayi a/ chaa* rtarfata. 
ymmUyrtir « 

■c w^ — aka alnai ihw tWtaBt boaUm fa lAa anaatiaa that baa Wy yaU 10 ik« 
aa vtH a« la tba prbt aad daooratfaa I «ach ttoBl taU pam vCl U far aeta. 
Su^aecttat aka>a/tW CSsfarick r«<{r fa fin! aaMf P«ttt ^atAa- 

qaaam. — Aatfi/aii/Caarrfa ^ 

* • Tkx Chstr^i SJtMbts^tl laj IJ 

fmll fift *ar^, /at J&J mt/ , 
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New Editions, foap. 8vo. 2s. 6(i. eaob net. 

THE ALDINE EDITION 

OF THE 

BRITISH POETS. 

‘Tils excollout edition of tho English oinsaioa, with thoir oompleta terts and 
•oholorly introdnctlona, arc flomothlug very dlllorent from the ohfiap volnmoj of 
estraota which are Jnst now so mnoh too common.' — Sf. Jninfs’s Qaietfe. 

'An oscellont sorioa. Small, handy, and completo.’—Saturday Einiietr. 


Aienslde. .Edited by Bev, A. Dyce. 

Beattlo. Edited by Bov. A. Dyce. 

*BIake. Edited by 'W. M. Rossetti. 

•Boms. Edited by G. A. Aitken, 
StoIb. 

Butler. Edited by R. B. Johnson. 
2 vola. 

Oampboll. Edited by His Son- 
in-law, the Rev. A. W. HiU. With 
Memoir by W. AUingham. 

Ohatterton. Edited by the Rev. 
W. W. Skeat, MA. 2 yoU. 

Ohauoer. Edited by Dr. E. Morris, 
with Memoir by Sir H. Nicolas. C vols. 

OhuroMU. Edited by Jas. Hannay. 
2 vols. 

"Coleridge. Edited by T, Ashe, 
B. A. 2 vols. 

Collins. Edited by W. Moy 
Thomas. 

Cowper. Edited by John Bruoe, 
P.S.A. 3 vols. 

Dryden. Edited by the Rev. R. 
Hooper, M.A. 5 vols. 


Kirke White. Edited, with a 
Memoir, by Sir H. Nicolas. 

Milton. Edited by Dr. Bradshaw. 
2 vols. 

Parnell.’ Edited by G. A. Aitken. 

Pope. Edited by G. R. Dennis, 
With Memoir by John Dennis, 3 vols. 

Prior. Edited by R. B, Johnson, 
2 vols. 

Raleigh and Wotton. 'V^ith Se- 
lections from the Writings of other 
OOURTLT? POETS from 1540 to 1650. 
BditeO by Von. Arobdoacon Hannah, 
D.O.L. 

Rogers. Edited by^dward Bell, 
M.A. 

Soott. Edited by John Dennis. 

6 vols. 

Shakespeare’s Poems. Edited by 
Eev. A Dyce. 

SheUey. Edited by H, Boston 
Forman. 5 vols. * 

Spenser. Edited by J. Payne Col- 
lier. 6 vols. 

Surrey, Edited by J. Yeowell. » 

Swift. Edited by the Rev. J.* 
Mitford. 3 vols. 


Goldsmith. Revised Edition by 
Anstin Dobson. Wii?h Portrait. 

♦Gray. Edited by J. Bradshaw, 

Uj.D. 

Herbert. Edited by the Rev A. B. 

Hrosart, ^ 

"Herrick. J Edited by George 
Saintsbnry, 2 vols. 


Thomson. Edited by the Eej. D. 
0. Tovey. 2 vols. 

■Vaughan. Sacred Poems and 
I Pious EjacnlationB. Edited ay the 
Hev, H.Iiyte. 

I Wordsworth. Edited by Pjof. 
I Dowden. 7 vols. 

{ Wyatt. Edited by J. Ifeowell. 

Young. 2 vols. Edited by^ the 
Eev. J. Mitford. 


Keats. E^ted by the late Lord 

Houghton. } 

These volumes may also ^ had bound in Irish 
and back by l+Ieeson White, and gilt 


The Beet Practical Working Dictionary of the 
English Language^ 


WEBSTER’S 

INTERNATIONAL 

DICTIONARY. 


2348 PAGES. 5000 ILLUSTRATION 


KEW EDmON, BEVISED THBODGHOUT WITH i 
■VEW SHPPLEHENT OF 26,000 ADDITIONAL 
WORllS AND PHBASES. 


-s- OT»fri“ • Pt<»o«i>ctag Cuetleo cl tl>« WotU,’ 

Urt., u»i ftcp, 

-triasOT 11“ Foted N*«> FIcUmi, a Brief aiBoej of tie 
.^^^a dSioW of Foreltn QoolMloo., WorU. Plaaea,! 

4 ' 




IHctumMiy njt ►_• !• til* In 
rlrah oo it^nvn Qt 


ra iS oo in <rn Qa«i 

lo'Wrt*«T MTV alvaTi uraB.k •• 
'it b Mrd l« •** ^ ceaU U 




